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1726 GULLI VER' S TRAVELS BY JONATHAN SW FT
A LETTER FROM CAPTAI N GULLIVER TO HI' S COUSI N SYMPSON

| hope you will be ready to own publicly, whenever you shall be
called to it, that by your great and frequent urgency you prevailed on
me to publish a very | oose and uncorrect account of ny travels; with
direction to hire sone young gentlenmen of either university to put
themin order, and correct the style, as ny cousin Danpier did by ny
advice, in his book called A Voyage round the World. But | do not
renmenber | gave you power to consent that any thing should be onitted,
and nuch less that any thing should be inserted: therefore, as to
the latter, | do here renounce every thing of that kind;
particularly a paragraph about her Mjesty the | ate Queen Anne, of
nost pious and glorious nenory; although | did reverence and esteem
her nore than any of hunman species. But you, or your interpolator
ought to have considered, that as it was not ny inclination, so was it
not decent to praise any aninmal of our conposition before nmy naster
Houyhnhnm and besides the fact was altogether false; for to ny
know edge, being in England during sonme part of her Majesty's reign
she did govern by a chief ninister; nay, even by two successively; the
first whereof was the Lord of Godol phin, and the second the Lord of
Oxford; so that you have nmade me say the thing that was not. Likew se,
in the account of the Acadeny of Projectors, and several passages of
nmy di scourse to ny nmaster Houyhnhnm you have either omitted sone
mat eri al circunstances, or mnced or changed themin such a manner
that | do hardly know nmy own work. When | fornerly hinted to you
sonething of this in a letter, you were pleased to answer that you
were afraid of giving offense; that people in power were very wat chful
over the press, and apt not only to interpret, but to punish every
t hi ng which | ooked like an innuendo (as | think you called it). But
pray, how could that which | spoke so nany years ago, and at about
five thousand | eagues distance, in another reign, be applied to any of
t he Yahoos who now are said to govern the herd; especially at a tine
when | little thought on or feared the unhappi ness of |iving under
t hen? Have not | the nobst reason to conplain, when | see these very
Yahoos carried by Houyhnhnns in a vehicle, as if these were brutes,
and those the rational creatures? And indeed, to avoid so nonstrous
and detestable a sight was one principal motive of ny retirenent
hi t her.

Thus much | thought proper to tell you in relation to yourself,
and to the trust | reposed in you

| do in the next place conplain of my own great want of judgenent,
in being prevailed upon by the entreaties and fal se reasoni ngs of
you and sone others, very much agai nst ny own opinion, to suffer ny
travels to be published. Pray bring to your mnd how often | desired
you to consider, when you insisted on the nmotive of public good;
that the Yahoos were a species of aninmals utterly incapable of
amendnment by precepts or exanples: and so it hath proved; for
i nstead of seeing a full stop put to all abuses and corruptions, at
least inthis little island, as | had reason to expect: behol d,
after above six nmonths warning, | cannot |earn that my book hath
produced one single effect according to ny intentions: | desired you
would et me know by a letter, when party and faction were
ext i ngui shed; judges |earned and upright; pleaders honest and
nodest, with sonme tincture of common sense; and Snithfield blazing
wi th pyrani ds of | awbooks; the young nobility's education entirely
changed; the physicians bani shed; the fenal e Yahoos abounding in
virtue, honour, truth and good sense; courts and | evees of great
m ni sters thoroughly weeded and swept; wit, nerit and | earning
rewarded; all disgracers of the press in prose and verse condemed
to eat nothing but their own cotton, and quench their thirst with
their own ink. These and a thousand other reformations, | firmy
count ed upon by your encouragenent; as indeed they were plainly
deduci ble fromthe precepts delivered in my book. And it nust be owned
that seven nmonths were a sufficient tine to correct every vice and
folly to which Yahoos are subject, if their natures had been capabl e
of the | east disposition to virtue or wisdom yet so far have you been
from answering ny expectation in any of your letters, that on the
contrary you are |loading our carrier every week with libels, and keys,
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and reflections, and nenoirs, and second parts; wherein | see nyself
accused of reflecting upon great states-fol k, of degradi ng hurman

nature (for so they have still the confidence to style it), and of
abusing the female sex. | find likewise that the witers of those
bundl es are not agreed anong thensel ves; for some of themw ||l not

allow ne to be author of nmy own travels; and others nmake ne author
of books to which I amwholly a stranger

I find Iikewi se that your printer hath been so careless as to
confound the tines, and nistake the dates of ny several voyages and
returns; neither assigning the true year, or the true nmonth, or day of
the nonth: and | hear the original manuscript is all destroyed since
the publication of nmy book. Neither have | any copy left: however |
have sent you sone corrections, which you may insert, if ever there
shoul d be a second edition: and yet | cannot stand to them but
shall |leave that matter to my judicious and candid readers, to
adjust it as they please.

| hear sone of our sea-Yahoos find fault with ny sea-Ilanguage, as
not proper in many parts, nor nowin use. | cannot help it. In ny
first voyages, while | was young, | was instructed by the ol dest
mari ners, and | earned to speak as they did. But | have since found
that the sea-Yahoos are apt, like the |land ones, to becone new-fangl ed
in their words, which the latter change every year, insomuch as
remenber upon each return to my own country their old dialect was so
altered that | could hardly understand the new. And | observe, when
any Yahoo cones from London out of curiosity visit ne at ny own house,
we neither of us are able to deliver our conceptions in a nanner
intelligible to the other.

If the censure of Yahoos could any way affect ne, | should have
great reason to conplain that sone of themare so bold as to think
ny book of travels a nere fiction out of ny own brain, and have gone
so far as to drop hints that the Houyhnhnms and Yahoos have no nore
exi stence than the inhabitants of Ut opia.

I ndeed | nust confess, that as to the people of Lilliput,
Br obdi ngrag (for so the word shoul d have been spelt, and not
erroneously Brobdi ngnag), and Laputa, | have never yet heard of any

Yahoo so presunptuous as to dispute their being, or the facts | have
rel ated concerning them because the truth inmediately strikes every
reader with conviction. And is there less probability in ny account of
t he Houyhnhnns or Yahoos, when it is nmanifest as to the latter
there are so nmany thousands even in this city, who only differ from
their brother brutes in Houyhnhnm | and, because they use a sort of a
j abber, and do not go naked? | wote for their anmendnent, and not
their approbation. The united praise of the whole race would be of
| ess consequence to ne than the neighing of those two degenerate
Houyhnhnns | keep in ny stable; because fromthese, degenerate as they
are, | still inprove in sone virtues, wthout any m xture of vice.

Do these miserable animals presune to think that I amso far
degenerated as to defend ny veracity? Yahoo as | am it is well
known t hrough all Houyhnhnm | and, that by the instructions and exanpl e
of my illustrious master | was able in the conpass of two years
(although I confess with the utnmost difficulty) to renove that
i nfernal habit of lying, shuffling, deceiving, and equivocating, so
deeply rooted in the very souls of all mny species, especially the

Eur opeans.
| have other complaints to make upon this vexatious occasion; but
| forbear troubling nyself or you any further. | nust freely

confess, that since nmy last return sone corruptions of my Yahoo nature
have revived in ne by conversing with a few of your species, and
particularly those of ny own famly, by an unavoi dable necessity; else
| should never have attenpted so absurd a project as that of refornmng
the Yahoo race in this kingdom but | have now done with all visionary
schenes for ever.

April 2, 1727.
THE PUBLI SHER TO THE READER

The author of these Travels, M. Lenuel @ulliver, is ny ancient
and intimate friend; there is |ikewi se some relation between us by the
not her's side. About three years ago M. Qulliver, growi ng weary of
t he concourse of curious people coning to himat his house in Redriff,
nmade a snall purchase of |land, with a conveni ent house, near Newark in
Notti nghanmshire, his native country; where he now lives retired, yet
i n good esteem anbng hi s nei ghbors.

Al though M. @illiver was born in Nottinghanshire, where his
father dwelt, yet | have heard himsay his fanmily canme from
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Oxfordshire; to confirmwhich, | have observed in the churchyard at
Banbury, in that county, several tonbs and nmonunents of the Qullivers.

Before he quitted Redriff, he left the custody of the follow ng
papers in ny hands, with the liberty to dispose of themas | should
think fit. | have carefully perused themthree times: the style is
very plain and sinple; and the only fault | find is, that the
aut hor, after the manner of travelers, is a little too circunstanti al
There is an air of truth apparent through the whole; and i ndeed the
aut hor was so distinguished for his veracity, that it becanme a sort of
proverb anong his nei ghbors at Redriff, when any one affirmed a thing,
to say it was as true as if M. @illiver had spoke it.

By the advice of several worthy persons, to whom wth the
aut hor's perm ssion, | comunicated these papers, | now venture to
send theminto the world, hoping they may be at |east, for sone
time, a better entertainment to our young nobl emen than the conmon
scribbles of politics and party.

Thi s vol une woul d have been at |east twice as large, if | had not
made bold to strike out innunerable passages relating to the w nds and
tides, as well as to the variations and bearings in the severa
voyages; together with the mnute descriptions of the nmanagenent of
the ship in stornms, in the style of sailors: |ikew se the account of
the longitudes and | atitudes; wherein | have reason to apprehend
that M. Qulliver may be a little dissatisfied: but | was resol ved
to fit the work as nmuch as possible to the general capacity of
readers. However, if nmy own ignorance in sea-affairs shall have led ne

to commit sone nistakes, | alone amanswerable for them and if any
traveler hath a curiosity to see the whole work at large, as it cane
fromthe hand of the author, | shall be ready to gratify him

As for any further particulars relating to the author, the reader
will receive satisfaction fromthe first pages of the book

Ri chard Synpson.
PART |
A VOYAGE TO LI LLI PUT
(SEE PLATE 1)
CHAPTER |

My father had a small estate in Nottinghanshire; | was the third
of five sons. He sent nme to Enanuel College in Canbridge at fourteen
years old, where | resided three years, and applied nyself close to ny
studies: but the charge of maintaining ne (although | had a very
scanty al |l owance) being too great for a narrow fortune, | was bound
apprentice to M. Janmes Bates, an eni nent surgeon in London, with whom
| continued four years; and ny father now and then sending nme snall
sums of noney, | laid themout in |earning navigation, and other parts
of the mathematics, useful to those who intend to travel, as
al ways believed it would be some tine or other ny fortune to do.

Wen | left M. Bates, | went down to ny father; where, by the

assi stance of himand my uncle John, and sone other relations, | got
forty pounds, and a pronise of thirty pounds a year to maintain ne
at Leyden: there | studied physic two years and seven nonths,
knowing it would be useful in |ong voyages.

Soon after my return from Leyden, | was recomended, by ny good
naster M. Bates, to be surgeon to the Swallow, Captain Abraham
Pannel | commander; with whom | continued three years and a hal f,
nmaki ng a voyage or two into the Levant, and sone other parts. Wen

cane back, | resolved to settle in London, to which M. Bates, ny
master, encouraged ne, and by himl|l was reconmended to severa

patients. | took part of a small house in the Ad Jury; and being
advised to alter nmy condition, | married Ms. Mary Burton, second

daughter to M. Ednund Burton, hosier, in Newgate-street, with whom
I received four hundred pounds for a portion

But, ny good naster Bates dying in two years after, and | having few
friends, ny business began to fail; for my conscience would not suffer
me to imtate the bad practice of too nany anpbng ny brethren. Having
therefore consulted with ny wife, and some of ny acquai ntance, |
determned to go again to sea. | was surgeon successively in two
shi ps, and made several voyages, for six years, to the East and West
I ndies, by which | got sone addition to nmy fortune. My hours of
| eisure | spent in reading the best authors, ancient and nobdern, being
al ways provided with a good number of books; and when | was ashore, in
observing the manners and dispositions of the people, well as |earning
their | anguage, wherein | had a great facility by the strength of ny
menory.

The | ast of these voyages not proving very fortunate, | grew weary
of the sea, and intended to stay at home with nmy wife and famly. |
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renoved fromthe AOd jury to Fetter-Lane, and fromthence to Wappi ng
hopi ng to get business anbng the sailors; but it would not turn to
account. After three years expectation that things would nend, |
accepted an advantageous offer from Captain WIlliam Prichard, naster
of the Antel ope, who was meki ng a voyage to the South-Sea. W set sai
fromBristol May 4, 1699, and our voyage at first was very prosperous.
It would not be proper, for sone reasons, to trouble the reader with
the particulars of our adventures in those seas: let it suffice to
informhim that in our passage fromthence to the East Indies, we
were driven by a violent stormto the northwest of Van Dienen's
Land. By an observation, we found ourselves in the latitude of 30
degrees 2 ninutes south. Twelve of our crew were dead by inmmoderate
| abor and ill food, the rest were in a very weak condition. On the
fifth of Novenber, which was the begi nning of sunmmer in those parts,
t he weat her being very hazy, the seanen spied a rock, within half a
cable's length of the ship; but the wind was so strong, that we were
driven directly upon it, and imediately split. Six of the crew, of
whom | was one, having |l et down the boat into the sea, nade a shift to
get clear of the ship, and the rock. W rowed by mnmy conputation
about three | eagues, till we were able to work no | onger, being
al ready spent with | abor while we were in the ship. W therefore
trusted ourselves to the nercy of the waves, and in about half an hour
t he boat was overset by a sudden flurry fromthe north. \Wat becanme of
ny conpanions in the boat, as well as of those who escaped on the

rock, or were left in the vessel, | cannot tell; but conclude they
were all lost. For ny own part, | swamas fortune directed ne, and was
pushed forward by wind and tide. | often let nmy |legs drop, and could
feel no bottom but when | was al nost gone, and able to struggle no

| onger, | found nyself within ny depth; and by this tine the stormwas
much abated. The declivity was so snall, that | wal ked near a mle
before | got to the shore, which | conjectured was about eight o'clock
in the evening. | then advanced forward near half a nile, but could

not di scover any sign of houses or inhabitants; at least | was in so
weak a condition, that | did not observe them | was extrenely

tired, and with that, and the heat of the weather, and about half a
pint of brandy that | drank as | left the ship, | found nyself nuch
inclined to sleep. | lay down on the grass, which was very short and
soft, where | slept sounder than ever | renenber to have done in ny
life, and, as | reckoned, above nine hours; for when | awakened, it
was just daylight. | attenpted to rise, but was not able to stir

for, as | happened to he on ny back, | found ny arns and | egs were
strongly fastened on each side to the ground; and ny hair, which was
long and thick, tied down in the sane nmanner. | likew se felt

several slender ligatures across ny body, fromny arnpits to ny
thighs. | could only | ook upwards; the sun began to grow hot, and

the Iight of fended ny eyes. | heard a confused noi se about ne, but

in the posture | lay, could see nothing except the sky. In a little
time | felt sonmething alive noving on ny left |eg, which advancing
gently forward over ny breast, came alnobst up to ny chin; when bendi ng
ny eyes downwards as nuch as | could, | perceived it to be a human
creature not six inches high, with a bow and arrow in his hands, and a
qui ver at his back. In the neantine, | felt at least forty nore of the
same kind (as | conjectured) following the first. | was in the

ut nost astoni shment, and roared so loud, that they all ran back in a
fright; and sonme of them as | was afterwards told, were hurt with the
falls they got by leaping fromny sides upon the ground. However, they
soon returned, and one of them who ventured so far as to get a ful
sight of ny face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of

admiration, cried out in a shrill but distinct voice, Hekinah degul
the others repeated the sane words several tines, but | then knew
not what they nmeant. | lay all this while, as the reader nmay

believe, in great uneasiness: at length, struggling to get |oose, |
had the fortune to break the strings, and wench out the pegs that
fastened ny left armto the ground; for, by lifting it up to ny
face, | discovered the nethods they had taken to bind nme, and at the
sanme time, with a violent pull, which gave nme excessive pain, | a
little | oosened the strings that tied down ny hair on the left side,
so that | was just able to turn nmy head about two inches. But the
creatures ran off a second tine, before |I could seize them

wher eupon there was a great shout in a very shrill accent, and after
it ceased, | heard one of themcry al oud, Tol go phonac; when in an
instant | felt above a hundred arrows di scharged on ny |eft hand,

whi ch pricked ne |ike so nany needl es; and besi des they shot anot her
flight into the air, as we do bonbs in Europe, whereof many,

suppose, fell on ny body (though | felt themnot) and sone on mny face,
which | immediately covered with ny | eft hand. Wen this shower of
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arrows was over, | fell a groaning with grief and pain, and then
striving again to get |oose, they discharged another volley |arger
than the first, and some of themattenpted with spears to stick ne

in the sides; but, by good luck, | had on ne a buff jerkin, which they
could not pierce. | thought it the nobst prudent nethod to lie still,
and ny design was to continue so till night, when, ny left hand

being already | oose, | could easily free nyself: and as for the

i nhabitants, | had reason to believe | might be a match for the
greatest armies they could bring against me, if they were all of the
sanme size with himthat | saw. But fortune di sposed ot herw se of ne.
VWen the peopl e observed | was quiet, they discharged no nore

arrows; but, by the noise |I heard, | knew their nunbers increased; and
about four yards fromme, over against ny right ear, | heard a
knocki ng for above an hour, |ike that of people at work; when

turning ny head that way, as well as the pegs and strings would pernit
ne, | saw a stage erected, about a foot and a half fromthe ground,
capabl e of holding four of the inhabitants, with two or three

| adders to nount it: from whence one of them who seened to be a
person of quality, nade ne a |ong speech, whereof | understood not one
syl lable. But | should have nentioned, that before the principa

person began his oration, he cried out three times, Langro dehul san
(these words and the forner were afterwards repeated and expl ai ned

to me). Wiereupon i mediately about fifty of the inhabitants cane, and
cut the strings that fastened the |left side of ny head, which gave

me the liberty of turning it to the right, and of observing the person
and gesture of himthat was to speak. He appeared to be of a niddle
age, and taller than any of the other three who attended him

wher eof one was a page that held up his train, and seened to be
somewhat | onger than my nmiddle finger; the other two stood one on each
side to support him He acted every part of an orator, and | could
observe many periods of threatenings, and others of promses, pity,
and ki ndness. | answered in a few words, but in the nost subm ssive
manner, lifting up ny left hand and both ny eyes to the sun, as
calling himfor a witness; and being al nost fam shed with hunger
havi ng not eaten a norsel for sone hours before | left the ship, |
found the denands of nature so strong upon nme, that | could not
forbear showi ng nmy inpatience (perhaps against the strict rules of
decency) by putting nmy finger frequently on nmy nouth, to signify

that | wanted food. The Hurgo (for so they call a great lord, as
afterwards | earned) understood nme very well. He descended fromthe
stage, and commanded that several |adders should be applied to ny

si des, on which above a hundred of the inhabitants nounted, and wal ked
towards nmy mouth, [ aden with baskets full of neat, which had been
provi ded, and sent thither by the King's orders, upon the first
intelligence he received of me. | observed there was the flesh of
several animals, but could not distinguish themby the taste. There
were shoul ders, legs, and |oins, shaped like those of mutton, and very
wel | dressed, but snaller than the wings of a lark. | ate them by

two or three at a mouthful, and took three | oaves at a time, about the
bi gness of nusket bullets. They supplied ne as they could, showing a

t housand nmar ks of wonder and astoni shnent at ny bul k and appetite.

t hen nmade another sign that | wanted drink. They found by ny eating
that a small quantity would not suffice ne, and being a nost ingenious
people, they slung up with great dexterity one of their |argest
hogsheads, then rolled it toward ny hand, and beat out the top;

drank it off at a draught, which | night well do, for it did not

hold half a pint, and tasted like a small w ne of Burgundy, but nuch
nore delicious. They brought nme a second hogshead, which |I drank in

t he sane manner, and made signs for nore, but they had none to give
nme. Wien | had perforned these wonders, they shouted for joy, and
danced upon ny breast, repeating several tines as they did at first,
Heki nah degul. They nade nme a sign that | should throw down the two
hogsheads, but first warning the people below to stand out of the way,
crying al oud, Borach nivola, and when they saw the vessels in the air,
there was a uni versal shout of Hekinah degul. | confess |I was often
tenpted, while they were passing backwards and forwards on ny body, to
seize forty or fifty of the first that came in ny reach, and dash them
agai nst the ground. But the remenbrance of what | had felt, which
probably might not be the worst they could do, and the prom se of
honor | nade them for so | interpreted ny subm ssive behavior, soon
drove out these inmaginations. Besides, | now considered nyself as
bound by the | aws of hospitality to a people who had treated nme with
so much expense and nmagni ficence. However, in my thoughts | could

not sufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of these dimnutive
nortal s, who dare venture to nmount and wal k upon ny body, while one of
ny hands was at |iberty, without trenbling at the very sight of so
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prodi gious a creature as | nust appear to them After some tine,

when they observed that | nade no nore demands for neat, there
appeared before me a person of high rank fromhis Inperial Mjesty.
Hi s Excel l ency, having nounted on the snmall of ny right |eg,

advanced forwards up to ny face, with about a dozen of his retinue.
And producing his credentials under the Signet Royal, which he applied
close to ny eyes, spoke about ten minutes, w thout any signs of anger
but with a kind of determ nate resolution; often pointing forwards,
which, as | afterwards found, was towards the capital city, about half
anmle distant, whither it was agreed by his Majesty in council that |
must be conveyed. | answered in few words, but to no purpose, and nade
a sign with ny hand that was | oose, putting it to the other (but

over his Excellency's head, for fear of hurting himor his train)

and then to ny own head and body, to signify that | desired ny
liberty. It appeared that he understood me well enough, for he shook
his head by way of disapprobation, and held his hand in a posture to
show that | nust be carried as a prisoner. However, he made ot her
signs to |l et nme understand that | should have nmeat and dri nk enough
and very good treatment. Wereupon | once nore thought of attenpting
to break ny bonds, but again, when | felt the smart of their arrows

upon ny face and hands, which were all in blisters, and many of the
darts still sticking in them and observing |ikewi se that the nunber
of nmy enemies increased, | gave tokens to let them know that they

m ght do with me what they pleased. Upon this the Hurgo and his

train withdrew with nuch civility and cheerful countenances. Soon
after | heard a general shout, with frequent repetitions of the words,
Pepl om selan, and | felt great nunbers of the people on ny left side
rel axing the cords to such a degree, that | was able to turn upon ny
right, and to ease nyself with making water; which | very

plentifully did, to the great astonishnent of the who conjecturing

by nmy nmotions what | was going to do, inmredi ately opened to the

right and left on that side, to avoid the torrent which fell with such
noi se and violence fromne. But before this, they had daubed my face
and both ny hands with a sort of ointnent very pleasant to the

snell, which in a few minutes removed all the smart of their arrows.
These circunstances, added to the refreshment | had received by

their victuals and drink, which were very nourishing, disposed ne to
sl eep. | slept about eight hours, as | was afterwards assured; and

it was no wonder, for the physicians, by the Enperor's order, had

m ngl ed a sleepy potion in the hogsheads of w ne.

It seens that upon the first monent | was di scovered sl eeping on the
ground after ny landing, the Enperor had early notice of it by an
express; and determned in council that | should be tied in the manner
| have related (which was done in the night while | slept), that
pl enty of neat and drink should be sent nme, and a machi ne prepared
to carry ne to the capital city.

Thi s resol ution perhaps may appear very bold and dangerous, and | am
confident would not be initated by any prince in Europe on the |ike
occasi on; however, in ny opinion, it was extrenmely prudent, as well as
generous. For supposing these people had endeavored to kill nme with
their spears and arrows while | was asleep, | should certainly have
awakened with the first sense of smart, which night so far have roused
nmy rage and strength, as to have enabled ne to break the strings
wherewith | was tied; after which, as they were not able to nake
resi stance, so they could expect no nercy.

These peopl e are nost excell ent mat henmaticians, and arrived to great
perfection in mechanics by the countenance and encouragerment of the
Enperor, who is a renowned patron of learning. This prince has several
machi nes fixed on wheels for the carriage of trees and other great
wei ghts. He often builds his |largest nen of war, whereof sone are nine
feet long, in the woods where the tinber grows, and has themcarried
on these engines three or four hundred yards to the sea. Five
hundred carpenters and engi neers were inmredi ately set at work to
prepare the greatest engine they had. It was a frane of wood raised
three inches fromthe ground, about seven feet |ong and four wi de,
novi ng upon twenty-two wheels. The shout | heard was upon the
arrival of this engine, which it seens set out in four hours after
ny landing. It was brought parallel to me as | lay. But the
principal difficulty was to raise and place ne in this vehicle. Eighty
pol es, each of one foot high, were erected for this purpose, and
very strong cords of the bigness of packthread were fastened by
hooks to nmany bandages, which the worknen had girt round ny neck, ny
hands, ny body, and ny legs. N ne hundred of the strongest men were
enpl oyed to draw up these cords by nany pul |l eys fastened on the poles,
and thus, in less than three hours, | was raised and slung into the
engine, and there tied fast. Al this | was told, for while the
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whol e operation was performing, | lay in a profound sleep, by the
force of that soporiferous nedicine infused into ny liquor. Fifteen
hundred of the Enperor's |argest horses, each about four inches and
a half high, were enployed to draw ne towards the netropolis, which
as | said, was half a mle distant.

About four hours after we began our journey, | awaked by a very
ridicul ous accident; for the carriage being stopped a while to
adj ust sonething that was out of order, two or three of the young
natives had the curiosity to see how | |ooked when | was asl eep
they clinbed up into the engine, and advanci ng very softly to ny face,
one of them an officer in the Guards, put the sharp end of his
hal f-pi ke a good way up into ny left nostril, which tickled ny nose
like a straw, and made nme sneeze violently: whereupon they stole off
unperceived, and it was three weeks before I knew the cause of ny
awaki ng so suddenly. W nade a long nmarch the remai ning part of that
day, and rested at night with five hundred guards on each side of
me, half with torches, and half with bows and arrows, ready to shoot
nme if | should offer to stir. The next norning at sunrise we continued
our march, and arrived within two hundred yards of the city gates
about noon. The Enperor, and all his court, cane out to neet us; but
his great officers would by no nmeans suffer his Mjesty to endanger
his person by nmounting on ny body.

At the place where the carriage stopped, there stood an ancient
tenple, esteened to be the largest in the whole kingdom which
havi ng been polluted sonme years before by an unnatural nurder, was,
according to the zeal of those people, |ooked on as profane, and
t herefore had been applied to common uses, and all the ornaments and
furniture carried anmay. In this edifice it was deternmned | should
| odge. The great gate fronting to the north was about four feet
hi gh, and al nost two feet wide, through which | could easily creep. On
each side of the gate was a snall w ndow not above six inches fromthe
ground: into that on the left side, the King's smths conveyed
fourscore and el even chains, like those that hang to a lady's watch in
Europe, and al nost as large, which were locked to ny left leg with six
and thirty padl ocks. Over against this tenple, on the other side of
the great highway, at twenty feet distance, there was a turret at
| east five feet high. Here the Enperor ascended with many principa
lords of his court, to have an opportunity of viewing ne, as | was
told, for I could not see them It was reckoned that above a hundred
t housand i nhabitants cane out of the town upon the sane errand; and in
spite of ny guards, | believe there could not be fewer than ten
t housand, at several tines, who nounted upon ny body by the hel p of
| adders. But a proclamation was soon issued to forbid it upon pain
of death. When the worknen found it was inpossible for me to break
| oose, they cut all the strings that bound ne; whereupon | rose up
with as nelancholy a disposition as ever | had in ny life. But the
noi se and astoni shment of the people at seeing nme rise and wal k, are
not to be expressed. The chains that held ny left |eg were about two
yards long, and gave nme not only the liberty of wal ki ng backwards
and forwards in a semi-circle; but, being fixed within four inches

of the gate, allowed ne to creep in, and lie at ny full length in
the tenple.

CHAPTER 11

VWhen | found nyself on nmy feet, | | ooked about ne, and nust

confess | never beheld a nore entertaining prospect. The country round
appeared like a continued garden, and the inclosed fields, which
were generally forty feet square, resenbled so nmany beds of flowers.
These fields were internmingled with woods of half a sting, and the
tallest trees, as | could judge, appeared to be seven feet high. |
viewed the town on ny |eft hand, which | ooked like the painted scene
of acity in a theatre.

| had been for sone hours extrenely pressed by the necessities of
nature; which was no wonder, it being al nobst two days since | had | ast

unburdened nyself. | was under great difficulties between urgency
and shane. The best expedient | could think of, was to creep into ny
house, which |I accordingly did; and shutting the gate after ne, | went

as far as the length of ny chain would suffer, and di scharged ny

body of that uneasy load. But this was the only tinme | was ever guilty
of so uncleanly an action; for which I cannot but hope the candid
reader will give sone allowance, after he has maturely and inpartially
considered ny case, and the distress | was in. Fromthis tine ny
constant practice was, as soon as | rose, to performthat business

in open air, at the full extent of ny chain, and due care was taken
every norning before conpany canme, that the of fensive nmatter should be
carried off in wheel barrows, by two servants appointed for that
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purpose. | would not have dwelt so |ong upon a circunstance, that
perhaps at first sight nay appear not very nonentous, if | had not
thought it necessary to justify my character in point of cleanliness
to the world; which | amtold some of ny naligners have been
pl eased, upon this and other occasions, to call in question
When this adventure was at an end, | cane back out of my house,
havi ng occasion for fresh air. The Enperor was already descended
fromthe tower, and advanci ng on horseback towards nme, whi ch had
like to have cost himdear; for the beast, though very well trained,
yet wholly unused to such a sight, which appeared as if a nountain
noved before him he reared up on his hinder feet: but that prince,
who i s an excell ent horsenan, kept his seat, till his attendants ran
in, and held the bridle, while his Majesty had tine to di snmount.
When he alighted, he surveyed ne round with great admiration, but kept
wi thout the Iength of ny chain. He ordered his cooks and butlers,
who were already prepared, to give ne victuals and drink, which they
pushed forward in a sort of vehicle upon wheels till | could reach
them | took these vehicles, and soon enptied themall; twenty of them
were filled with neat, and ten with |liquor; each of the former
afforded nme two or three good nouthfuls, and | enptied the |iquor of
ten vessels, which was contained in earthen vials, into one vehicle,
drinking it off at a draught; and so | did with the rest. The Enpress,
and young Princes of the blood, of both sexes, attended by nmany
| adi es, sat at some distance in their chairs; but upon the accident
t hat happened to the Enperor's horse, they alighted, and cane near his
person, which | amnow going to describe. He is taller by alnbst the
breadth of ny nail than any of his court, which alone is enough to
strike an awe into the beholders. His features are strong and
mascul ine, with an Austrian |lip and arched nose, his conpl exion olive,
hi s countenance erect, his body and linbs well proportioned, all his
noti ons graceful, and his deportnent majestic. He was then past his
prime, being twenty-eight years and three quarters old, of which he
had rei gned about seven, in great felicity, and generally
victorious. For the better conveni ence of beholding him | lay on ny
side, so that ny face was parallel to his, and he stood but three
yards off: however, | have had him since many tinmes in ny hand, and
t heref ore cannot be deceived in the description. H s dress was very
plain and sinple, and the fashion of it between the Asiatic and the
Eur opean; but he had on his head a |light hel net of gold, adorned
with jewels, and a plune on the crest. He held his sword drawn in
his hand, to defend hinself, if | should happen to break |oose; it was
al nost three inches long, the hilt and scabbard were gold enriched
wi th dianonds. His voice was shrill, but very clear and articul ate,
and | could distinctly hear it when | stood up. The | adi es and
courtiers were all nmost magnificently clad, so that the spot they
st ood upon seened to resenble a petticoat spread on the ground,
enbroidered with figures of gold and silver. Hi s Inperial Mjesty
spoke often to ne, and | returned answers, but neither of us could
understand a syllable. There were several of his priests and | awers
present (as | conjectured by their habits) who were comanded to
address thenselves to nme, and | spoke to themin as many | anguages
as | had the least smattering of, which were Hi gh and Low Dutch
Latin, French, Spanish, Italian, and Lingua Franca; but all to no
pur pose. After about two hours the court retired, and | was |eft
with a strong guard, to prevent the inpertinence, and probably the
nmal i ce of the rabble, who were very inpatient to crowd about ne as
near as they dare, and sonme of them had the inmpudence to shoot their
arrows at ne as | sat on the ground by the door of ny house, whereof
one very narrowmy mssed ny left eye. But the colonel ordered six of
the ringleaders to be seized, and thought no punishnment so proper as
to deliver them bound into nmy hands, which sone of his soldiers
accordingly did, pushing themforwards with the butt-ends of their
pi kes into ny reach; | took themall in ny right hand, put five of
theminto my coat pocket, and as to the sixth, | nade a countenance as
if I would eat himalive. The poor man squalled terribly, and the
colonel and his officers were in nmuch pain, especially when they saw
me take out mny penknife: but | soon put themout of fear; for, |ooking
mldly, and i mmediately cutting the strings he was bound with, | set
himgently on the ground, and away he ran. | treated the rest in the
sanme nmanner, taking them one by one out of nmy pocket, and | observed
both the soldiers and people were highly obliged at this mark of ny
cl enmency, which was represented very nuch to ny advantage at court.
Towards night | with sone difficulty got into my house, where
lay on the ground, and continued to do so about a fortnight; during
which tine the Enperor gave orders to have a bed prepared for ne.
Si x hundred beds of the comon neasure were brought in carriages,
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and worked up in ny house; a hundred and fifty of their beds sewn

t oget her nade up the breadth and |l ength, and these were four double,
whi ch however kept ne but very indifferently fromthe hardness of

the floor, that was of snoboth stone. By the sanme conputation they
provided me with sheets, blankets, and coverlets, tolerable enough for
one who had been so long inured to hardships as |I.

As the news of my arrival spread through the kingdom it brought
prodi gi ous nunbers of rich, idle, and curious people to see ne; so
that the villages were al nost enptied, and great neglect of tillage
and househol d affairs nust have ensued, if his Inperial Mjesty had
not provided, by several proclamations and orders of state, against
this inconveniency. He directed that those who had al ready beheld ne
shoul d return home, and not presume to come within fifty yards of ny
house without |icense fromcourt; whereby the secretaries of state got
consi derabl e fees.

In the neantinme, the Enperor held frequent councils to debate what
course should be taken with me; and | was afterwards assured by a
particular friend, a person of great quality, who was | ooked upon to
be as much in the secret as any, that the court was under many
difficulties concerning ne. They apprehended ny breaking | oose, that
nmy diet would be very expensive, and m ght cause a famine. Sonetines
they determned to starve ne, or at |least to shoot me in the face
and hands with poi soned arrows, which would soon di spatch me: but
again they considered, that the stench of so |arge a carcass m ght
produce a plague in the netropolis, and probably spread through the
whol e kingdom |In the mdst of these consultations, several officers
of the army went to the door of the great council chanber; and two
of them being admtted, gave an account of ny behavior to the six
crimnal s above nmentioned, which nmade so favorable an inpression in
the breast of his Mjesty and the whole board in ny behal f, that an
| mperial Conmi ssion was issued out, obliging all the villages nine
hundred yards round the city, to deliver in every norning six
beeves, forty sheep, and other victuals for my sustenance; together
with a proportionable quantity of bread, and wi ne, and other |iquors
for the due paynent of which his Mjesty gave assignments upon his
treasury. For this prince lives chiefly upon his own denesnes, sel dom
except upon great occasions, raising any subsidies upon his
subj ects, who are bound to attend himin his wars at their own
expense. An establishnent was-al so made of six hundred persons to be
ny donestics, who had board-wages all owed for their naintenance, and
tents built for themvery conveniently on each side of nmy door. It was
i kewi se ordered, that three hundred tailors should make me a suit
of clothes after the fashion of the country: that six of his Mjesty's
greatest scholars should be enployed to instruct me in their |anguage:
and, lastly, that the Enperor's horses, and those of the nobility, and
troops of guards, should be frequently exercised in ny sight, to
accustom thenselves to ne. Al these orders were duly put in
execution, and in about three weeks | nmade a great progress in
| earning their |anguage; during which tine the Enperor frequently
honored ne with his visits, and was pleased to assist ny nasters in
teaching ne. We began already to converse together in sone sort; and
the first words | |earned were to express ny desire that he would
pl ease give nme ny liberty, which | every day repeated on ny knees. His
answer, as | could apprehend it, was, that this nust be a work of
time, not to be thought on w thout the advice of his council, and that
first I nmust Lunbs kel min pesso desnmar | on Enposo; that is, swear a
peace with himand his ki ngdom However, that | should be used with
al | kindness; and he advised ne to acquire, by ny patience and
di screet behavi or, the good opinion of hinmself and his subjects. He
desired | would not take it ill, if he gave orders to certain proper
officers to search me; for probably | might carry about ne severa
weapons, which nust needs be dangerous things, if they answered the
bul k of so prodigious a person. | said, his Mjesty should be
satisfied, for | was ready to strip nyself, and turn out mnmy pockets
before him This | delivered part in words, and part in signs. He
replied, that by the |laws of the kingdom | nust be searched by two
of his officers; that he knew this could not be done without ny
consent and assi stance; that he had so good an opi nion of ny
generosity and justice, as to trust their persons in ny hands: that
what ever they took fromnme should be returned when | left the country,
or paid for at the rate which | would set upon them | took up the two
officers in ny hands, put themfirst into ny coat-pockets, and then
into every other pocket about ne, except ny two fobs, and another
secret pocket | had no nmind should be searched, wherein | had sone
little necessaries that were of no consequence to any but myself. In
one of ny fobs there was a silver watch, and in the other a snall
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gquantity of gold in a purse. These gentlenmen, having pen, ink, and
paper about them made an exact inventory of everything they saw
and when they were through, desired | would set them down, that they
m ght deliver it to the Enperor. This inventory | afterwards
translated that into English, and is word for word as foll ows.

Imprims, In the right coat pocket of the Great Man Mountain (for so
| interpret the words Quinbus Flestrin) after the strictest search, we
found only one great piece of coarse cloth, |large enough to be a
foot cloth for your Majesty's chief roomof state. In the |eft
pocket we saw a huge silver chest, with a cover of the sane netal
whi ch we the searchers were not able to Iift. W desired it should
be opened, and one of us stepping into it, found hinself up to the md
leg in a sort of dust, sone part whereof flying up to our faces, set
us both sneezing for several times together. In his right waistcoat
pocket we found a prodigious bundle of white thin substances, folded
one over another, about the bigness of three nen, tied with a strong
cable, and nmarked with black figures; which we hunbly conceive to be
witings, every letter alnost half as large as the pal mof our
hands. In the left there was a sort of engine, fromthe back of
whi ch were extended twenty | ong poles, resenbling the palisades before
your Majesty's court; wherewith we conjecture the Man-Muntain conbs
his head, for we did not always trouble himw th questions, because we
found it a great difficulty to nake hi munderstand us. In the large
pocket on the right side of his mddle cover (so | translate the
word ranfu-lo, by which they neant ny breeches) we saw a hollow pillar
of iron, about the Ilength of a man, fastened to a strong pi ece of
tinmber, larger than the pillar; and upon one side of the pillar were
huge pi eces of iron sticking out, cut into strange figures, which we
know not what to nmake of. In the |eft pocket, another engine of the
same kind. In the smaller pocket on the right side, were several round
flat pieces of white and red nmetal, of different bulk; sone of the
white, which seemed to be silver, were so | arge and heavy, that ny
contrade and | could hardly Iift them In the |eft pocket were two
black pillars irregularly shaped: we could not, without difficulty,
reach the top of themas we stood at the bottom of his pocket. One
of them was covered, and seermed all of a piece: but at the upper end
of the other, there appeared a white round substance, about twi ce
t he bigness of our heads. Wthin each of these was encl osed a
prodi gi ous plate of steel; which, by our orders, we obliged himto
show us, because we apprehended they night be dangerous engines. He
took themout of their cases, and told us, that in his own country his
practice was to shave his beard with one of these, and to cut his neat
with the other. There were two pockets which we could not enter: these
he called his fobs; they were two large slits cut into the top of
his mddle cover, but squeezed close by the pressure of his belly. CQut
of the right fob hung a great silver chain, with a wonderful kind of
engine at the bottom W directed himto draw out whatever was
fastened to that chain; which appeared to be a globe, half silver, and
hal f of sone transparent netal: for on the transparent side we saw
certain strange figures circularly drawn, and thought we coul d touch

them till we found our fingers stopped by that |ucid substance. He
put this engine to our ears, which nmade an incessant noise |ike that
of a waternill: and we conjecture it is either some unknown aninmal, or

the god that he worships; but we are nore inclined to the latter
opi ni on, because he assured us (if we understood himright, for he
expressed hinself very inperfectly) that he sel dom di d anyt hi ng

wi thout consulting it: he called it his oracle, and said it pointed
out the tine for every action of his life. Fromthe left fob he took
out a net alnost |arge enough for a fisherman, but contrived to open
and shut like a purse, and serve himfor the sanme use: we found
therein several nmssy pieces of yellow netal, which, if they be rea
gol d, rust be of inmense val ue.

Havi ng thus, in obedience to your Majesty's comuands, diligently
searched all his pockets, we observed a girdle about his waist made of
the hide of sone prodigious aninmal; fromwhich, on the left side, hung
a sword of the length of five men; and on the right, a bag or pouch
divided into two cells, each cell capable of holding three of your
Maj esty's subjects. In one of these cells were several globes or balls
of a nobst ponderous netal, about the bigness of our heads, and
requiring a strong hand to Iift them the other cell contained a
heap of certain black grains, but of no great bulk or weight, for we
could hold above fifty of themin the palms of our hands.

This is an exact inventory of what we found about the body of the
Man- Mount ai n, who used us with great civility, and due respect to your
Maj esty's conmi ssion. Signed and seal ed on the fourth day of the
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ei ghty-ni nth noon of your Mjesty's auspicious reign
Clefren Frel ock, Marsi Frel ock

VWhen this inventory was read over to the Enperor, he directed ne,
although in very gentle terns, to deliver up the severa
particulars. He first called for ny scimtar, which | took out,
scabbard and all. In the nmeantime he ordered three thousand of his
choi cest troops (who then attended hin) to surround ne at a
di stance, with their bows and arrows just ready to discharge: but I
did not observe it, for ny eyes were wholly fixed upon his Mjesty. He
then desired ne to draw ny scimtar, which, although it had got sone
rust by the sea water, was in nost parts exceeding bright. | did so,
and imedi ately all the troops gave a shout between terror and
surprise; for the sun shone clear, and the reflection dazzled their
eyes as | waved the scimtar to and fro in ny hand. H's Mjesty, who
i s a nost magnani mous prince, was |ess daunted than | could expect; he
ordered me to return it into the scabbard, and cast it on the ground
as gently as | could, about six foot fromthe end of my chain. The
next thing he denmanded was one of the hollow iron pillars, by which he
meant my pocket-pistols. | drewit out, and at his desire, as well
as | could, expressed to himthe use of it; and charging it only
wi th powder, which by the cl oseness of ny pouch happened to escape
wetting in the sea (an inconveni ence agai nst which all prudent
mari ners take special care to provide) | first cautioned the Enperor
not to be afraid, and then | let it off in the air. The astoni shnent
here was much greater than at the sight of ny scinitar. Hundreds
fell down as if they had been struck dead; and even the Enperor
al t hough he stood his ground, could not recover hinmself in some
time. | delivered up both ny pistols in the sane manner as | had
done ny scimitar, and then my pouch of powder and bullets; begging him
that the forner might be kept fromthe fire, for it would kindle
with the smallest spark, and blow up his inperial palace into the air.
I likewi se delivered up nmy watch, which the Enperor was very curi ous
to see, and commanded two of his tallest yeonmen of the guards to
bear it on a pole upon their shoulders, as draynmen in England do a
barrel of ale. He was amazed at the continual noise it nmade, and the
noti on of the m nute-hand, which he could easily discern; for their
sight is nuch nmore acute than ours; and asked the opinions of his
| earned nen about him which were various and renpte, as the reader
may well imagine without my repeating; although indeed | could not
very perfectly understand them | then gave up ny silver and copper
noney, my purse with nine |large pieces of gold, and some small er ones;
ny knife and razor, ny conb and silver snuff-box, my handkerchief and
journal -book. My scimtar, pistols, and pouch, were conveyed in
carriages to his Majesty's stores; but the rest of ny goods were
returned ne.

| had, as | before observed, one private pocket which escaped
their search, wherein there was a pair of spectacles (which I
sonetines use for the weakness of ny eyes), a pocket perspective,
and several other little conveni ences; which, being of no
consequence to the Enperor, | did not think myself bound in honor to
di scover, and | apprehended they might be lost or spoiled if I
ventured them out of ny possession

CHAPTER 111

My gentl eness and good behavi or had gained so far on the Enperor and
his court, and indeed upon the arnmy and people in general, that |
began to concei ve hopes of getting ny liberty in a short tine. |
took all possible methods to cultivate this favorabl e disposition. The
natives cane by degrees to be | ess apprehensive of any danger from ne.
| would sonetines lie down, and let five or six of themdance on ny
hand. And | ast the boys and girls would venture to conme and play at
hi de and seek in my hair. | had now nade good progress in
under st andi ng and speaking their |anguage. The Enperor had a mnind
one day to entertain ne with several of the country shows, wherein
t hey exceeded all nations | have known, both for dexterity and
magni fi cence. | was diverted with none so nuch as that of the
rope-dancers, performed upon a slender white thread, extended about
two feet, and twelve inches fromthe ground. Upon which | shall desire
liberty, with the reader's patience, to enlarge a little.

This diversion is only practiced by those persons who are candi dates
for great enployments and high favors at court. They are trained in
this art fromtheir youth, and are not always of noble birth, or
i beral education. When a great office is vacant either by death or
di sgrace (which often happens) five or six of those candi dates
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petition the Enperor to entertain his Majesty and the court with a
dance on the rope, and whoever junps the highest without falling,
succeeds in the office. Very often the chief mnisters thensel ves
are commanded to show their skill, and to convince the Enperor that
they have not lost their faculty. Flimap, the Treasurer, is allowed
to cut a caper on the straight rope, at least an inch higher than
any other lord in the whole enpire. | have seen himdo the sumerset
several tinmes together upon a trencher fixed on the rope, which is
no thicker than a common packthread in England. My friend Rel dresal
principal Secretary for Private Affairs, is, innmy opinion, if | am
not partial, the second after the Treasurer; the rest of the great
of ficers are nuch upon a par

These diversions are often attended with fatal accidents, whereof
great nunmbers are on record. | nyself have seen two or three
candi dates break a linb. But the danger is nuch greater when the
m ni sters thensel ves are conmanded to show their dexterity; for by
contending to excell thenselves and their fellows, they strain so far
that there is hardly one of them who has not received a fall, and sone
of themtwo or three. | was assured that a year or two before ny
arrival, Flimap would have infallibly broken his neck, if one of
the King's cushions, that accidentally lay on the ground, had not
weakened the force of his fall

There is |ikew se another diversion, which is only shown before
t he Enperor and Enpress, and first nminister, upon particular
occasi ons. The Enperor lays on the table three fine silken threads
of six inches long. One is blue, the other red, and the third green
These threads are proposed as prizes for those persons whomthe
Enperor has a mnd to distinguish by a peculiar mark of his favor. The
cerenony is perforned in his Majesty's great chanber of state, where
the candi dates are to undergo a trial of dexterity very different from
the former, and such as | have not observed the | east resenbl ance of
in any other country of the old or the new world. The Enperor holds
a stick in his hands, both ends parallel to the horizon, while the
candi dat es, advanci ng one by one, sonetines |eap over the stick,
sometines creep under it backwards and forwards several tines,
according as the stick is advanced or depressed. Sonetines the Enperor
hol ds one end of the stick, and his first minister the other;
sonetines the mnister has it entirely to hinself. Woever perforns
his part with nmost agility, and holds out the |ongest in | eaping and
creeping, is rewarded with the blue-colored silk; the red is given
to the next, and the green to the third, which they all wear girt
twi ce round about the middle; and you see few great persons about this
court who are not adorned with one of these girdles.

The horses of the arny, and those of the royal stables, having
been daily I ed before nme, were no |onger shy, but would come up to
ny very feet without starting. The riders would | eap them over ny hand
as | held it on the ground, and one of the Enperor's huntsmen, upon

a large courser, took nmy foot, shoe and all; which was i ndeed a
prodi gious leap. | had the good fortune to divert the Enperor one
day after a very extraordinary manner. | desired he woul d order

several sticks two feet high, and the thickness of an ordinary cane,
to be brought ne; whereupon his Majesty conmanded the nmaster of his
woods to give directions accordingly; and the next norning six woodnmen
arrived with as many carriages, drawn by eight horses to each.

took nine of these sticks, and fixing themfirmy in the ground in a
guadrangul ar figure, two feet and a half square, | took four other
sticks, and tied themparallel at each corner, about two feet fromthe
ground; then | fastened ny handkerchief to the nine sticks that

stood erect, and extended it on all sides till it was as tight as

the top of a drum and the four parallel sticks rising about five

i nches higher than the handkerchi ef served as | edges on each side.
When | had finished ny work, | desired the Enperor to let a troop of
his best horse, twentyfour in nunber, conme and exercise upon this
plain. His Majesty approved of the proposal, and | took them up one by
one in ny hands, ready nounted and arned, with the proper officers

to exercise them As soon as they got into order, they divided into
two parties, performed nock skirm shes, discharged blunt arrows,

drew their swords, fled and pursued, attacked and retired, and in
short discovered the best nilitary discipline | ever beheld. The
paral | el sticks secured themand their horses fromfalling over the
stage; and the Enperor was so much delighted, that he ordered this
entertainment to be repeated several days, and once was pleased to

be lifted up and give the word of command; and, with great difficulty,
persuaded even the Enpress herself to et me hold her in her close
chair within two yards of the stage, fromwhence she was able to

take a full view of the whole performance. It was ny good fortune that
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no ill accident happened in these entertainnents, only once a fiery
horse that bel onged to one of the captains pawing with his hoof struck
a hole in ny handkerchief, and his foot slipping, he overthrew his
rider and hinself; but | imediately relieved them both, and

covering the hole with one hand, | set down the troop with the

other, in the same manner as | took themup. The horse that fell was
strained in the left shoul der, but the rider got no hurt, and

repai red ny handkerchief as well as | could: however | would not trust
to the strength of it any nore in such dangerous enterprises.

About two or three days before | was set at liberty, as | was
entertaining the court with these kind of feats, there arrived an
express to informhis Majesty that sone of his subjects riding near
the place where | was first taken up, had seen a great black substance
lying on the ground, very oddly shaped, extending its edges round as
wi de as his Majesty's bedchanber, and rising up in the mddle as
high as a man; that it was no living creature, as they at first
apprehended, for it lay on the grass w thout notion, and sone of
t hem had wal ked round it several tunes: that by nounting upon each
ot her's shoul ders, they had got to the top, which was flat and even
and stanping upon it they found it was hollow within; that they hunbly
conceived it night be sonething bel onging to the Man- Mountain, and
if his Majesty pleased, they would undertake to bring it with only
five horses. | presently knew what they neant, and was glad at heart
to receive this intelligence. It seens upon ny first reaching the
shore after our shipweck, | was in such confusion, that before |I cane
to the place where | went to sleep, ny hat, which |I had fastened
with a string to ny head while | was row ng, and had stuck on all
the tine | was swnmming, fell off after | came to land; the string, as
| conjecture, breaking by sone accident which | never observed, but
t hought nmy hat had been lost at sea. | entreated his Inperia
Maj esty to give orders it might be brought to ne as soon as
possi bl e, describing to himthe use and the nature of it: and the next
day the wagoners arrived with it, but not in a very good condition
they had bored two holes in the brim wthin an inch and a half of the
edge, and fastened two hooks in the holes; these hooks were tied by
a long cord to the harness, and thus ny hat was dragged al ong for
above half an English mile: but the ground in that country being
extrenmely snooth and level, it received | ess danmage than | expected.

Two days after this adventure, the Enperor having ordered that
part of his army which quarters in and about his netropolis to be in a
readi ness, took a fancy of diverting hinmself in a very singular
manner. He desired | would stand |ike a Col ossus, with nmy | egs as
far asunder as | conveniently could. He then comanded his Genera
(who was an ol d experienced | eader, and a great patron of mine) to
draw up the troops in close order, and march them under ne, the foot
by twentyfour in a breast, and the horse by sixteen, with druns
beating, colors flying, and pi kes advanced. This body consisted of
three thousand foot, and a thousand horse. H's Majesty gave orders,
upon pain of death, that every soldier in his march shoul d observe the
strictest decency with regard to nmy person; which, however, could
not prevent some of the younger officers fromturning up their eyes as
t hey passed under me. And, to confess the truth, ny breeches were at
that time in so ill a condition, that they afforded sonme opportunities
for laughter and admiration.

| had sent so nmany nenorials and petitions for ny liberty, that
his Majesty at length nentioned the matter, first in the cabinet,
and then in a full council; where it was opposed by none, except
Skyresh Bol gol am who was pl eased, wi thout any provocation, to be ny
nortal eneny. But it was carried against himby the whole board, and
confirnmed by the Enperor. That minister was Gal bet, or Admiral of
the Realm very much in his naster's confidence, and a person well
versed in affairs, but of a norose and sour conpl exi on. However, he
was at length persuaded to conply; but prevailed that the articles and
conditions upon which | should be set free, and to which | nust swear,
shoul d be drawn up by hinmself. These articles were brought to ne by
Skyresh Bol golamin person, attended by two under-secretaries, and
several persons of distinction. After they were read, | was demanded
to swear to the performance of them first in the manner of nmy own
country, and afterwards in the method prescribed by their |aws;
which was to hold nmy right foot in ny left hand, to place the niddle
finger of my right hand on the crown of my head, and ny thumb on the
tip of my right ear. But because the reader may perhaps be curious
to have sonme idea of the style and manner of expression peculiar to
that people, as well as to know the articles upon which | recovered ny
liberty, | have nade a translation of the whole instrunent word for
word, as near as | was able, which | here offer to the public.
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GOLBASTO MOVAREN EVLAVE GURDI LO SHEFI N MULLY ULLY GUE, nost nighty
Enperor of Lilliput, delight and terror of the universe, whose
dom ni ons extend five thousand bl ustrugs (about twelve niles in
circunference) to the extrenmities of the globe; nonarch of al
nonarchs, taller than the sons of nen; whose feet press down to the
center, and whose head strikes against the sun; at whose nod the
princes of the earth shake their knees; pleasant as the spring,
confortable as the sunmer, fruitful as autumm, dreadful as winter. H's
nost subline Mjesty proposes to the Man-Muntain, lately arrived to
our celestial domnions, the followi ng articles, which by a solem
oath he shall be obliged to perform

First, The Man-Muntain shall not depart from our dom nions, w thout
our |icense under our great seal

2nd, He shall not presume to conme into our netropolis, wthout our
express order; at which tine the inhabitants shall have two hours
warning to keep within their doors.

3rd, The said Man-Muntain shall confine his wal ks to our
princi pal high roads, and not offer to walk or Iie down in a meadow or
field of corn.

4th, As he wal ks the said roads, he shall take the utnopst care not
to tranpl e upon the bodies of any of our |oving subjects, their
horses, or carriages, nor take any of our said subjects into his
hands, without their own consent.

5th, If an express requires extraordi nary dispatch, the Mn-Muntain
shal |l be obliged to carry in his pocket the nmessenger and horse a
si x days journey once in every noon, and return the said messenger
back (if so required) safe to our |nperial Presence.

6th, He shall be our ally against our enemes in the |Island of
Bl efuscu, and do his utnost to destroy their fleet, which is now
preparing to invade us.

7th, That the said Man-Muntain shall, at his times of |eisure, be
ai ding and assisting to our worknen, in helping to raise certain great
stones, towards covering the wall of the principal park, and other
of our royal buildings.

8th, That the said Man-Muntain shall, in tw noons' tine, deliver
in an exact survey of the circunference of our dom nions by a
conputati on of his own paces round the coast.

Lastly, That upon his solem oath to observe all the above
articles, the said Man-Muntain shall have a daily allowance of neat
and drink sufficient for the support of 1,728 of our subjects, with
free access to our Royal Person, and other nmarks of our favor. G ven
at our Palace at Belfaborac the twelfth day of the ninety-first noon
of our reign.

| swore and subscribed to these articles with great cheerful ness and
content, although some of themwere not so honorable as |I could have
wi shed; which proceeded wholly fromthe nmalice of Skyresh Bol gol amthe
Hi gh Admiral: whereupon ny chains were i mediately unl ocked, and | was
at full liberty; the Enperor hinmself in person did ne the honor to
be by at the whole cerenony. | made ny acknow edgnents by
prostrating nyself at his Majesty's feet: but he comanded ne to rise;
and after nmany graci ous expressions, which, to avoid the censure of
vanity, | shall not repeat, he added, that he hoped |I should prove a
useful servant, and well deserve all the favors he had al ready
conferred upon ne, or nmight do for the future.

The reader may pl ease to observe, that in the last article for the
recovery of nmy liberty the Enperor stipulates to allow ne a quantity
of meat and drink sufficient for the support of 1,728 Lilliputians.
Sone tine after, asking a friend at court how they came to fix on that
determ nate number, he told me that his Mjesty's mat hemati ci ans,
havi ng taken the height of ny body by the help of a quadrant, and
finding it to exceed theirs in the proportion of twelve to one, they
concluded fromthe sinilarity of their bodies, that nine nust
contain at least 1,728 of theirs, and consequently would require as
much food as was necessary to support that nunmber of Lilliputians.

By which the reader may conceive an idea of the ingenuity of that
people, as well as the prudent and exact econony of so great a prince.

CHAPTER |V

The first request | nade after | had obtained ny liberty, was,
that | mght have license to see MIdendo, the netropolis, which the
Enperor easily granted nme, but with a special charge to do no hurt
either to the inhabitants or their houses. The people had notice by
procl amati on of ny design to visit the town. The wall which
enconpassed it is two feet and a half high, and at |east el even inches
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broad, so that a coach and horses may be driven very safely round
it; and it is flanked with strong towers at ten feet distance. |
stepped over the great Gate, and passed very gently, and sidering
t hrough the two principal streets, only in nmy short waistcoat, for
fear of damagi ng the roofs and eaves of the houses with the skirts
of my coat. | walked with the utnbst circumspection, to avoid treading
on any stragglers, that night remain in the streets, although the
orders were very strict, that all people should keep in their houses
at their own peril. The garret wi ndows and tops of houses were so
crowmded with spectators, that | thought in all ny travels | had not
seen a nore popul ous place. The city is an exact square, each side
of the wall being five hundred feet long. The two great streets, which
run cross and divide it into four quarters, are five feet wide. The
| anes and alleys, which I could not enter, but only viewed them as
passed, are fromtwelve to eighteen inches. The town is capable of
hol ding five hundred thousand souls. The houses are fromthree to five
stories. The shops and narkets well provided.

The Enperor's palace is in the centre of the city, where the two
great streets neet. It is enclosed by a wall of two feet high, and

twenty feet distant fromthe buildings. | had his Mjesty's permi ssion
to step over this wall; and the space being so wi de between that and
the palace, | could easily viewit on every side. The outward court is

a square of forty feet, and includes two other courts: in the innost
are the royal apartments, which | was very desirous to see, but

found it extrenely difficult; for the great gates, from one square
into anot her, were but eighteen inches high and seven i nches w de. Now
t he buildings of the outer court were at least five feet high, and

it was inpossible for me to stride over themw thout infinite danage
to the pile, though the walls were strongly built of hewn stone, and
four inches thick. At the sane tinme the Enperor had a great desire
that | should see the magnificence of his palace; but this |I was not
able to do till three days after, which | spent in cutting down with
ny knife sone of the largest trees in the royal park, about a

hundred yards distant fromthe city. O these trees | made two stools,
each about three feet high, and strong enough to bear ny weight. The

peopl e having received notice a second tine, | went again through

the city to the palace, with my two stools in nmy hands. Wen | canme to
the side of the outer court, | stood upon one stool, and took the
other in nmy hand: this | lifted over the roof, and gently set it

down on the space between the first and second court, which was

eight feet wide. | then stepped over the buildings very conveniently

fromone stool to the other, and drew up the first after ne with a
hooked stick. By this contrivance | got into the innost court; and
| yi ng down upon ny side, | applied ny face to the wi ndows of the
m ddl e stories, which were | eft open on purpose, and discovered the
nost splendid apartnents that can be inagined. There | saw the Enpress
and the young Princes, in their several lodgings, with their chief
attendants about them Her Inperial Majesty was pleased to snmle
very graciously upon ne, and gave me out of the w ndow her hand to
ki ss.

But | shall not anticipate the reader with farther descriptions of
this kind, because | reserve themfor a greater work, which is now
al nost ready for the press, containing a general description of this
enpire, fromits first erection, through a long series of princes,
with a particular account of their wars and politics, |aws,
| earning, and religion: their plants and aninmals, their peculiar
manners and customs, with other matters very curious and useful; ny
chief design at present being only to relate such events and
transactions as happened to the public, or to nyself, during a
resi dence of about nine nonths in that enpire.

One norning, about a fortnight after |I had obtained my liberty,
Rel dresal, principal Secretary (as they style him of Private Affairs,
cane to my house attended only by one servant. He ordered his coach to
wait at a distance, and desired | would give himan hour's audi ence;
which | readily consented to, on account of his quality and persona
nerits, as well as the many good offices he had done nme during ny
solicitations at court. | offered to lie down, that he m ght the
nore conveniently reach ny ear; but he chose rather to et nme hold him
in my hand during our conversation. He began with conplinments on ny
liberty; said he mght pretend to sonme nerit in it: but, however,
added, that if it had not been for the present situation of things
at court, perhaps | mght not have obtained it so soon. For, said
he, as flourishing a condition as we nmay appear to be in to
foreigners, we |abor under two mghty evils; a violent faction at
hone, and the danger of an invasion by a npbst potent eneny from
abroad. As to the first, you are to understand, that for above seventy
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noons past there have been two struggling parties in this enpire,
under the nanes of Tramecksan and Sl anecksan, fromthe high and | ow
heel s on their shoes, by which they distinguish thenselves. It is
al | eged i ndeed, that the high heels are npbst agreeable to our
anci ent constitution: but however this be, his Mjesty has
determ ned to nake use of only |low heels in the adninistration of
the government, and all offices in the gift of the Crown, as you
cannot but observe; and particularly, that his Mjesty's |nperia
heel s are lower at least by a drurr than any of his court; (drurr is a
neasure about the fourteenth part of an inch). The aninpsities between
these two parties run so high, that they will neither eat nor drink
nor talk with each other. W conpute the Tranecksan, or Hi gh-Heels, to
exceed us in nunber; but the power is wholly on our side. W apprehend
his Inperial H ghness, the Heir to the Crown, to have sone tendency
towards the High-Heels; at |east we can plainly discover one of his
heel s hi gher than the other, which gives hima hobble in his gait.
Now, in the midst of these intestine disquiets, we are threatened wth
an invasion fromthe Island of Bl efuscu, which is the other great
enpire of the universe, alnost as |large and powerful as this of his
Maj esty. For as to what we have heard you affirm that there are other
ki ngdonms and states in the world inhabited by human creatures as |arge
as yoursel f, our philosophers are in nuch doubt, and woul d rather
conj ecture that you dropped fromthe noon, or one of the stars;
because it is certain, that a hundred nortals of your bulk would, in a
short time, destroy all the fruits and cattle of his Mjesty's
domi ni ons. Besides, our histories of six thousand noons make no
mention of any other regions, than the two great enmpires of Lilliput
and Bl efuscu. Wiich two mighty powers have, as | was going to tel
you, been engaged in a npbst obstinate war for six and thirty noons
past. It began upon the followi ng occasion. It is allowed on al
hands, that the prinitive way of breaking eggs, before we eat them
was upon the larger end: but his present Mjesty's grandfather
whil e he was a boy, going to eat an egg, and breaking it according
to the ancient practice, happened to cut one of his fingers. \Wereupon
t he Enperor his father published an edict, conmanding all his
subj ects, upon great penalties, to break the snmaller end of their
eggs. The people so highly resented this law, that our histories
tell us there have been six rebellions raised on that account; wherein
one Emperor lost his life, and another his crown. These ci vi
conmotions were constantly fonented by the nonarchs of Bl efuscu; and
when they were quelled, the exiles always fled for refuge to that
enpire. It is conmputed, that el even thousand persons have, at
several times, suffered death, rather than subnit to break their
eggs at the snmaller end. Many hundred | arge vol unes have been
publ i shed upon this controversy: but the books of the Big-Endi ans have
been | ong forbidden, and the whol e party rendered incapable by |aw
of hol ding enpl oyments. During the course of these troubles, the
Enperors of Blefuscu did frequently expostulate by their
anmbassadors, accusing us of making a schismin religion, by
of fendi ng agai nst a fundanental doctrine of our great prophet Lustrog,
inthe fifty-fourth chapter of the Blundecral (which is their however
is thought to be a nere strain upon the text: for the words are these;
That all true believers shall break their eggs at the convenient
end: and which is the convenient end, seens, in ny hunbl e opinion
to be left to every nman's conscience, or at least in the power of
the chief magistrate to determ ne. Now the Bi g- Endi an exil es have
found so nmuch credit in the Enmperor of Blefuscu's court, and so nuch
private assistance and encouragenent fromtheir party here at hone,
that a bl oody war has been carried on between the two enpires for
six and thirty noons with various success; during which tine we have
lost forty capital ships, and a nuch greater number of smaller
vessel s, together with thirty thousand of our best seanen and
sol diers; and the danage received by the eneny is reckoned to be
somewhat greater than ours. However, they have now equi pped a nunerous
fleet, and are just preparing to make a descent upon us; and his
| mperial Majesty, placing great confidence in your val or and strength,
has commanded nme to lay this account of his affairs before you

| desired the Secretary to present ny hunble duty to the Enperor
and to let himknow, that | thought it would not beconme ne, who was
a foreigner, to interfere with parties; but | was ready, with the
hazard of ny life, to defend his person and state agai nst all
i nvaders.

CHAPTER V

The Enpire of Blefuscu is an island situated to the
north-northeast side of Lilliput, fromwhence it is parted only by a
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channel of eight hundred yards wide. | had not yet seen it, and upon
this notice of an intended invasion, | avoided appearing on that

side of the coast, for fear of being discovered by sone of the eneny's
shi ps, who had received no intelligence of nme, all intercourse between
the two enpires having been strictly forbidden during the war, upon
pai n of death, and an enbargo | aid by our Enperor upon all vessels
what soever. | comunicated to his Majesty a project | had forned of

sei zing the eneny's whole fleet: which, as our scouts assured us,

lay at anchor in the harbor ready to sail with the first fair w nd.

| consulted the npbst experienced seanen, upon the depth of the
channel , which they had often plunmbed, who told ne, that in the mddle
at high-water it was seventy glungluffs deep, which is about six

feet of European neasure; and the rest of it fifty glungluffs at nost.
| wal ked towards the northeast coast over agai nst Bl efuscu; and

| yi ng down behind a hillock, took out ny small pocket perspective

gl ass, and viewed the eneny's fleet at anchor, consisting of about
fifty men of war, and a great number of transports; | then cane back
to ny house, and gave order (for which I had a warrant) for a great
guantity of the strongest cable and bars of iron. The cabl e was

about as thick as packthread, and the bars of the length and size of a
knitting needle. | trebled the cable to make it stronger, and for

the sane reason | twisted three of the iron bars together, binding the
extremties into a hook. Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many

cables, | went back to the northeast coast, and putting off my coat,
shoes, and stockings, walked into the sea in ny |eather jerkin,

about half an hour before high water. | waded with what haste | coul d,
and swamin the mddle about thirty yards till | felt ground,

arrived at the fleet in less than half an hour. The eneny was so
frighted when they saw ne, that they | eaped out of their ships, and
swamto shore, where there could not be fewer than thirty thousand
souls. | then took ny tackling, and fastening a hook to a hole at
the prow of each, | tied all the cords together at the end. Wile
was thus enpl oyed, the eneny discharged several thousand arrows,
many of which stuck in nmy hands and face; and besides the excessive
smart, gave ne nmuch di sturbance in ny work. My greatest apprehension
was for ny eyes, which | should have infallibly lost, if | had not
suddenly thought of an expedient. | kept anong other little
necessaries a pair of spectacles in a private pocket, which, as
observed before, had escaped the Enperor's searchers. These | took out
and fastened as strongly as | could upon ny nose, and thus arned
went on boldly with my work in spite of the eneny's arrows, many of
whi ch struck agai nst the gl asses of ny spectacles, but w thout any
other effect, further than a little to discompose them | now fastened
all the hooks, and taking the knot in ny hand, began to pull; but
not a ship would stir, for they were all too fast held by their
anchors, so that the bol dest part of ny enterprise renained.
therefore let go the cord, and | eaving the hooks fixed to the ships,
resolutely cut with ny knife the cables that fastened the anchors,
recei ving above two hundred shots in ny face and hands; then | took up
the knotted end of the cables to which ny hooks were tied, and with
great ease drew fifty of the eneny's nen-of-war after ne.

The Bl ef uscudi ans, who had not the |east inmagination of what |
i ntended, were at first confounded with astoni shnent. They had seen ne
cut the cables, and thought my design was only to let the ships run
adrift or fall foul on each other: but when they perceived the whole
fleet noving in order, and saw ne pulling at the end, they set up such
a screamof grief and despair, that it is alnost inpossible to
descri be or conceive. Wien | had got out of danger, | stopped awhile
to pick out the arrows that stuck in ny hands and face, and rubbed
on sonme of the sanme ointnent that was given ne at ny first arrival, as
| have formerly mentioned. | then took off ny spectacles, and
wai ting about an hour, till the tide was a little fallen, | waded
through the niddle with my cargo, and arrived safe at the royal port
of Lilliput

The Enperor and his whole court stood on the shore expecting the
i ssue of this great adventure. They saw the ships nove forward in a
| arge hal f-nmoon, but could not discern nme, who was up to ny breast
in water. When | advanced to the niddle of the channel, they were
yet in nore pain, because | was under water to ny neck. The Enperor
concluded ne to be drowned, and that the eneny's fleet was approaching
in a hostile manner: but he was soon eased of his fears, for the

channel grow ng shall ower every step | nade, | cane in a short tine

wi thin hearing, and hol ding up the end of the cable by which the fleet
was fastened, | cried in a |loud voice, Long |ive the nbst puissant
Enmperor of Lilliput! This great prince received nme at ny | anding

with all possible encom uns, and created ne a Nardac upon the spot,
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which is the highest title of honor anong them

H's Majesty desired | would take sone other opportunity of
bringing all the rest of his eneny's ships into his ports. And so
unneasurable is the anbition of princes, that he seened to think of
not hing | ess than reduci ng the whole enpire of Blefuscu into a
province, and governing it by a Viceroy; of destroying the
Bi g- Endi an exiles, and compelling that people to break the smaller end
of their eggs, by which he would remain the sole nonarch of the
whol e world. But | endeavored to divert himfromthis design, by
many argunents drawn fromthe topics of policy as well as justice; and
| plainly protested, that | would never be an instrunent of bringing a
free and brave people into slavery. And when the natter was debated in
council, the wi sest part of the mnistry were of ny opinion.

Thi s open bold declaration of nmine was so opposite to the schenes
and politics of his Inperial Mjesty, that he could never forgive
it; he nmentioned it in a very artful manner at council, where | was
told that sone of the w sest appeared, at |least by their silence, to
be of my opinion; but others, who were ny secret enenies, could not
forbear some expressions, which by a side-wind reflected on me. And
fromthis tine began an intrigue between his Mijesty and a junto of
m ni sters maliciously bent against ne, which broke out in |ess than
two nonths, and had |ike to have ended in ny utter destruction. O
so little weight are the greatest services to princes, when put into
the balance with a refusal to gratify their passions.

About three weeks after this exploit, there arrived a sol enmm enbassy
from Bl efuscu, with hunble offers of a peace; which was soon concl uded
upon conditions very advantageous to our Enperor, wherewith | shal
not trouble the reader. There were six anbassadors, with a train of
about five hundred persons, and their entry was very magnificent,
suitable to the grandeur of their naster, and the inportance of
their business. Wen their treaty was finished, wherein | did them
several good offices by the credit | now had, or at |east appeared
to have at court, their Excellencies, who were privately told how rmuch
| had been their friend, nade ne a visit in form They began w th nany
conpliments upon ny val or and generosity, invited me to that kingdom
in the Enperor their nmaster's nane, and desired nme to show t hem sone
proofs of ny prodigious strength, of which they had heard so many
wonders; wherein | readily obliged them but shall not trouble the
reader with the particul ars.

Wien | had for sone tine entertained their Excellencies, to their
infinite satisfaction and surprise, | desired they would do ne the
honor to present nmy nost hunble respects to the Enperor their
master, the renown of whose had so justly filled the whole world
with adniration, and whose royal person | resolved to attend before
| returned to ny own country: accordingly, the next time |I had the
honor to see our Enperor, | desired his general license to wait on the
Bl ef uscudi an nonarch, which he was pleased to grant ne, as | could
plainly perceive, in a very cold nmanner; but could not guess the
reason, till | had a whisper froma certain person, that Flimmap and
Bol gol am had represented ny intercourse with those anbassadors as a
mark of disaffection, fromwhich | amsure ny heart was wholly free.
And this was the first tine | began to conceive sone inperfect idea of
courts and mini sters.

It is to be observed, that these anbassadors spoke to ne by an
interpreter, the | anguages of both empires differing as much from each
other as any two in Europe, and each nation priding itself upon the
antiquity, beauty, and energy of their own tongues, with an avowed
contenpt for that of their neighbor; yet our Enperor, standing upon
t he advant age he had got by the seizure of their fleet, obliged them
to deliver their credentials, and nake their speech in the Lilliputian
tongue. And it nust be confessed, that fromthe great intercourse of
trade and conmerce between both realns, fromthe continual reception
of exiles, which is mutual anmong them and fromthe customin each
enpire to send their young nobility and richer gentry to the other, in
order to polish thenmselves by seeing the world and understandi ng nen
and manners; there are few persons of distinction, or nerchants, or
seanmen, who dwell in the maritine parts, but what can hold
conversation both tongues; as | found sone weeks after, when | went to
pay ny respects to the Enperor of Blefuscu, which in the m dst of
great msfortunes, through the nmalice of nmy enemes, proved a very
happy adventure to ne, as | shall relate in its proper place.

The reader may renenber, that when | signed those articles upon
which | recovered ny liberty, there were some which I disliked upon
account of their being too servile, neither could anything but an
extreme necessity have forced me to subnmit. But being now a Nardac, of
the highest rank in that enpire, such offices were | ooked upon as
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bel ow my dignity, and the Enperor (to do himjustice) never once
nentioned themto nme. However, it was not |ong before I had an
opportunity of doing his Majesty, at least, as | then thought, a

nost signal service. | was alarnmed at nidnight with the cries of

many hundred people at ny door; by which being suddenly awaked,

was in sone kind of terror. | heard the word burglumrepeated

i ncessantly: several of the Enperor's court, making their way

t hrough the crowd, entreated ne to cone imediately to the Pal ace,
where her Inperial Mjesty's apartnment was on fire, by the

carel essness of a maid of honor, who fell asleep while she was readi ng

a romance. | got up in an instant; and orders being given to clear the
way before ne, and it being |ikewi se a noonshine night, | nade a shift
to get to the Palace without trampling on any of the people. |I found

they had already applied | adders to the walls of the apartnment, and
were well provided with buckets, but the water was at sone di stance.
These buckets were about the size of a large thinble, and the poor
peopl e supplied ne with themas fast as they could; but the flane
was so violent that they did little good. | mght easily have
stifled it with my coat, which | unfortunately |left behind me for
haste, and cane away only in nmy leathern jerkin. The case seened
whol |y desperate and depl orable; and this magnificent pal ace woul d
have infallibly been burned down to the ground, if, by a presence of

m nd, unusual to me, | had not suddenly thought of an expedient. | had
the evening before drunk plentifully of a nbst delicious w ne,

called glinmgrim (the Blefuscudians call it flunec, but ours is
esteenmed the better sort), which is very diuretic. By the | uckiest
chance in the world, | had not discharged nyself of any part of it.

The heat | had contracted by com ng very near the flanes, and by
| aboring to quench them made the wine begin to operate mnmy urine;
which | voided in such a quantity, and applied so well to the proper
pl aces, that in three nmnutes the fire was wholly extinguished, and
the rest of that noble pile, which had cost so many ages in
erecting, preserved fromdestruction

It was now daylight, and | returned to ny house w thout waiting to
congratul ate with the Enperor: because, although | had done a very
em nent piece of service, yet | could not tell how his Majesty m ght
resent the manner by which | had perfornmed it: for, by the fundanental
laws of the realm it is capital in any person, of what quality
soever, to make water within the precincts of the palace. But | was
alittle conforted by a nessage fromhis Majesty, that he would give
orders to the Grand Justiciary for passing ny pardon in forny which
however, | could not obtain. And | was privately assured, that the
Enpress, conceiving the greatest abhorrence of what | had done,
renoved to the nost distant side of the court, firmy resolved that
t hose buil di ngs shoul d never be repaired for her use: and, in the
presence of her chief confidants could not forbear vow ng revenge.

CHAPTER VI

Although | intend to | eave the description of this enpire to a
particular treatise, yet in the neantine | amcontent to gratify the
curious reader with some general ideas. As the common size of the
natives is sonewhat under six inches high, so there is an exact
proportion in all other aninmals, as well as plants and trees: for
i nstance, the tallest horses and oxen are between four and five inches
in height, the sheep an inch and a half, nore or less: their geese
about the bigness of a sparrow, and so the several gradations
downwards till you cone to the smallest, which, to ny sight, were
al nost invisible; but nature had adapted the eyes of the
Lilliputians to all objects proper for their view they see with great
exactness, but at no great distance. And to show t he sharpness of
their sight towards objects that are near, | have been much pl eased
wi th observing a cook pulling a lark, which was not so large as a
conmmon fly; and a young girl threading an invisible needle with
invisible silk. Their tallest trees are about seven feet high;
mean sonme of those in the great royal park, the tops whereof | could
but just reach with ny fist clenched. The other vegetables are in

the sane proportion; but this | |eave to the reader's imagi nation

| shall say but little at present of their |earning, which for
many ages had flourished in all its branches anong them but their
manner of witing is very peculiar, being neither fromthe left to the
right, like the Europeans; nor fromthe right to the left, like the
Arabi ans; nor fromup to down, |ike the Chinese; nor fromdown to
up, like the Cascagi ans; but aslant from one corner of the paper to
the other, like ladies in England.

They bury their dead with their heads directly downwards, because
they hold an opinion, that in el even thousand noons they are all to
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rise again, in which period the earth (which they conceive to be flat)
Wi Il turn upside down, and by this nmeans they shall, at their
resurrection, be found ready standing on their feet. The | earned anpng
them confess the absurdity of this doctrine, but the practice stil
continues, in conpliance to the vul gar.

There are sone laws and custons in this enmpire very peculiar; and if
they were not so directly contrary to those of my own dear country,
| should be tenpted to say a little in their justification. It is only
to be wished that they were as well executed. The first | shal
nention relates to inforners. Al crimes against the state are
puni shed here with the utnmost severity; but if the person accused
makes his innocence plainly to appear upon his trial, the accuser is
i medi ately put to an ignom ni ous death; and out of his goods or
| ands, the innocent person is quadruply reconpensed for the | oss of
his time, for the danger he underwent, for the hardship of his
i mprisonnent, and for all the charges he had been at in making his
defense. O, if that fund be deficient, it is largely supplied by
the Crown. The Enperor does also confer on himsone public nark of his
favor, and proclamation is made of his innocence through the whol e
city.

They | ook upon fraud as a greater crine than theft, and therefore
seldomfail to punish it with death; for they allege, that care and
vigilance, with a very conmon understandi ng, may preserve a man's
goods fromthieves, but honesty has no fence agai nst superior cunning;
and since it is necessary that there should be a perpetual intercourse
of buying and selling, and dealing upon credit, where fraud is
permitted and connived at, or has no law to punish it, the honest
deal er is always undone, and the knave gets the advantage. renenber
when | was once interceding with the King for a crinminal who had
wronged his master of a great sum of noney, which he had received by
order, and ran away with; and happening to tell his Mjesty, by way of
extenuation, that it was only a breach of trust; the Enperor thought
it monstrous in ne to offer, as a defense, the greatest aggravation of
the crime: and truly | had little to say in return, farther than the
conmon answer, that different nations had different custons; for,
confess, | was heartily ashaned.

Al t hough we usually call reward and punishnent the two hi nges upon
whi ch all governnent turns, yet | could never observe this maximto be
put in practice by any nation except that of Lilliput. Woever can
there bring sufficient proof that he has strictly observed the | aws of
his country for seventy-three noons, has a claimto certain
privileges, according to his quality and condition of life, with a
proportionabl e sum of noney out of a fund appropriated for that use:
he |ikewi se acquires the title of Snilpall, or Legal, which is added
to his nane, but does not descend to his posterity. And these people
t hought it a prodigious defect of policy anbng us, when | told them
that our |laws were enforced only by penalties w thout any nention of
reward. It is upon this account that the inmage of justice, in their
courts of judicature, is formed with six eyes, two before, as many
behi nd, and on each side one, to signify circunspection; with a bag of
gold open in her right hand, and a sword sheathed in her left, to show
she is nore disposed to reward than to punish.

In choosi ng persons for all enploynments, they have nore regard to
good norals than to great abilities; for, since governnent is
necessary to mankind, they believe-that the comon size of human
understandings is fitted to sone station or other, and that Providence
never intended to make the nanagenent of public affairs a mystery,
to be conprehended only by a few persons of sublinme genius, of which
there seldomare three born in an age: but they suppose truth,
justice, tenperance, and the like, to be in every nman's power; the
practice of which virtues, assisted by experience and a good
intention, would qualify any man for the service of his country,
except where a course of study is required. But they thought the
want of noral virtues was so far from bei ng supplied by superior
endowrents of the mnd, that enploynents could never be put into
such dangerous hands as those of persons so qualified; and at |east,
that the m stakes conmitted by ignorance in a virtuous disposition
woul d never be of such fatal consequence to the public weal, as the
practices of a man whose inclinations led himto be corrupt, and had
great abilities to manage, and multiply, and defend his corruptions.

In li ke manner, the disbelief of a Divine Providence renders a nman
i ncapabl e of holding any public station; for, since kings avow
t hemsel ves to be the deputies of Providence, the Lilliputians think
not hing can be nore absurd than for a prince to enploy such nen as
di sown the authority under which he acts.

In relating these and the following laws, | would only be understood
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to mean the original institutions, and not the nost scandal ous
corruptions into which these people are fallen by the degenerate
nature of man. For as to that infanous practice of acquiring great
enpl oynents by dancing on the ropes, or badges of favor and
di stinction by |eaping over sticks and creeping under them the reader
is to observe, that they were first introduced by the grandfather of
t he Enperor now reigning, and grew to the present height by the
gradual increase of party and faction

Ingratitude is anong thema capital crine, as we read it to have
been in sone other countries; for they reason thus, that whoever nakes
ill returns to his benefactor, nust needs be a conmon eneny to the
rest of nankind, from whom he has received no obligation, and
therefore such a man is not fit to live

Their notions relating to the duties of parents and children
differ extremely fromours. For since the conjunction of nale and
femal e is founded upon the great |aw of nature, in order to
propagate and continue the species, the Lilliputians will needs have
it, that nen and wonen are joined together |ike other aninals, by
the notives of concupi scence; and that their tenderness towards
their young proceeds fromthe |like natural principle: for which reason
they will never allow, that a child is under any obligation to his
father for begetting him or his nother for bringing himinto the
wor | d; which, considering the mseries of human life, was neither a
benefit itself, nor intended so by his parents, whose thoughts in
their | ove-encounters were otherw se enpl oyed. Upon these, and the
i ke reasonings, their opinion is, that parents are the last of all
others to be trusted with the education of their own children: and
therefore they have in every town public nurseries, where all parents,
except cottagers and | aborers, are obliged to send their infants of
both sexes to be reared and educated when they cone to the age of
twenty nmoons, at which tinme they are supposed to have sone rudinments
of docility. These schools are of several kinds, suited to different
qualities, and to both sexes. They have certain professors well
skilled in preparing children for such a condition of life as befits
the rank of their parents, and their own capacities as well as
inclinations. | shall say sonmething of the male nurseries, and then of
the femal e.

The nurseries for nmales of noble or enminent birth are provided
with grave and | earned professors, and their several deputies. The
cl othes and food of the children are plain and sinple. They are bred
up in the principles of honor, justice, courage, nodesty, clemency,
religion, and | ove of their country; they are always enployed in
some busi ness, except in the tines of eating and sl eeping, which are
very short, and two hours for diversions, consisting of bodily
exercises. They are dressed by nmen till four years of age, and then
are obliged to dress thenselves, although their quality be ever so
great; and the wonen attendants, who are aged proportionably to ours
at fifty, performonly the nost nenial offices. They are never
suffered to converse with servants, but go together in snall or
greater nunbers to take their diversions, and always in the presence
of a professor, or one of his deputies; whereby they avoid those early
bad i npressions of folly and vice to which our children are subject.
Their parents are suffered to see themonly twice a year; the visit is
to last but an hour. They are allowed to kiss the child at neeting and
parting; but a professor, who always stands by on those occasions,
will not suffer themto whisper, or use any fondling expressions, or
bring any presents of toys, sweetneats, and the |ike.

The pension fromeach fanmly for the educati on and entertai nnent
of a child, upon failure of due paynent, is levied by the Enperor's
of ficers.

The nurseries for children of ordinary gentlenen, merchants,
traders, and handicrafts, are managed proportionably after the same
manner; only those designed for trades are put out apprentices at
el even years ol d, whereas those of persons of quality continue in
their exercises till fifteen, which answers to one and twenty with us:
but the confinement is gradually | essened for the |last three years.

In the femal e nurseries, the young girls of quality are educated
much |i ke the males, only they are dressed by orderly servants of
their own sex; but always in the presence of a professor or deputy,
till they cone to dress thenselves, which is at five years old. And if
it be found that these nurses ever presune to entertain the girls with
frightful or foolish stories, or the comon follies practiced by
chanmber mai ds anong us, they are publicly whipped thrice about the
city, inprisoned for a year and banished for life to the nost desol ate
part of the country. Thus the young | adies there are as rmuch ashaned
of being cowards and fools as the nen, and despise all persona
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ornanents beyond decency and cl eanliness: neither did | perceive any
difference in their education, made by their difference of sex, only
that the exercises of the fenales were not altogether so robust; and
that sonme rules were given themrelating to donmestic life, and a
smal | er conpass of |earning was enjoined them for their maximis,

t hat anong people of quality a wife should be always a reasonable
and agreeabl e conpani on, because she cannot al ways be young. Wen
the girls are twelve years old, which anobng themis the marriageabl e
age, their parents or guardi ans take them home, with great expressions
of gratitude to the professors, and sel domwi thout tears of the
young | ady and her conpani ons.

In the nurseries of fenales of the neaner sort, the children are
instructed in all kinds of works proper for their sex, and their
several degrees: those intended for apprentices are dismssed at
nine years old, the rest are to thirteen

The nmeaner fanilies who have children at these nurseries, are
obl i ged, besides their annual pension, which is as |ow as possible, to
return to the steward of the nursery a small nonthly share of their
gettings, to be a portion for the child; and therefore all parents are
limted in their expenses by the law. For the Lilliputians think
not hi ng can be nore unjust, than for people, in subservience to
their own appetites, to bring children into the world and | eave the
burden of supporting themon the public. As to persons of quality,
they give security to appropriate a certain sumfor each child,
suitable to their condition; and these funds are al ways managed with
good husbandry, and the nbst exact justice.

The cottagers and | aborers keep their children at hone, their
busi ness being only to till and cultivate the earth, and therefore
their education is of little consequence to the public; but the old
and di scased anong them are supported by hospitals: for begging is a
trade unknown in this kingdom

And here it may perhaps divert the curious reader to give sone
account of my donmestics, and ny manner of living in this country,
during a residence of nine nonths and thirteen days. Having a head
nmechani cal ly turned, and being |ikew se forced by necessity, | had
made for nyself a table and chair conveni ent enough, out of the
largest trees in the royal park. Two hundred seanstresses were
enpl oyed to make nme shirts, and linen for ny bed and table, all of the
strongest and coarsest kind they could get; which, however, they
were forced to quilt together in several folds, for the thickest was
some degrees finer than lawn. Their linen is usually three inches
wi de, and three feet nake a piece. The seanstresses took nmy neasure as
| lay on the ground, one standing at mnmy neck, and another at ny
md-leg, with a strong cord extended, that each held by the end, while
the third nmeasured the length of the cord with a rule an inch I ong.
Then they nmeasured ny right thunb, and desired no nore; for by a
mat hemati cal conputation, that twi ce round the thunb is once round the
wist, and so on to the neck and the waist, and by the help of ny
old shirt, which | displayed on the ground before themfor a
pattern, they fitted ne exactly. Three hundred tail ors were enpl oyed
in the same manner to nmake ne cl ot hes; but they had anot her
contrivance for taking ny neasure. | kneel ed down, and they raised a
| adder fromthe ground to nmy neck; upon this |adder one of them
nounted, and let fall a plunb-line fromny collar to the fl oor
whi ch just answered the length of my coat; but ny waist and arns |
neasured nysel f. When ny clothes finished, which was done in ny
house (for the largest of theirs would not have been able to hold
them) they |l ooked |Iike the patch-work nmade by the | adies in Engl and,
only that mne were all of a color.

| had three hundred cooks to dress ny victuals, in little convenient
huts built about my house, where they and their fanmlies |lived, and
prepared ne two di shes apiece. | took up twenty waiters in nmy hand,
and placed themon the table; a hundred nore attended bel ow on the
ground, sone with dishes of nmeat, and sone with barrels of w ne, and
other liquors, slung on their shoulders; all which the waiters above
drew up as | wanted, in a very ingenious nmanner, by certain cords,

as we draw the bucket up a well in Europe. A dish of their neat was
a good nout hful, and a barrel of their liquor a reasonable draught.
Their nutton yields to ours, but their beef is excellent. | have had a

sirloin so large, that | have been forced to nake three bits of it;
but this is rare. My servants were astoni shed to see ne eat it bones
and all, as in our country we do the leg of a lark. Their geese and
turkeys | usually ate at a nmouthful, and | mnust confess they far
exceed ours. O their smaller fow | could take up twenty or thirty at
the end of ny knife.

One day his Inperial Mjesty, being informed of ny way of I|iving,
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desired that hinself and his Royal Consort, with the young Princes
of the bl ood of both sexes, m ght have the happi ness (as he was
pl eased to call it) of dining with ne. They cane accordingly, and
pl aced them upon chairs of state on nmy table, just over against ne,
with their guards about them Flimap, the Lord Hi gh Treasurer,
attended there likewise with his white staff; and | observed he
often | ooked on me with a sour countenance, which | would not seem
to regard, but ate nore than usual, in honor to ny dear country, as
well as to fill the court with admration. | have sone private reasons
to believe, that this visit fromhis Mjesty gave Flimap an
opportunity of doing ne ill offices to his master. That m nister had
al ways been ny secret eneny, though he outwardly caressed ne nore than
was usual to the noroseness of his nature. He represented to the
Enperor the |l ow condition of his treasury; that he was forced to
take up noney at great discount; that exchequer bills would not
circul ate under nine per cent below par; that in short | had cost
his Majesty above a nmillion and a half of sprugs (their greatest
gol d coin, about the bigness of a spangle) and upon the whole, that it
woul d be advisable in the Emperor to take the first fair occasion of
di smi ssing ne.

| am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of an excellent
| ady, who was an innocent sufferer upon ny account. The Treasurer took
a fancy to be jealous of his wife, fromthe malice of sone evi
tongues, who informed himthat her Grace had taken a violent affection
for ny person; and the court-scandal ran for sone time, that she
once cane privately to ny lodging. This | solemly declare to be a
nost i nfanous fal sehood, wi thout any grounds, farther than that her
Grace was pleased to treat me with all innocent nmarks of freedom and
friendship. | own she cane often to ny house, but always publicly, nor
ever without three nore in the coach, who were usually her sister
and young daughter, and sone particul ar acquai ntance; but this was
conmon to nany other ladies of the court. And | still appeal to ny
servants round, whether they at any tinme saw a coach at ny door
wi t hout knowi ng what persons were in it. On those occasions, when a
servant had given nme notice, nmy customwas to go imediately to the
door; and, after paying ny respects, to take up the coach and two
horses very carefully in my hands (for if there were six horses, the
postillion always unharnessed four) and place themon a table, where
had fixed a noveable rimquite round, of five inches high, to
prevent accidents. And | have often had four coaches and horses at
once on my table full of company, while | sat in my chair |eaning ny
face towards them and when | was engaged with one set, the coachnen

woul d gently drive the others round ny table. | have passed many an
afternoon very agreeably in these conversations. But | defy the
Treasurer, or his two informers (I will nane them and |et them nake

their best of it) Clustril and Drunlo, to prove that any person ever
cane to me incognito, except the secretary Reldresal, who was sent
by express command of his Inperial Mjesty, as | have before
related. | should not have dwelt so |l ong upon this particular, it
had not been a point wherein the reputation of a great lady is so
nearly concerned, to say nothing of nmy own; though |I then had the
honor to be a Nardac, which the Treasurer hinmself is not; for al
the world knows he is only a Gunglum a title inferior by one degree,
as that of a Marquis is to a Duke in England, although | allow he
preceded nme in right of his post. These fal se informations, which I
afterwards cane to the know edge of, by an accident not proper to
mention, made Flimap the Treasurer show his lady for some tinme an il
countenance, and nme a worse; and although he were at |ast undeceived
and reconciled to her, yet | lost all credit with him and found ny
i nterest decline very fast with the Enperor hinself, who was indeed
too nmuch governed by that favorite.

CHAPTER VI |

Before | proceed to give an account of ny |leaving this kingdom it
may be proper to informthe reader of a private intrigue which had
been for two nonths forning agai nst ne.

| had been hitherto all my life a stranger to courts, for which |
was unqualified by the nmeanness of nmy condition. | had indeed heard
and read enough of the dispositions of great princes and mnisters;
but never expected to have found such terrible effects of themin so
renote a country, governed, as | thought, by very different naxins
fromthose in Europe.

VWen | was just preparing to pay ny attendance on the Enperor of
Bl efuscu, a considerable person at court (to whom | had been very
serviceable at a time when he lay under the highest displeasure of his
| mperial Majesty) came to nmy house very privately at night in a
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cl ose chair, and w thout sending his nanme, desired admittance. The

chairmen were dismssed; | put the chair, with his Lordship init,
into ny coat-pocket: and giving orders to a trusty servant to say |
was i ndi sposed and gone to sleep, | fastened the door of mnmy house,

pl aced the chair on the table, according to ny usual custom and sat
down by it. After the common sal utations were over, observing his
Lordshi p's countenance full of concern, and enquiring into the reason
he desired | would hear himwith patience in a matter that highly
concerned ny honor and ny life. H's speech was to the follow ng
effect, for | took notes of it as soon as he left nme.

You are to know, said he, that several Committees of Council have
been lately called in the nost private nmanner on your account; and
it is but two days since his Majesty came to a full resolution

You are very sensi ble that Skyresh Bol gol am (Gal bet, or High
Admiral) has been your nortal eneny al nost ever since your arrival
Hi s original reasons | know not, but his hatred is nuch increased
since your great success agai nst Bl efuscu, by which his glory as
Admral is obscured. This Lord, in conjunction with Flimap the High
Treasurer, whose enmity against you is notorious on account of his
| ady, Lintoc the General, Lal con the Chanberlain, and Bal nuff the
Grand Justiciary, have prepared articles of inpeachnent against you,
for treason, and other capital crines.

This preface made ne so inpatient, being conscious of ny own
nerits and i nnocence, that | was going to interrupt; when he entreated
me to be silent, and thus proceeded.

Qut of gratitude for the favors you have done nme, | procured
i nformation of the whol e proceedings, and a copy of the articles,
wherein | venture ny head for your service.

Articles of |npeachment agai nst Quinbus Flestrin
(t he Man- Mount ai n)

ARTI CLE

Wereas, by a statute nade in the reign of his Inperial Mjesty
Calin Deffar Plune, it is enacted, that whoever shall nake water
within the precincts of the royal palace, should be liable to the
pai ns and penalties of high treason; notwithstanding, the said Quinbus
Flestrin, in open breach of the said |aw, under col or of extinguishing
the fire kindled in the apartnment of his Majesty's nost dear
| mperial Consort, did nmaliciously, traitorously, and devilishly, by
di scharge of his urine, put out the said fire kindled in the said
apartment, lying and being within the precincts of the said roya
pal ace, against the statute in that case provided, etc., against the
duty, etc.

ARTI CLE II.

That the said Quinbus Flestrin having brought the inperial fleet
of Blefuscu into the royal port, and being afterwards commanded by his
I mperial Majesty to seize all the other ships of the said empire of
Bl efuscu, and reduce that enpire to a province, to be governed by a
Viceroy from hence, and to destroy and put to death not only all the
Bi g- Endi an exiles, but likewi se all the people of that enpire, who
woul d not inmmedi ately forsake the Bi g-Endian heresy: He, the said
Flestrin, like a false traitor against his nost Auspicious, Serene,

I mperial Majesty, did petition to be excused fromthe said service
upon pretense of unwillingness to force the consciences, or destroy
the liberties and Iives of an innocent people.

ARTICLE II1.
That, whereas certain anbassadors fromthe court of Blefuscu, to sue
for peace in his Majesty's court: He, the said Flestrin, did, like a

false traitor, aid, abet, confort, and divert the said anbassadors,
al t hough he knew themto be servants to a Prince who was |lately an
open eneny to his Inperial Mjesty, and in open war against his said
Maj esty.

ARTI CLE | V.

That the said Quinbus Flestrin, contrary to the duty of a faithfu
subj ect, is now preparing to make a voyage to the court and enpire
of Bl efuscu, for which he had received only verbal |icense fromhis
| mperial Majesty; and under color of the said license, doth falsely
and traitorously intend to take the said voyage, and hereby to aid,
confort, and abet the Enperor of Blefuscu, so |late an enemny, and in
open war with his Inperial Mjesty aforesaid.

There are sone other articles, but these are the nost inportant,
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of which | have read you an abstract.

In the several debates upon this inpeachnent, it nust be confessed
that his Mjesty gave many marks of his great lenity, often urging the
services you had done him and endeavoring to extenuate your crines.
The Treasurer and Admiral insisted that you should be put to the
nost pai nful and i gnom ni ous death, by setting fire on your house at
ni ght, and the General was to attend with twenty thousand nmen arned
wi th poi soned arrows to shoot you on the face and hands. Sone of
your servants were to have private orders to strew a poi sonous juice
on your shirts, which would soon nake you tear your own flesh, and die
in the utnost torture. The General canme into the sane opinion, so that
for along tinme there was a nmajority against you. But his Mjesty
resolving, if possible, to spare your life, at |ast brought off the
Chanber | ai n.

Upon this incident, Reldresal, principal Secretary for Private
Affairs, who always approved hinself your true friend, was conmanded
by the Enperor to deliver his opinion, which he accordingly did; and
therein justified the good thoughts you have of him He allowed your
crimes to be great, but that still there was roomfor nercy, the
nost comendabl e virtue in a prince, and for which his Mjesty was
so justly celebrated. He said, the friendship between you and him
was so well known to the world, that perhaps the nost honorabl e
board mi ght think himpartial: however, in obedience to the comand he
had received, he would freely offer his sentinments. That if his
Maj esty, in consideration of your services, and pursuant to his own
nmerci ful disposition, would please to spare your life, and only give
order to put out both your eyes, he humbly conceived that by this
expedi ent justice mght in sone neasure be satisfied, and all the
worl d woul d applaud the lenity of the Enperor, as well as the fair and
generous proceedi ngs of those who have the honor to be his
counsel lors. That the |l oss of your eyes would be no inpedinment to your
bodily strength, by which you nmight still be useful to his Mjesty.
That blindness is an addition to courage, by concealing dangers from
us; that the fear you had for your eyes was the greatest difficulty in
bringi ng over the eneny's fleet, and it would be sufficient for you to
see by the eyes of the ninisters, since the greatest princes do no
nor e.

Thi s proposal was received with the utnost di sapprobation by the
whol e board. Bol golam the Admiral, could not preserve his tenper, but
rising up in fury said he wondered how the Secretary dared presune
to give his opinion for preserving the life of a traitor: that the
services you had perforned, were, by all true reasons of state, the
great aggravation of your crines; that you, who were able to
extinguish the fire, by discharge of urine in her Mjesty's
apartment (which he nmentioned with horror), mght at another tine,
rai se an i nundation by the sane neans, to drown the whol e pal ace;
and the sane strength which enabled you to bring over the eneny's
fleet, mght serve, upon the first discontent, to carry it back
that he had good reasons to think you were a Bi g-Endian in your heart;
and as treason begins in the heart, before it appears in overt acts,
so he accused you as a traitor on that account, and therefore insisted
you shoul d be put to death.

The Treasurer was of the same opinion; he showed to what straits his
Maj esty's revenue was reduced by the charge of mmintaining you
whi ch woul d soon grow i nsupportable: that the Secretary's expedi ent of
putting out your eyes was so far from being a renmedy against this
evil, it would probably increase it, as it is manifest fromthe common
practice of blinding sone kind of fow, after which they fed the
faster, and grew sooner fat: that his sacred Majesty and the
Council, who are your judges, were in their own consciences fully
convinced of your guilt, which was a sufficient argunment to condemn
you to death, without the formal proofs required by the strict
letter of the I aw

But his Inperial Majesty, fully determ ned against capita
puni shment, was graciously pleased to say, that since the Counci
t hought the | oss of your eyes too easy a censure, sone other may be
inflicted hereafter. And your friend the Secretary hunbly desiring
to be heard again, in answer to what the Treasurer had objected
concerning the great charge his Majesty was at in maintaining you
said that his Excellency, who had the sole disposal of the Enperor's
revenue, might easily provide against that evil, by gradually
| esseni ng your establishnent; by which, for want of sufficient food,
you woul d grow weak and faint, and | ose your appetite, and
consequent |y decay and consunme in a few nonths; neither would the
stench of your carcass be then so dangerous, when it shoul d becone
nore than half dim nished; and i mmedi ately upon your death, five or
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si x thousand of his Mjesty's subjects mght, in tw or three days,
cut your flesh fromyour bones, take it away by cartloads, and bury it
in distant parts to prevent infection, |eaving the skeleton as a
nonunent of admiration to posterity.

Thus by the great friendship of the Secretary, the whole affair
was conpromised. It was strictly enjoined, that the project of
starving you by degrees should be kept a secret, but the sentence of
putting out your eyes was entered on the books; none dissenting except
Bol gol am the Admiral, who, being a creature of the Enpress, was
perpetual ly instigated by her Mijesty to insist upon your death, she
havi ng borne perpetual mnalice against you, on account of that infanous
and illegal nethod you took to extinguish the fire in her apartnent.

In three days your friend the Secretary will be directed to cone
to your house, and read before you the articles of inpeachnment; and
then to signify the great lenity and favor of his Mjesty and Council
wher eby you are only condemmed to the | oss of your eyes, which his
Maj esty does not question you will gratefully and hunbly subnit to;
and twenty of his Majesty's surgeons will attend, in order to see
the operation well performed, by discharging very sharp-pointed arrows
into the balls of your eyes, as you lie on the ground.

| leave to your prudence what neasures you will take; and to avoid
suspicion, | nust imMmediately return in as private a nanner as | cane.

Hi s Lordship did so, and | remruai ned al one, under nmany doubts and
perplexities of mnd

It was a customintroduced by this prince and his ninistry (very
different, as | have been assured, fromthe practices of forner tines)
that after the court had decreed any cruel execution, either to
gratify the nonarch's resentnent, or the malice of a favorite, the
Enperor always made a speech to his whole Council, expressing his
great lenity and tenderness, as qualities known and confessed by al
the world. This speech was i medi ately published through the
ki ngdom nor did anything terrify the people so nmuch as those
encom uns on his Majesty's nercy; because it was observed, that the
nore these praises were enlarged and insisted on, the nore i nhunman was
t he puni shment, and the sufferer nore innocent. And as to nyself, |
nmust confess, having never been designed for a courtier either by ny

birth or education, I was so ill a judge of things, that | could not
di scover the lenity and favor of this sentence, but conceived it
(perhaps erroneously) rather to be rigorous than gentle. | sonetines

t hought of standing ny trial, for although | could not deny the
facts alleged in the several articles, yet | hoped they would adnmit of
sone extenuations. But having in ny life perused nany state trials,
which | ever observed to ternminate as the judges thought fit to
direct, | dared not rely on so dangerous a decision, in so critica
a juncture, and agai nst such powerful enemes. Once | was strongly
bent upon resistance, for while | had |iberty, the whole strength of
that enpire could hardly subdue me, and | night easily with stones
pelt the netropolis to pieces; but | soon rejected that project with
horror, by renenbering the oath I had nade to the Enperor, the
favors | received fromhim and the high title of Nardac he
conferred upon ne. Neither had | so soon | earned the gratitude of
courtiers, to persuade nyself that his Majesty's present severities
quitted me of all past obligations.

At last | fixed upon a resolution, for which it is probable | may
i ncur sone censure, and not unjustly; for | confess |I owe the
preserving of my eyes, and consequently ny liberty, to ny own great
rashness and want of experience: because if | had then known the
nature of princes and ninisters, which | have since observed in nmany
other courts, and their nethods of treating criminals | ess obnoxious
than nyself, | should with great alacrity and readi ness have subnitted
to so easy a punishrment. But hurried on by the precipitancy of
yout h, and having his Inperial Mjesty's |license to pay ny
att endance upon the Enperor of Blefuscu, | took this opportunity,
before the three days were el apsed, to send a letter to ny friend
the Secretary, signifying ny resolution of setting out that norning
Bl efuscu pursuant to the |l eave | had got; and without waiting for an
answer, | went to that side of the island where our fleet |ay.
seized a large nan of war, tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up
the anchors, | stripped nyself, put ny clothes (together with ny
coverlet, which | brought under ny arn) into the vessel, and draw ng
it after me between wadi ng and swi mm ng, arrived at the royal port
of Bl efuscu, where the people had | ong expected ne; they lent ne two
guides to direct me to the capital city, which is of the sane nane
| held themin nmy hands till | canme within two hundred yards of the
gate, and desired themto signify ny arrival to one of the
secretaries, and let himknow, | there waited his Mjesty's
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conmands. | had an answer in about an hour, that his Mjesty, attended
by the Royal Family, and great officers of the court, was com ng out
to receive me. | advanced a hundred yards. The Enperor and his train
alighted fromtheir horses, the Enpress and | adies fromtheir coaches,
and | did not perceive they were in any fright or concern. | lay on
the ground to kiss his Majesty's and the Enpress's hand. | told his
Maj esty that | had cone according to nmy prom se, and with the
Iicense of the Enperor, ny naster, to have the honor of seeing so
m ghty a nonarch, and to offer himany service in nmy power, consistent
with ny duty to nmy own prince; not nentioning a word of ny disgrace,
because | had hitherto no regular information of it, and m ght suppose
nysel f whol Iy ignorant of any such design; neither could
reasonably conceive that the Enperor woul d discover the secret while
was out of his power: wherein, however, it soon appeared | was
decei ved.

| shall not trouble the reader with the particular account of ny
reception at this court, which was suitable to the generosity of so
great a prince; nor of the difficulties | was in for want of a house
and bed, being forced to lie on the ground, wapped up in nmy coverlet.

CHAPTER VI |

Three days after ny arrival, wal king out of curiosity to the
nort heast coast of the island, | observed, about half a | eague off, in
the sea, sonmething that | ooked |ike a boat overturned. | pulled off ny
shoes and stocki ngs, and wading two or three hundred yards, | found

t he object to approach nearer by force of the tide; and then plainly
saw it to be a real boat, which | supposed might, by some tenpest,
have been driven froma ship; whereupon | returned i nmedi ately towards
the city, and desired his Inperial Majesty to lend ne twenty of the
tall est vessels he had left after the loss of his fleet, and three

t housand seanen under the command of his Vice-Adniral. This fleet
sailed round, while | went back the shortest way to the coast where

| first discovered the boat; | found the tide had driven it stil
nearer. The seanmen were all provided with cordage, which I had

bef orehand twi sted to a sufficient strength. Wen the ships canme up,
stripped nyself, and waded till | cane within a hundred yards of the
boat, after which | was forced to swmtill | got up to it. The seanen
threw ne the end of the cord, which | fastened to a hole in the
forepart of the boat, and the other end to a man of war; but | found

all ny labor to little purpose; for being out of nmy depth, |I was not
able to work. In this necessity, | was forced to swi m behind, and push
the boat forwards as often as | could, with one of ny hands; and the
tide favoring me, | advanced so far, that |I could just hold up nmy chin
and feel the ground. | rested two or three mnutes, and then gave

t he boat anot her shove, and so on till the sea was no hi gher than ny
armpits; and now the nost | aborious part being over, | took out ny

ot her cabl es, which were stowed in one of the ships, and fastening
themfirst to the boat, and then to nine of the vessels which attended
me; the wind being favorable, the seamen towed, and | shoved till we
arrived within forty yards of the shore; and waiting till the tide was
out, | got dry to the boat, and by the assistance of two thousand nen,
with ropes and engines, | nmade a shift to turnit onits bottom and
found it was but little damaged.

| shall not trouble the reader with the difficulties | was under
by the help of certain paddles, which cost me ten days naking, to
get ny boat to the royal port of Blefuscu, where a m ghty concourse of
peopl e appeared upon ny arrival, full of wonder at the sight of so
prodi gi ous a vessel. | told the Enperor that nmy good fortune had
thrown this boat in ny way, to carry ne to sone place from whence
mght return into ny native country, and begged his Majesty's orders
for getting materials to fit it up, together with his license to
depart; which, after sone kind expostul ati ons, he was pleased to
grant.

| did very nuch wonder, in all this tinme, not to have heard of any
express relating to me fromour Enperor to the court of Blefuscu
But | was afterwards given privately to understand, that his
| mperial Majesty, never inmagining | had the | east notice of his
designs, believed | was only gone to Bl efuscu in performance of ny
prom se, according to the license he had given me, which was well
known at our court, and would return in a few days when that
cerenony was ended. But he was at last in pain at ny |ong absence; and
after consulting with the Treasurer, and the rest of that cabal, a
person of quality was dispatched with the copy of the articl es against
nme. This envoy had instructions to represent to the nonarch of
Bl efuscu the great lenity of his master, who was content to punish
nme no farther than with the |l oss of ny eyes; that | had fled from
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justice, and if | did not return in two hours, | should be deprived of
ny title of Nardac, and declared a traitor. The envoy further added,
that in order to maintain the peace and anmity between both enpires,
his master expected, that his brother of Blefuscu would give orders to
have ne sent back to Lilliput, bound hand and foot, to be punished
as a traitor.

The Enperor of Bl efuscu having taken three days to consult, returned
an answer consisting of many civilities and excuses. He said, that
as for sending ne bound, his brother knew it was inpossible; that
al though | had deprived himof his fleet, yet he owed great
obligations to ne for many good offices | had done himin making the
peace. That however both their Majesties woul d soon be nmade easy;
for 1 had found a prodigi ous vessel on the shore, able to carry ne
on the sea, which he had given order to fit up with my own
assi stance and direction; and he hoped in a few weeks both empires
woul d be freed from so i nsupportabl e an i ncunbrance.

Wth this answer the envoy returned to Lilliput, and the nonarch
of Blefuscu related to ne all that had past, offering ne at the sane
time (but under the strictest confidence) his gracious protection
if I would continue in his service; wherein although | believed him
sincere, yet | resolved never nore to put any confidence in princes or
m nisters, where | could possibly avoid it; and therefore, with al

due acknow edgenents for his favorable intentions, | hunbly begged
to be excused. | told himthat since fortune, whether good or evil,
had thrown a vessel in nmy way, | was resolved to venture nyself in the

ocean, rather than be an occasion of difference between two such

m ghty nmonarchs. Neither did | find the Enperor at all displeased; and
| discovered by a certain accident, that he was very glad of ny

resol ution, and so were nost of his ninisters.

These consi derati ons noved ne to hasten ny departure sonmewhat sooner
than | intended; to which the court, inpatient to have ne gone, very
readily contributed. Five hundred worknen were enployed to make two
sails to ny boat, according to ny directions, by quilting thirteen
fold of their strongest linen together. | was at the pains of naking
ropes and cables, by twisting ten, twenty or thirty of the thickest
and strongest of theirs. A great stone that | happened to find,
after a long search, by the sea-shore, served ne for an anchor.
had the tallow of three hundred cows for greasing ny boat, and other
uses. | was at incredible pains in cutting down some of the |argest
tinber-trees for oars and nmasts, wherein | was, however, much assisted
by his Majesty's ship carpenters, who hel ped me in snoothing them
after | had done the rough work.

In about a nonth, when all was prepared, | sent to receive his
Maj esty's commands, and to take ny | eave. The Enperor and Royal Family
cane out of the palace; | lay down on nmy face to kiss his hand,

whi ch he very graciously gave ne: so did the Enpress and young Princes
of the blood. Hi s Myjesty presented ne with fifty purses of two
hundred sprugs api ece, together with his picture at full [ength, which
| put imediately into one of ny gloves, to keep it from being hurt.
The cerenonies at nmy departure were too many to trouble the reader
with at this tinme.

| stored the boat with the carcases of a hundred oxen, and three
hundred sheep, with bread and drink proportionable, and as rmuch neat
ready dressed as four hundred cooks could provide. | took with ne
six cows and two bulls alive, with as many ewes and rans, intending to
carry theminto my own country, and propagate the breed. And to feed
them on board, | had a good bundl e of hay, and a bag of corn. |
woul d gl adly have taken a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing
t he Enperor would by no nmeans permit; and besides a diligent search
into ny pockets, his Mjesty engaged nmy honor not to carry away any of
his subjects, although with their own consent and desire.

Havi ng thus prepared all things as well as | was able, | set sail on
the twenty-fourth day of Septenber, 1701, at six in the norning; and
when | had gone about four |eagues to the northward, the wi nd being at
sout heast, at six in the evening | descried a small island about
hal f a |l eague to the northwest. | advanced forward, and cast anchor on
the | eeside of the island, which seened to be uninhabited. | then took
sone refreshnent, and went to nmy rest. | slept well, and
conjecture at least six hours, for | found the day broke in two
hours after | awaked. It was a clear night. | ate my breakfast
bef ore the sun was up; and heavi ng anchor, the w nd being favorable,
steered the sane course that | had done the day before, wherein
was directed by ny pocket conpass. My intention was to reach, if
possi bl e, one of those islands, which | had reason to believe lay to
the northeast of Van Dienmen's Land. | discovered nothing all that day;
but upon the next, about three in the afternoon, when |I had by ny
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conput ati on made twenty-four | eagues from Bl efuscu, | descried a
sail steering to the southeast; my course was due east. | hail ed
her, but could get no answer; yet | found | gained upon her, for the
wi nd sl ackened. | made all the sail | could, and in half an hour she
spi ed ne, then hung out her ancient, and discharged a gun. It is not
easy to express the joy I was in upon the unexpected hope of once nore
seeing ny beloved country, and the dear pledges | had left init.
The ship sl ackened her sails, and | cane up with her between five
and six in the evening, Septenber 26; but nmy heart |eaped within ne to
see her English colors. | put nmy cows and sheep into ny coat
pockets, and got on board with all ny little cargo of provisions.
The vessel was an English nerchantnan, returning from Japan by the
North and South Seas; the Captain, M. John Biddl e of Deptford, a very
civil man, and an excellent sailor. W were nowin the latitude of
30 degrees south; there were about fifty men in the ship; and here
net an old conrade of nine, one Peter WIIlians, who gave ne a good
character to the Captain. This gentlenman treated nme with ki ndness, and
desired | would | et know what place | cane fromlast, and whither |
was bound; which | did in few words, but he thought | was raving,
and that the dangers | underwent had disturbed ny head; whereupon |
took nmy black cattle and sheep out of my pocket, which, after great
ast oni shment, clearly convinced himof ny veracity. | then showed
himthe gold given ne by the Enperor of Blefuscu, together with his
Maj esty's picture at full length, and sone other rarities of that
country. | gave himtwo purses of two hundred sprugs each, and
prom sed, when we arrived in England, to nake hima present of a cow
and a sheep big with young.

| shall not trouble the reader with a particular account of this
voyage, which was very prosperous for the nost part. We arrived in the
Downs on the 13th of April, 1702. | had only one nisfortune, that
the rats on board carried away one of ny sheep; | found her bones in a
hol e, picked clean fromthe flesh. The rest of ny cattle | got safe on
shore, and set themgrazing in a bowing-green at G eenw ch, where the
fineness of the grass made them feed very heartily, though | had
al ways feared the contrary: neither could |I possibly have preserved
themin so long a voyage, if the Captain had not allowed ne sone of
hi s best biscuit, which, rubbed to powder, and mingled with water, was
their constant food. The short tinme | continued in England, | nade
consi derabl e profit by showing ny cattle to many persons of quality,
and others: and before | began ny second voyage, | sold themfor six
hundred pounds. Since ny last return, |I find the breed is considerably
i ncreased, especially the sheep; which | hope will prove much to the
advant age of the wool |l en manufacture, by the fineness of the fleeces.

| stayed but two nonths with nmy wife and famly; for ny insatiable
desire of seeing foreign countries would suffer ne to continue no
longer. | left fifteen hundred pounds with ny wife, and fixed her in a
good house at Redriff. My remaining stock | carried with nme, part in
noney, and part in goods, in hopes to inprove ny fortunes. My el dest
uncl e John had left me an estate in | and, near Epping, of about thirty
pounds a year; and | had a |long |l ease of the Black Bull in Fetter
Lane, which yielded me as much nore; so that | was not in any danger
of leaving ny fam |y upon the parish. My son Johnny, named so after
his uncle, was at the Grammar School, and a towardly child. W
daughter Betty (who is now well narried, and has children) was then at
her needl ework. | took |leave of ny wife, and boy and girl, with
tears on both sides, and went on board the Adventure, a nerchantship
of three hundred tons, bound for Surat, Captain John Nicholas of
Li verpool, Commander. But my account of this voyage nust be referred
to the second part of ny Travels.

THE END OF THE FI RST PART
PART |1
A VOYAGE TO BROBDI NGNAG
(SEE PLATE 2)
CHAPTER |

Havi ng been condemmed by nature and fortune to an active and
restless life, in tw nonths after ny return | again left my native
country, and took shipping in the Downs on the 20th day of June, 1702,
in the Adventure, Captain John N cholas, a Cornishman, Conmmander
bound for Surat. We had a very prosperous gale till we arrived at
t he Cape of Good Hope, where we | anded for fresh water, but
di scovering a | eak we unshi pped our goods and wintered there; for
the Captain falling sick of an ague, we could not |eave the Cape
till the end of March. W then set sail, and had a good voyage till we
passed the Straits of Madagascar; but having got northward of that
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i sl and, and to about five degrees south |atitude, the w nds, which

in those seas are observed to bl ow a constant equal gal e between the
north and west fromthe begi nning of Decenber to the begi nning of My,
on the 19th of April began to blow with nuch greater violence, and
nore westerly than usual, continuing so for twenty days toget her,
during which tine we were driven a little to the east of the Ml ucca

| sl ands, and about three degrees northward of the Line, as our Captain
found by an observation he took the 2nd of May, at which tine the wi nd
ceased, and it was a perfect calm whereat | was not a little
rejoiced. But he, being a man well experienced in the navigation of
those seas, bid us all prepare against a storm which accordingly
happened the day following: for a southern wind, called the southern
nonsoon, began to set in.

Finding it was likely to overblow, we took in our spritsail, and
stood by to hand the foresail; but making foul weather, we |ooked
the guns were all fast, and handed the mi zzen. The ship lay very broad
of f, so we thought it better spooning before the sea, than trying or
hulling. We reefed the foresail and set him we haul ed aft the
foresheet; the hel mwas hard aweat her. The ship wore bravely. W
bel ayed t he fore-down-haul; but the sail was split, and we haul ed down
the yard, and got the sail into the ship, and unbound all the things
clear of it. It was a very fierce storm the sea broke strange and
dangerous. We haul ed off upon the lanyard of the whipstaff, and hel ped
the nman at helm W would not get down our topnast, but let all stand,
because she scudded before the sea very well, and we knew that the
topmast being aloft, the ship was the whol esoner, and nmde better
way through the sea, seeing we had sea room Wen the storm was
over, we set foresail and nainsail, and brought the ship to: then we
set the mizzen, main-topsail, and the fore-topsail. Qur course was
east northeast, the wind was at sout hwest. W got the starboard
tacks aboard; we cast off our weather-braces and lifts; we set in
the | eebraces, and haul ed forward by the weat herbow i ngs, and haul ed
themtight, and bel ayed them and haul ed over the m zzen tack to
wi ndward, and kept her full and by as near as she would lie.

During this storm which was followed by a strong wi nd west
sout hwest, we were carried by my conputation about five hundred
| eagues to the east, so that the ol dest sailor on board could not tel
in what part of the world we were. Qur provisions held out well, our
ship was staunch, and our crew all in good health; but we lay in the
utnost distress for water. W thought it best to hold on the sane
course, rather than turn nore northerly, which might have brought us
to the northwest parts of Great Tartary, and into the frozen sea.

On the 16th day of June, 1703, a boy on the topnost discovered |and.
On the 17th we cane in full view of a great island or continent (for
we knew not which) on the south side whereof was a snmall neck of
land jutting out into the sea, and a creek too shallowto hold a
ship of above one hundred tons. W cast anchor within a | eague of this
creek, and our Captain sent a dozen of his nen well arned in the
| ongboat, with vessels for water if any could be found. | desired
his leave to go with them that | might see the country, and neke what
di scoveries | could. When we canme to | and we saw no river or spring,
nor any sign of inhabitants. Qur nen therefore wandered on the shore
to find out sone fresh water near the sea, and | wal ked al one about
a nmle on the other side, where | observed the country all barren

and rocky. | now began to be weary, and seeing nothing to entertain ny
curiosity, | returned gently down towards the creek; and the sea being
full innm view, | saw our nmen already got into the boat, and row ng
for life to the ship. | was going to halloo after them although it

had been to little purpose, when | observed a huge creature wal ki ng
after themin the sea, as fast as he could: he waded not much deeper
than his knees, and took prodigious strides: but our nen had the start
of himhalf a | eague, and the sea thereabouts being full of
shar p- poi nted rocks, the nonster was not able to overtake the boat.
This | was afterwards told, for | dared not stay to see the issue of
that adventure; but ran as fast as | could the way | first went, and
then clinbed up a steep hill, which gave me sone prospect of the
country. | found it fully cultivated; but that which first surprised
nme was the Iength of the grass, which in those grounds that seened
to be kept for hay, was about twenty feet high.

| fell into a high road, for so | took it to be, though it served to
the inhabitants only as a footpath through a field of barley. Here
wal ked on for sone tine, but could see little on either side, it being
now near harvest, and the corn rising at least forty feet. | was an
hour wal king to the end of this field, which was fenced in with a
hedge of at |east one hundred and twenty feet high, and the trees so
lofty that | could nake no conputation of their altitude. There was
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a stile to pass fromthis field into the next. It had four steps,

and a stone to cross over when you cane to the uppernost. It was

i npossible for me to clinb this stile, because every step was six feet
hi gh, and the upper stone above twenty. | was endeavoring to find sone
gap in the hedge, when | discovered one of the inhabitants in the next
field, advancing towards the stile, of the sane size with himwhomI
saw i n the sea pursuing our boat. He appeared as tall as an ordinary
spire steeple, and took about ten yards at every stride, as near as

| could guess. | was struck with the utnost fear and astoni shnent, and
ran to hide nyself in the corn, fromwhence | saw himat the top of
the stile, |ooking back into the next field on the right hand, and
heard himcall in a voice many degrees | ouder than a speaking trunpet:
but the noise was so high in the air, that at first | certainly

t hought it was thunder. Wereupon seven nonsters |ike hinself cane
towards himw th reapi ng hooks in their hands, each hook about the
size of six scythes. These people were not so well clad as the

first, whose servants or |aborers they seened to be. For upon sone
words he spoke, they went to reap the corn in the field where | lay. |
kept fromthem at as great a distance as | could, but was forced to
nove with extreme difficulty, for the stalks of the corn were
sometinmes not above a foot distant, so that | could hardly squeeze

ny body between them However, | nmade a shift to go forward till |
cane to a part of the field where the corn had been laid by the rain
and wind. Here it was inpossible for ne to advance a step; for the
stal ks were so interwoven that | could not creep through, and the
beards of the fallen ears so strong and pointed that they pierced
through nmy clothes into my flesh. At the same tine | heard the reapers
not above a hundred yards behind ne. Being quite dispirited with toil

and wholly overcome by grief and despair, | |lay down between two
ridges, and heartily wished | nmight there end ny days. | benpaned ny
desol ate wi dow, and fatherless children. | lanented my own folly and

willfulness in attenpting a second voyage agai nst the advice of all ny
friends and relations. In this terrible agitation of mind | could

not forbear thinking of Lilliput, whose inhabitants | ooked upon ne

as the greatest prodigy that ever appeared in the world; where | was
able to draw an Inperial Fleet in ny hand, and performthose other

actions which will be recorded forever in the chronicles of that
enpire, while posterity shall hardly believe them although attested
by millions. |I reflected what a nortification it nust prove to ne to
appear as inconsiderable in this nation as one single Lilliputian

woul d be anong us. But this | conceived was to be the | east of ny

m sfortunes: for as human creatures are observed to be nore savage and
cruel in proportion to their bulk, what could | expect but to be a
norsel in the mouth of the first anong these enornous barbarians

t hat shoul d happen to seize ne? Undoubtedly phil osophers are in the
right when they tell us, that nothing is great or little otherw se
than by conparison. It nmight have pleased fortune to let the
Lilliputians find sone nation, where the people were as dininutive
with respect to them as they were to ne. And who knows but that
even this prodigious race of nortals m ght be equally overmatched in
some distant part of the world, whereof we have yet no discovery?

Scared and confounded as | was, | could not forbear going on with
these refl ecti ons, when one of the reapers approaching within ten
yards of the ridge where | lay, nmade ne apprehend that with the next

step | should be squashed to death under his foot, or cut in two
with his reaping hook. And therefore when he was again about to

nmove, | screaned as loud as fear could nmake me. Whereupon the huge
creature trod short, and | ooking round about under himfor sone
time, at last espied me as | lay on the ground. He considered a

while with the caution of one who endeavors to lay hold on a snall
dangerous animal in such a manner that it shall not be able either
to scratch or to bite him as | nyself have sonetines done with a
weasel in England. At length he ventured to take me up behind by the
m ddl e between his forefinger and thunmb, and brought ne within three
yards of his eyes, that he m ght behold ny shape nore perfectly.
guessed hi s neaning, and ny good fortune gave nme so nuch presence of
mnd, that | resolved not to struggle in the least as he held ne in
the air about sixty feet fromthe ground, although he grievously

pi nched ny sides, for fear | should slip through his fingers. Al |
ventured was to raise ny eyes towards the sun, and place nmy hands
together in a supplicating posture, and to speak sone words in a
hunbl e nel ancholy tone, suitable to the condition | then was in. For
appr ehended every nonment that he woul d dash me agai nst the ground,
as we usually do any little hateful aninmal which we have a mind to
destroy. But ny good star would have it, that he appeared pleased wth
ny voice and gestures, and began to | ook upon ne as a curiosity,
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much wondering to hear nme pronounce articul ate words, although he
coul d not understand them In the neantinme | was not able to forbear
groani ng and shedding tears, and turning my head towards mny sides;
letting himknow, as well as | could, how cruelly | was hurt by the
pressure of his thunb and finger. He seemed to apprehend ny neaning;
for, lifting up the |appet of his coat, he put ne gently into it,

and i mredi ately ran along with me to his master, who was a substanti al
farmer, and the same person | had first seen in the field.

The farmer having (as | supposed by their talk) received such an
account of nme as his servant could give him took a piece of a snmall
straw, about the size of a walking staff, and therewith [ifted up
the | appets of ny coat; which it seens he thought to be sone kind of
covering that nature had given me. He blew ny hair aside to take a
better view of nmy face. He called his hinds about him and asked
them (as | afterwards | earned) whether they had ever seen in the
fields any little creature that resenbled ne. He then placed ne softly
on the ground upon all four, but | got inmmrediately up, and wal ked
slow y backwards and forwards, to | et those people see | had no intent
to run away. They all sat down in a circle about nme, the better to

observe nmy notions. | pulled off ny hat, and nade a | ow bow t owards
the farmer. | fell on ny knees, and lifted up ny hands and eyes, and
spoke several words as loud as | could: | took a purse of gold out

of my pocket, and hunbly presented it to him He received it on the
pal m of his hand, then applied it close to his eye, to see what it
was, and afterwards turned it several times with the point of a pin
(whi ch he took out of his sleeve), but could make nothing of it.
VWhereupon | made a sign that he should place his hand on the ground.
took the purse, and opening it, poured all the gold into his palm
There were six Spanish pieces of four pistoles each, beside twenty
or thirty smaller coins. | saw himwet the tip of his little finger
upon his tongue, and take up one of ny |argest pieces, and then
anot her, but he seened to be wholly ignorant what they were. He nade
nme a sign to put themagain into ny purse, and the purse again into ny
pocket, which after offering to himseveral tines, | thought it best
to do.

The farmer by this time was convinced | nmust be a rational creature.
He spoke often to me, but the sound of his voice pierced ny ears

like that of a water mill, yet his words were articul ate enough. |
answered as loud as | could, in several |anguages, and he often laid
his car within two yards of nme, but all in vain, for we were wholly

unintelligible to each other. He then sent his servants to their work,
and taking his handkerchi ef out of his pocket, he doubled and spread
it on his left hand, which he placed flat on the ground, with the palm
upwards, nmaking ne a sign to step into it, as | could easily do, for
it was not above a foot in thickness. | thought it ny part to obey,
and for fear of falling, laid nmyself at |ength upon the

handker chi ef, with the remainder of which he |lapped ne up to the

head for further security, and in this manner carried ne hone to his
house. There he called his wife, and showed nme to her; but she
screaned and ran back, as wonen in England do at the sight of a toad
or a spider. However, when she had a while seen ny behavior, and how
wel | | observed the signs her husband made, she was soon reconcil ed,
and by degrees grew extrenely tender of ne.

It was about twelve at noon, and a servant brought in dinner. It was
only one substantial dish of neat (fit for the plain condition of an
husbandman) in a dish of about twenty-four feet in dianeter. The
conpany were the farmer and his wife, three children, and an old
grandnot her. When they sat down, the farner placed ne at sone distance
fromhimon the table, which was thirty feet high fromthe floor. |
was in aterrible fright, and kept as far as | could fromthe edge for
fear of falling. The wife ninced a bit of neat, then crunbl ed sone
bread on a trencher, and placed it before ne. | made her a | ow bow,
took out ny knife and fork, and fell to eating, which gave them
exceedi ng delight. The mistress sent her maid for a small dram cup
whi ch hel d about three gallons, and filled it with drink; | took up
the vessel with nmuch difficulty in both hands, and in a nost
respectful manner drank to her |adyship's health, expressing the words
as loud as | could in English, which nade the conpany | augh so
heartily, that | was al nost deafened with the noise. This |iquor
tasted like a snall cider, and was not unpleasant. Then the naster
made ne a sign to cone to his trencher side; but as | wal ked on the
table, being in great surprise all the tine, as the indul gent reader
will easily conceive and excuse, | happened to stunbl e against a
crust, and fell flat on ny face, but received no hurt. | got up
i medi ately, and observing the good people to be in nmuch concern,
took nmy hat (which | held under my arm out of good manners) and wavi ng
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it over ny head, made three huzzas, to show | had gotten no m schi ef
by my fall. But advancing forwards toward nmy nmaster (as | shal
henceforth call him, his youngest son who sat next him an arch boy
of about ten years old, took ne up by the legs, and held ne so high in
the air, that | trenbled every linb; but his father snatched nme from
him and at the sane tine gave himsuch a box on the left ear, as
woul d have felled an European troop of horse to the earth, ordering
himto be taken fromthe table. But being afraid the boy m ght owe

nme a spite, and well renenbering how m schi evous all children anobng us
naturally are to sparrows, rabbits, young kittens, and puppy dogs, |
fell on ny knees, and pointing to the boy, made ny master to
understand, as well as | could, that | desired his son night be
pardoned. The father conplied, and the | ad took his seat again;
whereupon | went to himand kissed his hand, which ny master took, and
made himstroke ne gently with it.

In the midst of dinner, nmy mistress' favorite cat |eaped into her
lap. | heard a noise behind me like that of a dozen stocking-weavers
at work; and turning ny head, | found it proceeded fromthe purring of
this animal, who seened to be three tinmes |arger than an ox, as
conputed by the view of her head, and one of her paws, while her
m stress was feeding and stroking her. The fierceness of this
creature's countenance al together disconposed me; though | stood at
the farther end of the table, above fifty feet off and although ny
nm stress held her fast for fear she might give a spring, and seize
me in her talons. But it happened there was no danger; for the cat
took not the | east notice of me when ny master placed ne within
three yards of her. And as | have been always told, and found true
by experience in nmy travels, that flying, or discovering fear way to
make it pursue or attack you, so | resolved in this dangerous juncture
to show no manner of concern. | walked with intrepidity five or six
times before the very head of the cat, and cane within half a yard
of her; whereupon she drew herself back, as if she were nore afraid of
me: | had | ess apprehensi on concerning the dogs, whereof three or four
came into the room as it is usual in farners' houses; one of which
was a mastiff, equal in bulk to four el ephants, and a greyhound,
sonmewhat taller than the nmastiff, but not so |arge.

When di nner was al nost done, the nurse came in with a Child of a
year old in her arns, who i mediately spied ne, and began a squal
that you m ght have heard from London Bridge to Chel sea, after the
usual oratory of infants, to get ne for a plaything. The nother out of
pure indul gence took ne up, and put nme towards the child, who
presently seized me by the mddle, and got ny head in his nouth, where
| roared so loud that the urchin was frightened, and I et nme drop
and | should infallibly have broken ny neck if the nother had not held
her apron under ne. The nurse to quiet her babe rmade use of a
rattle, which was a kind of hollow vessel filled with great stones,
and fastened by a cable to the childs waist: but all in vain, so
that she was forced to apply the last renmedy by giving it suck. | nust
confess no object ever disgusted me so much as the sight of her
nonstrous breast, which |I cannot tell what to conpare with, so as to
give the curious reader an idea of its bulk, shape and color. It stood
prom nent six feet, and could not be |less than sixteen in
circunference. The ni pple was about half the size of nmy head, and
the hue both of that and the dug so varified with spots, pinples and
freckles, that nothing could appear nmore nauseous: for | had a near
sight of her, she sitting down the nore conveniently to give suck, and
| standing on the table. This made nme reflect upon the fair skins of
our English | adies, who appear so beautiful to us, only because they
are of our own size, and their defects not to be seen but through a
magni fyi ng gl ass, where we find by experinent that the snoothest and
whi t est skins | ook rough and coarse, and ill col ored.

I remenber when | was at Lilliput, the conplexion of those
di m nutive people appeared to me the fairest in the world; and talking
upon this subject with a person of learning there, who was an intinate
friend of mne, he said that my face appeared nuch fairer and snoot her
when he | ooked on ne fromthe ground, than it did upon a nearer view
when | took himup in ny hand and brought himcl ose, which he
confessed was at first a very shocking sight. He said he could
di scover great holes in ny skin; that the stunps of my beard were
ten tines stronger than the bristles of a boar, and nmy conpl exi on nade
up of several colors altogether disagreeable: although |I nust beg
| eave to say for nmyself, that | amas fair as nost of ny sex and
country, and very little sunburned by all nmy travels. On the other
side, discoursing of the ladies in that Enperor's court, he used to
tell me, one had freckles, another too wide a nmouth, a third too |arge
a nose, nothing of which | was able to distinguish. | confess this
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refl ecti on was obvi ous enough; which however | could not forbear, |est
the reader mght think those vast creatures were actually deforned:
for I nust do themjustice to say they are a conely race of people;
and particularly the features of ny master's countenance, although

he were but a farmer, when |I beheld himfromthe height of sixty feet,
appeared very wel |l proportioned.

When di nner was done, ny naster went out to his |laborers, and as
coul d di scover by his voice and gesture, gave his wife a strict charge
to take care of me. | was very nuch tired, and di sposed to sleep
which ny nistress perceiving, she put me on her own bed, and covered
me with a clean white handkerchief, |arger and coarser than the
mai nsail of a man of war.

| slept about two hours, and dreaned | was at home with ny wife
and children, which aggravated ny sorrows when | awakened and found
nysel f alone in a vast room between two and three hundred feet
wi de, and above two hundred high, lying in a bed twenty yards w de. My
m stress was gone about her household affairs, and had | ocked me in.
The bed was eight yards fromthe floor. Sone natural necessities

required me to get down; | dare not presune to call, and if | had,
it woul d have been in vain, with such a voice as nine, at so great a
di stance fromthe roomwhere | lay to the kitchen where the fanily

kept. Wiile | was under these circunstances, two rats crept up the
curtains, and ran smelling backwards and forwards on the bed. One of
them came up alnbst to ny face, whereupon | rose in a fright, and drew
out ny hanger to defend nyself. These horrible animls had the

bol dness to attack me on both sides, and one of themheld his
fore-feet at my collar; but I had the good fortune to rip up his belly
before he could do ne any mischief. He fell down at ny feet, and the
other, seeing the fate of his conrade, made his escape, but not

wi t hout one good wound on the back, which | gave himas he fled, and
made the blood run trickling fromhim After this exploit, | wal ked
gently to and fro on the bed, to recover ny breath and | oss of

spirits. These creatures were of the size of a large nmastiff, but
infinitely nore ninble and fierce, so that if | had taken off ny

belt before | went to sleep, | must have infallibly been torn to

pi eces and devoured. | neasured the tail of the dead rat, and found it
to be two yards long, wanting an inch; but it went against my

stomach to drag the carcass off the bed, where it lay stil

bl eeding; | observed it had yet sonme life, but with a strong sl ash
cross the neck, | thoroughly dispatched it.

Soon after my mistress came into the room who seeing ne all bl oody,
ran and took ne up in her hand. | pointed to the dead rat, sniling and
maki ng other signs to show | was not hurt, whereat she was extrenely
rejoiced, calling the nmaid to take up the dead rat with a pair of
tongs, and throw it out of the wi ndow. Then she set ne on a table,
where | showed her ny hanger all bl oody, and wiping it on the | appet
of nmy coat, returned it to the scabbard. | was pressed to do nore than
one thing, which another could not do for nme, and therefore endeavored
to make nmy mistress understand that | desired to be set down on the
floor; which after she had done, ny bashful ness would not suffer ne to
express mysel f farther than by pointing to the door, and bow ng
several tinmes. The good wonman with nuch difficulty at |ast perceived
what | would be at, and taking nme up again in her hand, wal ked into
t he garden, where she set ne down. | went on one side about two
hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to look or to follow e, | hid
nysel f between two | eaves of sorrel and there discharged the
necessities of nature.

| hope the gentle reader will excuse ne for dwelling on these and
the Iike particulars, which however insignificant they may appear to
grovel ling vulgar mnds, yet will certainly help a philosopher to
enl arge his thoughts and i magi nati on, and apply themto the benefit of
public as well as private life, which was nmy sole design in presenting
this and other accounts of my travels to the world; wherein | have
been chiefly studious of truth, wi thout affecting any ornanments of
| earning or of style. But the whole scene of this voyage nmade so
strong an inpression on nmy mnd, and is so deeply fixed in ny
menory, that in committing it to paper | did not onmit one materia
ci rcunstance: however, upon a strict review, | blotted out severa
passages of |ess monent which were in ny first copy, for fear of being
censured as tedious and trifling, whereof travelers are often, perhaps
not without justice, accused.

CHAPTER 1|

My mistress had a daughter of nine years old, a child of forward
parts for her age, very dextrous at her needle, and skillful in
dressi ng her baby. Her nother and she contrived to fit up the baby's
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cradle for me against night: the cradle was put into a small drawer of
a cabinet, and the drawer placed upon a hanging shelf for fear of
the rats. This was ny bed all the time | stayed with those peopl e,
t hough nmade nore convenient by degrees, as | began to learn their
| anguage, and make ny wants known. This young girl was so handy,
that after | had once or twice pulled off ny clothes before her, she
was able to dress and undress ne, though |I never gave her that trouble
when she would Ilet ne do either nyself. She nade ne seven shirts,
and sonme other linen, of as fine cloth as could be got, which indeed
was coarser than sackcloth; and these she constantly washed for ne
with her own hands. She was |ikew se my school nistress to teach ne
t he | anguage: when | pointed to anything, she told me the nane of it
in her own tongue, so that in a few days | was able to call for
what ever | had a nind to. She was very good-natured, and not above
forty feet high, being little for her age. She gave ne the nane of
Gildrig, which the famly took up, and afterwards the whol e
ki ngdom The word inports what the Latins call nanunculus the Italians
homuncel eti no, and the English mannikin. To her | chiefly owe ny
preservation in that country: we never parted while | was there; |
called her nmy Qundalclitch, or little nurse: and | should be guilty
of great ingratitude if | omtted this honorable nmention of her care
and affection towards ne, which | heartily wish it lay in nmy power
to requite as she deserves, instead of being the innocent but
unhappy instrument of her disgrace, as | have too nuch reason to fear
It now began to be known and tal ked of in the nei ghborhood, that
ny master had found a strange animal in the field, about the bigness
of a spl acknuck, but exactly shaped in every part like a human
creature; which it likewise imtated in all its actions; seenmed to
speak in a little I anguage of its own, had already |earned severa
words of theirs, went erect upon two |l egs, was tane and gentl e,
woul d cone when it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the
finest linbs in the world, and a conplexion fairer than a nobl eman's
daughter of three years old. Another farnmer who |ived hard by, and was
a particular friend of ny naster, cane on a visit on purpose to
inquire into the truth of this story. | was i mediately produced,
and pl aced upon a table, where | wal ked as | was conmanded, drew ny
hanger, put it up again, made ny reverence to ny master's guest, asked
himin his own | anguage how he did, and told himhe was wel cong,
just as ny little nurse had instructed ne. This man, who was old and
di msighted, put on his spectacles to behold ne better, at which |
could not forbear |aughing very heartily, for his eyes appeared like
the full noon shining into a chanber at two wi ndows. Qur people, who
di scovered the cause of ny nmirth, bore me company in |aughing, at
which the old fell ow was fool enough to be angry and out of
count enance. He had the character of a great miser, and to ny
m sfortune he well deserved it, by the cursed advice he gave ny naster
to show nme as a sight upon a market day in the next town, which was
hal f an hour's riding, about twenty-two mles fromour house. |
guessed there was sonme mischief contriving, when | observed ny
master and his friend whispering | ong together, sonetines pointing
at me; and ny fears made nme fancy that | overheard and understood sone
of their words. But the next norning undalclitch, nmy little nurse
told me the whole matter, which she had cunningly picked out from
her nother. The poor girl laid me on her bosom and fell weeping
wi th shane and grief. She apprehended sonme m schief would happen to ne
fromrude vul gar fol ks, who m ght squeeze ne to death, or break one of
nmy linbs by taking ne in their hands. She had al so observed how nodest
| was in ny nature, how nicely | regarded nmy honor, and what an
indignity I should conceive it to be exposed for nbney as a public
spectacle to the neanest of the people. She said, her papa and nmanma
had promised that Gildrig should be hers, but now she found they
neant to serve her as they did |ast year, when they pretended to
give her a lanb, and yet, as soon as it was fat, sold it to a butcher.
For my own part, | may truly affirmthat | was | ess concerned than
nmy nurse. | had a strong hope which never left me, that | should one
day recover ny liberty; and as to the ignomny of being carried
about for a nonster, | considered nyself to be a perfect stranger in
the country, and that such a m sfortune coul d never be charged upon ne
as a reproach, if ever | should return to Engl and; since the King of
Great Britain hinself, in ny condition, nust have undergone the sane
di stress.
My master, pursuant to the advice of his friend, carried ne in a box
t he next nmarket day to the neighboring town, and took along with him
his little daughter, ny nurse, upon a pillion behind him The box
was cl ose on every side, with a little door for me to go in and out,
and a fewgimet holes to let in air. The girl had been so carefu
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to put the quilt of her baby's bed into it, for ne to lie down on.
However, | was terribly shaken and di sconposed in this journey, though
it were but of half an hour. For the horse went about forty feet at
every step, and trotted so high, that the agitation was equal to the
rising and falling of a ship in a great storm but rmuch nore frequent.
Qur journey was sonewhat further than fromLondon to St. Al bans. MWy
master alighted at an inn which he used to frequent; and after
consulting a while with the inn-keeper, and nmaki ng some necessary
preparations, he hired the Gultrud, or crier, to give notice
t hrough the town of a strange creature to be seen at the Sign of the
Green Eagle, not so big as a splacknuck (an animal in that country
very finely shaped, about six foot long) and in every part of the body
resenbling a human creature, could speak several words, and perform
a hundred diverting tricks.

| was placed upon a table in the |argest room of the inn, which
m ght be near three hundred feet square. My little nurse stood on a
|l ow stool close to the table, to take care of ne, and direct what |
should do. My nmaster, to avoid a crowd, would suffer only thirty
people at a tinme to see ne. | wal ked about on the table as the girl
conmmanded: she asked ne questions as far as she knew ny
under st andi ng of the | anguage reached, and | answered them as | oud

as | could. | turned about several tines to the conpany, paid ny
hunbl e respects, said they were wel come, and used sone ot her
speeches | had been taught. | took up a thinble filled with |iquor

whi ch @ undal clitch had given ne for a cup, and drank their health.
| drew out ny hanger, and flourished it after the nmanner of fencers in
Engl and. My nurse gave ne part of a straw, which | exercised as a

pi ke, having learned the art in ny youth. I was that day shown to
twel ve sets of conpany, and as often forced to go over again with
the sane fopperies, till | was half dead with weariness and

vexation. For those who had seen ne nade such wonderful reports,

that the people were ready to break down the doors to cone in. My
master for his own interest would not suffer any one to touch ne
except ny nurse; and, to prevent danger, benches were set around the
table at such a distance as put me out of everybody's reach

However, an unl ucky school boy ai ned a hazel nut directly at ny head,
whi ch very narrowWy nissed me; otherwise, it cane with so nuch

viol ence, that it would have infallibly knocked out ny brains, for
it was alnost as large as a small punpion: but | had the
satisfaction to see the young rogue well beaten, and turned out of the
room

My master gave public notice that he would show nme again the next
mar ket day, and in the nmeantime he prepared a nore conveni ent
vehicle for me, which he had reason enough to do; for | was so tired
with my first journey, and with entertaining conpany for eight hours
together, that | could hardly stand upon nmy |legs or speak a word. It
was at |east three days before | recovered ny strength; and that |
m ght have no rest at hone, all the neighboring gentlenen froma
hundred niles around, hearing of ny fane, cane to see ne at ny
master's own house. There could not be fewer than thirty persons
with their wives and children (for the country is very popul ous);
and ny naster demanded the rate of a full room whenever he showed ne
at home, although it were only to a single famly; so that for sone
time | had but little ease every day of the week (except Wednesday,
which is their Sabbath) although | were not carried to the town.

My master, finding how profitable | was likely to be, resolved to
carry me to the nost considerable cities of the kingdom Having
therefore provided hinself with all things necessary for a | ong
journey, and settled his affairs at home, he took |eave of his wife,
and upon the 17th of August, 1703, about two nonths after ny
arrival, we set out for the metropolis, situated near the mddle of
that enpire, and about three thousand miles distance from our house.
My master made his daughter @ undalclitch ride behind him She carried
me on her lap in a box tied about her waist. The girl had lined it
on all sides with the softest cloth she could get, well quilted
underneat h, furnished it with her baby's bed, provided ne with Iinen
and ot her necessaries, and nmade everything as conveni ent as she coul d.
We had no other conpany but a boy of the house, who rode after us with
t he | uggage.

My master's design was to show ne in all the towns by the way, and
to step out of the road for fifty or a hundred mles, to any village
or person of quality's house where he might expect custom W nade
easy journeys of not above seven or eight score mles a day: for
A undal clitch, on purpose to spare ne, conplained she was tired with
the trotting of the horse. She often took ne out of nmy box at my own
desire, to give me air and show ne the country, but always held ne
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fast by a leading string. W passed over five or six rivers many
degrees broader and deeper than the Nile or the Ganges; and there
was hardly a rivulet so small as the Thames at London Bridge. W
were ten weeks in our journey, and | was shown in eighteen | arge towns
besi des many villages and private fam|lies.

On the 26th day of October, we arrived at the netropolis, called
in their |language Lorbrul grud, or Pride of the Universe. My naster
took a lodging in the principal street of the city, not far fromthe
royal palace, and put out bills in the usual form containing an exact
description of ny person and parts. He hired a | arge room bet ween
three and four hundred feet wide. He provided a table sixty feet in
di aneter, upon which | was to act ny part, and palisadoed it around
three feet fromthe edge, and as many high, to prevent nmy falling
over. | was shown ten tines a day to the wonder and satisfaction of
all people. | could now speak the | anguage tolerably well, and
perfectly understood every word that was spoken to nme. Besi des,
had | earned their al phabet, and could nake a shift to explain a
sentence here and there; for G undalclitch had been ny instructor
while we were at hone, and at |eisure hours during our journey. She
carried a little book in her pocket, not much |arger than a Sanson's
Atlas; it was a common treatise for the use of young girls, giving a
short account of their religion: out of this she taught ne ny letters,
and interpreted the words.

CHAPTER 111

The frequent |abors | underwent every day nade in a few weeks a very
consi derabl e change in ny health: the nore ny naster got by ne, the
nore unsatiable he grew. | had quite lost nmy stonmach, and was al nost
reduced to a skeleton. The farner observed it, and concluding | soon
nust die, resolved to nake as good a hand of nme as he could. Wile
he was thus reasoning and resolving with hinself, a Slardral, or
Gent | eman Usher, came fromcourt, conmmanding ny naster to carry ne
i mediately thither for the diversion of the Queen and her | adies.
Sone of the latter had already been to see ne, and reported strange
t hi ngs of my beauty, behavior, and good sense. Her Majesty and those
who attended her were beyond neasure delighted with ny deneanor.
fell on ny knees, and begged the honor of kissing her Inperial foot;
but this gracious princess held out her little finger towards ne
(after I was set on a table) which | enbraced in both ny arms, and put
the tip of it with the utnost respect to nmy lip. She nade ne sone
general questions about nmy country and nmy travels, which | answered as
distinctly and in as few words as | could. She asked whether | would

be content to live at court. | bowed down to the board of the table,
and hunbly answered, that | was ny naster's slave, but if | were at ny
own di sposal, | should be proud to devote ny life to her Majesty's

service. She then asked ny master whether he were willing to sell ne
at a good price. He, who apprehended I could not live a nonth, was
ready enough to part with nme, and denanded a thousand pi eces of

gol d, which were ordered himon the spot, each piece being about the
bi gness of ei ght hundred noidores; but, allow ng for the proportion of
all things between that country and Europe, and the high price of gold
among them was hardly so great a sumas a thousand gui neas woul d be

in England. | then said to the Queen, since | was now her Mjesty's
nost hunbl e creature and vassal, | nust beg the favor, that

G undal clitch, who had al ways tended ne with so nuch care and

ki ndness, and understood to do it so well, might be admtted into

her service, and continue to be ny nurse and instructor. Her Mjesty
agreed to ny petition, and easily got the farner's consent, who was
gl ad enough to have his daughter preferred at court: and the poor girl
hersel f was not able to hide her joy. My late naster wi thdrew, bidding
me farewell, and saying he had left me in a good service; to which
replied not a word, only maki ng hima slight bow

The Queen observed ny col dness, and when the farner was gone out
of the apartnent, asked ne the reason. | nmade bold to tell her Mjesty
that | owed no other obligation to nmy late master, than his not
dashing out the brains of a poor harml ess creature found by chance
in his field; which obligation was anply reconpensed by the gain he
had made in showi ng ne through half the kingdom and the price he
had now sold ne for. That the Iife | had since | ed was | abori ous
enough to kill an aninal of ten tinmes ny strength. That ny health
was much inpaired by the continual drudgery of entertaining the rabble
every hour of the day, and that if ny master had not thought ny life
i n danger, her Majesty perhaps woul d not have got so cheap a
bargain. But as | was out of all fear of being ill treated under the
protection of so great and good an Enpress, the Ornanent of Nature,
the Darling of the World, the Delight of her Subjects, the Phoeni x
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of the Creation; so | hoped ny late nmaster's apprehensions woul d
appear to be groundless, for | already found ny spirits to revive hy
the influence of her npbst august presence.

This was the sum of ny speech, delivered with great inproprieties
and hesitation; the latter part was altogether framed in the style
peculiar to that people, whereof | |earned sonme phrases from
G undal clitch, while she was carrying nme to court.

The Queen giving great allowance for ny defectiveness in speaking,
was however surprised at so nuch wit and good sense in so dimnutive
an aninmal. She took ne in her own hand, and carried ne to the King,
who was then retired to his cabinet. H s Majesty, a prince of nuch
gravity, and austere countenance, not well observing nmy shape at first
vi ew, asked the Queen after a cold manner, how long it was since she
grew fond of a splacknuck; for such it seens he took ne to be, as
lay upon my breast in her Majesty's right hand. But this princess, who
has an infinite deal of wit and hunor, set ne gently on ny feet upon
the scrutore, and conmmanded ne to give his Majesty an account of
nyself, which | did in a very few words; and d undal clitch, who
attended at the cabinet door, and could not endure | shoul d be out
of her sight, being adnitted, confirned all that had passed from ny
arrival at her father's house.

The King, although he be as |learned a person as any in his
doni ni ons, and had been educated in the study of phil osophy, and
particularly mathematics; yet when he observed ny shape exactly, and
saw ne wal k erect, before | began to speak, conceived | night be a
pi ece of clockwork (which is in that country arrived to a very great
perfection), contrived by some ingenious artist. But when he heard
ny voice, and found what | delivered to be regular and rational, he
coul d not conceal his astonishment. He was by no neans satisfied
with the relation | gave himof the nanner | cane into his ki ngdom
but thought it a story concerted between dundal clitch and her father
who had taught nme a set of words to nake ne sell at a higher price
Upon this inmagination he put several other questions to nme, and
still received rational answers, no otherw se defective than by a
foreign accent, and an inperfect know edge in the | anguage, with
sone rustic phrases which | had | earned at the farner's house, and did
not suit the polite style of a court.

Hs Majesty sent for three great scholars who were then in their
weekly waiting, according to the customin that country. These
gentl enen, after they had awhil e exam ned ny shape with nuch nicety,
were of different opinions concerning ne. They all agreed that | could
not be produced according to the regular |aws of nature, because | was
not framed with a capacity of preserving ny life, either by sw ftness,
or clinmbing of trees, or digging holes in the earth. They observed
by my teeth, which they viewed with great exactness, that | was a
carnivorous ani nal; yet nobst quadrupeds being an overmatch for nme, and
field mce, with some others, too ninble, they could not imagi ne how
shoul d be able to support nyself, unless | fed upon snails and other
i nsects, which they offered, by many | earned argunents, to evince that
| could not possibly do. One of these virtuosi seened to think that
| mght be an enmbryo, or abortive birth. But this opinion was rejected
by the other two, who observed ny linbs to be perfect and finished,
and that | had lived several years, as it was manifested from ny
beard, the stunps whereof they plainly discovered through a nagnifying
gl ass. They would not allow me to be a dwarf, because ny littleness
was beyond all degrees of conparison; for the Queen's favorite
dwarf, the smallest ever known in that kingdom was nearly thirty feet
hi gh. After nmuch debate, they concluded unani nmously that | was only
rel plum scal cath, which is interpreted literally, lusus naturae; a
determ nation exactly agreeable to the nodern phil osophy of Europe,
whose professors, disdaining the old evasion of occult causes, whereby
the followers of Artistotle endeavor in vain to disguise their
i gnorance, have invented this wonderful solution of al
difficulties, to the unspeakabl e advancenent of human know edge.

After this decisive conclusion, | entreated to be heard a word or
two. | applied nyself to the King, and assured his Mjesty, that |
cane froma country whi ch abounded with several nmillions of both
sexes, and of ny own stature; where the aninmals, trees, and houses
were all in proportion, and where by consequence | might be as able to
defend nyself, and to find sustenance, as any of his Majesty's
subj ects could do here; which | took for a full answer to those
gentlenen's argunents. To this they only replied with a snile of
contenpt, saying that the farner had instructed ne very well in ny
| esson. The King, who had a nuch better understanding, dismn ssing
his | earned nmen, sent for the farmer, who by good fortune was not
yet gone out of town. Having therefore first exam ned himprivately,
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and then confronted himw th ne and the young girl, his Mjesty

began to think that what we told himm ght possibly be true. He
desired the Queen to order that a particular care should be taken of
nme, and was of opinion that @ undalclitch should still continue in her
of fice of tending ne, because he observed we had a great affection for
each other. A convenient apartment was provided for her at court;

she had a sort of governess appointed to take care of her education, a
maid to dress her, and two other servants for nmenial offices; but

the care of ne was wholly appropriated to herself. The Queen commuanded
her own cabi net naker to contrive a box that m ght serve ne for a
bedchamber, after the nodel that dundalclitch and | shoul d agree
upon. This nan was a nobst ingenious artist, and according to ny
directions, in three weeks finished for ne a wooden chanber of sixteen
feet square, and twelve high, with sash wi ndows, a door, and two
closets, like a London bedchanber. The board that made the ceiling was
to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in a bed ready

furni shed by her Mjesty's uphol sterer, which G undalclitch took out
every day to air, nmade it with her own hands, and letting it down at

ni ght, |ocked up the roof over me. A nice worknman, who was fanous

for little curiosities, undertook to nmake me two chairs, with backs
and franes, of a substance not unlike ivory, and two tables, with a
cabinet to put ny things in. The roomwas quilted on all sides, as
well as the floor and the ceiling, to prevent any accident fromthe
carel essness of those who carried ne, and to break the force of a jolt
when | went in a coach. | desired a lock for my door, to prevent

rats and nmice fromconmng in: the snmth, after several attenpts,

made the snmall est that ever was seen anong them for | have known a
|arger at the gate of a gentlenan's house in England. | nade a shift
to keep the key in a pocket of ny own, fearing dundalclitch m ght
lose it. The Queen likew se ordered the thinnest silks that could be
gotten, to make me cl othes, not nuch thicker than an English

bl anket, very cunbersone till | was accustoned to them They were
after the fashion of the kingdom partly resenbling the Persian, and
partly the Chinese, and are a very grave and decent habit.

The Queen becane so fond of ny conpany, that she could not dine
without ne. | had a table placed upon the sane at which her Mjesty
ate, just at her left elbow, and a chair to sit on. @ undalclitch
stood upon a stool on the floor, near ny table, to assist and take
care of me. | had an entire set of silver dishes and plates, and other
necessaries, which, in proportion to those of the Queen, were not nuch
bi gger than what | have seen of the sane kind in a London toy shop
for the furniture of a babyhouse: these ny little nurse kept in her
pocket in a silver box, and gave ne at neals as | wanted them
al ways cl eaning them herself. No person dined with the Queen but the
two Princesses Royal, the elder sixteen years old, and the younger
at that tine thirteen and a nmonth. Her Majesty used to put a bit of
nmeat upon one of my dishes, out of which | carved for nyself, and
her diversion was to see ne eat in mniature. For the Queen (who had
i ndeed but a weak stonmach) took up at one nmouthful as nuch as a
dozen English farmers could eat at a neal, which to nme was for sone
time a very nauseous sight. She would crunch the wing of a | ark, bones
and all, between her teeth, although it were nine tines as |arge as
that of a full grown turkey; and put a bit of bread into her nouth, as
big as two twel ve-penny | oaves. She drank out of a golden cup, above a
hogshead at a draught. Her knives were twice as long as a scythe set
strai ght upon the handl e. The spoons, forks, and other instrunents
were all in the same proportion. | remenber when dundalclitch carried
nme out of curiosity to see sone of the tables at court, where ten or a
dozen of these enormous knives and forks were lifted up together, |
t hought | had never till then beheld so terrible a sight.

It is the customthat every Wdnesday (which, as | have before
observed, was their Sabbath) the King and Queen, with the roya
i ssue of both sexes, dine together in the apartnment of his Majesty, to
whom | was now becone a great favorite; and at these tines ny little
chair and table were placed at his left hand, before one of the salt
cellars. This prince took a pleasure in conversing with ne,
inquiring into the manners, religion, |aws, government, and | earning
of Europe; wherein | gave himthe best account | was able. His
appr ehensi on was so clear, and his judgnent so exact, that he nade
very wise reflections and observations upon all | said. But,
confess, that after | had been a little too copious in talking of ny
own bel oved country, of our trade, and wars by sea and |and, of our
schisnms in religion, and parties in the state, the prejudices of his
education prevailed so far, that he could not forbear taking ne up
in his right hand, and stroking ne gently with the other, after an
hearty fit of |aughing, asked ne whether | were a Wiig or a Tory. Then
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turning to his first mnister, who waited behind himwith a white
staff, near as tall as the nmi nnast of the Royal Sovereign, he
observed how contenptible a thing was human grandeur, which could be
m m cked by such dininutive insects as |: and yet, said he, | dare
engage, these creatures have their titles and distinctions of honor
they contrive little nests and burrows, that they call houses and
cities; they nake a figure in dress and equi page; they |ove, they
fight, they dispute, they cheat, they betray. And thus he continued
on, while ny color cane and went several tines with indignation to
hear our noble country, the nmistress of arts and arns, the scourge
of France, the arbitress of Europe, the seat of virtue, piety, honor
and truth, the pride and envy of the world, contenptuously treated.

But as | was not in a condition to resent injuries, so, upon
mat ure thoughts, | began to doubt whether | were injured or not.

For, after having been accustoned several nonths to the sight and
converse of this people, and observed every object upon which | cast
nmy eyes to be of proportionable magnitude, the horror | had first
conceived fromtheir bulk and aspect was so far worn off, that if |
had then beheld a conpany of English lords and ladies in their

finery and best day clothes, acting their several parts in the nost
courtly manner, of strutting, and bowi ng, and prating, to say the
truth, | should have been strongly tenpted to | augh as much at them as
the King and his grandees did at me. Neither indeed could | forbear
smling at nyself, when the Queen used to place ne upon her hand
towards a | ooki ng gl ass, by which both our persons appeared before

me in full view together! and there could be nothing nore ridicul ous
than the conparison; so that | really began to i magi ne nyself dw ndl ed
many degrees bel ow ny usual size.

Not hi ng angered and nortified nme so much as the Queen's dwarf, who
being of the | owest stature that was ever that country (for | verily
think he was not thirty feet high) becane insolent at seeing a
creature so nuch beneath him that he woul d al ways affect to swagger
and | ook big as he passed by ne in the Queen's antechanber, while |
was standing on sone table talking with the lords or |adies of the
court, and he seldomfailed of a smart word or two upon ny littl eness;
agai nst which | could only revenge nyself by calling him brother
chall enging himto westle, and such repartees as are usual in the
nout hs of court pages. One day at dinner this nmalicious little cub was
so nettled with something I had said to him that raising hinmself upon
the frame of her Majesty's chair, he took ne up by the middle, as
was sitting down, not thinking any harm and let ne drop into a
| arge silver bow of cream and then ran away as fast as he coul d.
fell over head and ears, and if | had not been a good sw mrer, it
nm ght have gone very hard with nme; for Gundalclitch in that instant
happened to be at the other end of the room and the Queen was in such
a fright that she wanted presence of mnd to assist ne. But ny
little nurse ran to ny relief, and took ne out, after | had
swal | owed above a quart of cream | was put to bed; however,
recei ved no other damage than the loss of a suit of clothes, which was
utterly spoiled. The dwarf was soundly whi pped, and as a farther
puni shrent, forced to drink up the bow of cream into which he had
thrown me; neither was he ever restored to favor; for soon after the
Queen bestowed himto a lady of high quality, so that | saw himno
nore, to ny very great satisfaction; for | could not tell to what
extremty such a malicious urchin mght have carried his resentnent.

He had before served ne a scurvy trick, which set the Queen a
[ aughi ng, al though at the same tine she was heartily vexed, and
woul d have i mredi ately cashiered him if | had not been so generous as
to intercede. Her Mjesty had taken a marrow bone upon her plate,
and after knocking out the marrow, placed the bone again in the dish
erect as it stood before; the dwarf watching his opportunity, while
G undal clitch was gone to the sideboard, nmounted upon the stool she
stood on to take care of me at neals, took me up in both hands, and
squeezing nmy | egs together, wedged theminto the nmarrow bone above
nmy wai st, where | stuck for sone tine, and nade a very ridicul ous
figure. | believe it was near a mnute before any one knew what was
becorme of ne, for | thought it below nme to cry out. But, as princes
sel dom get their neat hot, nmy |legs were not scalded, only ny stockings
and breeches in a sad condition. The dwarf at ny entreaty had no other
puni shment t han a sound whi ppi ng.

| was frequently rallied by the Queen upon account of ny
fearful ness, and she used to ask ne whether the people of ray
country were as great cowards as myself. The occasion was this. The
ki ngdomis nmuch pestered with flies in sunmer; and these odi ous
i nsects, each of themas big as a Dunstable lark, hardly gave nme any
rest while | sat at dinner, with their continual humr ng and buzzi ng
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about ny ears. They would sometines alight upon ny victuals; and | eave
their | oathsone excrenment or spawn behind, which to nme was very
vi sible, though not to the natives of that country, whose | arge optics
were not so acute as nmine in viewing smaller objects. Sonmetines they
woul d fix upon my nose or forehead, where they stung ne to the
qui ck, smelling very offensively, and | could easily trace that
vi scous matter, which our naturalists tell us enables those
creatures to walk with their feet upwards upon a ceiling. | had nuch
ado to defend nysel f agai nst these detestable animals, and coul d not
forbear starting when they came on ny face. It was the commopn practice
of the dwarf to catch a nunber of these insects in his hand, as
school boys do anbng us, and | et them out suddenly under ny nose, on
purpose to frighten nme, and divert the Queen. My renedy was to cut
themin pieces with ny knife as they flewin the air, wherein ny
dexterity was rmuch adnired

I remenber one norning when dundal clitch had set nme in nmy box
upon a wi ndow, as she usually did in fair days to give ne air (for
dared not venture to let the box be hung on a nail out of the
wi ndow, as we do with cages in England) after | had lifted up one of
ny sashes, and sat down at ny table to eat a piece of sweet cake for
ny breakfast, above twenty wasps, allured by the snmell, came flying
into the room hunmi ng | ouder than the drones of as nany bagpi pes.
Sone of them seized ny cake, and carried it piecenmeal away, others
fl ew about nmy head and face, confounding me with the noi se, and
putting ne in the utnost terror of their stings. However | had the
courage to rise and draw ny hanger, and attack themin the air.
di spatched four of them but the rest got away, and | presently shut

ny wi ndow. These insects were as large as partridges: | took out their
stings, found theman inch and a half long, and as sharp as needl es.
carefully preserved themall, and having since shown themw th sone

other curiosities in several parts of Europe, upon ny return to
Engl and | gave three of themto G esham Col |l ege, and kept the fourth
for nyself.

CHAPTER |V

I nowintend to give the reader a short description of this country,
as far as | traveled in it, which was not above two thousand mles
round Lorbrul grud, the netropolis. For the Queen, whom | always
attended, never went further when she acconpanied the King in his
progresses, and there stayed until his Majesty returned from vi ewi ng
his frontiers. The whole extent of this prince' s dom nions reaches
about six thousand mles in length, and fromthree to five in breadth.
From whence | cannot but concl ude that our geographers of Europe are
in a great error, by supposing nothing but sea between Japan and
California; for it was ever nmy opinion, that there nust be a bal ance
of earth to counterpoise the great continent of Tartary; and therefore
t hey ought to correct their maps and charts, by joining this vast
tract of land to the northwest parts of America, wherein | shall be
ready to |l end them ny assistance

The kingdomis a peninsula, termnated to the northeast by a ridge
of mountains thirty mles high, which are altogether inpassable by
reason of the vol canoes upon the tops. Neither do the nobst |earned
know what sort of nortals inhabit beyond those mountains, or whether
they be inhabited at all. On the three other sides it is bounded by
the ocean. There is not one seaport in the whole ki ngdom and those
parts of the coasts into which the rivers issue are so full of pointed
rocks, and the sea generally so rough, that there is no venturing with
the snmallest of their boats, so that these people are wholly
excluded fromany comerce with the rest of the world. But the large
rivers are full of vessels, and abound with excellent fish, for they
sel dom get any fromthe sea because the sea fish are of the same
size with those in Europe, and consequently not worth catching;
whereby it is manifest, that nature, in the production of plants and
aninmal s of so extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to this
continent, of which | |eave the reasons to be determ ned by
phi | osophers. However, now and then they take a whal e that happens
to be dashed agai nst the rocks, which the comopn people feed on
heartily. These whales | have known so |large that a nan could hardly
carry one upon his shoul ders; and sonetines for curiosity they are
brought in hanpers to Lorbrulgrud: | saw one of themin a dish at
the King's table, which passed for a rarity, but | did not observe
he was fond of it; for | think indeed the bigness disgusted him
al t hough | have seen one somewhat |arger in Geenland.

The country is well inhabited, for it contains fifty-one cities,
near a hundred walled towns, and a great nunber of villages. To
satisfy nmy curious reader, it may be sufficient to describe
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Lorbrul grud. This city stands upon al nost two equal parts on each side
the river that passes through. It contains above ei ghty thousand
houses, and about six hundred thousand inhabitants. It is in length

t hree gl ongl ungs (which nmake about fifty-four English mles) and two
and a half in breadth, as | measured it nyself in the royal map nade
by the King's order, which was laid on the ground on purpose for ne,

and extended a hundred feet; | paced the diameter and circunference
several times barefoot, and conputing by the scale, neasured it pretty
exactly.

The King's palace is no regular edifice, but a heap of building
about seven miles around: the chief rooms are generally two hundred
and forty feet high, and broad and | ong proportion. A coach was
allowed to @undalclitch and ne, wherein her governess frequently took
her out to see the town, or go anong the shops; and | was al ways of
the party, carried in nmy box; although the girl at my own desire woul d
often take nme out, and hold nme in her hand, that | night nore
conveniently view the houses and the people, as we passed al ong the
streets. | reckoned our coach to be about a square of Westm nster
Hal I, but not altogether so high; however, | cannot be very exact. One
day the governess ordered our coachnman to stop at several shops, where
t he beggars, watching their opportunity, crowded to the sides of the
coach, and gave nme the nost horrible spectacles that ever an English
eye behel d. There was a wonan with a cancer in her breast, swelled
to a nonstrous size, full of holes, in tw or three of which I could
have easily crept, and covered my whol e body. There was a fell ow
with a wen in his neck, larger than five wool - packs, and anot her
with a couple of wooden | egs, each about twenty feet high. But the
nost hateful sight of all was the lice crawing on their clothes. |
could see distinctly the linbs of these vermin with my naked eye, mnuch
better than those of an European | ouse through a m croscope, and their
snhouts with which they rooted like swine. They were the first | had
ever beheld, and | should have been curious enough to di ssect one of
them if | had proper instrunents (which | unluckily left behind me in
t he shop) although indeed the sight was so nauseous, that it perfectly
turned ny stomach.

Besides the large box in which | was usually carried, the Queen
ordered a smaller one to be made for ne, of about twelve feet
square, and ten high, for the conveni ence of traveling, because the
ot her was sonewhat too large for @undalclitch's | ap, and cumnbersone
in the coach; it was nade by the sane artist, whom| directed in the
whol e contrivance. This traveling closet was an exact square with a
wi ndow in the mddle of three of the squares, and each w ndow was
latticed with iron wire on the outside, to prevent accidents in |ong
journeys. On the fourth side, which had no w ndow, two strong
staples were fixed, through which the person that carried nme, when
had a mi nd to be on horseback, put in a |leathern belt, and buckl ed
it about his waist. This was always the office of sone grave trusty
servant in whom| could confide, whether | attended the King and Queen
in their progresses, or were disposed to see the gardens, or pay a
visit to sone great lady or mnister of state in the court, when
@ undal clitch happened to be out of order: for | soon began to be
known and esteened anong the greatest officers, | suppose nore upon
account of their Mpjesties' favor, than any merit of my own. In
journeys, when | was weary of the coach, a servant on horseback
woul d buckl e nmy box, and place it on a cushion before him and there
had a full prospect of the country on three sides fromny three
wi ndows. | had in this closet a field bed and a hung fromthe ceiling,
two chairs and a table, neatly screwed to the floor, to prevent
bei ng tossed about by the agitation of the horse or the coach. And
havi ng been |l ong used to sea voyages, those notions, although
sometines very violent, did not much di sconpose ne.

Whenever | had a nind to see the town, it was always in nmy traveling
closet, which GQundalclitch held in her lap in a kind of open sedan
after the fashion of the country, borne by four nen, and attended by
two others in the Queen's livery. The people who had often heard of
nme, were very curious to crowd about the sedan, and the girl was
conpl ai sant enough to nmake the bearers stop, and to take ne in her
hand that | night be nore conveniently seen

| was very desirous to see the chief tenple, and particularly the
tower belonging to it, which is reckoned the highest in the ki ngdom
Accordingly, one day ny nurse carried ne thither, but I may truly
say | cane back di sappointed; for height is not above three thousand
feet, reckoning fromthe ground to the highest pinnacle top; which
allowing for the difference between the size of those people and us in
Europe, is no great matter for adnmiration, nor at all equal in
proportion (if | rightly renenber) to Salisbury steeple. But, not to
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detract froma nation to which during nmy life | shall acknow edge
nysel f extrenely obliged, it nust be allowed that whatever this fanpus
tower wants in height is anply nade up in beauty and strength. For the
wal | s are near a hundred feet thick, built of hewn stone, whereof each
is about forty feet square, and adorned on all sides with statues of
gods and enperors cut in nmarble larger than the life, placed in

their several niches. | nmeasured a little finger which had fallen down
fromone of these statues, and | ay unperceived anong sone rubbi sh, and
found it exactly four feet and an inch in length. @ undalclitch
wrapped it up in a handkerchief, and carried it hone in her pocket

to keep anobng other trinkets, of which the girl was very fond, as
children at her age usually are.

The King's kitchen is indeed a noble building, vaulted at top, and
about six hundred feet high. The great oven is not so wi de by ten
yards as the cupola at St. Paul's; for | neasured the latter on
purpose after my return. But if | should describe the kitchen grate,

t he prodigi ous pots and kettles, the joints of nmeat turning on the
spits, with nany other particulars, perhaps | should be hardly
bel i eved; at |east a severe critic would be apt to think I enlarged
alittle, as travelers are often suspected to do. To avoid which
censure, | fear | have run too rmuch into the other extrene; and that
if this treatise should happen to be translated into the | anguage of
Br obdi ngnag (which is the general name of that ki ngdom) and
transmitted thither, the King and his people would have reason to
conplain that | had done theman injury by a false and di nminutive
representation.

Hi s Maj esty sel dom keeps above six hundred horses in his stables:
they are generally fromfifty-four to sixty feet high. But when he
goes abroad on solemn days, he is attended for state by a mlitia
guard of five hundred horse, which indeed | thought was the nobst

spl endid sight that could be ever beheld, till | saw part of his
arny in battalia, whereof |I shall find another occasion to speak
CHAPTER V

| should have |ived happy enough in that country, if ny littleness
had not exposed ne to several ridicul ous and troubl esone accidents,
sonme of which | shall venture to relate. Jundalclitch often carried
nme into the gardens of the court in nmy smaller box, and would
sonetinmes take nme out of it and hold ne in her hand, or set ne down to

wal k. | renenber, before the dwarf left the Queen, he followed us
one day into those gardens, and ny nurse having set nme down, he and
| being close together, near sone dwarf apple trees, | nust needs show

my wit by a silly allusion between him and the trees, which happens to
hold in their | anguage as it does in ours. \Wereupon, the malicious
rogue wat ching his opportunity, when | was wal ki ng under one of
them shook it directly over nmy head, by which a dozen appl es, each of
them near as large as a Bristol barrel, cane tunbling about ny ears;
one of themhit me on the back as | chanced to stoop, and knocked ne
down flat on ny face, but | received no other hurt, and the dwarf
was pardoned at ny desire, because | had given the provocation

Anot her day G undalclitch left nme on a smoboth grass plot to divert
nysel f while she wal ked at sone distance with her governess. |In the
nmeantime there suddenly fell such a violent shower of hail, that | was
i mediately by the force of it struck to the ground: and when | was
down, the hail stones gave ne such cruel bangs all over the body, as if
| had been pelted with tennis balls; however, | nmade a shift to
creep on all fours, and shelter nyself by lying flat on ny face on the
| ee side of a border of |enon thyne, but so bruised fromhead to
foot that | could not go abroad in ten days. Neither is this at all to
be wondered at, because nature in that country observing the sane
proportion through all her operations, a hailstone is near eighteen
hundred tines as |arge as one in Europe, which | can assert upon
experi ence, having been so curious to weigh and neasure them

But a nore dangerous acci dent happened to ne in the sane garden,
when nmy little nurse believing she had put me in a secure place, which
| often entreated her to do, that m ght enjoy nmy own thoughts, and
having left my box at hone to avoid the trouble of carrying it, went
to another part of the garden with her governess and sone | adies of
her acquai ntance. \While she was absent and out of hearing, a snal
white spani el belonging to one of the chief gardeners, having got by
accident into the garden, happened to range near the place where
lay. The dog followi ng the scent, canme directly up, and taking ne in
his mouth, ran straight to his master, wagging his tail, and set ne
gently on the ground. By good fortune he had been so well taught, that
| was carried between his teeth without the | east hurt, or even
tearing ny clothes. But the poor gardener, who knew ne well, and had a
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great kindness for me, was in a terrible fright. He gently took me
up in both his hands, and asked ne how | did; but | was so anazed
and out of breath, that | could not speak a word. In a few m nutes
cane to nyself, and he carried ne safe to ny little nurse, who by this
time had returned to the place where she left me, and was in crue
agoni es when | did not appear, nor answer when she called: she
severely reprimanded the gardener on account of his dog. But the thing
was hushed up, and never known at court; for the girl was afraid of
the Queen's anger, and truly as to nyself, | thought it would not be
for ny reputation that such a story should go about.

Thi s accident absolutely determned dundalclitch never to trust
nme abroad for the future out of her sight. | had been |ong afraid of
this resolution, and therefore concealed fromher sone little
unl ucky adventures that happened in those times when | was |eft by
nysel f. Once a kite hovering over the garden nmade a swoop at me, and
if I had not resolutely drawn ny hanger, and run under a thick
espalier, he would have certainly carried me away in his tal ons.
Anot her tinme walking to the top of a fresh molehill, | fell to ny neck
in the hole through which that aninmal had cast up the earth, and
coi ned sone lie, not worth renenbering, to excuse nyself for
spoiling ny clothes. | |ikew se broke nmy right shin against the
shell of a snail, which | happened to stunble over, as | was wal ki ng
al one, and thinking on poor Engl and.

| cannot tell whether | were nore pleased or nortified, to observe
in those solitary wal ks that the smaller birds did not appear to be at
all afraid of nme, but would hop about within a yard's distance,
| ooking for worms and other food with as nuch indifference and
security as if no creature at all were near them | renenber a
thrush had the confidence to snatch out of my hand with his bill a
pi ece of cake that Qundal clitch had just given ne for ny breakfast.
VWhen | attenpted to catch any of these birds, they would boldly turn
agai nst me, endeavoring to pick ny fingers, which | dared not
venture within their reach; and then they woul d hop back unconcerned
to hunt for worns or snails, as they did before. But one day | took
a thick cudgel, and threwit with all my strength so luckily at a
linnet that | knocked hi mdown, and seizing himby the neck with
both ny hands, ran with himin triunph to my nurse. However, the bird,
who had only been stunned, recovering hinself, gave ne so nany boxes
with his wings on both sides of nmy head and body, though | held him at
arms length, and was out of the reach of his claws, that | was twenty
times thinking to et himgo. But | was soon relieved by one of our
servants, who wung off the bird' s neck, and | had hi m next day for
di nner, by the Queen's command. This as near as | can renmenber, to
be sonewhat |arger than an English swan.

The Maids of Honor often invited Qundalclitch to their
apartments, and desired she would bring ne along with her, on
purpose to have the pleasure of seeing and touching ne. They woul d
often strip nme naked fromtop to toe, and lay me at full length in
their bosons; wherewith | was much di sgusted; because, to say the
truth, a very offensive snell cane fromtheir skins; which | do not
mention or intend to the di sadvantage of those excellent |adies, for
whom | have all manner of respect; but | conceive that ny sense was
nore acute in proportion to my littleness, and that those
illustrious persons were no nore disagreeable to their lovers, or to
each other, than people of the sanme quality are with us in Engl and.
And, after all, | found their natural snell was nuch nore
supportabl e than when they used perfunes, under which | imrediately
swooned away. | cannot forget that an intinate friend of nmine in
Lilliput took the freedomin a warm day, when | had used a good dea
of exercise, to conplain of a strong snell about ne, although I am
as little faulty that way as nost of ny sex: but | suppose his faculty
of snelling was as nice with regard to nme, as mne was to that of this
peopl e. Upon this point, | cannot forbear doing justice to the Queen
ny mstress, and G undalclitch nmy nurse, whose persons were as sweet
as those of any | ady in Engl and.

That which gave ne nobst uneasi ness anong these Maids of Honor
when nmy nurse carried ne to visit them was to see themuse ne wthout
any manner of cerenony, |ike a creature who had no sort of
consequence. For they would strip thenselves to the skin, and put on
their snmocks in nmy presence, while | was placed on their toilet
directly before their naked bodi es, which, | amsure, to nme was very
far frombeing a tenpting sight, or fromgiving ne any ot her
enotions than those of horror and disgust. Their skins appeared so
coarse and uneven, so variously colored, when | saw themnear, wth
a nole here and there as broad as a trencher, and hairs hanging from
it thicker than packthreads, to say nothing further concerning the
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rest of their persons. Neither did they at all scruple, while | was
by, to discharge what they had drunk, to the quantity of at |east
two hogsheads, in a vessel that held above three tons. The
handsonmest anong these Mai ds of Honor, a pleasant frolicsome girl of
si xteen, woul d sonetinmes set ne astride upon one of her nipples,
with many other tricks, wherein the reader will excuse ne for not
bei ng over particular. But | was so nmuch displ eased, that |
entreated Aundalclitch to contrive sonme excuse for not seeing that
young | ady any nore.

One day a young gentl enman, who was a nephew to ny nurse's governess,
cane and pressed themboth to see an execution. It was of a man who
had rmurdered one of that gentlenman's intinmate acquai ntance.

G undal clitch was prevailed on to be of the conpany, very much agai nst
her inclination, for she was naturally tender-hearted; and as for
nysel f, although | abhorred such kind of spectacles, yet ny
curiosity tenpted ne to see sonmething that | thought must be
extraordi nary. The mal efactor was fixed in a chair upon a scaffold
erected for the purpose, and his head cut off at a blowwith a sword
of about forty foot long. The veins and arteries spouted up such a
prodi gi ous quantity of blood, and so high in the air, that the great
jet d eau at Versailles was not equal for the tinme it lasted; and
the head, when it fell on the scaffold floor, gave such a bounce, as
made ne start, although | were at least half an English mile distant.

The Queen, who often used to hear ne tal k of ny sea voyages, and
took all occasions to divert me when | was mnel ancholy, asked ne
whet her | understood how to handle a sail or an oar, and whether a
little exercise of rowing mght not be convenient for ny health. |

answered that | understood both very well. For, although ny proper
enpl oynment had been to be surgeon or doctor to the ship, yet upon a
pinch, | was forced to work |like a common nmariner. But | could not see

how this could be done in their country, where the smallest wherry was
equal to a first-rate man of war anobng us, and such a boat as

coul d manage woul d never live in any of their rivers. Her Majesty
said, if | would contrive a boat, her own joiner should nmake it, and

she woul d provide a place for me to sail in. The fell ow was an
i ngeni ous workman, and by nmy instructions in ten days finished a
pl easure boat with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold eight

Eur opeans. Wen it was finished, the Queen was so delighted, that
she ran with it in her lap to the King, who ordered it to be put in
a cistern full of water, with me in it, by way of trial; where | could
not manage ny two sculls, or little oars, for want of room But the
Queen had before contrived another project. She ordered the joiner
to make a wooden trough of three hundred feet long, fifty broad, and
ei ght deep; which being well pitched to prevent |eaking, was placed on
the floor along the wall, in an outer roomof the palace. It had a
cock near the bottomto let out the water when it began to grow stal e,
and two servants could easily fill it in half an hour. Here | often
used to row for ny own diversion, as well as that of the Queen and her
| adi es, who thought thenselves well entertained with nmy skill and
agility. Sonetines | would put up ny sail, and then ny busi ness was
only to steer, while the ladies gave ne a gale with their fans; and
when they were weary, sonme of the pages would blow ny sail forward
with their breath, while |I showed my art steering starboard or
| arboard as | pleased. Wien | had done, dundalclitch always carried
nmy boat into her closet, and hung it on a nail to dry.

In this exercise | once nmet an accident which had |like to have
cost me nmy life. For one of the pages having put nmy boat into the
trough, the governess who attended @ undalclitch very officiously
lifted me up to place ne in the boat, but | happened to slip through
her fingers, and should have infallibly fallen down forty feet upon
the floor, if by the luckiest chance in the world, | had not been
stopped by a corking-pin that stuck in the good gentl ewonan's
stomacher; the head of the pin passed between my shirt and the
wai st band of mnmy breeches, and thus | was held by the nmiddle in the air
till Gundalclitch ran to ny relief

Anot her tinme, one of the servants, whose office it was to fill ny
trough every third day with fresh water, was so careless to let a huge
frog (not perceiving it) slip out of his pail. The frog | ay
concealed till | was put into my boat, but then seeking a resting
pl ace, clinbed up, and nade it |ean so nuch on one side, that | was
forced to balance it with all nmy weight on the other, to prevent
overturning. Wen the frog got in, it hopped at once half the length
of the boat, and then over ny head, backwards and forwards, daubing ny
face and clothes with its odious sline. The |argeness of its
features nade it appear the nost defornmed ani nal that can be
concei ved. However, | desired Gundaclitch to et ne deal with it
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al one. | banged it a good while with one of nmy sculls, and at I ast
forced it to | eap out of the boat.

But the greatest danger | ever underwent in that kingdomwas from
a nonkey, who bel onged to one of the clerks of the kitchen
G undal clitch had | ocked me up in her closet, while she went somewhere
upon business or a visit. The weather being very warm the cl oset
wi ndow was | eft open, as well as the w ndows and the door of my bigger
box, in which | usually lived, because of its |argeness and
conveniency. As | sat quietly meditating at ny table, | heard
sonet hi ng bounce in at the closet w ndow, and skip about from one side
to the other; whereat, although |I was nmuch alarmed, yet | ventured
to look out, but stirred not fromny seat; and then | saw this

frolicsome animal, frisking and | eaping up and down, till at last he
cane to nmy box, which he seemed to view with great pleasure and
curiosity, peeping in at the door and every window. | retreated to the

farther corner of my room or box, but the nonkey |ooking in at

every side, put nme into such a fright, that I wanted presence of

m nd to conceal nyself under the bed, as | mght easily have done.
After sone time spent in peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at |ast
espi ed ne, and reaching one of his paws in at the door, as a cat

does when she plays with a nouse, although | often shifted place to
avoid him he at length seized the | appet of ny coat (which being nade
of that country cloth, was very thick and strong) and dragged ne

out. He took ne up in his right forefoot, and held ne as a nurse

does a child she is going to suckle, just as | have seen the sanme sort
of creature do with a kitten in Europe: and when | offered to
struggl e, he squeezed nme so hard, that | thought it nore prudent to
submit. | have good to believe that he took me for a young one of

his own species, by his often stroking my face very gently with his
other paw. In these diversions he was interrupted by a noise at the

cl oset door, as if sonebody were opening it; whereupon he suddenly

| eaped up to the wi ndow at which he had cone in, and thence upon the

| eads and gutters, wal king upon three | egs, and holding me in the
fourth, till he clanbered up to a roof that was next to ours. |

heard G undalclitch give a shriek at the nonent he was carrying me
out. The poor girl was al nost distracted: that quarter of the pal ace
was all in an uproar; the servants ran for |adders; the nonkey was
seen by hundreds in the court, sitting upon the ridge of a building,
holding ne Iike a baby in one of his fore-paws, and feeding ne with
the other, by cramring into ny nouth sone victuals he had squeezed out
of the bag on one side of his chaps, and patting nme when | woul d not
eat; whereat nany of the rabble bel ow could not forbear |aughing;
neither do | think they justly ought to be blaned, for w thout
guestion the sight was ridicul ous enough to everybody but nyself. Sone
of the people threw up stones, hoping to drive the nonkey down; but
this was strictly forbidden, or else very probably nmy brains had

been dashed out.

The | adders were now applied, and nounted by several nen, which
t he nonkey observing, and finding hinmself al nost enconpassed, not
bei ng able to make speed enough with his three legs, let ne drop on
aridge tile, and nade his escape. Here | sat for some tine three
hundred yards fromthe ground, expecting every nonent to be bl own down
by the wind, or to fall by ny own giddiness, and cone tunbling over
and over fromthe ridge to the eaves; but an honest |ad, one of ny
nurse's footmen, clinbed up, and putting ne into his breeches
pocket, brought ne down safe.

| was al nost choked with the filthy stuff the nonkey had cranmed
down ny throat: but ny dear little nurse picked it out of nmy nouth
with a small needle, and then | fell to voniting, which gave ne
great relief. Yet | was so weak and bruised in the sides with the
squeezes given ne by this odious animal, that | was forced to keep
ny bed a fortnight. The King, Queen, and all the court, sent every day
to inquire after ny health, and her Mjesty made nme several visits
during ny sickness. The nonkey was killed, and an order nade that no
such ani mal shoul d be kept about the pal ace.

When | attended the King after ny recovery, to return himthanks for
his favors, he was pleased to rally nme a good deal upon this
adventure. He asked nme what ny thoughts and specul ati ons were while
| lay in the nonkey's paw, how | |iked the victuals he gave nme, his
manner of feeding, and whether the fresh air on the roof had sharpened
nmy stomach. He desired to know what | woul d have done upon such an
occasion ny own country. | told his Majesty that in Europe we had no
nonkeys, except such as were brought for curiosities from other
pl aces, and so snall that | could deal with a dozen of them
together, if they presuned to attack nme. And as for that nonstrous
animal with whom| was so lately engaged (it was indeed as |arge as an
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el ephant), if nmy fears had suffered nme to think so far as to make
use of ny hanger (looking fiercely and cl apping ny hand upon the
hilt as | spoke) when he poked his paw into my chanber, perhaps
shoul d have gi ven himsuch a wound, as would have nade himglad to
withdraw it with nore haste than he put it in. This | delivered in a
firmtone, like a person who was jealous |lest his courage should be
called in question. However, ny speech produced nothing el se besides a
| oud | aughter, which all the respect due to his Mjesty fromthose
about him could not make them contain. This nmade nme refl ect how vain
an attenpt it is for a man to endeavor doi ng hinsel f honor anpbng those
who are out of all degree of equality or comparison with him And
yet | have seen the noral of nmy own behavior very frequent in
Engl and since nmy return, where a little contenptible varlet, wthout
the least title to birth, person, wit, or comobn sense, shal
presune to ook with inportance, and put hinself upon a foot with
t he greatest persons of the kingdom

| was every day furnishing the court with sone ridicul ous story; and
A undal clitch, although she loved ne to excess, yet was arch enough to
i nformthe Queen, whenever | committed any folly that she thought
woul d be diverting to her Majesty. The girl, who had been out of
order, was carried by her governess to take the air about an hour's
di stance, or thirty mles fromtown. They alighted out of the coach
near a snmall footpath in a field, and A undalclitch setting down ny

traveling box, | went out of it to walk. There was a cow dung in the
path, and | rnust needs try ny activity by attenpting to | eap over

it. | took a run, but unfortunately junped short, and found nyself
just in the mddle up to ny knees. | waded through with sone

difficulty, and one of the footnmen w ped nme as clean as he could

wi th his handkerchief; for | was filthily bem red, and ny nurse

confined me to ny box till we returned home; where the Queen was

soon informed of what had passed, and the footmen spread it about

the court, so that all the nmirth, for sone days, was at ny expense.
CHAPTER VI

| used to attend the King's | evee once or twice a week, and had
often seen hi munder the barber's hand, which indeed was at first very
terrible to behold; for the razor was al nbst twice as |ong as an
ordinary scythe. His Mjesty, according to the custom of the

country, was only shaved twice a week. | once prevailed on the
barber to give me sone of the suds or |ather, out of which | picked
forty or fifty of the strongest stunps of hair. | then took a piece of

fine wood, and cut it like the back of a conb, naking several holes in
it at equal distance with as snall a needle as | could get from
GQundalclitch. | fixed in the stunps so artificially, scraping and
sloping themwith nmy knife toward the points, that | nade a very

tol erabl e conb; which was a seasonabl e supply, nmy own being so nuch
broken in the teeth, that it was al nbst useless: neither did | know
any artist in that country so nice and exact, as woul d undertake to
make ne anot her.

And this puts ne in nmnd of an anusenent wherein | spent many of
nmy | eisure hours. | desired the Queen's woman to save for ne the
conbi ngs of her Majesty's hair, whereof in tine | got a good quantity,
and consulting with nmy friend the cabi net-maker, who had received
general orders to do little jobs for ne, | directed himto nake two
chair frames, no larger than those | had in ny box, and then to bore
little holes with a fine awl round those parts where | designed the
backs and seats; through these holes | wove the strongest hairs |
could pick out, just after the manner of cane chairs in Engl and.

VWen they were finished, | made a present of themto her Mjesty,

who kept themin her cabinet, and used to show them for curiosities,
as indeed they were the wonder of every one that beheld them The
Queen woul d have had ne sit upon one of these chairs, but | absolutely
refused to obey her, protesting | would rather die a thousand deat hs
than place a di shonorable part of ny body on those precious hairs that
once adorned her Majesty's head. O these hairs (as | had al ways a
nechani cal genius) | likewi se nade a neat little purse about five feet
long, with her Majesty's nane deciphered in gold letters, which | gave
to dundalclitch, by the Queen's consent. To say the truth, it was
nore for show than use, being not of strength to bear the weight of
the larger coins, and therefore she kept nothing in it but sone little
toys that girls are fond of.

The King, who delighted in nusic, had frequent concerts at court, to
which | was sonetinmes carried, and set in nmy box on a table to hear
them but the noise was so great, that | could hardly distinguish
the tunes. | amconfident that all the druns and trunpets of a roya
arny, beating and soundi ng together just at your ears, could not equa
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it. My practice was to have my box renoved fromthe places where the
performers sat, as far as | could, then to shut the doors and

wi ndows of it, and draw the w ndow curtains; after which | found their
nusi ¢ not di sagreeabl e.

| had learned in ny youth to play a little upon the spinet
d undaclitch kept one in her chanber, and a naster attended twice a
week to teach her: | call it a spinet, because it sonewhat resenbled
that instrument. and was played upon in the sane nmanner. A fancy
cane into ny head that | would entertain the King and Queen with an
English tune upon this instrument. But this appeared extrenely
difficult; for the spinet was near sixty feet |ong, each key being
al nost a foot wide, so that, with ny arns extended, | could not
reach to above five keys, and to press them down required a good smart
stroke with ny fist, which would be too great a | abor, and to no
purpose. The nethod | contrived was this. | prepared two round
sticks about the bigness of common cudgels; they were thicker at one
end than the other, and | covered the thicker ends with a piece of a
nouse's skin, that by rapping on them| mght neither danage the
tops of the keys, nor interrupt the sound. Before the spinet a bench
was pl aced, about four feet below the keys, and | was put upon the
bench. | ran sideling upon it that way and this, as fast as | could,
bangi ng the proper keys with ny two sticks, and made a shift to play a
jig, to the great satisfaction of both their Majesties: but it was the
nost violent exercise | ever underwent, and yet | could not strike
above si xteen keys, nor, consequently, play the bass and treble
toget her, as other artists do; which was a great di sadvantage to ny
per f or mance.

The King, who, as | before observed, was a prince of excellent
under st andi ng, would frequently order that | should be brought in ny
box, and set upon the table in his closet. He would then command ne to
bring one of ny chairs out of the box, and sit down within three yards
di stance upon the top of the cabinet, which brought ne alnost to a
level with his face. In this manner | had several conversations wth
him | one day took the freedomto tell his Mjesty, that the contenpt
he di scovered towards Europe, and the rest of the world, did not
seem answer abl e to those excellent qualities of the mnd he was naster
of . That reason did not extend itself with the bul k of the body: on
the contrary, we observed in our country that the tallest persons were
usual ly least provided with it. That anobng ot her aninmls, bees and
ants had the reputation of nore industry, art and sagacity, than
many of the larger kinds. And that, as inconsiderable as he took nme to
be, | hoped | mght live to do his Mjesty sonme signal service. The
King heard ne with attention, and began to conceive a much better
opi nion of nme than he had ever before. He desired | would give him
as exact an account of the government of England as | possibly
coul d; because, as fond as princes comonly are of their own custons
(for so he conjectured of other nmonarchs, by ny former discourses), he
shoul d be glad to hear of anything that m ght deserve imtation

I magine with thyself, courteous reader, how often | then wi shed
for the tongue of Denpbsthenes or Cicero, that might have enabled ne to
cel ebrate the praise of ny own dear native country in a style equal to
its merits and felicity.

| began ny discourse by informng his Mjesty that our dom nions
consi sted of two islands, which conposed three m ghty ki ngdons under

one sovereign, beside our plantations in America. | dwelt |ong upon
the fertility of our soil, and the tenperature of our clinate.

t hen spoke at |arge upon the constitution of an English Parlianent,
partly made up of an illustrious body called the House of Peers,
persons of the noblest blood, and of the nbst ancient and anple
patrinonies. | described that extraordinary care always taken of their

education in arts and arns, to qualify themfor being counselors

born to the king and ki ngdom to have a share in the legislature, to
be menbers of the highest Court of Judicature, from whence there could
be no appeal, and to be chanpi ons al ways ready for the defense of
their prince and country, by their valor, conduct, and fidelity.

That these were the ornanent and bul wark of the kingdom worthy

foll owers of their nost renowned ancestors, whose honor had been the
reward of their virtue, fromwhich their posterity were never once
known to degenerate. To these we joined several holy persons, as

part of that assenbly, under the title of Bishops, whose peculiar
business it is to take care of religion, and of those who instruct the
peopl e therein. These were searched and sought out through the whole
nati on, by the prince and his w sest counsel ors, anong such of the
priesthood as were nost deservedly distinguished by the sanctity of
their lives, and the depth of their erudition; who were indeed the
spiritual fathers of the clergy and the people.
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That the other part of the Parliament consisted of an assenbly
call ed the House of Commobns, who were all principal gentlenen,
freely picked and cull ed out by the people thenmselves, for their great
abilities and |l ove of their country, to represent the wi sdom of the
whol e nation. And these two bodi es make up the npbst august assenbly in
Europe, to whom in conjunction with the prince, the whole |legislature
is conmtted.

| then descended to the Courts of justice, over which the judges,

t hose venerabl e sages and interpreters of the |law, presided, for
determ ning the disputed rights and properties of nen, as well as

for the punishnment of vice, and protection of innocence. | mentioned

t he prudent nanagenment of our treasury; the valor and achi evenents

of our forces by sea and land. | conputed the nunber of our people, by
reckoning how many nillions there mght be of each religious sect,

or political party among us. | did not omit even our sports and
pastines, or any other particular which | thought m ght redound to the
honor of my country. And | finished all with a brief historica

account of affairs and events in England for about a hundred years
past .

This conversation was not ended under five audi ences, each of
several hours, and the King heard the whole with great attention
frequently taking notes of what | spoke, as well as nenoranduns of
several questions he intended to ask ne.

When | had put an end to these long discourses, his Majesty in a
si xth audi ence, consulting his notes, proposed many doubts, queries,
and objections, upon every article. He asked what nethods were used to
cultivate the minds and bodi es of our young nobility, and in what kind
of business they commonly spent the first and teachable part of
their lives. What course was taken to supply that assenbly when any
noble fanily becane extinct. What qualifications were in those who
were to be created new | ords. \Wether the hunor of the prince, a sum
of noney to a court lady, or a prine mnister, or a design of
strengthening a party opposite to the public interest, ever happened
to be notives in those advancenents. Wat share of know edge these
lords had in the laws of their country, and how they canme by it, so as
to enable themto decide the properties of their fellow subjects in
the last resort. Wether they were always so free from avari ce,
partialities, or want, that a bribe, or sone other sinister view,
could have no place anobng them Whether those holy lords | spoke of
were always pronpted to that rank upon account of their know edge in
religious matters, and the sanctity of their lives, had never been
conpliers with the tines while they were conmon priests, or slavish
prostitute chaplains to some nobl eman, whose opi nions they continued
servilely to follow after they were adnitted into that assenbly.

He then desired to know what arts were practiced in electing those
whom | commoners: whether a stranger with a strong purse m ght not
i nfl uence the vul gar voters to choose himbefore their own | andl ord,
or the nost considerable gentleman in the nei ghborhood. How it cane to
pass, that people were so violently bent upon getting into this
assenbly, which | allowed to be a great trouble and expense, often
to the ruin of their fanmlies, wthout any salary or pension:
because this appeared such an exalted strain of virtue and public
spirit, that his Mjesty seened to doubt it mght possibly not be
al ways sincere: and he desired to know whet her such zeal ous
gent | eren coul d have any views of refunding thenselves for the charges
and trouble they were at, by sacrificing the public good to the
designs of a weak and vicious prince in conjunction with a corrupted
mnistry. He nultiplied his questions and sifted ne thoroughly upon
every part of this head, proposing nunberless inquiries and
objections, which I think it not prudent or convenient to repeat.

Upon what | said in relation to our Courts of Justice, his Mjesty
desired to be satisfied in several points: and this | was the better
able to do, having been fornerly alnost ruined by a long suit in
chancery, which was decreed for ne with costs. He asked, what tine was
usual |y spent in deternining between right and wong, and what
degree of expense. Wether advocates and orators had liberty to
pl ead in causes nanifestly known to be unjust, vexatious, or
oppressive. Whether party in religion or politics were observed to
be of any weight in the scale of justice. Wether those pleading
orators were persons educated in the general know edge of equity, or
only in provincial, national, and other |ocal custons. Wether they or
their judges had any part in penning those | aws which they assuned the
liberty of interpreting and gl ossing upon at their pleasure. Wether
they had ever at different times pleaded for and agai nst the sane
cause, and cited precedents to prove contrary opinions. \Wether they
were a rich or a poor corporation. Wiether they received any pecuniary
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reward for pleading or delivering their opinions. And particularly
whet her they were ever adnitted as nenbers in the | ower senate.

He fell next upon the management of our treasury; and said he
t hought nmy menory had failed nme, because | conputed our taxes at about
five or six millions a year, and when | cane to nention the issues, he
found they sonetines anmobunted to nore than double; for the notes he
had taken were very particular in this point, because he hoped, as
he told ne, that the know edge of our conduct m ght be useful to
him and he could not be deceived in his calculations. But, if what
| told himwere true, he was still at a | oss how a ki ngdom coul d run
out of its estate like a private person. He asked nme, who were our
creditors; and where we should find noney to pay them He wondered
to hear nme tal k of such chargeabl e and extensive wars; that
certainly we nust be a quarrel sone people, or |live anong very bad
nei ghbors, and that our generals nust needs be richer than our
ki ngs. He asked what busi ness we had out of our own islands, unless
upon the score of trade or treaty, or to defend the coasts with our
fleet. About all, he was anazed to hear nme talk of a nercenary
standing arnmy in the mdst of peace, and anbng a free people. He said,
if we were governed by our own consent in the persons of our
representatives, he could not imagine of whomwe were afraid, or
agai nst whom we were to fight; and woul d hear ny opinion, whether a
private man's house ni ght not better be defended by hinself, his
children, and famly, than by half a dozen rascals picked up at a
venture in the streets, for small wages, who mght get a hundred tines
nore by cutting their throats.

He | aughed at my odd kind of arithnmetic (as he was pleased to cal
it) in reckoning the nunbers of our people by a conputation drawn from
the several sects anong us in religion and politics. He said, he
knew no reason, why those who entertain opinions prejudicial to the
public, should be obliged to change, or should not be obliged to
conceal them And as it was tyranny in any government to require the
first, so it was weakness not to enforce the second: for a nman may
be all owed to keep poisons in his closet, but not to vend t hem about
for cordials.

He observed that anong the diversions of our nobility and gentry |
had rmentioned gam ng. He desired to know at what age this
entertai nment was usually taken up, and when it was | aid down; how
much of their tine it enployed; whether it ever went so high as to
affect their fortunes; whether nmean vicious people, by their dexterity
in that art, mght not arrive at great riches, and sonetines keep
our very nobles in dependence, as well as habituate themto vile
conpani ons, wholly take themfromthe inproverment of their m nds,
and force them by the |osses they have received, to |learn and
practice that infamous dexterity upon others.

He was perfectly astonished with the historical account | gave him
of our affairs during the last century, protesting it was only a
heap of conspiracies, rebellions, nurders, nassacres, revol utions,
bani shments, the very worst effects that avarice, faction
hypocri sy, perfidi ousness, cruelty, rage, nmdness, hatred, envy, |ust,
mal i ce, or anbition could produce.

Hi s Majesty in another audience was at the pains to recapitulate the
sum of all | had spoken, conpared the questions he made with the
answers | had given, then taking me into his hands, and stroking ne
gently, delivered himself in these words, which I shall never forget
nor the nanner he spoke themin: My little friend Gildrig, you have
made a nost admnirabl e panegyric upon your country; you have clearly
proved that ignorance, idleness, and vice, may be sonetines the only
ingredients for qualifying a legislator; that |aws are best expl ai ned,
interpreted, and applied by those whose interest and abilities lie
in perverting, confounding, and eluding them | observe anong you sone
lines of an institution, which in its original mght have been
tol erabl e, but these half erased, and the rest wholly blurred and
bl otted by corruptions. It does not appear fromall you have said, how
any one virtue is required towards the procurenment of any one
station anong you; much |less that nen are ennobl ed on account of their
virtue, that priests are advanced for their piety or |earning,
soldiers for their conduct or valor, judges for their integrity,
senators for the |love of their country, or counsellors for their
wi sdom As for yourself (continued the King) who have spent the
greatest part of your life in traveling, I amwell disposed to hope
you may hitherto have escaped nmany vices of your country. But by
what | have gathered fromyour own relation, and the answers | have
with much pains winged and extorted fromyou, | cannot but concl ude
the bul k of your natives to be the nost pernicious race of little
odious vernin that nature ever suffered to crawl upon the surface of
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the earth.
CHAPTER VI |

Not hi ng but an extrene |love of truth could have hindered ne from
concealing this part of ny story. It was in vain to discover ny
resentments, which were always turned into ridicule; and | was
forced to rest with patience while ny noble and nost bel oved country
was so injuriously treated. | amheartily sorry as any of ny readers
can possibly be, that such an occasion was given: but this prince
happened to be so curious and inquisitive upon every particul ar
that it could not consist either with gratitude or good nanners to
refuse giving himwhat satisfaction | was able. Yet thus nuch | may be
allowed to say in ny own vindication, that | artfully eluded many of
his questions, and gave to every point a nore favorable turn by nmany
degrees than the strictness of truth would allow. For | have al ways
borne that | audable partiality to nmy own country, which Dionysius
Hal i carnassensis with so much justice recommends to a historian. |
woul d hide the frailties and deformties of ny political nother, and
pl ace her virtues and beauties in the npbst advantageous light. This
was ny sincere endeavor in those nmany discourses | had with that
m ghty monarch, although it unfortunately failed of success.

But great all owances should be given to a King who lives wholly
secluded fromthe rest of the world, and rmust therefore be
al t oget her unacquainted with the manners and custons that nost prevai
in other nations; the want of which know edge will ever produce many
prejudi ces, and a certain narrowness of thinking, fromwhich we and
the politer countries of Europe are wholly exenpted. And it would be
hard indeed, if so renbte a prince's notions of virtue and vice were
to be offered as a standard for all nankind.

To confirmwhat | have now said, and further, to show the

m serable effects of a confined education, | shall here insert a
passage which will hardly obtain belief. In hopes to ingratiate nyself
farther into his Majesty's favor, | told himof an invention

di scovered between three and four hundred years ago, to make a certain
powder, into a heap of which the smallest spark of fire falling, would
kindle the whole in a nonent, although it were as big as a nountain,
and make it all fly up in the air together, with a noise and agitation
greater than thunder. That a proper quantity of this powder ranmed
into a hollow tube of brass or iron, according to its bigness, would
drive a ball of iron or Iead with such violence and speed, as

nothing was able to sustain its force. the largest balls thus

di scharged, would not only destroy whole ranks of an arny at once, but
batter the strongest walls to the ground, sink down ships, with a

t housand men in each, to the bottom of the sea; and, when I|inked

toget her by a chain, would cut through nasts and rigging, divide
hundreds of bodies in the mddle, and lay all waste before them

That we often put this powder into |large hollow balls of iron, and

di scharged them by an engine into sone city we were besieging, which
would rip up the pavenents, tear the houses to pieces, burst and throw
splinters on every side, dashing out the brains of all who cane

near. That | knew the ingredients very well, which were cheap, and
conmon; | understood the manner of conpounding them and coul d

direct his worknen how to nmake those tubes of a size proportionable to
all other things in his Mjesty's kingdom and the |argest need not be
above a hundred feet long; twenty or thirty of which tubes, charged
with the proper quantity of powder and balls, would batter down the
wal | s of the strongest town in his domnions in a few hours, or
destroy the whole netropolis, if ever it should pretend to dispute his
absol ute commands. This | hunbly offered to his Mjesty, as a snal
tribute of acknow edgnent in return of so nany marks that | had

recei ved of his royal favor and protection.

The King was struck with horror at the description | had given of
those terrible engines, and the proposal | had made. He was amazed how
so inpotent and grovelling an insect as | (these were his expressions)
could entertain such inhuman ideas, and in so fam liar a manner as
to appear wholly unnoved at all the scenes of blood and desol ation
which | had painted as the common effects of those destructive
machi nes, whereof he said sone evil genius, eneny to mankind, nust
have been the first contriver. As for hinself, he protested that
al t hough few t hings delighted himso nuch as new di scoveries in art or
in nature, yet he would rather |ose half his kingdomthan be privy
to such a secret, which he commanded ne, as | valued ny life, never to
mention any nore.

A strange effect of narrow principles and short views that a
prince possessed of every quality which procures veneration, |ove, and
esteem of strong parts, great wi sdom and profound |earning, endued
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with adnirable talents for governnent, and al nost adored by his
subj ects, should froma nice unnecessary scruple, whereof in Europe we
can have no conception, let slip an opportunity to put into his hands,
t hat woul d have made hi m absol ute nmaster of the lives, the
liberties, and the fortunes of his people. Neither do | say this
with the least intention to detract fromthe many virtues of that
excel l ent King, whose character | amsensible will on this account
be very nuch | essened in the opinion of an English reader: but |
take this defect among themto have risen fromtheir ignorance, they
not having hitherto reduced politics into a science, as the nore acute
wits of Europe have done. For | remenber very well, in a discourse one
day with the King, when | happened to say there were severa
t housand books anong us witten upon the art of government, it gave
him(directly contrary to my intention) a very nmean opi ni on of our
under st andi ngs. He professed both to abomi nate and despise all
nystery, refinement, and intrigue, either in a prince or a mnister
He could not tell what | neant secrets of state, where an eneny or
sone rival nation were not in the case. He confined the know edge of
governing within very narrow bounds; to comon sense and reason, to
justice and lenity, to the speedy deternination of civil and
crimnal causes; with sone other obvious topics, which are not worth
considering. And he gave it for his opinion, that whoever could nake
two ears of corn or two bl ades of grass to grow upon a spot of
ground where only one grew before, woul d deserve better of nankind,
and do nore essential service to his country than the whol e race of
politicians put together

The learning of this people is very defective, consisting only in
norality, history, poetry, and nmat hematics, wherein they nust be
allowed to excel. But the last of these is wholly applied to what
may be useful in life, to the inprovenent of agriculture, and al
nmechani cal arts; so that among us it would be little esteemed. And
as to ideas, entities, abstractions, and transcendentals, | could
never drive the | east conception into their heads.

No | aw of that country nust exceed in words the nunber of letters in
t heir al phabet, which consists only of twenty-two. But indeed few of
them extend even to that |length. They are expressed in the nopst
plain and sinple terms, wherein those people are not mercuria
enough to di scover above one interpretation; and to wite a conment
upon any lawis a capital crime. As to the decision of civil causes,
or proceedings against crimnals, their precedents are so few, that
they have little reason to boast of any extraordinary skill in either

They have had the art of printing, as well as the Chinese, tine
out of mnd. But their libraries are not very large; for that of the
King's which is reckoned the biggest, does not anmobunt to above a
t housand vol unmes, placed in a gallery twelve hundred feet long, from
which | had liberty to borrow what books | pleased. The Queen's j oi ner
had contrived in one of Aundalclitch's rooms a kind of wooden nachi ne
twenty-five feet high, forned like a standing |adder; the steps were
each fifty feet long. It was indeed a noveable pair of stairs, the
| owest end placed at ten feet distance fromthe wall of the chanber.
The book I had a mind to read was put up |eaning against the wall. |
first nounted to the upper step of the ladder, and turning ny face
towards the book, began at the top of the page, and so walking to
the right and | eft about eight or ten yards, according to the length
of the lines, till | had gotten a little below the |evel of my eyes,
and then descending gradually till | came to the botton after which |
mount ed agai n and began the other page in the same manner, and so
turned over the leaf, which I could easily do with both ny hands,
for it was as thick and stiff as pasteboard, and in the |argest folios
not above eighteen or twenty feet |ong.

Their style is clear, masculine, and snooth, but not florid, for
t hey avoid nothing nore than multiplying unnecessary words, or using
various expressions. | have perused nany of their books, especially
those in history and norality. Arong the rest, | was nuch diverted
with a little old treatise, which always lay in @ undalclitch's bed
chanber, and bel onged to her governess, a grave el derly gentl ewonan
who dealt in witings of norality and devotion. The book treats of the
weakness of hunman kind, and is in little esteem except anong the
worren and the vul gar. However, | was curious to see what an author
of that country could say upon such a subject. This witer went
t hrough all the usual topics of European show ng how di m nutive,
contenpti bl e, and hel pl ess an aninmal was man in his own nature; how
unable to defend hinself fromthe inclenmencies of the air, or the fury
of wild beasts; how much he was excelled by one creature in
strength, by another in speed, by a third in foresight, by a fourth in
i ndustry. He added, that nature was degenerated in these |atter

http://ww. Edi t PadPro. com Page 52 of

117



Printed with the trial version of EditPad Pro 04/ 08/ 2012

declining ages of the world, and could now produce only small abortive
births in conparison of those in ancient tines. He said, it was very
reasonable to think, not only that the species of nmen were
originally nmuch | arger, but also, that there nust have been giants
in former ages, which, as it is asserted by history and tradition
so it has been confirnmed by huge bones and skulls casually dug up in
several parts of the Kingdom far exceeding the conmon dwi ndl ed race
of man in our days. He argued, that the very |laws of nature absolutely
requi red we shoul d have been made in the begi nning, of a size nore
| arge and robust, not so liable to destruction fromevery little
accident of atile falling froma house, or a stone cast fromthe hand
of a boy, or of being drowned in a little brook. Fromthis way of
reasoni ng the author drew several noral applications useful in the
conduct of life, but needless here to repeat. For ny own part, | could
not avoid reflecting how universally this talent was spread, of
drawing |l ectures in norality, or indeed rather matter of discontent
and repining, fromthe quarrels we raise with nature. And | believe,
upon a strict inquiry, those quarrels m ght be shown as ill-grounded
among us as they are anong that people.

As to their mlitary affairs, they boast that the King's arny
consi sts of a hundred and seventy-six thousand foot, and thirty-two
t housand horse: if that nmay be called an arnmy which is made up of
tradesnen in the several cities, and farners in the country, whose
conmanders are only the nobility and gentry, w thout pay or reward.
They are indeed perfect enough in their exercises, and under very good
di scipline, wherein | saw no great nerit; for how should it be
ot herwi se, where every farner is under the command of his own
| andl ord, and every citizen under that of the principal men in his own
city, chosen after the manner of Venice by ballot?

| have often seen the militia of Lorbrulgrud drawn out to exercise
in agreat field near the city of twenty niles square. They were in
all not above twenty-five thousand foot, and six thousand horse; but
it was inpossible for ne to conpute their nunber, considering the
space of ground they took up. A cavalier nounted on a | arge steed,
nm ght be about a hundred feet high. | have seen this whol e body of
horse, upon a word of conmmand, draw their swords at once, and brandi sh
themin the air. Imagination can figure nothing so grand, so
surprising, and so astonishing. It |ooked as if ten thousand fl ashes
of lightning were darting at the same tine fromevery quarter of the
sky.

| was curious to know how this prince, to whose dom nions there is
no access fromany other country, canme to think of armies, or to teach
his people the practice of mlitary discipline. But | was soon
i nforned, both by conversation and reading their histories. For in the
course of many ages they have been troubled with the sanme disease to
whi ch the whole race of mankind is subject; the nobility often
contendi ng for power, the people for liberty, and the King for
absol ute donminion. Al which, however happily tenpered by the | aws
of the kingdom have been sonetines violated by each of the three
parties, and have once or nore occasioned civil wars, the |ast whereof
was happily put an end to by this prince's grandfather by a genera
conposition; and the nilitia, then settled with commbn consent, has
been ever since kept in the strictest duty.

CHAPTER VI |

| had always a strong inpulse that | should sone tine recover ny
liberty, though it was inpossible to conjecture by what means, or to
formany project with the | east hope of succeeding. The ship in
which | sailed was the first ever known to be driven within sight of
that coast, and the King had given strict orders, that if at any
ti me anot her appeared, it should be taken ashore, and with all its
crew and passengers brought in a tunbril to Lorbrul grud. He was
strongly bent to get me a wonman of my own size, by whom | m ght
propagate the breed: but | think I should rather have died than
undergone the disgrace of leaving a posterity to be kept in cages I|ike
tame canary birds, and perhaps, in tine, sold about the kingdomto

persons of quality for curiosities. | was, indeed, treated with nuch
ki ndness; | was the favorite of a great King and Queen, and the
delight of the whole court, but it was upon such a foot as il

becane the dignity of human kind. | could never forget those
donestic pledges | had left behind ne. | wanted to be anpong peopl e

with whom | coul d converse upon even terns, and wal k about the streets
and fields without fear of being trod to death like a frog or a

young puppy. But ny deliverance canme sooner than | expected, and in

a manner not very comon; the whole story and circunstances of which |
shall faithfully relate.
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| had now been two years in this country; and about the begi nning of
the third, Qundalclitch and | attended the King and Queen in a
progress to the coast of the kingdom | was carried, as usual, in ny
traveling box, which, as | have already described, was a very
conveni ent closet of twelve feet wide. And | had ordered a hammock
to be fixed by silken ropes fromthe four corners at the top, to break
the jolts, when a servant carried ne before himon horseback, as
sonetines desired, and would often sleep in ny hamock while we were
upon the road. On the roof of ny closet, just over the niddl e of the
hammck, | ordered the joiner to cut out a hole a foot square, to give
me air in hot weather as | slept, which hole | shut at pleasure with a
board that drew backwards and forwards through a groove.

VWhen we canme to our journey's end, the King thought proper to pass a
few days at a palace he has near Flanflasnic, a city within eighteen
English niles of the seaside. @undalclitch and | were much
fatigued; | had gotten a snall cold, but the poor girl was so ill as
to be confined to her chanber. | longed to see the ocean, which nust
be the only scene of ny escape, if ever it should happen.
pretended to be worse than |I really was, and desired | eave to take the
fresh air of the sea, with a page whom| was very fond of, and who had
sometines been trusted with ne. | shall never forget w th what
unwi | | i ngness @ undal clitch consented, nor the strict charge she
gave the page to be careful of me, bursting at the same tinme into a
flood of tears, as if she had some forebodi ng of what was to happen
The boy took me out in ny box about half an hour's walk fromthe

pal ace, towards the rocks on the seashore. | ordered himto set ne

down, and lifting up one of ny sashes, cast many a w stfu

nel ancholy | ook towards the sea. | found nyself not very well, and

told the page that | had a nmind to take a nap in nmy hamrock, which

hoped woul d do nme good. | got in, and the boy shut the w ndow cl ose
down to keep out the cold. | soon fell asleep, and all | can

conjecture is, that while |I slept, the page, thinking no danger
coul d happen, went anong the rocks to | ook for birds' eggs, having
bef ore observed himfrom ny w ndow searchi ng about, and picking up one

or two in the clefts. Be that as it will, | found nyself suddenly
awaked with a violent pull upon the ring which was fastened at the top
of my box for the conveniency of carriage. | felt nmy box raised very

high in the air, and then borne forward with prodigi ous speed. The
first jolt had Iike to have shaken nme out of ny hanmock, but
afterwards the notion was easy enough. | called out several tines as
loud as | could raise ny voice, but all to no purpose. | |ooked
towards nmy wi ndows and coul d see nothing but the clouds and sky.
heard a noi se just over ny head like the clapping of wings, and then
began to perceive the woeful condition | was in; that sone eagle had
got the ring of my box in his beak, with an intent to let it fall on a
rock like a tortoise in a shell, and then pick out ny body, and devour
it. For the sagacity and snmell of this bird enable himto discover his
quarry at a great distance, though better concealed than | could be
within a two-inch board

Inalittle tine | observed the noise of flutter of wings to
i ncrease very fast, and ny box was tossed up and down, like a sign
post on a windy day. | heard several bangs or buffets, as | thought,
given to the eagle (for such I amcertain it nmust have been that
held the ring of my box in his beak), and then all of a sudden felt
nysel f falling perpendicularly down for above a minute, but with
such incredible swiftness that | alnost |ost ny breath. My fall was
stopped by a terrible squash, that sounded | ouder to ny ears than
the cataract of N agara; after which | was quite in the dark for
anot her mnute, and then nmy box began to rise so high that |I could see
light fromthe tops of nmy wi ndows. | now perceived that | had fallen
into the sea. My box, by the weight of nmy body, the goods that were
in, and the broad plates of iron fixed for strength at the four
corners of the top and bottom floated five feet deep in water.
did then, and do now, suppose that the eagle which flew away with ny
box was pursued by two or three others, and forced to let ne drop
whi |l e he was defending hinself against the rest, who hoped to share in
the prey. The plates of iron fastened at the bottom of the box (for
those were the strongest) preserved the balance while it fell, and
hi ndered it from being broken on the surface of the water. Every joint
of it was well grooved, and the door did not nove on hinges, but up
and down |ike a sash, which kept nmy closet so tight that very little
water cane in. | got with nmuch difficulty out of ny hammopck, having
first ventured to draw back the slipboard on the roof already
nentioned, contrived on purpose to let in air, for want of which
found nyself al nbst stifled.

How often did | then wish nyself with ny dear Aundalclitch, from
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whom one single hour had so far divided nme! And | nmay say with
truth, that in the mdst of ny owmn nisfortunes | could not forbear

| anenting ny poor nurse, the grief she would suffer for nmy loss, the
di spl easure of the Queen, and the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps nany
travel ers have not been under greater difficulties and distress than
was at this juncture, expecting every nmonent to see ny box dashed in
pi eces, or at |east overset by the first violent blast, or a rising
wave. A breach in one single pane of glass would have been i mediate
deat h: nor could anything have preserved the wi ndows, but the strong
lattice wires placed on the outside agai nst accidents in traveling.

| saw the water ooze in at several crannies, although the | eaks were
not considerable, and | endeavored to stop themas well as | could.

| was not able to lift up the roof of nmy closet, which otherw se
certainly should have done, and sat on the top of it, where | mght at
| east preserve nyself sone hours | onger than by being shut up, as

may call it, in the hold. O, if | escaped these dangers for a day
or two, what could | expect but a miserable death of cold and
hunger! |1 was four hours under these circunstances, expecting and

i ndeed wi shing every nonent to be ny |ast.

| have already told the reader that there were two strong staples
fixed upon that side of my box which had no wi ndow, and into which the
servant who used to carry ne on horseback would put a | eathern belt,
and buckle it about his waist. Being in this disconsolate state, |
heard or at |east thought | beard sonme kind of grating noise on that
side of nmy box where the staples were fixed, and soon after | began to
fancy that the box was pulled or towed along in the sea; for |I now and
then felt a sort of tugging, which made the waves rise near the tops
of my windows, |eaving ne alnmost in the dark. This gave ne sone
faint hopes of relief, although I was not able to i magi ne how it could
be brought about. | ventured to unscrew one of mny chairs, which were
al ways fastened to the floor; and having made a hard shift to screwit
down again directly under the slipping-board that | had | ately opened,
| mounted on the chair, and putting ny nouth as near as | could to the
hole, | called for help in a loud voice, and in all the |anguages
understood. | then fastened nmy handkerchief to a stick | usually
carried, and thrusting it up the hole, waved it several tinmes in the
air, that if any boat or ship were near, the seanen mi ght conjecture
sone unhappy nortal to be shut up in the box.

I found no effect fromall | could do, but plainly perceived ny
cl oset to be noved along; and in the space of an hour, or better, that
side of the box where the staples were, and had no wi ndow, struck
agai nst sonething that was hard. | apprehended it to be a rock, and
found nyself tossed nore than ever. | plainly heard a noise upon the
cover of ny closet, like that of a cable, and the grating of it as
it passed through the ring. | then found nyself hoisted up by
degrees at | east three feet higher than | was before. Wereupon
again thrust up my stick and handkerchief, calling for help till | was
al nost hoarse. In return to which, | heard a great shout repeated
three times, giving ne such transports of joy, as are not to be
concei ved but by those who feel them | now heard a tranpling over
ny head, and sonebody calling through the hole with a |oud voice in
the English tongue: If there be anybody below, |et them speak.
answered, | was an Englishman, drawn by ill fortune into the
greatest calanity that ever any creature underwent, and begged, by al
that is noving, to be delivered out of the dungeon | was in. The voice

replied, I was safe, for nmy box was fastened to their ship; and the
carpenter should inmredi ately come and saw an hole in the cover,
| arge enough to pull ne out. | answered, that was needl ess, and

woul d take up too nmuch tine, for there was no nore to be done, but I|et
one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and take the box out

of the sea into the ship, and so into the captain's cabin. Sone of

t hem upon hearing me talk so wildly thought | was nad; others | aughed;
for indeed it never came into ny head that | was now anong peopl e of
ny own stature and strength. The carpenter cane, and in a few

m nut es sawed a passage about four feet square, then let down a

smal | | adder, upon which |I nmounted, and fromthence was taken into the
ship in a very weak condition.

The sailors were all in amazement, and asked ne a thousand
guestions, which | had no inclination to answer. | was equally

confounded at the sight of so many pignies, for such | took themto
be, after having so |long accustoned nmy eyes to the nonstrous objects
had left. But the Captain, M. Thonmas W/ cocks, an honest worthy
Shropshire man, observing | was ready to faint, took me into his
cabin, gave ne a cordial to confort ne, and nmade nme turn in upon his
own bed, advising ne to take a little rest, of which | had great need.
Before | went to sleep | gave himto understand that | had sone
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val uable furniture in ny box, too good to be lost, a fine hamock, a
handsonme field bed, two chairs, a table, and a cabinet; that ny cl oset
was hung on all sides, or rather quilted, with silk and cotton; that
if he would let one of the crew bring ny closet into his cabin,
woul d open it there before him and show himmy goods. The Captain
hearing ne utter these absurdities, concluded | was raving: however (
suppose to pacify nme), he pronmised to give order as | desired, and
goi ng upon deck sent sone of his nen down into ny closet, from
whence (as | afterwards found) they drew up all mnmy goods, and stripped
off the quilting; but the chairs, cabinet, and bedstead, being screwed
to the floor, were nmuch danaged by the ignorance of the seanen, who
tore themup by force. Then they knocked of f sone of the boards for
the use of the ship, and when they had got all they had a mind for,
et the hull drop into the sea, which by reason of nmany breaches
made in the bottom and sides, sunk to rights. And indeed | was gl ad
not to have been a spectator of the havoc they nmde; because | am
confident it would have sensibly touched me, by bringing former
passages into my mnd, which | had rather forget.

| slept some hours, but perpetually disturbed with dreans of the
place | had left, and the dangers | had escaped. However, upon
waking I found myself nuch recovered. It was now about eight o'clock
at night, and the Captain ordered supper i mediately, thinking | had
already fasted too long. He entertained ne with great kindness,
observing ne not to look wildly, or talk inconsistently: and when we
were |l eft alone, desired | would give hima relation of my travels,
and by what accident | cane to be set adrift in that nonstrous
wooden chest. He said, that about twelve o'clock at noon, as he was
| ooki ng through his glass, he spied it at a distance, and thought it
was a sail, which he had a mind to make, being not nmuch out of his
course, in hopes of buying sone biscuit, his own beginning to fal
short. That upon coming nearer, and finding his error, he sent out his
| ongboat to discover what | was; that his nen cane back in a fright,
swearing they had seen a sw nm ng house. That he |aughed at their
folly, and went hinself in the boat, ordering his nen to take a strong
cable along with them That the weather being calm he rowed round
nme several tines, observed ny windows, and the wire lattices that
def ended them That he discovered two staples upon one side, which was
all of boards, without any passage for light. He then commanded his
men to row up to that side, and fastening a cable to one of the
staples, ordered themto tow ny chest (as he called it) towards the
ship. When it was there, he gave directions to fasten another cable to
the ring fixed in the cover, and to raise up ny chest with pulley,
which all the sailors were not able to do above two or three feet.
He said they saw nmy stick and handkerchi ef thrust out of the hole, and
concl uded that some unhappy men nust be shut up in the cavity. | asked
whet her he or the crew had seen any prodigious birds in the air
about the time he first discovered ne. To which he answered, that
di scoursing this matter with the sailors while | was asl eep, one of
them sai d he had observed three eagles flying towards the north, but
remarked not hing of their being l|arger than the usual size, which |
suppose nmust be inputed to the great height they were at; and he coul d
not guess the reason of ny question. | then asked the Captain how
far he reckoned we might be fromland; he said, by the best
conputati on he could nake, we were at |east a hundred | eagues. |
assured him that he nust be m staken by alnpbst half, for | had not
left the country fromwhere | cane above two hours before | dropped
into the sea. Whereupon he began again to think that my brain was
di sturbed, of which he gave nme a hint, and advised ne to go to bed
in a cabin he had provided. | assured himl was well refreshed with
hi s good entertai nment and conpany, and as nuch in ny senses as ever
was in ny life. He then grew serious, and desired to ask nme freely
whet her | were not troubled in mnd by the consci ousness of sone
enornous crinme, for which I was punished at the comand of sone
prince, by exposing ne in that chest, as great crimnals in other
countries have been forced to sea in a | eaky vessel w thout
provisions; for although he should be sorry to have taken so ill a man
into his ship, yet he woul d engage his word to set ne safe on shore in
the first port where we arrived. He added, that his suspicions were
much increased by some very absurd speeches | had delivered at first
to the sailors, and afterwards to hinself, in relation to ny closet or
chest, as well as by ny odd | ooks and behavior while |I was at supper

| begged his patience to hear ne tell ny story, which | faithfully
did fromthe last time | left England to the nonment he first
di scovered ne. And as truth always forces its way into rational m nds,
so this honest worthy gentleman, who had sonme tincture of |earning,
and very good sense, was i nmedi ately convi nced of nmy candor and
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veracity. But further to confirmall | had said, | entreated himto
gi ve order that my cabi net should be brought, of which | had the key
in my pocket (for he had already inforned me how t he seanmen di sposed
of my closet), | opened it in his presence and showed himthe snall
collection of rarities | made in the country fromwhere | had been
so strangely delivered. There was a conb | had contrived out of the
stunps of the King' s beard, and another of the same materials, but
fixed into a paring of her Majesty's thunb-nail, which served for

t he back. There was a collection of needles and pins froma foot to
hal f a yard long; four wasp-stings, |like joiners' tacks; sonme conbings
of the Queen's hair; a gold ring which one day she nade ne a present
of in a nost obliging manner, taking it fromher little finger, and

throwing it over ny head like a collar. | desired the Captain would
pl ease to accept this ring in return of his civilities, which he
absolutely refused. | showed hima corn that | had cut off with my own

hand, froma nmaid of honor's toe; it was about the bigness of a
Kentish pippin, and grown so hard that when | returned to Engl and,
got it hollowed into a cup, and set in silver. Lastly, | desired him
to see the breeches | had then on, which were nmade of a nouse's skin.

| could force nothing on himbut a footnman's tooth, which | observed
himto examine with great curiosity, and found he had a fancy for
it. He received it with abundance of thanks, nore than such a trifle
could deserve. It was drawn by an unskillful surgeon, in a m stake,
fromone of Gundalclitch's nen, who was afflicted with the toothache

but it was as sound as any in his head. | got it cleaned, and put it
into ny cabinet. It was about a foot long, and four inches in
di anet er.

The Captain was very well satisfied with plain relation | had
given him and said he hoped when we returned to England | woul d
oblige the world by putting it in paper and nmaking it public. My
answer was that | thought we were al ready overstocked w th books of
travels; that nothing could now pass which was not extraordinary;
wherein | doubted sonme authors | ess consulted truth than their own
vanity, or interest, or the diversion of ignorant readers. That ny
story could contain little besides common events, w thout those
ornanental descriptions of strange plants, trees, birds, and other
animal s, or of the barbarous custons and idolatry of savage peopl e,
wi th which nost witers abound. However, | thanked himfor his good
opi nion, and pronmised to take the matter into ny thoughts.

He said he wondered at one thing very nuch, which was, to bear ne
speak so | oud, asking me whether the King or Queen of that country
were thick of hearing. | told himit was what | had been used to for
above two years past, and that | adnired as much at the voices of
himand his nmen, who seened to ne only to whisper, and yet | could
hear them well enough. But when | spoke in that country, it was like a
man talking in the street to another |ooking out fromthe top of a
steeple, unless when | was placed on a table, or held in any
person's hand, | told him | had |ikew se observed another thing, that
when | first got into the ship, and the sailors stood all about ne,
| thought they were the nost little contenptible creatures | had
ever beheld. For indeed while | was in that prince's country, |
could never endure to look in a glass after nmy eyes had been
accustoned to such prodi gi ous objects, because the conparison gave
nme so despicable a conceit of nyself. The Captain said that while we
were at supper he observed ne | ook at everything with a sort of
wonder, and that | often seened hardly able to contain ny |aughter
whi ch he knew not well how to take, but inputed it to some disorder in
ny brain. | answered, it was very true; and | wondered how | could
forbear, when | saw his dishes of the size of a silver three-pence
a leg of pork hardly a nouthful, a cup not so big as a nut-shell
and so | went on, describing the rest of his household stuff and
provi sions after the sane manner. For, although the Queen had
ordered a little equi page of all things necessary for ne while | was
in her service, yet ny ideas were wholly taken up with what | saw on
every side of me, and I winked at ny own littleness as people do at
their own faults. The Captain understood ny raillery very well, and
merrily replied with the old English proverb, that he doubted ny
eyes were bigger than ny belly, for he did not observe nmy stomach so
good, although |I had fasted all day; and continuing in his mrth,
protested he woul d have gl adly given a hundred pounds to have seen
nmy closet in the eagle's bill, and afterwards in its fall from so
great a height into the sea; which would certainly have been a nost
ast oni shing object, worthy to have the description of it transnitted
to future ages: and the conparison of Phaeton was so obvious, that
he coul d not forbear applying it, although I did not nmuch adnmire the
conceit.
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The Captain having been at Tonquin, was in his return to Engl and
driven northeastward to the latitude of 44 degrees, and of |ongitude
143. But neeting a trade wind two days after | cane on board him we
sail ed southward a long tine, and coasting New Hol | and kept our course
west - sout hwest, and t hen sout h-sout hwest till we doubled the Cape of
Good Hope. Qur voyage was very prosperous, but | shall not trouble the
reader with a journal of it. The Captain called in at one or two
ports, and sent in his |long-boat for provisions and fresh water, but |
never went out of the ship till we came into the Downs, which was on
the third day of June, 1706, about nine nonths after ny escape.
offered to | eave ny goods in security for payment of ny freight; but
the Captain protested he would not receive one farthing. W took
ki nd | eave of each other, and | made hi m proni se he would cone to
see ne at nmy house in Redriff. | hired a horse and guide for five
shillings, which I borrowed of the Captain.

As | was on the road, observing the littleness of the houses, the
trees, the cattle, and the people, | began to think nyself in
Lilliput. I was afraid of tranpling on every traveler |I nmet, and often
called al oud to have them stand out of the way, so that | had |ike
to have gotten one or two broken heads for ny inpertinence.

VWen | cane to my own house, for which | was forced to enquire,
one of the servants opening the door, | bent down to go in (like a
goose under a gate) for fear of striking my head. My wife ran out to
enbrace nme, but | stooped |ower than her knees, thinking she could
ot herwi se never be able to reach my nouth. My daughter kneeled to

ask ny blessing, but | could not see her till she arose, having been
so long used to stand with nmy head and eyes erect to above sixty feet;
and then | went to take her up with one hand, by the waist. | |ooked
down upon the servants and one or two friends who were in the house,
as if they had been pignmies, and | a giant. | told ny wife, she had
been too thrifty, for | found she had starved hersel f and her daughter
to nothing. In short, | behaved nyself so unaccountably, that they

were all of the Captain's opinion when he first saw ne, and
concluded | had lost ny wits. This | nention as an instance of the
great power of habit and prejudice.

Inalittletine | and ny family and friends cane to a right
understanding: but ny wife protested | should never go to sea any
nore; although nmy evil destiny so ordered that she had not power to
hi nder me, as the reader may know hereafter. In the nean time | here
concl ude the second part of my unfortunate voyages.

THE END OF THE SECOND PART
PART 11
A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, BALNI BARBI, GLUBBDUBDRI B, LUGGNAGG AND JAPAN
(SEE PLATE 3)

CHAPTER |

| had not been at honme above ten days, when Captain WIIliam
Robi nson, a Corni sh man, Conmander of the Hope-well, a stout ship of
three hundred tons, cane to ny house. | had fornerly been surgeon of

anot her ship where he was nmaster, and a fourth part owner, in a voyage
to the Levant; he had always treated ne nore |ike a brother than an
inferior officer, and hearing of my arrival made ne a visit, as
apprehended only out of friendship, for nothing passed nore than
what is usual after |ong absences. But repeating his visits often
expressing his joy to find nme in good health, asking whether | were
now settled for life, adding that he intended a voyage to the East
Indies in two nonths; at last he plainly invited ne, though with
some apol ogi es, to be surgeon of the ship; that | should have

anot her surgeon under ne besides our two nmates; that ny salary
shoul d be double to the usual pay; and that having experienced ny
know edge in sea affairs to be at least equal to his, he would enter
i nto any engagerent to follow ny advice, as much as if | had share
in the conmand.

He said so many other obliging things, and | knew himto be so
honest a nman, that | could not reject his proposal; the thirst | had
of seeing the world, notw thstanding ny past m sfortunes, continuing
as violent as ever. The only difficulty that renmi ned, was to persuade
nmy wi fe, whose consent however | at |ast obtained by the prospect of
advant age she proposed to her children

We set out the 5th of August, 1706, and arrived at Fort St. GCeorge
the 11th of April 1707. W stayed there three weeks to refresh our
crew, many of whom were sick. Fromthere we went to Tonquin, where the
Captain resolved to continue sone tine, because nmany of the goods he
i ntended to buy were not ready, nor could he expect to be di spatched
in sone nonths. Therefore in hopes to defray sonme of the charges he
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nmust be at, he bought a sloop, loaded it with several sorts of

goods, wherewi th the Tonqui nese usually trade to the nei ghboring

i sl ands, and putting fourteen nen on board, whereof three were of

the country, he appointed ne master of the sloop, and gave nme power to
traffic for two nmonths, while he transacted his affairs at Tonquin.

We had not sailed nore than three days, when a great storm
arising, we were driven five days to the north-northeast, and then
to the east; after which we had fair weather, but still with a
pretty strong gale fromthe west. Upon the tenth day we were chased by
two pirates, who soon overtook us, for ny sloop was so deep | oaden
that she sailed very slow, neither were we in a condition to defend
our sel ves

We were boarded about the sane tine by both the pirates, who entered
furiously at the head of their nen, but finding us all prostrate
upon our faces (for so | gave order) they pinioned us with strong
ropes, and setting a guard upon us, went to search the sl oop

| observed ampbng them a Dut chman, who seened to be of some
aut hority, though he was not comuander of either ship. He knew us by
our countenances to be Englishmen, and jabbering to us in his own
| anguage, swore we should be tied back to back, and thrown into the
sea. | spoke Dutch tolerably well; | told himwho we were, and
begged himin consideration of our being Christians and Protestants,
of neighboring countries, in strict alliance, that he would nmove the
Captains to take some pity on us. This inflanmed his rage; he
repeated his threatenings, and turning to his conpanions, spoke wth
great vehenence, in the Japanese | anguage, as | suppose, often using
the word Chri stianos.

The | argest of the two pirate ships was conmanded by a Japanese
Captai n, who spoke a little Dutch, but very inperfectly. He cane up to
nme, and after several questions, which | answered in great humlity,
he said we should not die. | made the Captain a very |ow bow, and then
turning to the Dutchman, said, | was sorry to find nore nercy in a
heat hen, than in a brother Christian. But | had soon reason to
repent those foolish words; for that malicious reprobate, having often
endeavored in vain to persuade both the Captains that | m ght be
thrown into the sea (which they would not yield to after the pronise
made ne, that | should not die), however prevailed so far as to have a
puni shment inflicted on ne, worse in all human appearance than death
itself. My men were sent by an equal division into both the pirate
shi ps, and ny sloop new nmanned. As to nyself, it was determ ned that |
shoul d be set adrift in a small canoe, with paddles and a sail, and
four days' provisions, which | ast the Japanese Captain was so kind
to double out of his own stores, and would pernmit no nan to search ne.
| got down into the canoe, while the Dutchman standi ng upon the deck
| oaded me with all the curses and injurious ternms his | anguage coul d
af for d.

About an hour before we saw the pirates, | had taken an observation,
and found we were in the latitude of 46 N. and of |ongitude 183.

VWen | was at sone distance fromthe pirates, | discovered by ny
pocket gl ass several islands to the southeast. | set up ny sail, the
wind being fair, with a design to reach the nearest of those

i slands, which | nade a shift to do in about three hours. It was al
rocky; however | got many birds' eggs, and striking fire, | kindled
sone heath and dry seaweed, by which | roasted ny eggs. | ate no other
supper, being resolved to spare mny provisions as much as | could. |
passed the night under the shelter of a rock, strow ng sone heath
under me, and slept pretty well.

The next day | sailed to another island, and then to a third and
fourth, sometimes using nmy sail, and sonetines ny paddl es. But not
to trouble the reader with a particular account of ny distresses,
let it suffice that on the fifth day | arrived at the last island in
ny sight, which | ay south-southeast to the forner.

This island was at a greater distance than | expected, and | did not
reach it in less than five hours. | enconpassed it al nbost around
before | could find a convenient place to land in, which was a smnal
creek about three tinmes the wi deness of ny canoe. | found the island
to be all rocky, only a little intermngled with tufts of grass and
sweet snelling herbs. | took out nmy snall provisions, and after having
refreshed nyself, | secured the remainder in a cave, whereof there
were great numbers. | gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and
got a quantity of dry seaweed and parched grass, which | designed to
ki ndl e the next day, and roast nmy eggs as well as | could. (For

had about ne ny flint, steel, match, and burning glass.) |I lay al
night in the cave where | had | odged ny provisions. My bed was the
same dry grass and seaweed which | intended for fuel. | slept very

little, for the disquiets of ny mnd prevail ed over ny weari ness,
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and kept me awake. | considered how i npossible it was to preserve ny
life in so desolate a place, and how mi serable nmy end nust be. Yet |
found nyself so listless and desponding that | had not the heart to
rise, and before | could get spirits enough to creep out of ny cave
the day was far advanced. | wal ked a while anong the rocks; the sky
was perfectly clear, and the sun so hot that | was forced to turn ny
face fromit; when all of a sudden it becane obscured, as | thought,
in a manner very different fromwhat happens by the interposition of a
cloud. | turned back, and perceived a vast opaque body between ne
and the sun, noving forwards towards the island: it seenmed to be about
two niles high, and hid the sun six or seven ninutes, but |I did not
observe the air to be nuch colder, or the sky nore darkened, than if |
had stood under the shade of a mountain. As it approached nearer
over the place where | was, it appeared to be a firm substance, the
bottom flat, smooth, and shining very bright fromthe reflection of
the sea below. | stood upon a hei ght about two hundred yards from
the shore, and saw this vast body descending alnost to a parallel with
nme, at less than an English mle distance. | took out ny pocket
perspective, and could plainly discover nunbers of people nmoving up
and down the sides of it, which appeared to be sl oping, but what those
peopl e were doing, | was not able to distinguish

The natural love of |life gave ne sone i nward notions of joy, and
was ready to entertain a hope that this adventure night sone way or
other help to deliver ne fromthe desol ate place and condition | was
in. But at the same tinme the reader can hardly conceive ny
astoni shment, to behold an island in the air, inhabited by nen, who
were able (as it should seem) to raise or sink, or put it into a
progressive notion, as they pleased. But not being at that tine in a

di sposition to phil osophise upon this phenonenon, | rather chose to
observe what course the island would take, because it seened for a
while to stand still. Yet soon after it advanced nearer, and | coul d

see the sides of it, enconpassed with several gradations of galleries,
and stairs at certain intervals, to descend fromone to the other.
In the lowest gallery | beheld sone people fishing with | ong angling
rods, and others | ooking on. | waved ny cap (for ny hat was |ong since
worn out) and ny handkerchi ef towards the island; and upon its
nearer approach, | called and shouted with the utnost strength of ny
voi ce; and then | ooking circunspectly, | beheld a crowd gather to that
side which was nost in ny view | found by their pointing towards ne
and to each other, that they plainly discovered ne, although they nade
no return to ny shouting. But | could see four or five men running
in great haste up the stairs to the top of the island, who then
di sappeared. | happened rightly to conjecture, that these were sent
for orders to sone person in authority upon this occasion

The nunber of people increased, and in |less than half an hour the
i sland was noved and raised in such a nmanner, that the | owest
gall ery appeared in a parallel of less than a hundred yards di stance
fromthe height where | stood. | then put nyself into the nost
suppl i cating postures, and spoke in the hunbl est accent, but
recei ved no answer. Those who stood nearest over agai nst ne seened
to be persons of distinction, as | supposed by their habit. They
conferred earnestly with each other, |ooking often upon ne. At
I ength one of themcalled out in a clear, polite, snooth dialect,
not unlike in sound to the Italian; and therefore |I returned an answer
in that |anguage, hoping at |east that the cadence m ght be nore
agreeable to his ears. Although neither of us understood the other
yet my meani ng was easily known, for the people saw the distress | was
in.

They made signs for ne to cone down fromthe rock and go towards the
shore, which | accordingly did; and the flying island being raised
to a convenient height, the verge directly over me, a chain was |et
down fromthe lowest gallery, with a seat fastened to the bottom to
which | fixed nyself, and was drawn up by pull eys.

CHAPTER 1|

At ny alighting | was surrounded by a crowd of people, but those who
stood nearest seened to be of better quality. They beheld me with
all the marks and circunstances of wonder; neither indeed was | nuch
in their debt, having never till then seen a race of nortals so
singular in their shapes, habits, and countenances. Their heads were
all reclined either to the right or the left; one of their eyes turned
i nward, and the other directly up to the zenith. Their outward
garments were adorned with the figures of suns, noons, and stars,
i nterwoven with those of fiddles, flutes, harps, trunpets, guitars,
har psi chords, and many other instrunents of mnusic, unknown to us in
Europe. | observed here and there many in the habit of servants,
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with a blown bl adder fastened like a flail to the end of a short
stick, which they carried in their hands. In each bl adder was a
smal |l quantity of dried pease, or little pebbles (as |I was
afterwards informed). Wth these bl adders they now and then fl apped
t he nout hs and ears of those who stood near them of which practice
| could not then conceive the neaning; it seens the m nds of these
peopl e are so taken up with intense specul ations, that they neither
can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, w thout being
roused by sonme external taction upon the organs of speech and heari ng;
for which reason those persons who are able to afford it always keep a
flapper (the original is clinenole) in their famly, as one of their
donestics, nor ever wal k abroad or nmake visits without him And the
busi ness of this officer is, when two or nobre persons are in
conpany, gently to strike with his bladder the nouth of himwho is
to speak, and the right ear of himor themto whomthe speaker
addresses hinself. This flapper is |ikew se enployed diligently to
attend his master in his wal ks, and upon occasion to give hima soft
flap on his eyes, because he is always so wapped up in cogitation
that he is in mani fest danger of falling down every precipice, and
bounci ng his head agai nst every post, and in the streets, of
jostling others, or being jostled hinself into the kennel

It was necessary to give the reader this infornmation, wthout
whi ch he woul d be at the same loss with nme, to understand the
proceedi ngs of these people, as they conducted nme the stairs, to the
top of the island, and fromthere to the royal palace. Wiile we were
ascendi ng, they forgot several tinmes what they were about, and left
me to myself, till their menories were again roused by their
flappers; for they appeared altogether unnmoved by the sight of ny
foreign habit and countenance, and by the shouts of the vul gar,
whose t houghts and m nds were nore di sengaged.

At | ast we entered the pal ace, and proceeded into the chanmber of
presence, where | saw the King seated on his throne, attended on
each side by persons of prime quality. Before the throne was a |arge
table filled with gl obes and spheres, and nathenmatical instrunents
of all kinds. Hi s Mjesty took not the |least notice of us, although
our entrance was not wi thout sufficient noise, by the concourse of al
persons bel onging to the court. But he was then deep in a problem and
we attended at | east an hour, before he could solve it. There stood by
hi m on each side a young page, with flaps in their hands, and when
they saw he was at |eisure, one of themgently struck his nouth, and
the other his right ear; at which he started |i ke one awakened on
t he sudden, and | ooking towards nme and the conpany | was in,
recol |l ected the occasion of our coning, whereof he had been inforned
bef ore. He spoke sone words, whereupon i mediately a young man with
a flap came up to ny side, and flapped ne gently on the right ear; but
| made signs, as well as | could, that | had no occasion for such an
i nstrument; which, as | afterwards found, gave his Mjesty and the
whol e court a very nean opinion of my understandi ng. The King, as
far as | could conjecture, asked me several questions, and | addressed
nyself to himin all the | anguages | had. Wen it was found that |
coul d nei ther understand nor be understood, | was conducted by the
King's order to an apartnent in his palace (this prince being
di stingui shed above all his predecessors for his hospitality to
strangers), where two servants were appointed to attend ne. My
di nner was brought, and four persons of quality, whom | renmenbered
to have seen very near the King's person, did ne the honor to dine
with me. We had two courses of three dishes each. In the first
course there was a shoulder of mutton, cut into an equilatera
triangle, a piece of beef into a rhonboides, and a pudding into a
cycl oid. The second course was two ducks, trussed up into the form
of fiddles; sausages and puddi ngs resenbling flutes and haut boys,
and a breast of veal in the shape of a harp. The servants cut our
bread into cones, cylinders, parallelograns, and several other
mat hemati cal figures.

VWile we were at dinner, | made bold to ask the nanes of severa
things in their |anguage; and those noble persons, by the assistance
of their flappers, delighted to give ne answers, hoping to raise ny
admration of their great abilities, if |I could be brought to converse
with them | was soon able to call for bread and drink, or whatever
el se | wanted

After dinner nmy conmpany wi thdrew, and a person was sent to nme by the
King's order, attended by a flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and
paper, and three or four books, giving me to understand by signs, that
he was sent to teach ne the | anguage. W sat together four hours, in
which tine | wote down a great nunmber of words in colums, with the
transl ations over against them | |ikewi se nmade a shift to learn
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several short sentences. For my tutor would order one of my servants
to fetch sonmething, to turn about, to nake a bow, to sit, or stand, or
wal k, and the like. Then | took down the sentence in witing. He
showed nme al so in one of his books the figures of the sun, noon, and
stars, the zodiac, the tropics, and polar circles, together with the
denom nations of many figures of planes and solids. He gave ne the
nanes and descriptions of all the rnusical instruments, and the genera
terms of art in playing on each of them After he had left ne, |
placed all ny words with their interpretations in al phabetica

order. And thus in a few days, by the help of a very faithfu

menory, | got sone insight into their |anguage.

The word, which | interpret the Flying or Floating Island, is in the
original Laputa, whereof | could never learn the true etynol ogy. Lap
in the old obsol ete | anguage signifies high, and untuh, a governor
from whi ch they say by corruption was derived Laputa, from Lapuntuh
But | do not approve of this derivation, which seens to be a little
strained. | ventured to offer to the | earned anong them a conjecture
of my own, that Laputa was quasi |ap outed; lap signifying properly
t he danci ng of the sunbeans in the sea, and outed, a w ng, which
however | shall not obtrude, but submt to the judicious reader

Those to whom the King had entrusted ne, observing howill | was
clad, ordered a tailor to come next norning, and take ny neasure for a
suit of clothes. This operator did his office after a different nmanner
fromthose of his trade in Europe. He first took ny height by a
guadrant, and then with a rule and conpasses described the
di nensi ons and outlines of nmy whole body, all which he entered upon
paper, and in six days brought nmy clothes very ill nmade, and quite out
of shape, by happening to mstake a figure in the cal culation. But
nmy confort was, that | observed such accidents very frequent, and
little regarded.

During nmy confinement for want of clothes, and by an indisposition
that held me sone days |longer, | much enlarged ny dictionary; and when
| went next to court, was able to understand many things the King
spoke, and to return himsone kind of answers. His Majesty had given
orders that the island shoul d move northeast and by east, to the
vertical point over Lagado, the nmetropolis of the whol e ki ngdom
bel ow upon the firmearth. It was about ninety | eagues distant, and
our voyage |l asted four days and an half. | was not in the |east
sensi bl e of the progressive notion nmade in the air by the island. On
t he second norning about eleven o' clock, the King hinself in person
attended by his nobility, courtiers, and officers, having prepared al
their nusical instrunents, played on themfor three hours without
intermssion, so that | was quite stunned with the noise; neither
could | possibly guess the neaning, till my tutor infornmed ne. He said
that the people of their island had their ears adapted to hear the
nusi ¢ of the spheres, which always played at certain periods, and
the court was now prepared to bear their part in whatever instrunent
t hey nost excell ed.

In our journey towards Lagado, the capital city, his Majesty ordered
that the island should stop over certain towns and villages, from
whence he might receive the petitions of his subjects. And to this
pur pose several packthreads were et down with small weights at the
bottom On these packthreads the people strung their petitions,
whi ch nounted up directly like the scraps of paper fastened by
school boys at the end of the string that holds their kite.

Sometines we received wine and victuals from bel ow, which were drawn
up by pulleys.

The knowl edge | had in nathematics gave me great assistance in
acquiring their phraseol ogy, which depended much upon that science and
nusic; and in the latter | was not unskilled. Their ideas are
perpetual ly conversant in lines and figures. If they would, for
exanpl e, praise the beauty of a wonmnan, or any other aninal, they
describe it by rhonbs, circles, parallelograns, ellipses, and other
geonetrical terns, or by words of art drawn from nusic, needl ess
here to repeat. | observed in the King's kitchen all sorts of
mat hemati cal and musical instrunments, after the figures of which
they cut up the joints that were served to his Myjesty's table.

Their houses are very ill built, the walls bevel w thout one right
angle in any apartnent, and this defect arises fromthe contenpt
they bear to practical geonetry, which they despise as vul gar and
mechani ¢, those instructions they give being too refined for the
intellectuals of their worknen, which occasions perpetual m stakes.
And al t hough they are dexterous enough upon a piece of paper in the
managenent of the rule, the pencil, and the divider, yet in the conmon
actions and behavior of life, | have not seen a nore clunsy,
awkwar d, and unhandy people, nor so slow and perplexed in their
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conceptions upon all other subjects, except those of mathematics and
nusi c. They are very bad reasoners, and vehenently given to

opposi tion, unless when they happen to be of the right opinion

which is seldomtheir case. Inmmgination, fancy, and invention, they
are wholly strangers to, nor have any words in their |anguage by which
t hose ideas can be expressed; the whole conpass of their thoughts

and m nd being shut up within the two forenentioned sciences.

Most of them and especially those who deal in the astrononica
part, have great faith in judicial astrology, although they are
ashaned to own it publicly. But what | chiefly admred, and thought
al t oget her unaccount abl e, was the strong disposition | observed in
them towards news and politics, perpetually enquiring into public
affairs, giving their judgnents in matters of state, and
passionately disputing every inch of a party opinion. |I have indeed
observed the sane disposition among nost of the mathematici ans
have known in Europe, although | could never discover the |east
anal ogy between the two sciences; unless those peopl e suppose, that
because the snallest circle hath as nmany degrees as the |argest,
therefore the regul ati on and managenent of the world require no nore
abilities than the handling and turning of a globe. But | rather
take this quality to spring froma very conmon infirmty of human
nature, inclining us to be nore curious and conceited in matters where
we have | east concern, and for which we are | east adapted either by
study or nature.

These peopl e are under continual disquietudes, never enjoying a
m nute's peace of mind; and their disturbances proceed from causes
which very little affect the rest of nortals. Their apprehensions
arise fromseveral changes they dread in the celestial bodies. For
i nstance, that the earth, by the continual approaches of the sun
towards it, nust in course of time be absorbed or swall owed up. That
the face of the sun will by degrees be encrusted with its own
effluvia, and give no nore light to the world. That the earth very
narrowl y escaped a brush fromthe tail of the |last comet, which
woul d have infallibly reduced it to ashes; and that the next, which
they have calculated for thirty-one years hence, will probably destroy
us. For if inits perihelion it should approach within a certain
degree of the sun (as by their cal culations they have reason to dread)
it will conceive a degree of heat ten thousand tines nore intense than
that of red-hot glowing iron; and in its absence fromthe sun, carry a
blazing tail ten hundred thousand and fourteen mles |ong; through
which if the earth should pass at the distance of one hundred thousand
mles fromthe nucleus or main body of the conmet, it nust inits
passage be set on fire, and reduced to ashes. That the sun daily
spending its rays without any nutrinent to supply them wll at [|ast
be whol Iy consumed and anni hil ated; which nmust be attended with the
destruction of this earth, and of all the planets that receive their
l[ight fromit.

They are so perpetually alarned with the apprehensions of these
and the like inmpending dangers, that they can neither sleep quietly in
their beds, nor have any relish for the comon pleasures or anusenents
of life. When they nmeet an acquaintance in the norning, the first
guestion is about the sun's health, how he | ooked at his setting and
ri sing, and what hopes they have to avoid the stroke of the
approachi ng conet. This conversation they are apt to run into with the
same tenper that boys discover, in delighting to hear terrible stories
of sprites and hobgoblins, which they greedily listen to, and dare not
go to bed for fear.

The wonen of the island have abundance of vivacity: they contemn
t heir husbands, and are exceedingly fond of strangers, whereof there
is always a considerabl e nunber fromthe continent below, attending at
court, either upon affairs of the several towns and corporations, or
their own particular occasions, but are nuch despi sed, because they
want the sane endownents. Anong these the | adies choose their
gallants: but the vexation is, that they act with too nuch ease and
security, for the husband is always so rapt in specul ation, that the
nm stress and | over nay proceed to the greatest faniliarities before
his face, if he be but provided with paper and inplenents, and w thout
his flapper at his side.

The wi ves and daughters |anent their confinement to the island,
although | think it the nost delicious spot of ground in the world;
and al though they live here in the greatest plenty and magnificence,
and are allowed to do whatever they please, they long to see the
worl d, and take the diversions of the netropolis, which they are not
allowed to do without a particular license fromthe King; and this
is not easy to be obtained, because the people of quality have found
by frequent experience how hard it is to persuade their wonmen to
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return frombelow | was told that a great court |ady, who had severa
children, is narried to the prime mnister, the richest subject in the
ki ngdom a very graceful person, extrenely fond of her, and lives in
the finest palace of the island, went down to Lagado, on the
pretense of health, there hid herself for several nonths, till the
King sent a warrant to search for her, and she was found in an obscure
eat i nghouse all in rags, having pawned her clothes to naintain an
ol d defornmed footman, who beat her every day, and in whose conpany she
was taken rmuch against her will. And alt hough her husband received her
with all possible kindness, and w thout the | east reproach, she soon
after contrived to steal down again with all her jewels, to the sane
gallant, and has not been heard of since.

This may perhaps pass with the reader rather for an European or
English story, than for one of a country so renote. But he may
pl ease to consider, that the caprices of are not limted by any
climate or nation, and that they are nuch nmore uniformthan can be
easi |y i magi ned.

In about a nonth's tine | had nmade a tolerable proficiency in
their | anguage, and was able to answer nobst of the King' s questions,
when | had the honor to attend him His Majesty discovered not the
| east curiosity to inquire into the | aws, governnent, history,
religion, or manners of the countries where | had been, but confined
his questions to the state of mathematics, and received the account
| gave himwi th great contenpt and indifference, though often roused
by his flapper on each side.

CHAPTER 111

| desired leave of this prince to see the curiosities of the island,
whi ch he was graciously pleased to grant, and ordered ny tutor to
attend ne. | chiefly wanted to know to what cause in art or in
nature it owed its several notions, whereof | will now give a
phi | osophi cal account to the reader

The Flying or Floating Island is exactly circular, its dianeter 7837
yards, or about four nmiles and a half, and consequently contains ten
t housand acres. It is three hundred yards thick. The bottom or under
surface, which appears to those who view it frombelow, is one even
regul ar plate of adamant, shooting up to the height of about two
hundred yards. Above it lie the several minerals in their usual order
and over all is a coat of rich nold, ten or twelve feet deep. The
declivity of the upper surface, fromthe circunference to the
center, is the natural cause why all the dews and rains which fal
upon the island, are conveyed in snmall rivulets toward the mddle,
where they are enptied into four |arge basins, each of about half a
mle in circuit, and two hundred yards distant fromthe center. From
t hese basins the water is continually exhaled by the sun in the
dayti me, which effectually prevents their overflow ng. Besides, as
it isin the power of the nmonarch to raise the island above the region
of clouds and vapors, he can prevent the falling of dews and rains
whenever he pl eases. For the highest clouds cannot rise above two
mles, as naturalists agree, at |east they were never known to do so
in that country.

At the centre of the island there is a chasmabout fifty yards in
di ameter, from whence the astrononmers descend into a | arge dome, which
is therefore called Flandona Gagnole, or the Astrononer's Cave,
situated at the depth of a hundred yards beneath the upper surface
of the adanant. In this cave are twenty | anps continually burning,
which fromthe reflection of the adanmant cast a strong light into
every part. The place is stored with great variety of sextants,
guadrants, tel escopes, astrol abes, and other astronom cal instruments.
But the greatest curiosity, upon which the fate of the island depends,
is a | oadstone of a prodigious size, in shape resenbling a weaver's
shuttle. It is in length six yards, and in the thickest part at
| east three yards over. This magnet is sustained by a very strong axle
of adamant passing through its middle, upon which it plays, and is
poi sed so exactly that the weakest hand can turn it. It is hooped
round with a hollow cylinder of adamant, four feet deep, as nany
thick, and twelve yards in diameter, placed horizontally, and
supported by ei ght adamantine feet, each six yards high. In the niddle
of the concave side there is a groove twelve inches deep, in which the
extremties of the axle are | odged, and turned round as there is
occasi on.

The stone cannot be noved fromits place by any force, because the
hoop and its feet are one continued piece with that body of adanmant
whi ch constitutes the bottom of the island.

By nmeans of this | oadstone, the island is made to rise and fall, and
nove fromone place to another. For with respect to that part of the
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earth over which the nonarch presides, the stone is endued at one of
its sides with an attractive power, and at the other with a repul sive.
Upon pl acing the magnet erect with its attracting end towards the
earth, the island descends; but when the repelling extremty points
downwards, the island nmounts directly upwards. Wen the position of
the stone is oblique, the notion of the island is so too. For in
this magnet the forces always act in lines parallel to its direction
( SEE PLATE 4)

By this oblique notion the island is conveyed to different parts
of the nonarch's dom nions. To explain the nmanner of its progress, |et
AB represent a line drawn cross the dom nions of Balnibarbi, let the
line cd represent the | oadstone, of which let d be the repelling
end, and c the attracting end, the island being over C, let the
stone be placed in the position cd, with its repelling end
downwards; then the island will be driven upwards obliquely towards D
When it is arrived at D, let the stone be turned upon its axle, till
its attracting end points towards E, and then the island will be
carried obliquely towards E;, where if the stone be again turned upon
its axle till it stands in the position EF, with its repelling point
downwards, the island will rise obliquely towards F, where by
directing the attracting end towards G the island may be carried to
G and fromGto H by turning the stone, so as to nake its
repelling extremity point directly downwards. And thus by changing the
situation of the stone as often as there is occasion, the island is
made to rise and fall by turns in an oblique direction, and by those
alternate risings and fallings (the obliquity being not
consi derable) is conveyed fromone part of the domi nions to the other

But it rmust be observed that this island cannot nove beyond the
extent of the dom nions below, nor can it rise above the height of
four mles. For which the astrononers (who have written | arge
systens concerning the stone) assign the follow ng reason: that the
magneti c virtue does not extend beyond the distance of four Mles, and
that the mneral which acts upon the stone in the bowels of the earth,
and in the sea about six |eagues distant fromthe shore, is not
di ffused through the whol e globe, but termnated with the limts of
the King's dom nions; and it was easy fromthe great advantage of such
a superior situation, for a prince to bring under his obedience
what ever country lay within the attraction of that magnet.

VWen the stone is put parallel to the plane of the horizon, the
island stands still; for in that case the extrenmties of it being at
equal distance fromthe earth, act with equal force, the one in
drawi ng downwards, the other in pushing upwards, and consequently no
noti on can ensue.

This | oadstone is under the care of certain astrononers, who from
time to time give it such positions as the monarch directs. They spend
the greatest part of their lives in observing the celestial bodies,
whi ch they do by the assistance of glasses far excelling ours in
goodness. For although their |argest tel escopes do not exceed three
feet, they magnify rmuch nore than those of a hundred yards anong us,
and at the sane tine show the stars with greater clearness. This
advant age has enabled themto extend their discoveries much farther
than our astrononers in Europe; for they have nade a catal ogue of
ten thousand fixed stars, whereas the largest of ours do not contain
above one third part of that number. They have |ikew se discovered two
| esser stars, or satellites, which revolve about Mars, whereof the
i nnernpost is distant fromthe center of the primary planet exactly
three of his dianmeters, and the outernost five; the former revolves in
the space of ten hours, and the latter in twenty-one and a half; so
that the squares of their periodical tines are very near in the sane
proportion with the cubes of their distance fromthe center of Mars,
whi ch evidently shows themto be governed by the sanme |aw of
gravitation that influences the other heavenly bodies.

They have observed ninety-three different conets, and settled
their periods with great exactness. If this be true (and they affirm
it with great confidence), it is much to be wi shed that their
observati ons were nade public, whereby the theory of conets, which
at present is very |lane and defective, might be brought to the sane
perfection with other parts of astronony.

The King would be the nost absolute prince in the universe, if he
could but prevail on a mnistry to join with him but these having
their estates bel ow on the continent, and considering that the
office of a favorite has a very uncertain tenure, would never
consent to the enslaving their country.

If any town should engage in rebellion or mutiny, fall into
violent factions, or refuse to pay the usual tribute, the King has two
net hods of reducing themto obedience. The first and the nil dest
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course by keeping the island hovering over such a town, and the

| ands about it, whereby he can deprive them of the benefit of the

sun and the rain, and consequently afflict the inhabitants with dearth
and diseases. And if the crime deserve it, they are at the sane tine
pelted from above with great stones, against which they have no

def ense but by creeping into cellars or caves, while the roofs of
their houses are beaten to pieces. But if they still continue
obstinate, or offer to raise insurrections, he proceeds to the |ast
renmedy, by letting the island drop directly upon their heads, which
makes a universal destruction both of houses and nen. However, this is
an extremty to which the prince is seldomdriven, neither indeed is
he willing to put it in execution, nor dare his ministers advise him
to an action, which as it would render them odi ous to the people, so
it would be a great danage to their own estates, which lie all

bel ow, for the island is the King' s denesne.

But there is still indeed a nore wei ghty reason, why the kings of
this country have been al ways averse from executing so terrible an
action, unless upon the utnost necessity. For if the town intended
to be destroyed should have in it any tall rocks, as it generally
falls out in the larger cities, a situation probably chosen at first
with a viewto prevent such a catastrophe; or if it abound in high
spires, or pillars of stone, a sudden fall m ght endanger the bottom
or under surface of the island, which, although it consist, as
have said, of one entire adanmant two hundred yards thick, m ght happen
to crack by too great a shock, or burst by approaching too near the
fires fromthe houses below, as the backs both of iron and stone
will often do in our chimeys. OF all this the people are well
apprised, and understand how far to carry their obstinacy, where their
liberty or property is concerned. And the King, when he is highest
provoked, and nost determined to press a city to rubbish, orders the
island to descend with great gentleness, out of a pretense of
tenderness to his people, but indeed for fear of breaking the
adamantine bottom in which case it is the opinion of all their
phi | osophers that the | oadstone could no I onger hold it up, and the
whol e mass would fall to the ground.

About three years before ny arrival anong them while the King was
in his progress over his dom nions, there happened an extraordi nary
acci dent which had |like to have put a period to the fate of that
nmonarchy, at least as it is nowinstituted. Lindalino, the second city
in the kingdom was the first his Majesty visited in his progress.
Three days after his departure the inhabitants, who had often
conpl ai ned of great oppressions, shut the town gates, seized on the
governor, and with incredible speed and | abor erected four |arge
towers, one at every corner of the city (which is an exact square),
equal in height to a strong pointed rock that stands directly in the
center of the city. Upon the top of each tower, as well as upon the
rock, they fixed a great |oadstone, and in case their design should
fail, they had provided a vast quantity of the nobst conbustible
fuel, hoping to burst therewith the adananti ne bottom of the island,
if the | oadstone project should mscarry.

It was eight nonths before the King had perfect notice that the
Li ndal i nians were in rebellion. He then commanded that the island
shoul d be wafted over the city. The peopl e were unani nous, and had
laid in stores of provisions, and a great river runs through the
nm ddl e of the town. The King hovered over them several days to deprive
them of the sun and the rain. He ordered many packthreads to be |et
down, yet not a person offered to send up a petition, but instead
t hereof very bold denands, the redress of all their grievances,
great immunities, the choice of their own governor, and other |ike
exor bi tances. Upon which his Mjesty comanded all the inhabitants
of the island to cast great stones fromthe Iower gallery into the
town; but the citizens had provided against this nischief by conveying
their persons and effects into the four towers, and other strong
bui | di ngs, and vaul ts under ground.

The King being now determnined to reduce this proud people, ordered
that the island should descend gently within forty yards of the top of
the towers and rock. This was accordingly done; but the officers
enpl oyed in that work found the descent nuch speedi er than usual
and by turning the | oadstone could not without great difficulty keep
it inafirmposition, but found the island inclining to fall. They
sent the King inmediate intelligence of this astonishing event, and
begged his Majesty's pernmission to raise the island higher; the King
consented, a general council was called, and the officers of the
| oadstone ordered to attend. One of the ol dest and npbst expert anong
them obtained | eave to try an experinment. He took a strong line of a
hundred yards, and the island being raised over the town above the
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attracting power they had felt, he fastened a piece of adamant to
the end of his line, which had in it a mixture of iron mneral, of the
same nature with that whereof the bottomor |ower surface of the
island is conposed, and fromthe lower gallery let it down slowy
towards the top of the towers. The adamant was not descended four
yards, before the officer felt it drawn so strongly downward that he
could hardly pull it back. He then threw down several small pieces
of adamant, and observed that they were all violently attracted by the
top of the tower. The sanme experiment was nade on the other three
towers, and on the rock with the sanme effect.

This incident broke entirely the King's neasures, and (to dwell no
| onger on other circunstances) he was forced to give the town their
own conditions.

| was assured by a great mnister that if the island had descended
so near the town as not to be able to raise itself, the citizens
were deternmined to fix it for ever, to kill the King and all his
servants, and entirely change the government.

By a fundanental |aw of this realm neither the king, nor either
of his two elder sons, are permitted to | eave the island; nor the

qgueen, till she is past child-bearing.
CHAPTER |V
Al t hough | cannot say that | was ill treated in this island, yet |

nust confess | thought nyself too nmuch negl ected, not wi thout sone
degree of contenpt. For neither prince nor people appeared to be
curious in any part of know edge, except mathematics and nusic,
wherein | was far their inferior, and upon that account very little

regar ded.
On the other side, after having seen all the curiosities of the
island, | was very desirous to |leave it, being heartily weary of those

peopl e. They were indeed excellent in two sciences for which | have
great esteem and wherein | am not unversed; but at the sanme tine so
abstracted and involved in speculation, that | never net with such

di sagreeabl e conpani ons. | conversed only with wonen, tradesnen,

fl appers, and court pages, during two nonths of ny abode there, by
which at last | rendered nyself extrenely contenptible; yet these were
the only people fromwhom | could ever receive a reasonabl e answer.

| had obtained by hard study a good degree of know edge in their
| anguage; | was weary of being confined to an island where
received so little countenance, and resolved to leave it with the
first opportunity.

There was a great lord at court, nearly related to the King, and for
that reason al one used with respect. He was universally reckoned the
nost ignorant and stupid person anong them He had perforned nmany
em nent services for the crown, had great natural and acquired
parts, adorned with integrity and honor, but so ill an ear for
musi ¢, that his detractors reported he had been often known to beat
time in the wong place; neither could his tutors w thout extrene
difficulty teach himto denonstrate the nbst easy proposition in the
mat hematics. He was pleased to show nme nmany marks of favor, often
did ne the honor of a visit, desired to be inforned in the affairs
of Europe, the laws and custons, the nmanners and | earning of the
several countries where | had traveled. He listened to me with great
attention, and nade very w se observations on all | spoke. He had
two flappers attending himfor state, but never made use of them
except at court, and in visits of cerenony, and woul d al ways conmand
themto w thdraw when we were al one toget her

| entreated this illustrious person to intercede in ny behalf with
his Mpajesty for |eave to depart, which he accordingly did, as he was
pleased to tell ne, with regret: for indeed he had nade ne severa
of fers very advant ageous, which however | refused with expressions
of the hi ghest acknow edgmrent.

On the 16th day of February | took | eave of his Mjesty and the
court. The King made ne a present to the val ue of about two hundred
pounds English, and ny protector his kinsman as much nore, together
with a letter of recormendation to a friend of his in Lagado, the
nmetropolis. The island being then hovering over a nountain about two
mles fromit, | was let down fromthe |owest gallery, in the sane
manner as | had been taken up

The continent, as far as it is subject to the nonarch of the
Flying Island, passes under the general nanme of Bal ni barbi, and the

netropolis, as | said before, is called Lagado. | felt sone little
satisfaction in finding nmyself on firmground. | walked to the city
wi t hout any concern, being clad |like one of the natives, and

sufficiently instructed to converse with them | soon found out the

person's house to whom | was ended, presented ny letter fromhis
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friend the grandee in the island, and was received with nuch ki ndness.
This great |ord, whose nanme was Munodi, ordered ne an apartnent in his
own house, where | continued during ny stay, and was entertained in

a nost hospitabl e manner

The next norning after ny arrival, he took me in his chariot to
see the town, which is about half the size of London, but the houses
very strangely built, and nost of themout of repair. The people in
the streets wal ked fast, |ooked wild, their eyes fixed, and were
generally in rags. W passed through one of the town gates, and went
about three mles into the country, where | saw nany | aborers
working with several sorts of tools in the ground, but was not able to
conj ecture what they were about; neither did | observe any expectation
either of corn or grass, although the soil appeared to be excellent.
could not forbear admiring at these odd appearances both in town and
country, and | nmade bold to desire ny conductor, that he would be
pl eased to explain to nme what could be neant by so many busy heads,
hands, and faces, both in the streets and the fields, because |I did
not di scover any good effects they produced; but on the contrary, |
never knew a soil so unhappily cultivated, houses so ill contrived and
so rui nous, or a peopl e whose countenances and habit expressed so nmuch
m sery and want.

This Lord Munodi was a person of the first rank, and had been sone
years Governor of Lagado, but by a cabal of mnisters was di scharged
for insufficiency. However, the King treated himw th tenderness, as a
wel | - meani ng man, but of a | ow contenptibl e understandi ng.

When | gave that free censure of the country and its inhabitants, he
made no further answer than by telling me that | had not been | ong
enough anmong themto forma judgnent, and that the different nations
of the world had different custons, with other conmon topics to the
same purpose. But when we returned to his palace, he asked ne how
liked the building, what absurdities | observed, and what quarrel |
had with the dress or |ooks of his donestics. This he m ght safely do,
because every thing about himwas magnificent, regular, and polite.
| answered that his Excellency's prudence, quality, and fortune, had
exenpted him fromthose defects which folly and beggary had produced
in others. He said if | would go with himto his country house,
about twenty niles distant, where his estate lay, there would be
nore |eisure for this kind of conversation. | told his Excellency that
I was entirely at his disposal, and accordingly we set out next
nor ni ng.

During our journey he nmade ne observe the several nethods used by
farmers in managing their [ands, which to ne were wholly
unaccount abl e; for except in some very few places | could not discover
one ear of corn or blade of grass. But in three hours' traveling the
scene was wholly altered; we cane into a nost beautiful country;
farmers' houses at snmll distances, neatly built; the fields enclosed,
cont ai ni ng vi neyards, corn grounds, and neadows. Neither do | renmenber
to have seen a nore delightful prospect. H's Excellency observed ny
countenance to clear up; he told me with a sigh that there his

estate began, and would continue the sane till we should cone to his
house. That his countrynen ridicul ed and despi sed himfor managi ng his
affairs no better, and for setting so ill an exanple to the ki ngdom

whi ch however was followed by very few, such as were old, and willful,
and weak |ike hinself.
We canme at length to the house, which was indeed a noble
structure, built according to the best rules of ancient
architecture. The fountains, gardens, wal ks, avenues, and groves

were all disposed with exact judgnent and taste. | gave due praises to
every thing | saw, whereof his Excellency took not the |east notice
till after supper, when, there being no third conpanion, he told nme

with a very nelancholy air that he doubted he rust thrown down his
houses in town and country, to rebuild themafter the present node,
destroy all his plantations, and cast others into such a form as
nodern usage required, and give the sane directions to all his
tenants, unless he would submit to incur the censure of pride,
singularity, affectation, ignorance, caprice, and perhaps increase his
Maj esty' s di spl easure.

That the admiration | appeared to be under woul d cease or dininish
when he had inforned nme of some particulars, which probably | never
heard of at court, the people there being too nuch taken up in their
own specul ations, to have regard to what passed here bel ow

The sum of his discourse was to this effect. That about forty
years ago certain persons went up to Laputa, either upon business or
di version, and after five nonths continuance cane back with a very
little smattering in mathematics, but full of volatile spirits
acquired in that airy region. That these persons upon their return
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began to dislike the managenent of every thing below, and fell into
schenes of putting all arts, sciences, |anguages, and nmechani cs upon a
new foot. To this end they procured a royal patent for erecting an
Acadeny of Projectors in Lagado; and the hunor prevailed so strongly
among the people, that there is not a town of any consequence in the
ki ngdom wi t hout such an acadeny. In these colleges the professors
contrive new rul es and nethods of agriculture and building, and new
instruments and tools for all trades and nanufactures, whereby, as

t hey undertake, one nman shall do the work of ten; a palace may be
built in a week, of materials so durable as to last forever w thout
repairing. All the fruits of the earth shall come to maturity at

what ever season we think fit to choose, and increase a hundred fold
nore than they do at present, wth innunerabl e other happy

proposal s. The only inconvenience is, that none of these projects

are yet brought to perfection, and in the neantine, the whole

country lies niserably waste, the houses in ruins, and the people

wi thout food or clothes. By all which, instead of being di scouraged,
they are fifty tines nore violently bent upon prosecuting their
schenes, driven equally on by hope and despair; that as for hinself,
bei ng not of an enterprising spirit, he was content to go on in the
old forns, to live in the houses his ancestors had built, and act as
they did in every part of life without innovation. That sone few other
persons of quality and gentry had done the same, but were | ooked on
with an eye of contenpt and ill-will, as enemes to art, ignorant, and
ill commonweal th's-nen, preferring their own ease and sloth before the
general inprovenent of their country.

Hi s Lordship added that he would not by any further particul ars
prevent the pleasure | should certainly take in view ng the grand
Acadeny, whither he was resolved | should go. He only desired ne to
observe a ruined building upon the side of a nountain about three
mles distant, of which he gave ne this account. That he had a very
convenient mll within half a mle of his house, turned by a current
froma large river, and sufficient for his own fanmily as well as a
great nunmber of his tenants. That about seven years ago a cl ub of
those projectors came to himw th proposals to destroy this mll,
and build another on the side of that nountain, on the |long ridge
whereof a long canal nust be cut for a repository of water, to be
conveyed up by pipes and engines to supply the mll; because the
wi nd and air upon a height agitated the water, and thereby made it
fitter for notion; and because the water descending down a declivity
would turn the mill with half the current of a river whose course is
nore upon a level. He said, that being then not very well with the
court, and pressed by many of his friends, he conplied with the
proposal ; and after enploying an hundred nen for two years, the work
m scarried, the projectors went off, laying the blame entirely. upon
him railing at himever since, and putting others upon the sane
experiment, with equal assurance of success, as well as equa
di sappoi nt nent .

In a few days we cane back to town, and his Excellency,
consi dering the bad character he had in the Acadeny, would not go wth
me hinself, but recommended me to a friend of his to bear me conpany
thither. My lord was pleased to represent ne as a great admirer of
projects, and a person of much curiosity and easy belief; which indeed
was not without truth, for |I had nyself been a sort of projector in ny
younger days.

CHAPTER V

This Acadeny is not an entire single building, but a continuation of
several houses on both sides of a street, which growi ng waste was
purchased and applied to that use.

| was received very kindly by the Warden, and went for nany days
to the Acadeny. Every roomhas in it one or nore projectors, and
believe | could not be in fewer than five hundred roons.

The first man | saw was of a nmeager aspect, with sooty hands and
face, his hair and beard |l ong, ragged and singed in several places.
H's clothes, shirt, and skin were all of the sane color. He had been
ei ght years upon a project for extracting sunbeans out of cucunbers,
which were to be put into vials hernetically sealed, and let out to
warmthe air in raw inclenent sutmers. He told ne he did not doubt
in eight years nmore he should be able to supply the Governor's gardens
wi th sunshine at a reasonable rate; but he conpl ained that his stock
was | ow, and entreated ne to give himsonething as an encouragenent to
i ngenuity, especially since this had been a very dear season for
cucunbers. | nade hima snall present, for ny lord had furni shed ne
wi th money on purpose, because he knew their practice of begging
fromall who go to see them
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| went into another chamber, but was ready to hasten back, being
al nost overcone with a horrible stink. My conductor pressed ne
forward, conjuring me in a whisper to give no offense, which would
be highly resented, and therefore | dare not so nuch as stop ny
nose. The projector of this cell was the npbst ancient student of the
Acadeny; his face and beard were of a pale yellow, his hands and
cl ot hes daubed over with filth. Wen | was presented to him he gave
nme a cl ose enbrace (a conplinent | could well have excused). His
enpl oynent fromhis first coming into the Acadeny, was an operation to
reduce hunman excrenent to its original food, by separating the severa
parts, renmoving the tincture which it receives fromthe gall, making
t he odor exhale, and off the saliva. He had a weekly allowance from
the society, of a vessel filled with human ordure about the size of
a Bristol barrel

| saw another at work to calcine ice into gunpowder, who |ikew se
showed ne a treatise he had witten concerning the nalleability of
fire, which he intended to publish

There was a npbst ingenious architect who had contrived a new
nmet hod for buil ding houses, by beginning at the roof, and working
downwards to the foundation, which he justified to ne by the like
practice of those two prudent insects, the bee and the spider.

There was a nman born blind, who had several apprentices in his own
condition; their enployment was to nix colors for painters, which
their master taught themto distinguish by feeling and snelling. It
was i ndeed ny misfortune to find themat that time not very perfect in
their | essons, and the professor hinself happened to be generally
m staken; this artist is much encouraged and esteened by the whole
fraternity.

In anot her apartment | was highly pleased with a projector, who
had found a device of ploughing the ground with hogs, to save the
charges of plows, cattle, and | abor. The method in this: in an acre of
ground you bury, at six inches distance and eight deep, a quantity
of acorns, dates, chestnuts, and other mast or vegetabl es wher eof
these aninmals are fondest; then you drive six hundred or nore of
theminto the field, where in a few days they will root up the whole
ground in search of their food, and neke it fit for sowi ng, at the
same time manuring it with their dung. It is true, upon experinent
they found the charge and trouble very great, and they had little or
no crop. However, it is not doubted that this invention may be capabl e
of great inprovenent.

| went into another room where the walls and ceiling were al
hung round wi th cobwebs, except a narrow passage for the artist to
go in and out. At ny entrance he called aloud to me not to disturb his
webs. He lanented the fatal nistake the world had been so |ong in of
using silk wornms, while we had such plenty of domestic insects, who
infinitely excelled the forner, because they understood how to weave
as well as spin. And he proposed farther that by enpl oying spiders the
charge of dyeing silks should be wholly saved, whereof | was fully
convi nced when he showed ne a vast nunber of flies nost beautifully
colored, wherewith he fed his spiders, assuring us that the webs would
take a tincture fromthem and as he had them of all hues, he hoped to
fit everybody's fancy, as soon as he could find proper food for the
flies, of certain guns, oils, and other glutinous natter to give a
strength and consi stence to the threads.

There was an astrononer who had undertaken to place a sundial upon
t he great weathercock on the townhouse, by adjusting the annual and
di urnal motions of the earth and sun, so as to answer and coi nci de
with all accidental turnings by the w nd.

| was conplaining of a small fit of the colic, upon which ny
conductor led nme into a room where a great physician resided, who was
famous for curing that di sease by contrary operations fromthe same
instrument. He had a large pair of bellows with a |ong sl ender
muzzl e of ivory. This he conveyed ei ght inches up the anus, and
drawing in the wind, he affirned he could make the guts as lank as a
dried bl adder. But when the disease was nore stubborn and viol ent,
he let in the muzzle Wiile the bellows were full of w nd, which he
di scharged into the body of the patient, then w thdrew the
instrument to replenish it, clapping his thunb strongly agai nst the
orifice of the fundament; and this being repeated three or four tines,
t he adventitious wi nd would rush out, bringing the noxious al ong
with it (like water put into a punp), and the patient recover. | saw
himtry both experinents upon a dog, but could not discern any
effect fromthe former. After the latter, the animal was ready to
burst, and nade so violent a discharge, as was very offensive to ne
and ny conpani ons. The dog died on the spot, and we left the doctor
endeavoring to recover himby the sane operation
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| visited many ot her apartments, but shall not trouble ny reader
with all the curiosities | observed, being studious of brevity.

| had hitherto seen only one side of the Acadeny, the other being
appropriated to the advancers of specul ative |earning, of which
shal | say sonething when |I have mentioned one illustrious person nore,
who is called anong themthe universal artist. He told us he had
been thirty years enploying his thoughts for the inprovement of
human life. He had two large roons full of wonderful curiosities,
and fifty nen at work. Some were condensing air into a dry tangible
subst ance, by extracting the nitre, and letting the aqueous or fluid
particles percolate; others softening narbles for pillows and
pi n-cushions; others petrifying the hoofs of a living horse to
preserve them from foundering. The artist hinmself was at that tinme
busy upon two great designs; the first, to sowland with chaff,
wherein he affirmed the true semnal virtue to be contained, as he
denonstrated by several experinments which | was not skillful enough to
conprehend. The other was, by a certain conposition of guns, mnerals,
and vegetabl es outwardly applied, to prevent the growh of wool upon
two young | anbs; and he hoped in a reasonable tine to propagate the
breed of naked sheep all over the ki ngdom

We crossed a walk to the other part of the Acadeny, where, as | have
al ready said, the projectors in speculative |earning resided

The first professor | saw was in a very large room with forty
pupils about him After salutation, observing ne to | ook earnestly
upon a franme, which took up the greatest part of both the | ength and
breadth of the room he said perhaps | might wonder to see him
enpl oyed in a project for inproving specul ative know edge by practica
and nechani cal operations. But the world would soon be sensible of its
useful ness, and he flattered hinself that a nore noble exalted thought
never sprang in any other man's head. Everyone knew how | abori ous
the usual method is of attaining to arts and sci ences; whereas by
his contrivance the nost ignorant person at a reasonabl e charge, and
with a little bodily labor, may wite books in philosophy, poetry,
politics, law, mathematics, and theol ogy, w thout the | east assistance
fromgenius or study. He then led ne to the frane, about the sides
whereof all his pupils stood in ranks. It was twenty feet square,
placed in the nmddle of the room The superficies was conmposed of
several bits of wood, about the bigness of a die, but sone l|arger than
others. They were all linked together by slender wires. These bits
of wood were covered on every square with paper pasted on them and on
t hese papers were witten all the words of their |anguage, in their
several noods, tenses, and decl ensions, but wi thout any order. The
prof essor then desired nme to observe, for he was going to set his
engine at work. The pupils at his command took each of them hold of an
i ron handl e, whereof there were forty fixed round the edges of the
frame, and giving thema sudden turn, the whol e disposition of the
words was entirely changed. He then commanded thirty-six of the | ads
to read the several lines softly as they appeared upon the franeg;
and where they found three or four words together that mnight nmake part
of a sentence, they dictated to the four renaining boys who were
scribes. This work was repeated three or four tines, and at every turn
t he engi ne was so contrived that the words shifted i nto new pl aces, as
the square bits of wood noved upsi de down.

Si x hours a day the young students were enployed in this | abor
and the professor showed nme several volunes in large folio already
col l ected, of broken sentences, which he intended to piece together
and out of those rich materials to give the world a conpl ete body of
all arts and sciences; which however might be still inmproved, and nuch
expedited, if the public would raise a fund for naking and enpl oyi ng
five hundred such frames in Lagado, and oblige the nanagers to
contribute in comon their several collections.

(SEE PLATE 5)

He assured ne, that this invention had enployed all his thoughts
fromhis youth, that he had enptied the whol e vocabulary into his
frame, and made the strictest conmputation of the general proportion
there is in books between the nunbers of particles, nouns, and
verbs, and other parts of speech.

| made ny hunbl est acknow edgenent to this illustrious person for
his great comunicativeness, and pronised if ever | had the good
fortune to return to nmy native country, that | would do himjustice
as the sole inventor of this wonderful machine; the form and
contrivance of which | desired | eave to delineate upon paper, as in
the figure here annexed. | told him although it were the custom of
our learned in Europe to steal inventions fromeach other, who had
thereby at least this advantage, that it becane a controversy which
was the right owner, yet | would take such caution, that he should
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have the honor entire without a rival

We next went to the school of |anguages, where three professors
sat in consultation upon inproving that of their own country.

The first project was to shorten discourse by cutting
pol ysyll ables into one, and | eaving out verbs and participles, because
inreality all things inmaginable are but nouns.

The ot her project was a schene for entirely abolishing all words
what soever; and this was urged as a great advantage in point of health
as well as brevity. For it is plain that every word we speak is in
sone degree a dimnution of our lungs by corrosion, and consequently
contributes to the shortening of our lives. An expedient was therefore
of fered, that since words are only nanes for things, it would be
nore convenient for all nen to carry about them such things as were
necessary to express the particul ar business they are to di scourse on
And this invention would certainly have taken place, to the great ease
as well as health of the subject, if the wonen, in conjunction wth
the vulgar and illiterate, had not threatened to raise a rebellion
unl ess they might be allowed the liberty to speak with their
tongues, after the manner of their ancestors; such constant
irreconcilable enemies to science are the comon peopl e. However, nany
of the nost |earned and wi se adhere to the new schene of expressing
t hensel ves by things, which has only this inconveni ence attending
it, that if a man's busi ness be very great, and of various kinds, he
nmust be obliged in proportion to carry a greater bundle of things upon
hi s back, unless he can afford one or two strong servants to attend
him | have often beheld two of those sages al nost sinking under the
wei ght of their packs, |ike pedlars anmong us; who, when they net in
the streets, would lay down their |oads, open their sacks, and hold
conversation for an hour together; then put up their inplenments,
hel p each other to resune their burdens, and take their |eave.

But for short conversations a nman nmay carry inplenents in his
pockets and under his arns, enough to supply him and in his house
he cannot be at a loss. Therefore the room where conpany neet who
practise this art, is full of all things ready at hand, requisite to
furnish matter for this kind of artificial converse

Anot her great advantage proposed by this invention was that it would
serve as a universal |anguage to be understood in all civilized
nati ons, whose goods and utensils are generally of the sane kind, or
nearly resenbling, so that their uses night easily be conprehended.
And t hus anbassadors would be qualified to treat with foreign
princes or ninisters of state, to whose tongues they were utter
strangers.

| was at the mathematical school, where the nmaster taught his pupils
after a nmethod scarce inmaginable to us in Europe. The proposition
and denonstration were fairly witten on a thin wafer, with ink
conposed of a cephalic tincture. This the student was to swal | ow
upon a fasting stomach, and for three days follow ng eat nothing but
bread and water. As the wafer digested, the tincture nounted to his
brai n, bearing the proposition along with it. But the success has
not hitherto been answerable, partly by sone error in the quantum or
conposition, and partly by the perverseness of |lads, to whomthis
bolus is so nauseous, that they generally steal aside, and discharge
it upwards before it can operate; neither have they been yet persuaded
to use so |l ong an abstinence as the prescription required.

CHAPTER VI

In the school of political projectors | was but ill entertained, the
prof essors appearing in ny judgnment wholly out of their senses,
which is a scene that never fails to nmake me nel ancholy. These unhappy
peopl e were proposi ng schenmes for persuadi ng nonarchs to choose
favorites upon the score of their wi sdom capacity, and virtue; of
teaching mnisters to consult the public good; of rewarding nerit,
great abilities, em nent services; of instructing princes to know
their true interest by placing it on the same foundation with that
of their people; of choosing for enploynments persons qualified to
exercise them with many other wild inpossible chineras, that never
entered before into the heart of man to conceive, and confirmed in
ne the old observation, that there is nothing so extravagant and
i rrational which sone phil osophers have not maintained for truth.

But however | shall so far do justice to this part of the Acadeny,
as to acknow edge that all of themwere not so visionary. There was
a nost ingeni ous doctor who seened to be perfectly versed in the whole
nature and system of governnent. This illustrious person had very
usefully enployed his studies in finding out effectual renedies for
all diseases and corruptions, to which the several kinds of public
adm nistration are subject by the vices or infirmties of those who
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govern, as well as by the licentiousness of those who are to obey. For
i nstance, whereas all witers and reasoners have agreed, that there is
a strict universal resenblance between the natural and the politica
body; can there be anything nore evident, than that the health of both
nmust be preserved, and the cured by the same prescriptions? It is

al l owed that senates and great councils are often troubled with
redundant, ebullient, and other peccant hunors, with many di seases

of the head, and nore of the heart; with strong convul sions, with
grievous contractions of the nerves and sinews in both hands, but
especially the right; with spleen, flatus, vertigos, and deliriuns;
with scrofulous tunors full of fetid purulent matter; with sour frothy
ructations, with cani ne appetites and crudeness of digestion

besi des nmany ot hers needl ess to nention. This doctor therefore
proposed, that upon the neeting of a senate, certain physicians should
attend at the three first days of their sitting, and at the cl ose of
each day's debate, feel the pul ses of every senator; after which
havi ng maturely consi dered, and consulted upon the nature of the
several nml adi es, and the nethods of cure, they should on the fourth
day return to the senate house, attended by their apothecaries

stored with proper nedicines; and before the nenbers sat, administer
to each of themlenitives, aperitives, abstersives, corrosives,
restringents, palliatives, |axatives, cephalalgics, icterics,

apophl egmati cs, acoustics, as their several cases required; and
according as these nedicines should operate, repeat, alter, or omt
them at the next neeting.

This project could not be of any great expense to the public, and
woul d, in my poor opinion, be of nuch use for the dispatch of business
in those countries where senates have any share in the |egislative
power; beget unanimty, shorten debates, open a few nouths which are
now cl osed, and cl ose nmany nore which are now open; curb the petul ancy
of the young, and correct the positiveness of the old; rouse the
stupid, and danp the pert.

Agai n, because it is a general conplaint, that the favorites of
princes are troubled with short and weak nenories, the sane doctor
proposed, that whoever attended a first mnister, after having told
his business with the utnost brevity and in the plainest words, should
at his departure give the said mnister a tweak by the nose, or a kick
inthe belly, or tread on his corns, or lug himthrice by both ears,
or pin into his breech, or pinch his armblack and blue, to prevent
forgetful ness; and at every | evee day repeat the same operation
till the business were done or absolutely refused.

He |ikew se directed, that every senator in the great council of a
nati on, after he had delivered his opinion, and argued in the
defense of it, should be obliged to give his vote directly contrary;
because if that were done, the result would infallibly term nate in
t he good of the public.

When parties in a state are violent, he offered a wonderfu
contrivance to reconcile them The nethod is this. You take a
hundred | eaders of each party, you dispose theminto couples of such
whose heads are nearest of a size; then let two nice operators saw off
t he occi put of each couple at the sane time, in such a manner that the
brain may be equally divided. Let the occiputs thus cut off be
i nterchanged, applying each to the head of his opposite party-nman
It seens indeed to be a work that requires sonme exactness, but the
prof essor assured us that if it were dexterously performed the cure
woul d be infallible. For he argued thus; that the two half brains
being left to debate the matter between thensel ves within the space of
one skull, would soon cone to a good understandi ng, and produce that
noderation, as well as regularity of thinking, so nmuch to be w shed
for in the heads of those who inmagine they cone into the world only to
wat ch and govern its notion: and as to the difference of brains in
quantity or quality anong those who are directors in faction, the
doctor assured us fromhis own know edge that it was a perfect trifle.

| heard a very warm debate between two professors, about the nost
commodi ous and effectual ways and nmeans of raising noney wi thout
grieving the subject. The first affirned the nost just nethod woul d be
to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly, and the sumfixed upon
every man to be rated after the fairest manner by a jury of his
nei ghbors. The second was of an opinion directly contrary, to tax
those qualities of body and mind for which nmen chiefly val ue
t henmsel ves, the rate to be nore or |less according to the degrees of
excel ling, the decision whereof should be left entirely to their own
breast. The hi ghest tax was upon nen who are the greatest favorites of
t he other sex, and the assessnents according to the nunber and natures
of the favors they have received; for which they are allowed to be
their own vouchers. Wt, valor, and politeness were |likew se
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proposed to be largely taxed, and collected in the same manner, by
every person's giving his owm word for the quantum of what he
possessed. But as to honor, justice, wisdom and |earning, they should
not be taxed at all, because they are qualifications of so singular

a kind, that no man will either allow themin his neighbor, or value
themin hinself.

The wonen were proposed to be taxed according to their beauty and
skill in dressing, wherein they had the sane privilege with the nen
to be determned by their own judgnent. But constancy, chastity,
good sense, and good nature were not rated, because they woul d not
bear the charge of collecting.

To keep senators in the interest of the crown, it was proposed
that the nenbers should raffle for enploynments, every man first taking
an oath, and giving security that he would vote for the court, whether
he won or not; after which the losers had in their turn the liberty of
rai sing upon the next vacancy. Thus hope and expectation woul d be kept
alive, none would conplain of broken pronises, but inmpute their
di sappoi ntnents wholly to fortune, whose shoul ders are broader and
stronger than those of a ministry.

Anot her professor showed ne a | arge paper of instructions for
di scovering plots and conspiraci es agai nst the governnent. He
advi sed great statesnmen to examne into the diet of all suspected
persons; their times of eating; upon which side they lay in bed;
wi th which hand they wi ped their posteriors; to take a strict view
of their excrements, and, fromthe color, the odor, the taste, the
consi stence, the crudeness of maturity of digestion, forma judgnent
of their thoughts and designs. Because nen are never sSo serious,

t houghtful, and intent, as when they are at stool, which he found by
frequent experinent; for in such conjunctures, when he used nerely

as a trial to consider which was the best way of nurdering the king,
his ordure would have a tincture of green, but quite different when he
t hought only of raising an insurrection or burning the nmetropolis.

The whol e di scourse was witten with great acuteness, containing
many observations both curious and useful for politicians, but as
concei ved not altogether conmplete. This | ventured to tell the author
and offered if he pleased to supply himw th sone additions. He
received my proposition with nmore conpliance than is usual anong
witers, especially those of the projecting species, professing he
woul d be glad to receive further information.

| told himthat in the kingdomof Tribnia, by the natives called
Langden, where | had sojourned sone tine in ny travels, the bul k of
t he people consist in a manner wholly of discoverers, wtnesses,

i nforners, accusers, prosecutors, evidences, swearers, together wth
their several subservient and subaltern instruments, all under the
colors and conduct of nministers of state and their deputies. The plots
in that kingdom are usually the worknmanshi p of those persons who
desire to raise their own characters of profound politicians, to
restore new vigor to a crazy administration, to stifle or divert
general discontents, to fill their pockets with forfeitures, and raise
or sink the opinion of public credit, as either shall best answer
their private advantage. It is first agreed and settled anmpong t hem
what suspected persons shall be accused of a plot; then, effectua

care is taken to secure all their letters and papers, and put the
crimnals in chains. These papers are delivered to a set of artists,
very dexterous in finding out the mysterious meani ngs of words,

syl lables, and letters. For instance, they can discover a

cl ose-stool to signify a privy council; a flock of geese, a senate;

a lane dog, an invader; a codshead, a ---; the plague, a standing
arny; a buzzard, a prinme nminister; the gout, a high priest; a

gi bbet, a secretary of state; a chanber-pot, a committee of

grandees; a sieve, a court lady; a broom a revolution; a nmousetrap

an enploynment; a bottonmless pit, the treasury; a sink, the court; a
cap-and bells, a favorite; a broken reed, a court of justice; an enpty
tun, a general; a running sore, the admnistration

When this nmethod fails, they have two others nore effectual, which
the | earned anong themcall acrostics and anagrans. First they can
deci pher all initial letters into political meanings. Thus, N shal
signify a plot; B. a reginment of horse; L. a fleet at sea; or secondly
by transposing the letters of the al phabet in any suspected paper,

t hey can di scover the deepest designs of a discontented party. So

for exanple if | should say in a letter to a friend, Qur brother Tom
has just got the piles, a skillful decipherer would di scover that

the sane letters which conpose that sentence may be anal yzed into

the followi ng words: Resist -- a plot is brought home -- the tour. And
this is the anagrammati c net hod.

The professor made ne great acknow edgnents for conmuni cating
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t hese observations, and proni sed to make honorable nention of ne in
his treatise
| saw nothing in this country that could invite me to a | onger
conti nuance, and began to think of returning hone to Engl and.
CHAPTER VI |

The continent of which this kingdomis a part extends itself, as
have reason to believe, eastward to that unknown tract of Anerica,
westward to California, and north to the Pacific Ccean, which is not
above a hundred and fifty mles fromLagado, where there is a good
port and rmuch conmerce with the great island of Luggnagg, situated
to the northwest about 29 degrees north | atitude, and 140 | ongitude.
The island of Luggnagg stands sout heastward of Japan, about a
hundred | eagues distant. There is a strict alliance between the
Japanese Enmperor and the King of Luggnagg, which affords frequent
opportunities of sailing fromone island to the other. | deternined
therefore to direct ny course this way, in order to nmy return to
Europe. | hired two nules with a guide to show ne the way, and carry
ny small baggage. | took | eave of ny noble protector, who had shown ne
so nmuch favor and nmade ne a generous present at my departure.

My journey was w thout any accident or adventure worth rel ating.
When | arrived at the port of Ml donada (for so it is called) there
was no ship in the harbor bound for Luggnagg, nor likely to be in sone
time. The town is about as large as Portsmouth. | soon fell into
some acquai ntance, and was very hospitably received. A gentlenman of
distinction said to ne that since the ships bound for Luggnagg coul d
not be ready in less than a month, it night be no di sagreeabl e
anmusenent for nme to take a trip to the little island of
@ ubbdubdri b, about five |eagues off to the southwest. He offered
hinself and a friend to acconpany ne, and that | should be provided
with a small conveni ent barque for the voyage.

A ubbdubdri b, as nearly as | can interpret the word, signifies the
I sland of Sorcerers or Magicians. It is about one-third as |arge as
the Isle of Wght, and extrenely fruitful; it is governed by the
head of a certain tribe, who are all magicians. This tribe marries
only anong each other, and the eldest in succession is Prince or
Governor. He has a noble pal ace, and a park of about three thousand
acres, surrounded by a wall of hewn stone twenty feet high. In this
park are several small enclosures for cattle, corn, and gardening.

The Governor and his famly are served and attended by donmestics
of a kind somewhat unusual. By his skill in necromancy, he has a power
of calling whom he pleases fromthe dead, and commandi ng their service
for twenty-four hours, but no longer; nor can he call the same persons
up again in less than three nonths, except upon very extraordi nary
occasi ons.

Wien we arrived at the island, which was about eleven in the
nmor ni ng, one of the gentlemen who acconpanied ne, went to the
CGovernor, and desired adnittance for a stranger, who cane on purpose
to have the honor of attending on his Hi ghness. This was inmmrediately
granted, and we all three entered the gate of the pal ace between two
rows of guards, armed and dressed after a very antic manner, and
sonething in their countenances that nade ny flesh creep a horror |
cannot express. W passed through several apartnents, between servants
of the same sort, ranked on each side as before, till we cane to the
chanmber of presence, where after three profound obei sances, and a
few general questions, we were pernmitted to sit on three stools near
the I owest step of his Highness's throne. He understood the | anguage
of Bal nibarbi, although it were different fromthat of his island.

He desired ne to give himsome account of nmy travels; and to let ne
see that | should be treated w thout cerenmony, he disnissed all his
attendants with a turn of his finger, at which to ny great

ast oni shment they vanished in an instant, like visions in a dream
when we awake on a sudden. | could not recover nyself in some tine,
till the Governor assured nme that | should receive no hurt; and
observing ny two comnpani ons to be under no concern, who had been often
entertained in the sane nanner, | began to take courage, and rel ated
to his Highness a short history of my several adventures, yet not

wi t hout sone hesitation, and frequently | ooking behind ne to the place
where | had seen those donestic specters. | had the honor to dine with
t he Governor, where a new set of ghosts served up the neat, and waited
at table. | now observed nyself to be less terrified than | had been
in the norning. | stayed till sunset, but hunbly desired his

Hi ghness to excuse ne for not accepting his invitation of |odging in
the palace. My two friends and | lay at a private house in the town
adjoining, which is the capital of this little island; and the next
norning we returned to pay our duty to the Governor, as he was pl eased

http://ww. Edi t PadPro. com Page 75 of

117



Printed with the trial version of EditPad Pro 04/ 08/ 2012

to command us.
After this manner we continued in the island for ten days, nost part

of every day with the Governor, and at night in our |odging. | soon
grew so faniliarized to the sight of spirits, that the third or fourth
time they gave ne no enotion at all; or if | had any apprehensions

left, my curiosity prevailed over them For his Hi ghness the

CGovernor ordered me to call up whatever persons | would choose to
nane, and in whatever nunbers anong all the dead fromthe beginning of
the world to the present time, and command themto answer any
guestions | should think fit to ask; with this condition, that ny
guestions nust be confined within the conpass of the tinmes they

lived in. And one thing |I mght depend upon, that they would certainly
tell me truth, for lying was a talent of no use in the | ower world.

I made ny hunbl e acknow edgnents to his H ghness for so great a
favor. W& were in a chanber fromwhence there was a fair prospect into
the park. And because ny first inclination was to be entertained
with scenes of ponp and magnificence, | desired to see Al exander the
Great, at the head of his army just after the battle of Arbela
whi ch upon a notion of the Governor's finger imediately appeared in a
large field under the wi ndow where we stood. Al exander was called up
into the room it was with great difficulty that | understood his
Greek, and had but little of ny owmn. He assured ne upon his honor that
he was not poi soned, but died of a fever by excessive drinking.

Next | saw Hanni bal passing the Al ps, who told ne he had not a
drop of vinegar in his canp.

| saw Caesar and Ponpey at the head of their troops, just ready to
engage. | saw the forner in his last great triunph. | desired that the
senate of Rone night appear before nme in one |arge chanber, and an
assenbly of somewhat a latter age in counterview in another. The first
seened to be an assenbly of heroes and dem gods; the other a knot of
pedl ars, pickpockets, highway-nen, and bullies.

The Governor at ny request gave the sign for Caesar and Brutus to
advance towards us. | was struck with a profound veneration at the
sight of Brutus, and could easily discover the nost consunmate virtue,
the greatest intrepidity and firmess of mind, the truest |ove of
his country, and general benevol ence for nankind in every |ineanent of
hi s countenance. | observed with nmuch pleasure that these two
persons were in good intelligence with each other, and Caesar freely
confessed to ne that the greatest actions of his own |life were not
equal by many degrees to the glory of taking it away. | had the
honor to have much conversation with Brutus; and was told, that his
ancestor Junius, Socrates, Epam nondas, Cato the younger, Sir Thonas
More, and hinsel f were perpetually together: a sextunvirate to which
all the ages of the world cannot add a seventh.

It would be tedious to trouble the reader with rel ati ng what vast
nunbers of illustrious persons were called up, to gratify that
insatiable desire | had to see the world in every period of
antiquity placed before ne. | chiefly fed ny eyes with behol ding the
destroyers of tyrants and usurpers, and the restorers of liberty to
oppressed and injured nations. But it is inmpossible to express the
satisfaction | received in my own nind, after such a nanner as to make
it a suitable entertainment to the reader

CHAPTER VI |

Having a desire to see those ancients who were nost renowned for wit
and learning, | set apart one day on purpose. | proposed that Honer
and Aristotle might appear at the head of all their conmentators;
but these were so nunerous that sone hundreds were forced to attend in
the court and outward rooms of the palace. | knew and coul d
di stingui sh those two heroes at first sight, not only fromthe crowd
but from each other. Hormer was the taller and conelier person of the
two, wal ked very erect for one of his age, and his eyes were the
nost quick and piercing | ever beheld. Aristotle stooped nuch, and
made use of a staff. Hi s visage was neager, his hair |lank and thin,
and his voice hollow | soon discovered that both of were perfect
strangers to the rest of the conpany, and had never seen or heard of
them before. And | had a whi sper froma ghost, who shall be
nanel ess, that these commentators al ways kept in the nost distant
quarters fromtheir principals in the I ower world, through a
consci ousness of shanme and guilt, because they had so horribly
nm srepresented the neani ng of those authors to posterity. | introduced
Di dymus and Eustathius to Honer, and prevailed on himto treat them
better than perhaps they deserved; for he soon found they wanted a
genius to enter into the spirit of a poet. But Aristotle was out of
all patience with the account | gave himof Scotus and Ranus, as
presented themto him and he asked them whet her the rest of the tribe
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were as great dunces as thensel ves.

| then desired the Governor to call up Descartes and Gassendi
with whom | prevailed to explain their systens to Aristotle. This
great phil osopher freely acknow edged his own m stakes in natura
phi | osophy, because he proceeded in many things upon conjecture, as
all men nust do; and he found, that Gassendi, who had made the
doctrine of Epicurus as pal atable as he could, and the vortices of
Descartes, were equally exploded. He predicted the sane fate to
attraction, whereof the present |earned are such zeal ous asserters. He
sai d that new systens of nature were but new fashions, which would
vary in every age; and even those who pretend to denonstrate them from
mat hemati cal principles, would flourish but a short period of tineg,
and be out of vogue when that was determ ned.

| spent five days in conversing with nmany others of the ancient

| earned. | saw nost of the first Ronan enperors. | prevailed on the
CGovernor to call up Eliogabalus's cooks to dress us a dinner, but they
could not show us nuch of their skill, for want of materials. A

hel ot of Agesilaus nade us a dish of Spartan broth, but | was not able
to get down a second spoonful

The two gentl enmen who conducted nme to the island were pressed by
their private affairs to return in three days, which I enployed in
seei ng sone of the nodern dead, who had nade the greatest figure for
two or three hundred years past in our own and ot her countries of
Eur ope; and having been always a great adnmirer of old illustrious
famlies, | desired the Governor call up a dozen or two of kings
with their ancestors in order for eight or nine generations. But ny
di sappoi nt nent was grevi ous and unexpected. For instead of a |ong

train with royal diadens, | sawin one famly two fiddlers, three
spruce courtiers, and an Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an
abbot, and two cardinals. | have too great a veneration for crowned
heads to dwell any longer on so nice a subject. But as to counts,

mar quesses, dukes, earls, and the like, | was not so scrupul ous. And

confess it was not w thout sone pleasure that | found nyself able to
trace the particular features, by which certain fanilies are

di stingui shed, up to their originals. | could plainly discover from
whence one famly derives a long chin, why a second has abounded

wi th knaves for two generations, and fools for two nore; why a third
happened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be sharpers. Wence it
cane what Polydore Virgil says of a certain great house, Nec vir
fortis, nec fem na casta. How cruelty, falsehood, and cowardi ce grew
to be characteristics by which certain famlies are distinguished as
much as by their coat of arns. Wio first brought the pox into a
nobl e house, which has lineally descended in scroful ous tunors to
their posterity. Neither could | wonder at all this, when |I saw such
an interruption of |ineages by pages, |ackeys, valets, coachnen
ganesters, captains and pi ckpockets.

I was chiefly disgusted with nodern history. For having strictly
exam ned all the persons of greatest name in the courts of princes for
a hundred years past, | found how the world had been m sl ed by
prostitute witers, to ascribe the greatest exploits in war to
cowards, the wi sest counsel to fools, sincerity to flatterers, Roman
virtue to betrayers of their country, piety to atheists, chastity to
sodonites, informers. How many innocent and excellent persons had been
condemmed to death or bani shment, by the practising of great mnisters
upon the corruption of judges, and the malice of factions. How many
villains had been exalted to the hi ghest places of trust, power,
dignity, and profit: how great a share in the notions and events of
courts, councils, and senates m ght be chall enged by bawds, whores,
pi nps, parasites, and buffoons. How | ow an opinion |I had of human
wi sdom and integrity, when | was truly inforned of the springs and
notives of great enterprises and revolutions in the world, and of
the contenptible accidents to which they owed their success.

Here | discovered the roguery and ignorance of those who pretend
to wite anecdotes, or secret history, who send so many kings to their
graves with a cup of poison; will repeat the di scourse between a
prince and chief mnister, where no witness was by; unlock the
t hought s and cabi nets of anbassadors and secretaries of state, and
have the perpetual nisfortune to be m staken. Here | discovered the
secret causes of many great events that have surprised the world,

how a whore can govern the backstairs, the backstairs a council, and
the council a senate. A general confessed in ny presence, that he
got a victory purely by the force of cowardice and ill conduct; and an

admral, that for want of proper intelligence, he beat the eneny to
whom he intended to betray the fleet. Three kings protested to ne,

that in their whole reigns they never did once prefer any person of
nerit, unless by mstake or treachery of sone mnister in whomthey
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confided; neither would they do it if they were to |ive again; and
they showed with great strength of reason that the royal throne
coul d not be supported without corruption, because that positive,
confident, restive tenper, which virtue infused into man, was a
perpetual clog to public business.

| had the curiosity to enquire in a particular nanner, by what
nmet hod great nunbers had procured to thenselves high titles of
honor, and prodi gi ous estates; and | confined ny inquiry to a very
nodern period; however, w thout grating upon present tinmes, because
I would be sure to give no offense even to foreigners (for | hope
the reader need not be told that | do not in the least intend my own
country in what | say upon this occasion), a great number of persons
concerned were called up, and upon a very slight exani nation
di scovered such a scene of infamy, that | cannot reflect upon it
wi t hout some seriousness. Perjury, oppression, subornation, fraud,
panderism and the like infirmties, were anongst the nost excusabl e
arts they had to nmention, and for these | gave, as it was
reasonabl e, great allowance. But when sone confessed they owed their
greatness and wealth to sodony or incest, others to the prostituting
of their own wi ves and daughters; others to the betraying of their
country or their prince; some to poisoning, nore to the perverting
of justice in order to destroy the innocent; | hope | nay be
pardoned if these discoveries inclined nme little to abate of that
profound veneration which | amnaturally apt to pay to persons of high
rank, who ought to be treated with the utnost respect due to their
sublinme dignity, by us their inferiors.

| had often read of sone great services done to princes and
states, and desired to see the persons by whomthose services were
performed. Upon inquiry | was told that their names were to be found
on no record, except a few of them whom history has represented as the
vilest rogues and traitors. As to the rest, | had never once heard
of them They all appeared with dejected | ooks, and in the neanest
habit, nmost of themtelling me they died in poverty and disgrace,
and the rest on a scaffold or a gibbet.

Among the rest there was one person whose case appeared a little
singular. He had a youth about eighteen years old standing by his
side. He told ne he had for nmany years been commander of a ship, and
in the sea fight of Actium had the good fortune to break through the
eneny's great line of battle, sink three of their capital ships, and
take a fourth, which was the sole cause of Antony's flight, and of the
victory that ensued; that the youth standing by him his only son, was
killed in action. He added that upon the confidence of sone nerit, the
war being at an end, he went to Ronme, and solicited at the court of
Augustus to be preferred to a greater ship, whose comander had been
killed; but without any regard to his pretensions, it was given to a
yout h who had never seen the sea, the son of Libertine, who waited
on one of the enperor's nistresses. Returning back to his own
vessel, he was charged with neglect of duty, and the ship given to a
favorite page of Publicola, the vice-admral; whereupon he retired
to a poor farmat a great distance from Rone, and there ended his
l[ife. 1 was so curious to know the truth of this story, that | desired
Agrippa mght be called, who was admiral in that fight. He appeared,
and confirned the whol e account, but with much nore advantage to the
captai n, whose nodesty had extenuated or concealed a great part of his
nerit.

| was surprised to find corruption grown so high and so quick in
that enpire, by the force of luxury so lately introduced, which nade
ne | ess wonder at many parallel cases in other countries, where
vices of all kinds have reigned so rmuch | onger, and where the whol e
prai se as well as pillage has been engrossed by the chief conmander
who perhaps had the least title to either

As every person called up nade exactly the same appearance he had
done in the world, it gave ne melancholy reflections to observe how
much the race of hunman ki nd was degenerate anobng us, wthin these
hundred years past. How the pox under all its consequences and
denom nations had altered every |ineanent of an English countenance,
shortened the size of bodies, unbraced the nerves, rel axed the
sinews and nuscles, introduced a sallow conpl exion, and rendered the
flesh | oose and ranci d.

| descended so | ow as to desire that sone English yeonen of the
old stanp night be sunmoned to appear, once so famous for the
sinmplicity of their nmanners, diet and dress, for justice in their
dealings, for their true spirit of liberty, for their valor and | ove
of their country. Neither could | be wholly unnoved after conparing
the living with the dead, when | considered how all these pure
native virtues were prostituted for a piece of noney by their
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grandchildren, who in selling their votes, and managi ng at
el ections, have acquired every vice and corruption that can possibly
be learned in a court.

CHAPTER 1| X

The day of our departure being cone, | took |eave of his H ghness
t he Governor of @ ubbdubdrib, and returned with ny two companions to
Mal donada, where after a fortnight's waiting, a ship was ready to sai
for Luggnagg. The two gentlenen, and sone others, were so generous and
kind as to furnish ne with provisions, and see ne on board. | was a
month in this voyage. We had one violent stormand were under a
necessity of steering westward to get into the tradew nd, which
hol ds for above sixty | eagues. On the 21st of April, 1709, we sail ed
into the river of dunegnig, which is a seaport town, at the southeast
poi nt of Luggnagg. W cast anchor within a | eague of the town, and
nmade a signal for a pilot. Two of themcane on board in |less than half
an hour, by whom we were gui ded between certain shoals and rocks,
whi ch are very dangerous in the passage, to a |large basin, where fleet
may ride in safety within a cable's length of the town wall.

Sone of our sailors, whether out of treachery or inadvertence, had
inforned the pilots that | was a stranger and a travel er, wher eof
t hese gave notice to a custom house officer, by whom| was exani ned
very strictly upon ny |landing. This officer spoke to ne in the
| anguage of Bal ni barbi, which by the force of nuch conmerce is
general |y understood in that town, especially by seamen, and those
enpl oyed in the custons. | gave hima short account of sone
particul ars, and made ny story as plausible and consistent as
could; but | thought it necessary to disguise nmy country, and cal
nysel f an Hol | ander, because ny intentions were for Japan, and | knew
the Dutch were the only Europeans pernitted to enter into that
ki ngdom | therefore told the officer, that having been shi pwecked
on the coast of Balnibarbi, and cast on a rock, | was received up
into Laputa, or the Flying Island (of which he had often heard), and
was now endeavoring to get to Japan, fromwhence | nmight find a
conveni ence of returning to my own country. The officer said | nust

be confined till he could receive orders fromcourt, for which he
would wite i mediately, and hoped to receive an answer in a
fortnight. | was carried to a convenient |lodging, with a sentry

pl aced at the door; however | had the liberty of a |arge garden, and
was treated with humanity enough, being nmaintained all the tine at
the King's charge. | was visited by several persons, chiefly out of
curiosity, because it was reported that | canme fromcountries very
renote of which they had never heard.
| hired a young man who canme in the same ship to be an
interpreter; he was a native of Luggnagg, but had lived some years
at Mal donada, and was a perfect naster of both |anguages. By his
assistance | was able to hold a conversation with those who cane to
visit ne; but this consisted only of their questions, and ny answers.
The di spatch cane fromcourt about the time we expected. It
contained a warrant for conducting nme and ny retinue to Tral dragdubb
or Trildrogdrib, for it is pronounced both ways as near as | can
remenber, by a party of ten horse. Al ny retinue was that poor |ad
for an interpreter, whom| persuaded into ny service, and at ny hunble
request, we had each of us a mule to ride on. A nessenger was
di spatched half a day's journey before us, to give the King notice
of my approach, and to desire that his Mjesty woul d pl ease appoi nt
a day and hour, when it would be his gracious pleasure that | night
have the honor to lick the dust before his footstool. This is the
court style, and | found it to be nore than matter of form For upon
ny adm ttance two days after ny arrival, | was conmanded to crawl on
nmy belly, and lick the floor as |I advanced; but on account of ny being
a stranger, care was taken to have it nade so clean that the dust
was not offensive. However, this was a peculiar grace, not allowed
to any but persons of the highest rank, when they desire an
adnmi ttance. Nay, sometines the floor is strewn with dust on purpose,
when the person to be admitted happens to have powerful enem es at
court. And | have seen a great lord with his nouth so cramred, that
when he had crept to the proper distance fromthe throne, he was not
able to speak a word. Neither is there any remedy, because it is
capital for those who receive an audience to spit or wi pe their nouths
in his Majesty's presence. There is indeed another custom which I
cannot al toget her approve of. Wen the king has a mind to put any of
his nobles to death in a gentle indul gent manner, he conmands to
have the floor strewn with a certain brown powder, of a deadly
conposition, which being licked up infallibly kills himin twenty-four
hours. But in justice to this prince's great clenency, and the care he
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has of his subject's lives (wherein it were nuch to be w shed that the
nonarchs of Europe would imitate hin), it nust be nentioned for his
honor, that strict orders are given to have the infected parts of

the floor well after every such execution; which if his donestics

negl ect, they are in danger of incurring his royal displeasure.

nysel f heard himgive directions, that one of his pages should be

whi pped, whose turn it was to give notice about washing the fl oor
after an execution, but maliciously had onmtted it; by which neglect a
young lord of great hopes coning to an audi ence, was unfortunately

poi soned, although the King at that tine had not design against his
life. But this good prince was so gracious as to forgive the poor page
hi s whi ppi ng, upon pronise that he would do so no nore, w thout

speci al orders.

To return fromthis digression; when | had crept within four yards
of the throne, | raised nyself gently upon ny knees, and then striking
ny forehead seven tines on the ground, | pronounced the follow ng
words, as they had been taught nme the night before, Ickpling
gl of ft hrobb squut serunm bl hi op m ashnalt zwi n tnodbal kguffh
sl hi ophad gurdl ubh asht. This is the conplinment established by the
laws of the land for all persons adnmitted to the King's presence. It
may be rendered into English thus: My your Celestial Mjesty
outlive the sun, eleven noons and a half. To this the King returned
some answer, which although I could not understand, yet | replied as
had been directed: Fluft drin yalerick dwil dom prastrad m rpush, which
properly signifies, My tongue is in the mouth of ny friend, and by
this expression was neant that | desired |leave to bring ny
i nterpreter; whereupon the young nman al ready nentioned was accordi ngly
i ntroduced, by whose intervention | answered as many questions as
his Majesty could put in over an hour. | spoke in the Bal ni barbian
tongue, and ny interpreter delivered ny neaning in that of Luggnagg.

The King was much delighted with nmy conpany, and ordered his
Bliffmarklub or H gh Chanberlain, to appoint a lodging in the court
for me and ny interpreter, with a daily allowance for nmy table, and
a large purse of gold for ny combpn expenses.

| stayed three months in this country out of perfect obedi ence to
his Majesty, who was pleased highly to favor nme, and nade ne very
honorabl e offers. But | thought it nore consistent with prudence and
justice to pass the renainder of ny days with ny wife and famly.

CHAPTER X

The Luggnaggi ans are a polite and generous people, and although they
are not wthout sone share of that pride which is peculiar to al
Eastern countries, yet they show t hensel ves courteous to strangers,
especially such who are countenanced by the court. | had many
acquai ntance anong persons of the best fashion, and being al ways
attended by ny interpreter, the conversati on we had was not
di sagr eeabl e.

One day in nmuch good conpany | was asked by a person of quality,
whet her | had seen any of their Struldbrugs, or Imortals. | said
had not, and desired he would explain to ne what he neant by such an
appel l ation applied to a nortal creature. He told ne, that
sonetines, though very rarely, a child happened to be born in a famly
with a red circular spot in the forehead, directly over the |eft
eyebrow, which was an infallible mark that it should never die. The
spot, as he described it, was about the conpass of a silver
t hreepence, but in the course of tine grew larger, and changed its
color; for at twelve years old it became green, so continued til
twenty-five, then turned to a deep blue; at forty-five it grew coa
bl ack, and as | arge as an English shilling, but never admitted any
further alteration. He said these births were so rare, that he did not
bel i eve there coul d be above el even hundred strul dbrugs of both
sexes in the whol e ki ngdom of which he conputed about fifty in the
nmetropolis, and among the rest a young girl born about three years
ago. That these productions were not peculiar to any famly, but a
nere effect of chance; and the children of the strul dbrugs
t hensel ves were equally nortal with the rest of the people.

| freely own nyself to have been struck with inexpressible delight
upon hearing this account, and the person who gave it ne happening
to understand the Bal ni barbi an | anguage, which | spoke very well, |
coul d not forbear breaking out into expressions perhaps a little too
extravagant. | cried out as in a rapture: Happy nation where every
child hath at |east a chance for being immortal! Happy people who
enjoy so many living exanples of ancient virtue, and have masters
ready to instruct themin the wisdomof all former ages! but, happiest
beyond all conparison are those excellent strul dbrugs, who being
born exenpt fromthat universal calamty of human nature, have their
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m nds free and di sengaged, wi thout the weight and depression of
spirits caused by the continual apprehension of death. | discovered ny
adnmiration that | had not observed any of these illustrious persons at
court; the black spot on the forehead being so remarkable a

di stinction, that |I could not have easily overlooked and it was

i npossi ble that his Majesty, a nost judicious prince, should not
provide hinself with a good nunber of such wi se and abl e counsel ors.
Yet perhaps the virtue of those reverend sages was too strict for

the corrupt and libertine manners of a court. And we often find by
experience that young nen are too opinionative and volatile to be

gui ded by the sober dictates of their seniors. However, since the King
was pleased to allow ne access to his royal person, | was resol ved
upon the very first occasion to deliver ny opinion to himon this
matter freely and at large, by the help of ny interpreter; and whet her
he woul d pl ease to take ny advice or not, yet in one thing | was
determ ned, that his Mjesty having frequently offered nme an
establishment in this country, | would with great thankful ness

accept the favor, and pass nmy life here in the conversation of those
superior beings the strul dbrugs, if they would please to adnit ne.

The gentleman to whom | addressed ny di scourse, because (as | have
al ready observed) he spoke the | anguage of Bal nibarbi, said to nme with
a sort of a smle, which usually arises frompity to the ignorant,
that he was glad of any occasion to keep me anpbng them and desired ny
perm ssion to explain to the conpany what | had spoke. He did so,
and they tal ked together for sone tinme in their own |anguage,
wher eof | understood not a syllable, neither could | observe by
t heir count enances what inpression ny discourse had made on them
After a short silence, the sane person told ne that his friends and
m ne (so he thought fit to express hinmself) were very nuch pl eased
with the judicious remarks | had nade on the great happi ness and
advantages of inmmortal life; and they were desirous to knowin a
particul ar nmanner, what schenme of living | should have formed to
nyself, if it had fallen to my lot to have been born a strul dbrug.

| answered, it was easy to be el oquent on so copious and
delightful a subject, especially to nme who have been often apt to
amuse nyself with visions of what | should do if |I were a king, a
general, or a great lord; and upon this very case | had frequently run
over the whole system how | should enploy nyself and pass the tine
if I were sure to live for ever.

That if it had been ny good fortune to conme into the world a
strul dbrug, as soon as | could discover ny own happi ness by
understandi ng the difference between life and death, | would first
resol ve by an arts and net hods what soever to procure nyself riches. In
the pursuit of which by thrift and nmanagenent, | night reasonably
expect, in about two hundred years to be the wealthiest man in the
ki ngdom |In the second place, | would fromny earliest youth apply
nyself to the study of arts and sciences, by which I should arrive
intine to excell all others in learning. Lastly, | would carefully
record every action and event of consequence that happened in the
public, inpartially draw the characters of the several successions
of princes and great ninisters of state, with nmy own observations on

every point. | would exactly set down the several changes in
custons, | anguage, fashions of dress, diet and diversions. By al
whi ch acquirenments, | should be a living treasury of know edge and

wi sdom and certainly beconme the oracle of the nation

I would never marry after threescore, but live in an hospitable
manner, yet still on the saving side. | would entertain nyself in
forming and directing the ninds of hopeful young nen, by convincing
them from my own renenbrance, experience and observation, fortified by
nunerous exanpl es, of the useful ness of virtue in public and private
life. But ny choice and constant conpani ons should be a set of ny
own i mortal brotherhood, anong whom | would elect a dozen fromthe
nost ancient down to ny own contenporaries. Wiere any of these
want ed fortunes, | would provide themw th conveni ent | odges round
nmy own estate, and have some of them always at my table, only mingling
a few of the nobst val uabl e anong you nortals, whomlength of tinme
woul d harden me to lose with little or no reluctance, and treat your
posterity after the sanme manner; just as a man diverts hinself wth
t he annual succession of pinks and tulips in his garden, w thout
regretting the | oss of those which withered the preceding year

These strul dbrugs and | would nutually comuni cate our
observations and nmenorials through the course of tine, remark the
several gradations by which corruption steals into the world, and
oppose it in every step, by giving perpetual warning and instruction
to manki nd; which, added to the strong influence of our own exanple,
woul d probably prevent that continual degeneracy of human nature so
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justly conplained of in all ages.

Add to all this the pleasure of seeing the various revol utions of
states and enpires, the changes in the | ower and upper world,
ancient cities in ruins, and obscure villages becone the seats of
ki ngs. Fanous rivers | essening into shallow brooks, the ocean
| eavi ng one coast dry, and overwhel mi ng another; the discovery of nmany
countries yet unknown. Barbarity over-running the politest nations,
and the nost barbarous becone civilized. | should then see the
di scovery of the longitude, the perpetual notion, the universa
nedi ci ne, and many other great inventions brought to the utnost
perfection.

What wonderful discoveries should we nake in astronony, by outliving
and confirm ng our own predictions, by observing the progress and
returns of conets, with the changes of notion in the sun, noon, and
stars.

| enl arged upon many other topics, which the natural desire of
endl ess |life and subl unary happi ness could easily furnish me with.
When | had ended, and the sum of ny discourse had been interpreted
as before, to the rest of the conpany, there was a good deal of talk
among themthe | anguage of the country, not w thout sone |aughter at
nmy expense. At |ast the same gentleman who had been ny interpreter
said he was desired by the rest to set ne right in a few m stakes,
which | had fallen into through the comon inbecility of human nature,
and upon that all owance was | ess answerable for them That this
breed of strul dbrugs was peculiar to their country, for there were
no such people either in Balnibarbi or Japan, where he had the honor
to be anbassador from his Mjesty, and found the natives in both those
ki ngdons very hard to believe that the fact was possible; and it
appeared from my astoni shnment when he first mentioned the matter to
nme, that | received it as a thing wholly new, and scarcely to be
credited. That in the two ki ngdons above mentioned, where during his
resi dence he had conversed very nuch, he observed long life to be
t he universal desire and wi sh of mankind. That whoever had one foot in
the grave was sure to hold back the other as strongly as he coul d.

That the ol dest had still hopes of living one day |onger, and | ooked
on death as the greatest evil, fromwhich nature always pronpted him
to retreat; only in this island of Luggnagg the appetite for living
was not so eager, fromthe continual exanple of the strul dbrugs before
their eyes.

That the systemof living contrived by ne was unreasonabl e and
unj ust, because it supposed a perpetuity of youth, health, and
vi gor, which no man could be so foolish to hope, however extravagant
he may be in his wi shes. That the question therefore was not whether a
man woul d choose to be always in the prine of youth, attended with

prosperity and health, but how he woul d pass a perpetual |ife under
all the usual disadvantages which old age brings along with it. For
al t hough few nen will avow their desires of being inmortal upon such

hard conditions, yet in the two ki ngdons before nmentioned of
Bal ni barbi and Japan, he observed that every man desired to put off
death for sone tinme longer, let it approach ever so |late; and he

rarely heard of any man who died willingly, except he were incited
by the extremity of grief or torture. And he appealed to ne whether in
those countries | had traveled as well as ny own, | had not observed

t he sane general disposition

After this preface he gave me a particul ar account of the
strul dbrugs anong them He said they comonly acted like nortals, till
about thirty years old, after which by degrees they grew mel ancholy
and dejected, increasing in both till they cane to fourscore. This
he I earned fromtheir own confession; for otherw se there not being
above two or three of that species born in an age, they were too few
to forma general observation by. Wen they canme to fourscore years,
which is reckoned the extremity of living in this country, they had
not only all the follies and infirmties of other old nen, but many
nore which arose fromthe dreadful prospect of never dying. They
were not only opinionative, peevish, covetous, norose, vain,
tal kative, but uncapable of friendship, and dead to all natura
af fection, which never descended bel ow their grandchildren. Envy and
i npotent desires are their prevailing passions. But those objects
agai nst which their envy principally directed, are the vices of the
younger sort, and the deaths of the old. By reflecting on the
former, they find thenmselves cut off fromall possibility of pleasure;
and whenever they see a funeral, they | anent and repine that others
have gone to a harbor of rest, to which they thensel ves never can hope
to arrive. They have no renenbrance of anything but what they
| earned and observed in their youth and m ddl e age, and even that is
very inperfect. And for the truth or particulars of any fact, it is

http://ww. Edi t PadPro. com Page 82 of 117



Printed with the trial version of EditPad Pro 04/ 08/ 2012

safer to depend on comon traditions than upon their best
recol |l ections. The | east m serable anong them appear to be those who
turn to dotage, and entirely |l ose their nmenories; these neet with nore
pity and assi stance, because they want nmany bad qualities which abound
i n ot hers.

If a struldbrug happen to marry one of his own kind, the marriage
is dissolved of course by the courtesy of the kingdom as soon as
t he younger of the two cones to be fourscore. For the law thinks it
a reasonabl e i ndul gence, that those who are condemmed wi t hout any
fault of their own to a perpetual continuance in the world, should not
have their nisery doubled by the | oad of a wife.

As soon as they have conpleted the termof eighty years, they are
| ooked on as dead in law, their heirs imredi ately succeed to their
estates, only a small pittance is reserved for their support, and
t he poor ones are mmintained at the public charge. After that period
they are held incapabl e of any enpl oynent of trust or profit, they
cannot purchase | ands or take | eases, neither are they allowed to be
Wi tnesses in any cause, either civil or crimnal, not even for the
deci sion of meers and bounds.

At ninety they lose their teeth and hair, they have at that age no
di stinction of taste, but eat and drink whatever they can get, w thout
relish or appetite. The di seases they were subject to still continue
wi t hout increasing or dimnishing. In talking they forget the conmon
appel I ati on of things, and the nanes of persons, even of those who are
their nearest friends and relations. For the same reason they never
can anuse thenselves with readi ng, because their nmenory will not serve
to carry themfromthe begi nning of a sentence to the end; and by this
defect they are deprived of the only entertai nnent whereof they
nm ght ot herwi se be capabl e.

The | anguage of this country being always upon the flux, the
strul dbrugs of one age do not understand those of another, neither are
they able after two hundred years to hold any conversation (farther
than by a few general words) with their neighbors the nortals; and
thus they lie under the disadvantage of living like foreigners in
their own country.

This was the account given ne of the struldbrugs, as near as | can
remenber. | afterwards saw five or six of different ages, the youngest
not above two hundred years ol d, who were brought to ne at severa
times by some of ny friends; but although they were told that | was
a great traveler, and had seen all the world, they had not the | east
curiosity to ask me a question; only desired I would give them
sl unskudask, or a token of remenbrance, which is a nodest way of
begging, to avoid the law that strictly forbids it, because they are
provided for by the public, although indeed with a very scanty
al | owance.

They are despised and hated by all sorts of people; when one of them
is born, it is reckoned om nous, and their birth is recorded very
particularly; so that you may know their age by consulting the
regi stry, which however hath not been kept above a thousand years
past, or at |east hath been destroyed by tine or public
di sturbances. But the usual way of conputing how old they are, is by
aski ng them what kings or great persons they can renenber, and then
consulting history, for infallibly the last prince in their mnd did
not begin his reign after they were fourscore years old.

They were the nost nortifying sight | ever beheld, and the wonen
nore horrible than the nmen. Besides the usual defornmities in extreme
old age, they acquired an additional ghastliness in proportion to
their nunber of years, which is not to be described; and anbng hal f
a dozen, | soon distinguished which was the el dest, although there
were not above a century or two between them

The reader will easily believe, that fromwhat | had heard and seen
ny keen appetite for perpetuity of life was nuch abated. | grew
heartily ashaned of the pleasing visions | had formed, and thought
no tyrant could invent a death into which | would not run with
pl easure fromsuch a life. The king heard of all that had passed
between ne and nmy friends upon this occasion, and rallied ne very
pl easantly, wi shing | would send a couple of struldbrugs to ny own
country, to armour people against the fear of death; but this it
seens is forbidden by the fundanental |aws of the kingdom or else
shoul d have been well content with the trouble and expense of
transporting them

| could not but agree that the laws of this kingdomrelating to
t he strul dbrugs, were founded upon the strongest reasons, and such
as any other country would be under the necessity of enacting in the
like circunstances. Otherw se, as avarice is the necessary
consequent of old age, those immrtals would in tine becone
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proprietors of the whole nation, and engross the civil power, which
for want of abilities to nmanage, nust end in the ruin of the public.
CHAPTER XI

I thought this account of the Strul dbrugs night be sone
entertainment to the reader, because it seens to be a little out of
the comon way, at least | do not renenber to have net the like in any
book of travels that has cone to ny hands; and if | am deceived, ny
excuse nust be, that it is necessary for travelers, who describe the
sanme country, very often to agree in dwelling on the sanme particul ars,
wi t hout deserving the censure of having borrowed or transcribed from
those who wote before them

There is indeed a perpetual comerce between this kingdom and the
great enpire of Japan, and it is very probable that the Japanese
aut hors may have given sonme account of the strul dbrugs; but nmy stay in
Japan was so short, and | was so entirely a stranger to that |anguage,
that I was not qualified to nake any inquiries. But | hope the Dutch
upon this notice will be curious and abl e enough to supply ny defects.

Hi s Majesty having often pressed nme to accept some enploynent in his
court, and finding me absolutely deternmned to return to ny native
country, was pleased to give ne his license to depart, and honored
ne with a letter of recomendati on under his own hand to the Enperor
of Japan. He likew se presented ne with four hundred and forty-four
| arge pieces of gold (this nation delighting in even nunbers), and a
red di amond which | sold in England for el even hundred pounds.

On the 6th day of May, 1709 | took a solemn | eave of his Mjesty and
all ny friends. This prince was so gracious as to order a guard to
conduct me d anguenstald, which is a royal port to the southwest
part of the island. In six days | found a vessel ready to carry ne
to Japan, and spent fifteen days in the voyage. We | anded at a snall
port town called Xanbschi, situated on the southeast part of Japan
the town lies on the western point, where there is a narrow strait,
| eading northward into a | ong armof the sea, upon the northwest
part of which, Yedo the netropolis stands. At |anding, | showed the
custom house officers my letter fromthe King of Luggnagg to his
| mperial Majesty. They knew the seal perfectly well; it was as broad
as the palmof ny hand. The inpression was, a King lifting up a | ane
beggar fromthe earth. The nagistrates of the town hearing of ny
letter, received me as a public minister. They provided me with
carriages and servants, and bore nmy charges to Yedo, where | was
adnmitted to an audience, and delivered ny letter, which was opened
with great cerenpny, and explained to the Enperor by an interpreter,
who then gave ne notice by his Mijesty's order, that | should
signify ny request, and, whatever it were, it should be granted for
the sake of his royal brother of Luggnagg. This interpreter was a
person enployed to transact affairs with the Hollanders; he soon
conj ectured by ny countenance that | was a European, and therefore
repeated his Mjesty's commands in Low Dutch, which he spoke perfectly
well. | answered (as | had before deternined) that | was a Dutch
nerchant, shipwecked in a very renote country, fromwhence | travel ed
by sea and I and to Luggnagg, and then took shipping for Japan, where
knew ny countrymen often traded, and with some of these | hoped to get
an opportunity of returning into Europe: | therefore nost hunbly
entreated his royal favor, to give order that | should be conducted in
safety to Nangasac. To this | added another petition, that for the
sake of ny patron the King of Luggnagg, his Mjesty woul d condescend
to excuse mny performing the cerenony inmposed on ny countrymen, of
tranpling upon the crucifix, because |I had been thrown into his
ki ngdom by ny mi sfortunes, wi thout any intention of trading. Wen this
|atter petition was interpreted to the Enperor, he seened a little
surprised, and said he believed | was the first of ny countrynen who
ever nmade any scruple in this point, and that he began to doubt
whether | was a real Hollander or not, but rather suspected | nust
be a Christian. However, for the reasons | had offered, but chiefly to
gratify the King of Luggnagg by an uncommon mark of his favor, he
woul d conply with the singularity of nmy hunor; but the affair nust
be managed with dexterity, and his officers should be comanded to |et
ne pass as it were by forgetful ness. For he assured ne, that if the
secret should be discovered by ny countrymen the Dutch, they would cut
ny throat in the voyage. | returned nmy thanks by the interpreter for
so unusual a favor, and sone troops being at that tinme on their
march to Nangasac, the conmmanding officer had orders to convey ne safe
thither, with particular instructions about the business of the

cruci fix.
On the 9th day of June, 1709, | arrived at Nangasac, after a very
| ong and troubl esone journey. | soon fell into the conpany of sone
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Dutch sailors belonging to the Anboyna, of Amsterdam a stout ship
of 450 tons. | had lived long in Holland, pursuing ny studies at
Leyden, and | spoke Dutch well. The seamen soon knew from whence
cane last: they were curious to inquire into ny voyages and course
of life. | made up a story as short and probable as | could, but
conceal ed the greatest part. | knew nany persons in Holland; | was
able to invent names for ny parents, whom| pretended to be obscure
people in the province of Gelderland. | would have given the captain
(one Theodorus Vangrult) what he pleased to ask for ny voyage to
Hol | and; but understanding | was a surgeon, he was contented to take
hal f the usual rate, on condition that | would serve himin the way of
ny calling. Before we took shipping, | was often asked by sone of
the crew whether | had performed the cerenony above nenti oned.
evaded the question by general answers, that | had satisfied the
Enperor and court in all particulars. However, a nalicious rogue of
a skipper went to an officer, and pointing to ne, told himI| had not
yet tranpled on the crucifix: but the other, who had received
instructions to |l et ne pass, gave the rascal twenty strokes on the
shoul ders with a banboo, after which I was no nore troubled with
such questi ons.

Not hi ng happened worth nmentioning in this voyage. W sailed with a
fair wind to the Cape of Good Hope, where we stayed only to take in
fresh water. On the 10th of April we arrived safe at Amsterdam having
lost only three nen by sickness in the voyage, and a fourth who fel
fromthe foremast into the sea, not far fromthe coast of QGuinea. From
Ansterdam | soon after set sail for England in a snmall vesse
bel onging to that city.

On the 16th of April, 1710, we put in at the Downs. | |anded the
next norni ng, and saw once nore ny native country after an absence
of five years and six nonths conplete. | went straight to Redriff,

where | arrived the sane day at two in the afternoon, and found ny
wife and famly in good health.

THE END OF THE THI RD PART
PART |V
A VOYAGE TO THE HOUYHNHNMVB
( SEE PLATE 6)
CHAPTER |

| continued at hone with ny wife and children about five nmonths in a
very happy condition, if I could have | earned the [ esson of know ng
when | was well. | left my poor wife big with child, and accepted an
advant ageous offer made ne to be Captain of the Adventure, a stout
nmerchant nan of 350 tons: for | understood navigation well, and being
growmn weary of a surgeon's enpl oynent at sea, which however | could
exerci se upon occasion, | took a skillful young man of that calling,
one Robert Purefoy, into nmy ship. W set sail from Portsnmouth upon the
seventh day of August, 1710; on the fourteenth we net with Captain
Pocock of Bristol, at Teneriffe, who was going to the bay of Canpechy,
to cut | ogwood. On the sixteenth he was parted fromus by a stornm |
heard since nmy return that his ship foundered, and none escaped but
one cabin boy. He was an honest nan, and a good sailor, but a little
too positive in his own opinions, which was the cause of his
destruction, as it has been of several others. For if he had
foll omed ny advice, he nmight have been safe at honme with his fanmly at
this time, as well as nyself.

| had several nen die in ny ship of calentures, so that I was forced
to get recruits out of Barbadoes, and the Leeward I sl ands, where
touched by the direction of the merchants who enpl oyed me, which | had
soon too nuch cause to repent: for | found afterwards that nobst of
t hem had been buccaneers. | had fifty hands on board, and ny orders
were that | should trade with the Indians in the South Sea, and make
what discoveries | could. These rogues whom | had picked up
debauched ny other nmen, and they all forned a conspiracy to seize
the ship and secure ne; which they did one norning, rushing into ny
cabin, and binding me hand and foot, threatening to throw ne
overboard, if | offered to stir. | told them| was their prisoner
and would subnit. This they made ne swear to do, and then they unbound
me, only fastening one of nmy legs with a chain near ny bed, and pl aced
a sentry at ny door with his piece charged, who was conmanded to shoot
me dead, if | attenpted ny liberty. They sent ne down victuals and
drink, and took the governnent of the ship to thenselves. Their design
was to turn pirates, and plunder the Spaniards, which they could not
do, till they got nore nen. But first they resolved to sell the
goods in the ship, and then go to Madagascar for recruits, severa
anmong them having di ed since ny confinenment. They sail ed many weeks,
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and traded with the Indians, but I knew not what course they took
bei ng kept a close prisoner in nmy cabin, and expecting nothing |ess
than to be murdered, as they often threatened ne.

Upon the ninth day of May, 1711, one James Wl ch cane down to ny
cabin; and said he had orders fromthe Captain to set ne ashore.
expostulated with himbut in vain; neither would he so nuch as tell ne
who their new Captain was. They forced ne into the | ongboat, letting
me put on ny best suit of clothes, which were as good as new, and a
smal | bundl e of linen, but no arms except ny hanger; and they were
so civil as not to search ny pockets, into which | conveyed what noney
| had, with sone other little necessaries. They rowed about a
| eague, and then set ne down on a strand. | desired themto tell ne
what country it was. They all swore they knew no nore than mysel f, but
said that the Captain (as they called hin) was resolved, after they
had sold the lading, to get rid of ne in the first place where they
coul d discover |and. They pushed off inmredi ately, advising ne to
make haste, for fear of being overtaken by the tide, and so bade ne
farewel |

In this desolate condition | advanced forward, and soon got upon
ground, where | sat down on a bank to rest nyself, and consi der what |
had best do. Wen | was a little refreshed | went up into the country,
resolving to deliver nyself to the first savages | should neet, and
purchase nmy life fromthem by sone bracelets, glass rings, and other
toys which sailors usually provide thenselves with in those voyages,
and whereof | had some about ne. The | and was divided by | ong rows
of trees, not regularly planted, but naturally grow ng; there was

pl enty of grass, and several fields of oats. | wal ked very
circunspectly for fear of being surprised, or suddenly shot with an
arrow from behind or on either side. |I fell into a beaten road,

where | saw many tracks of hunman feet, and some of cows, but npbst of
horses. At last | beheld several aninmals in a field, and one or two of
the sane kind sitting in trees. Their shape was very singular and

deformed, which a little disconmposed ne, so that | |lay down behind a
thi cket to observe thembetter. Sone of them com ng forward near the
pl ace where | lay, gave ne an opportunity of distinctly marking

their form Their heads and breasts were covered with a thick hair,
some frizzled and others |ank; they had beards like goats, and a

long ridge of hair down their backs and the foreparts of their |egs
and feet, but the rest of their bodies were bare, so that | night

see their skins, which were of a brown buff color. They had no

tails, nor any hair at all on their buttocks, except about the anus;
which, | presune, nature had placed there to defend them as they sat
on the ground; for this posture they used, as well as Iying down and
often stood on their hind feet. They clinbed high trees, as ninbly

as a squirrel, for they had strong extended cl aws before and behind,
termnating in sharp points, and hooked. They would often spring and
bound and leap with prodigious agility. The fenal es were not so

large as the nales; they had long |lank hair on their heads, but none
on their faces, nor anything nore than a sort of down on the rest of
their bodi es, except about the anus, and pudenda. Their dugs hung
between their forefeet, and often reached al nbst to the ground as they
wal ked. The hair of both sexes was of several colors, brown, red,

bl ack, and yell ow. Upon the whole, | never beheld in all ny travels so
di sagreeabl e an animal, nor one against which | naturally conceived so
strong an antipathy. So that thinking | had seen enough, full of

contenpt and aversion, | got up and pursued the beaten road, hoping it
mght direct ne to the cabin of some Indian. | had not got far when
I met one of these creatures full in nmy way, and coming up directly to

me. The ugly nonster, when he saw ne, distorted several ways every
feature of his visage, and stared as at an object he had never seen
bef ore; then approaching nearer, lifted up his forepaw, whether out of
curiosity or mschief, |I could not tell. But I drew ny hanger, and
gave hima good blowwith the flat side of it, for | dare not strike
himw th the edge, fearing the inhabitants m ght be provoked agai nst
me, if they should cone to know that | had killed or mai med any of
their cattle. Wien the beast felt the smart, he drew back, and
roared so loud that a herd of at l|east forty came fl ocki ng about ne
fromthe next field, howing and maki ng odious faces; but | ran to the
body of a tree, and | eaning nmy back against it, kept them off by
wavi ng ny hanger. Several of this cursed brood getting hold of the
branches behind, |eaped up into the tree, fromwhere they began to
di scharge their excrenents on ny head; however, | escaped pretty well,
by sticking close to the stemof the tree, but was alnost stifled with
the filth, which fell about ne on every side.

In the midst of this distress, | observed themall to run away of
a sudden as fast as they could, at which | ventured to | eave the tree,
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and pursue the road, wondering what it was that could put theminto
this fright. But looking on ny |left hand, | saw a horse wal king softly
in the field; which nmy persecutors having sooner discovered, was the
cause of their flight. The horse started a little when he cane near

me, but soon recovering hinmself, |ooked full in nmy face with
mani f est tokens of wonder; he viewed ny hands and feet, wal king
round me several tines. | would have pursued ny journey, but he placed

hinself directly in the way, yet looking with a very nmild aspect,
never offering the |east violence. W stood gazing at each other for
sone time; at last | took the bol dness to reach nmy hand towards his
neck, with a design to stroke it, using the common style and whistle
of jockeys when they are going to handl e a strange horse. But this
animal seenming to receive ny civilities with disdain, shook his
head, and bent his brows, softly raising up his right forefoot to
renove ny hand. Then he neighed three or four times, but in so

di fferent a cadence, that | al nost began to think he was speaking to
hi nsel f in sone | anguage of his own.

Wiile he and | were thus enpl oyed, another horse cane up; who
applying hinmself to the first in a very formal manner, they gently
struck each other's right hoof before, neighing several tines by
turns, and varying the sound, which seened to be al nbst articul ate.
They went sone paces off, as if it were to confer together, walking

side by side, backward and forward, |ike persons deliberating upon
sone affair of weight, but often turning their eyes towards ne, as
it were to watch that | mght not escape. | was anazed to see such

actions and behavior in brute beasts, and concluded with nyself,

that if the inhabitants of this country were endued with a
proportionabl e degree of reason, they nust needs be the w sest

peopl e upon earth. This thought gave nme so much confort, that I
resolved to go forward until | could discover sone house or village,
or meet with any of the natives, |leaving the two horses to discourse
toget her as they pleased. But the first, who was a dapple gray,
observing ne to steal off, neighed after me in so expressive a tone,
that | fancied nyself to understand what he neant; whereupon

turned back, and canme near him to expect his farther conmmands, but
concealing nmy fear as nuch as | could, for | began to be in sone pain,
how thi s adventure might term nate; and the reader will easily believe
| did not nmuch like nmy present situation

The two horses cane up close to me, |looking with great earnestness
upon ny face and hands. The gray steed rubbed ny hat all round with
his right forehoof, and di sconposed it so nmuch that | was forced to
adjust it better, by taking it off, and settling it again; whereat
both he and his conpani on (who was a brown bay) appeared to be nuch
surprised; the latter felt the | appet of my coat, and finding it to
hang | oose about me, they both | ooked with new signs of wonder. He
stroked ny right hand, seening to admire the softness and col or; but
he squeezed it so hard between his hoof and his pastern, that | was
forced to roar; after which they both touched ne with all possible
tenderness. They were under great perplexity about my shoes and
st ocki ngs, which they felt very often, neighing to each other, and
usi ng various gestures, not unlike those of a philosopher, when he
woul d attenpt to sol ve sone new and difficult phenonenon.

Upon the whol e, the behavior of these aninmals was so orderly and
rational, so acute and judicious, that | at |ast concluded they nust
needs be mmgi ci ans, who had thus netanorphosed thensel ves upon sone
desi gn, and seeing a stranger the way, were resolved to divert
t hemsel ves with him or perhaps were really anazed at the sight of a
man so very different in habit, feature, and conpl exion fromthose who
nm ght probably live so rembte a climate. Upon the strength of this
reasoning, | ventured to address themin the foll ow ng manner
Gentlenen, if you be conjurers, as | have good cause to believe, you
can understand any | anguage; therefore | nake bold to I et your
wor shi ps know that | am a poor distressed Englishman, driven by his
m sfortunes upon your coast, and | entreat one of you, to let ne
ri de upon his back, as if he were a real horse, to some house or
village where | can be relieved. In return of which favor | will
make you a present of this knife and bracelet (taking themout of ny
pocket). The two creatures stood silent while | spoke, seenming to
listen with great attention; and when | had ended, they nei ghed
frequently towards each other, as if they were engaged in serious
conversation. | plainly observed, that their |anguage expressed the
passions very well, and the words might with little pains be
resol ved into an al phabet nore easily than the Chinese.

| could frequently distinguish the word Yahoo, which was repeated by
each of them several tines; and although it was inpossible for nme to
conjecture what it nmeant, yet while the two horses were busy in
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conversation, | endeavored to practice this word upon ny tongue; and
as soon as they were silent, | boldly pronounced Yahoo in a | oud
voice, imtating, at the same time, as near as | could, the neighing
of a horse; at which they were both visibly surprised, and the gray
repeated the same word twice, as if he nmeant to teach ne the right
accent, wherein | spoke after himas well as | could, and found nyself
perceivably to inprove every time, though very far from any degree
of perfection. Then the bay tried ne with a second word, much harder
to be pronounced; but reducing it to the English orthography, may be
spelt thus, Houyhnhnm 1 did not succeed in this so well as the
former, but after two or three farther trials, | had better fortune;
and they both appeared anazed at ny capacity.

After sone further discourse, which I then conjectured m ght
relate to me, the two friends took their |eave, with the sane
conpliment of striking each other's hoof; and the gray nmade ne signs
that | should wal k before him wherein |I thought it prudent to conply,
till 1 could find a better director. Wien | offered to slacken ny
pace, he would cry Hhuun, Hhuun; | guessed his neani ng, and gave him
to understand as well as | could, that | was weary, and not able to
wal k faster; upon which he would stand a while to let nme rest.

CHAPTER 1 |

Havi ng travel ed about three mles, we came to a |long kind of
bui | di ng, made of tinber stuck in the ground, and wattl ed across;
the roof was |ow, and covered with straw. | now began to be a little
conforted, and took out sone toys, which travelers usually carry for
presents to the savage | ndians of Anerica and other parts, in hopes
t he people of the house woul d be thereby encouraged to receive ne
kindly. The horse made nme a sign to go in first; it was a |l arge room
with a snooth clay floor, and a rack and nmanger extending the whole
I ength on one side. There were three nags, and two mares, not
eating, but sone of themsitting down upon their hans, which | very
much wondered at; but wondered nore to see the rest enployed in
donestic busi ness. These seenmed but ordinary cattle; however, this
confirmed ny first opinion, that a people who could so far civilize
brute aninals, nust needs excel in wisdomall the nations of the
worl d. The gray canme in just after, and thereby prevented any il
treat nent which the others might have given nme. He neighed to them
several times in a style of authority, and received answers.

Beyond this roomthere were three others, reaching the I ength of the
house, to which you passed through three doors, opposite to each
other, in the manner of a vista; we went through the second room
towards the third; here the gray walked in first, beckoning nme to

attend: | waited in the second room and got ready ny presents for the
master and nistress of the house: they were two knives, three
bracel ets of pearl, a snmall |ooking glass, and a bead neckl ace. The

horse neighed three or four tines, and | waited to hear some answers
in a human voice, but | heard no other returns than in the same
dialect, only one or two a little shriller than his. | began to
think that this house nust bel ong to sone person of great note anong
them because there appeared so much cerenony before I could gain
adm ttance. But, that a nan of quality should be served all by horses,
was beyond ny conprehension. | feared ny brain was disturbed by ny
sufferings and nmisfortunes: | roused nyself, and | ooked about ne in
the roomwhere | was left alone; this was furnished like the first,
only after a nore el egant manner. | rubbed ny eyes often, but the sane
objects still occurred. | pinched ny arms and sides to awake nyself,
hoping | nmight be in a dream then absolutely concluded, that al
t hese appearances coul d be nothing el se but necromancy and nmagi c.
But | had no tinme to pursue these reflections; for the gray horse cane
to the door, and nmade me a sign to follow himinto the third room
where | saw a very conely nare, together with a colt and foal, sitting
on their haunches, upon mats of straw, not unartfulUy made, and
perfectly neat and cl ean.

The mare soon after ny entrance, rose fromher mat, and com ng up
cl ose, after having nicely observed ny hands and face, gave ne a
nost cont enptuous | ook; then turning to the horse, I heard the word
Yahoo often repeated betw xt them the neaning of which word | could
not then conprehend, although it were the first | had learned to
pronounce; but | was soon better inforned, to ny everlasting
nortification: for the horse beckoning to me with his head, and
repeating the word Hhuun, Hhuun, as he did upon the road, which
understood was to attend him led nme out into a kind of court, where
was anot her buil ding at sone distance fromthe house. Here we entered,
and | saw three of these detestable creatures, whom| first net
after ny landing, feeding upon roots, and the flesh of some aninals,
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which | afterwards found to be that of asses and dogs, and now and
then a cow dead by accident or discase. were all tied by the neck with
strong withes, fastened to a beam they held their food between the
claws of their forefeet, and tore it with their teeth.

The master horse ordered a sorrel nag, one of his servants, to untie
the largest of these aninals, and take himinto the yard. The beast
and | were brought close together, and our countenances diligently
conpared, both by nmaster and servant, who thereupon repeated severa
times the word Yahoo. My horror and astoni shment are not to be
descri bed, when | observed in this abom nable animal a perfect hunan
figure: the face of it indeed was flat and broad, the nose
depressed, the lips large, and the nouth wide. But these differences
are common to all savage nations, where the lineaments of the
countenance are distorted by the natives suffering their infants to
lie groveling on the earth, or by carrying themon their backs,
nuzzling with their face against the nother's shoul ders. The fore feet
of the Yahoo differed frommy hands in nothing else but the Iength
of the nails, the coarseness and brownness of the palnms, and the
hai ri ness on the backs. There was the same resenbl ance between our
feet, with the sane differences, which I knew very well, though the
horses did not, because of ny shoes and stockings; the sane in every
part of our bodies, except as to hairiness and color, which I have
al ready descri bed.

The great difficulty that seemed to stick with the two horses, was
to see the rest of ny body so very different fromthat of a Yahoo, for
which | was obliged to nmy cl othes whereof they had no conception
The sorrel nag offered ne a root, which he held (after their manner
as we shall describe in its proper place) between his hoof and
pastern; | took it in ny hand, and having snelt it, returned it to him
again as civilly as | could. He brought out of the Yahoo's kennel a
pi ece of ass's flesh, but it snelt so offensively that | turned from
it with loathing: he then threwit to the Yahoo, by whomit was
greedily devoured. He afterwards showed ne a wisp of hay, and a
fetlock full of oats; but | shook ny head, to signify that neither
of these were food for nme. And indeed, | now apprehended that | nust
absolutely starve, if | did not get to some of ny own species; for
as to those filthy Yahoos, although there were few greater |overs of
manki nd, at that tine, than nyself, yet | confess | never saw any
sensitive being so detestable on all accounts; and the nmore | cane
near them the nore hateful they grew, while | stayed in that country.
This the naster horse observed by ny behavior, and therefore sent
t he Yahoo back to his kennel. He then put his fore hoof to his
nmout h, at which | was nuch surprised, although he did it with ease,
and with a notion that appeared perfectly natural, and nade ot her
signs to know what | would eat; but | could not return him such an

answer as he was able to apprehend; and if he had understood ne, | did
not see how it was possible to contrive any way for finding nyself
nouri shnment. Wiile we were thus engaged, | observed a cow passing

by, whereupon | pointed to her, and expressed a desire to let ne go
and milk her. This had its effect; for he led ne back into the

house, and ordered a mareservant to open a room where a good store of
mlk lay in earthen and wooden vessels, after a very orderly and

cl eanly manner. She gave ne a |large bow full, of which I drank very
heartily, and found nyself well refreshed.

About noon | saw comi ng towards the house a kind of vehicle, drawn
like a sledge by four Yahoos. There was in it an old steed, who seened
to be of quality; he alighted with his hind feet forward, having by
accident got a hurt in his left fore foot. He cane to dine with our
horse, who received himwi th great civility. They dined in the best
room and had oats boiled in mlk for the second course, which the old
horse ate warm but the rest cold. Their nmangers were pl aced
circular in the niddle of the room and divided into several
partitions, round which they sat on their haunches upon bosses of
straw. In the mddle was a large rack with angles answering to every
partition of the manger; so that each horse and mare ate their own
hay, and their own nash of oats and mlk, with nmuch decency and
regul arity. The behavi or of the young colt and foal appeared very
nodest, and that of the naster and m stress extrenely cheerful and
conpl ai sant to their guest. The gray ordered ne to stand by him and
nmuch di scourse passed between himand his friend concerning ne, as
found by the stranger's often | ooking on me, and the frequent
repetition of the word Yahoo.

| happened to wear ny gloves, which the master gray observing,
seened perpl exed, discovering signs of wonder what | had done to ny
fore feet; he put his hoof three or four times to them as if he would
signify that | should reduce themto their forner shape, which
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presently did, pulling off both ny gloves, and putting theminto ny
pocket. This occasioned farther talk, and | saw the conpany was

pl eased with ny behavi or, whereof | soon found the good effects. | was
ordered to speak the few words | understood, and while they were at

di nner the master taught the names for oats, mlk, fire, water, and
sone others; which | could readily pronounce after him having fromny
youth a great facility in |earning | anguages.

When di nner was done the naster horse took ne aside, and by signs
and words nade ne understand the concern that he was in, that | had
nothing to eat. Gats in their tongue are called hlunnh. This word |
pronounced two or three times; for although |I had refused them at
first, yet upon second thoughts | considered that | could contrive
to make of thema kind of bread, which mght be sufficient with nmilk
to keep ne alive, till | could nake ny escape to sone other country
and to creatures of my own species. The horse i mediately ordered a
white nare-servant of his fanmily to bring me a good quantity of oats
in a sort of wooden tray. These | heated before the fire as well as
| could, and rubbed themtill the husks came off, which | made a shift
to winnow fromthe grain; | ground and beat them between two stones,
then took water, and nade theminto a paste or cake, which | toasted
at the fire, and ate warmwith mlk. It was at first a very insipid
di et, though common enough in many parts of Europe, but grew tol erable
by tine; and having been often reduced to hard fare in my life, this
was not the first experinment | had nade how easily nature is
satisfied. And | cannot but observe, that | never had one hour's
sickness while | stayed in this island. 'Tis true, | sonetines nade
a shift to catch a rabbit or bird by springes made of Yahoos' hairs,
and | often gathered whol esonme herbs, which | boiled, or ate as sal ads
with nmy bread, and now and then, for a rarity, | made a little butter,
and drank the whey. | was at first at a great loss for salt; but
custom soon reconciled the want of it; and | am confident that the
frequent use of salt anobng us is an effect of luxury, and was first
i ntroduced only as a provocative to drink; except where it is
necessary for preserving of flesh in long voyages, or in places renote
fromgreat markets. For we observe no animal to be fond of it but man
and as to nyself, when | left this country, it was a great while
before | could endure the taste of it in anything that | ate.

This is enough to say upon the subject of ny diet, wherew th other
travelers fill their books, as if the readers were personally
concerned whether we fared well or ill. However, it necessary to
mention this matter, lest the world should think it inpossible that
| could find sustenance for three years in such a country, and anong
such inhabitants.

When it grew towards evening, the master horse ordered a place for
me to lodge in; it was but six yards fromthe house, and separated
fromthe stable of the Yahoos. Here | got sonme straw, and covering
nyself with my own clothes, slept very sound. But | was in a short
tinme better accommopdated, as the reader shall know hereafter, when
cone to treat nore particularly about my way of I|iving.

CHAPTER 111

My principal endeavor was to |l earn the | anguage, which ny master
(for so | shall henceforth call him and his children, and every
servant of his house, were desirous to teach ne. For they | ooked
upon it as a prodigy that a brute aninmal should discover such marks of
a rational creature. | pointed to every thing and inquired the nane of
it, which | wote down in nmy journal book when | was al one, and
corrected ny bad accent by desiring those of the fanily to pronounce
it often. In this enploynent, a sorrel nag, one of the under servants,
was ready to assist ne.

I n speaki ng they pronounce through the nose and throat, and their
| anguage approaches nearest to the H gh Dutch or German of any |
know i n Europe; but is rmuch nmore graceful and significant. The Enperor
Charl es nmade al nost the same observation, when he said that if he were
to speak to his horse it should be in H gh Dutch

The curiosity and inpatience of nmy naster were so great, that he
spent many hours of his leisure to instruct me. He was convinced (as
he afterwards told ne) that | nust be a Yahoo, but ny teachabl eness,
civility, and cl eanliness, astonished him which were qualities
al t ogether so opposite to those aninals. He was nost perpl exed about
nmy cl othes, reasoning sonetinmes with hinmself whether they were a
part of ny body; for | never pulled themoff till the famly were
asl eep, and got them on before they waked in the nmorning. My master
was eager to learn fromwhere | came, how | acquired those appearances
of reason which | discovered in all ny actions, and to know mmy story
fromnmy own nouth, which he hoped he should soon do by the great
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proficiency | made in |earning and pronouncing their words and
sentences. To help ny nmenory, | fornmed all | learned into the

Engl i sh al phabet, and wote the words down with the translations. Ibis
|ast after sone tinme | ventured to do in ny master's presence. It cost
me much trouble to explain to himwhat | was doing; for the

i nhabi tants have not the | east idea of books or literature.

In about ten weeks tinme | was able to understand nost of his
qguestions, and in three nonths could give himsone tol erable
answers. He was extrenely curious to know fromwhat part of the
country | cane, and how | was taught to imtate a rational creature;
because t he Yahoos (whom he saw | exactly resenbled in ny head, hands,
and face, that were only visible), with sone appearance of cunning,
and the strongest disposition to mschief, were observed to be the
nost unteachable of all brutes. | answered that | canme over the sea
froma far place, with many others of my own kind, in a great holl ow
vessel nmde of the bodies of trees. That ny conpanions forced ne to
land on this coast, and then left me to shift for nyself. It was
with sone difficulty, and by the help of many signs, that | brought
himto understand me. He replied, that | nust needs be mi staken, or
that | said the thing which was not. (For they have no word in their
| anguage to express lying or fal sehood.) He knew it was inpossible
that there could be a country beyond the sea, or that a parcel of
brutes could nove a wooden vessel whither they pleased upon water.

He was sure no Houyhnhnm alive could make such a vessel, nor would
trust Yahoos to manage it.

The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue, signifies a horse, and inits
etynol ogy, the perfection of nature. |I told nmy master, that | was at a
| oss for expression, but would inprove as fast as | could; and hoped
in a short tine | should be able to tell himwonders: he was pl eased
to direct his own mare, his colt and foal, and the servants of the
famly, to take all opportunities of instructing nme, and every day for
two or three hours he was at the sane pains hinself. Several horses
and mares of quality in the nei ghborhood cane often to our house
upon the report spread of a wonderful Yahoo, that could speak |like a
Houyhnhnm and seenmed in his words and actions to di scover somne
gli merings of reason. These delighted to converse with ne: they put
many questions, and received such answers as | was able to return
By all these advantages | made so great a progress that in five nonths
fromny arrival | understood whatever was spoke, and coul d express
nysel f tolerably well.

The Houyhnhnns who came to visit my master with the design of seeing
and talking with nme, could hardly believe me to be a right Yahoo,
because ny body had a different covering fromothers of my kind.

They were astonished to observe me without the usual hair or skin,
except on ny head, face, and hands; but | discovered that secret to ny
mast er, upon an acci dent which happened about a fortni ght before.

| have already told the reader, that every night when the famly
were gone to bed it was nmy customto strip and cover nyself with ny
clothes. It happened one norning early, that ny master sent for me
by the sorrel nag, who was his valet; when he cane | was fast
asleep, my clothes fallen off on one side, and ny shirt above ny
wai st. | awakened at the noise he nade, and observed himto deliver
his message in some disorder; after which he went to ny master, and in
a great fright gave hima very confused account of what he had seen
This | presently discovered; for going as soon as | was dressed to pay
ny attendance upon his Honor, he asked ne the neani ng of what his
servant had reported, that | was not the same thing when | slept as
| appeared to be at other tines; that his valet assured him sone part
of me was white, some yellow, at |east not so white, and sone brown.

I had hitherto conceal ed the secret of ny dress, in order to
di stingui sh nyself as much as possible fromthat cursed race of
Yahoos; but now | found it in vain to do so any |onger. Besides, |
consi dered that my cl othes and shoes woul d soon wear out, which
already were in a declining condition, and nust be supplied by sone
contrivance fromthe hides of Yahoos or other brutes; whereby the
whol e secret would be known. | therefore told ny naster that in the
country fromwhich | cane those of ny kind always covered their bodies
with the hairs of certain aninmals prepared by art, as well for decency
as to avoid the inclenencies of air, both hot and col d; of which, as
to ny own person, | would give himimediate conviction, if he pleased
to command me; only desiring his excuse, if | did not expose those
parts that nature taught us to conceal. He said ny discourse was al
very strange, but especially the last part; for he could not
under stand why nature should teach us to conceal what nature had
gi ven. That neither hinmself nor famly were ashaned of any parts of
their bodies; but however | mght do as | pleased. Wereupon | first
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unbuttoned ny coat and pulled it off. | did the same with mny

wai stcoat; | drew off ny shoes, stockings, and breeches. | let ny
shirt down to ny waist, and drew up the bottom fastening it like a
girdle about ny mddle to hide ny nakedness.

My master observed the whole performance with great signs of
curiosity and admration. He took up all my clothes in his pastern
one piece after another, and exam ned themdiligently; he then stroked
ny body very gently and | ooked round nme several tines, after which
he said it was plain | nust be a perfect Yahoo; but that |I differed
very much fromthe rest of ny species, in the softness and whiteness
and snoot hness of ny skin, ny want of hair in several parts of ny
body, the shape and shortness of ny claws behind and before, and ny
af fectati on of wal king continually on my two hind feet. He desired
to see no nore, and gave ne |eave to put on ny clothes again, for |
was shuddering wth col d.

| expressed nmy uneasiness at his giving ne so often the
appel I ati on of Yahoo, an odious animal for which | had so utter a

hatred and contenpt. | begged he woul d forbear applying that word to
me, and take the sane order in his famly, and anmong his friends
whom he suffered to see nme. | requested |ikewi se that the secret of ny

having a fal se covering to ny body m ght be known to none but hinself,
at least as long as ny present clothing should last; for as to what
the sorrel nag his val et had observed, his Honor night command him

to conceal it.

Al this ny master very graciously consented to, and thus the secret
was kept till ny clothes began to wear out, which | was forced to
supply by several contrivances that shall hereafter be nentioned. In
the neantinme he desired | would go on with my utnost diligence to
| earn their |anguage, because he was nore astoni shed at nmy capacity
for speech and reason than at the figure of ny body, whether it were
covered or not; adding that he waited with sone inpatience to hear the
wonders which | promised to tell him

From t hencef orward he doubl ed the pains he had been at to instruct
ne; he brought nme into all conmpany, and made themtreat nme with
civility, because, as he told themprivately, this would put me into
good hunor and nake ne nore diverting.

Every day when | waited on him beside the trouble he was at in
teachi ng, he would ask ne several questions concerning nyself, which
answered as well as | could; and by these means he had al ready
recei ved sone general ideas, though very inperfect. It would be
tedious to relate the several steps by which | advanced to a nore
regul ar conversation: but the first account | gave of nyself in any
order and length, was to this purpose:

That | cane froma very far country, as | already had attenpted to
tell him wth about fifty nore of my own species; that we travel ed
upon the seas, in a great hollow vessel made of wood, and | arger
than his Honor's house. | described the ship to himin the best
terms | could, and explained by the help of ny handkerchief displayed,
how it was driven forward by the wind. That upon a quarrel anobng us,
was set on shore on this coast, where | wal ked forward wi t hout know ng
whither, till he delivered ne fromthe persecution of those
execrabl e Yahoos. He asked ne who nade the ship, and how it was
possi bl e that the Houyhnhnms of ny country would |l eave it to the
managenment of brutes? My answer was that | dare proceed no further
in my relation, unless he would give me his word and honor that he
woul d not be offended, and then | would tell himthe wonders | had
so often pronised. He agreed; and | went on by assuring himthat the
ship was nade by creatures was nyself, who in all the countries
had traveled, as well as in my own, were the only governing,
rational aninals; and that upon ny arrival here | was as nuch
ast oni shed to see the Houyhnhnms act |ike rational beings, as he or
his friends could be finding sone narks of reason in a creature he was
pl eased to call a Yahoo, to which | owned ny resenbl ance in every
part, but could not account for their degenerate and brutal nature.
| said farther that if good fortune ever restored nme to my native
country, to relate nmy travels here, as | resolved to do, everybody
woul d believe that | said the thing which was not; that | invented the
story out of nmy own head; and with all possible respect to hinself,
his fam|ly and friends, and under his pronise of not being offended,
our countrynmen would hardly think it probable, that a Houyhnhnm shoul d
be the presiding creature of a nation, and a Yahoo the brute.

CHAPTER |V

My master heard ne with great appearances of uneasiness in his
count enance, because doubting, or not believing, are so little known
in this country, that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave
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t hemsel ves under such circunstances. And | renenber in frequent
di scourses with my master concerning the nature of nanhood in other
parts of the world, having occasion to talk of lying and fal se
representation, it was with much difficulty that he conprehended
what | neant, although he had otherwi se a npbst acute judgnent. For
he argued thus: that the use of speech was to nake us understand one
another, and to receive information of facts; now if anyone said the
t hi ng which was not, these ends were defeated; because | cannot
properly be said to understand him and | amso far fromreceiving
i nformation, that he |l eaves nme worse than in ignorance, for | amled
to believe a thing black when it is white, and short when it is
long. And these were all the notions he had concerning that faculty of
lying, so perfectly well understood anong human creatures.

To return fromthis digression; when | asserted that the Yahoos were
the only governing animals in nmy country, which nmy master said was
al t oget her past his conception, he desired to know whet her we had
Houyhnhnns anong us, and what was their enploynent: | told himwe
had great nunbers, that in sumer they grazed in the fields, and in
wi nter were kept in houses, with hay and oats, where Yahoo servants
were enployed to rub their skins snooth, conb their nanes, pick
their feet, serve themw th food, and nmake their beds. | understand
you well, said nmy nmaster, it is now very plain, fromall you have
spoken, that whatever share of reason the Yahoos pretend to, the
Houyhnhnns are your nasters; | heartily wish our Yahoos woul d be so
tractable. | begged his Honor woul d please to excuse ne from
proceedi ng any farther, because | was very certain that the account he
expected fromme would be highly displeasing. But he insisted in
conmanding ne to let himknow the best and the worst: | told himhe
shoul d be obeyed. | owned that the Houyhnhnms anong us, whom we call ed
horses, were the npbst generous and conely aninmals we had, that they
excelled in strength and swi ftness; and when they bel onged to
persons of quality, enployed in traveling, racing, or draw ng

chariots, they were treated with much kindness and till they fell into
di seases or becanme foundered in the feet; and then they were sold, and
used to all kind of drudgery till they died; after which their skins

were stripped and sold for what they were worth, and their bodies |eft
to be devoured by dogs and birds of prey. But the common race of
horses had not so good fortune, being kept by farners and carriers,
and ot her nean people, who put themto great |abor, and fed them

worse. | described, as well as | could, our way of riding, the shape
and use of a bridle, a saddle, a spur, and a whip, of harness and
wheel s. | added that we fastened plates of a certain hard substance

called iron at the bottomof their feet, to preserve their hoofs
from bei ng broken by the stony ways on which we often travel ed.

My master, after sone expressions of great indignation, wondered how
we dared to venture upon a Houyhnhnm s back, for he was sure that
t he weakest servant in his house would be able to shake off the
strongest Yahoo, or by lying down and rolling on his back squeeze
the brute to death. | answered that our horses were trained up from
three or four years old to the several uses we intended themfor; that
if any of them proved intolerably vicious, they were enpl oyed for
carriages; that they were severely beaten while they were young, for
any m schievous tricks; that the nales, designed for common use of
riding or draught, were generally castrated about two years after
their birth, to take down their spirits and make them nore tanme and
gentle; that they were indeed sensible of rewards and puni shnents; but
hi s Honor woul d pl ease to consider, that they had not the |east
tincture of reason any nore than the Yahoos in this country.

It put me to the pains of many circunl ocutions to give ny master a
right idea of what | spoke; for their |anguage does not abound in
variety of words, because their wants and passions are fewer than
anong us. But it is inpossible to represent his noble resentnent at
our savage treatnment of the Houyhnhnmrace, particularly after | had
expl ai ned the manner and use of castrating horses anbng us, to
hi nder them from propagating their kind, and to render them nore
servile. He said if it were possible there could be any country
wher e Yahoos al one were endued with reason, they certainly nmust be the
governi ng ani nal, because reason will in tine always prevail agai nst
brutal strength. But considering the frame of our bodies, and
especially of mine, he thought no creature of equal bulk was so il
contrived, for enploying that reason in the comon offices of life;
wher eupon he desired to know whet her those anobng whom | |ived
resenbl ed ne or the Yahoos of his country. | assured him that | was
as well shaped as nobst of ny age; but the younger and the femal es were
much nore soft and tender, and the skins of the latter generally as
white as mlk. He said | differed i ndeed from ot her Yahoos, being nuch
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nore cleanly, and not altogether so deforned, but in point of rea
advant age he thought | differed for the worse. That ny nails were of
no use either to my fore or hind feet; as to ny fore feet, he could
not properly call themby that nanme, for he never observed ne to
wal kK upon them that they were too soft to bear the ground; that |
generally went with them uncovered, neither was the covering
sometinmes wore on them of the same shape or so strong as that on ny
feet behind. That | could not walk with any security, for if either of
nmy hind feet slipped, | nust inevitably fall. He then began to find
fault with other parts of ny body, the flatness of ny face, the
prom nence of my nose, ny eyes placed directly in front, so that |
could not ook on either side without turning nmy that I was not able
to feed nyself without lifting one of nmy fore feet to nmy nmouth; and
therefore nature had placed these joints to answer that necessity.
He knew not what could be the use of those several clefts and
divisions in ny feet behind; that these were too soft to bear the
har dness and sharpness of stones w thout a covering nmade fromthe skin
of some other brute; that ny whole body wanted a fence agai nst heat
cold, which I was forced to put on and off every day with
t edi ousness and trouble. And lastly that he observed every aninmal in
this country naturally to abhor the Yahoos, whomthe weaker avoi ded
and the stronger drove fromthem So that supposing us to have the
gift of reason, he could not see howit were possible to cure that
natural antipathy which every creature di scovered agai nst us; nor
consequently, how we could tane and render them serviceabl e.
However, he would (as he said) debate the matter no farther, because
he was nore desirous to know nmy own story, the country where | was
born, and the several actions and events of ny life before | cane
her e.

| assured himhow extrenely desirous | was that he should be
satisfied on every point; but | doubted much whether it would be
possible for ne to explain nyself on several subjects whereof his
Honor coul d have no conception, because | saw nothing in his country
to which I could resenble them That however | would do ny best, and
strive to express nmyself by simlitudes, hunbly desiring his
assi stance when | wanted proper words; which he was pl eased to pronise
ne.

| said nmy birth was of honest parents in an island called Engl and,
which was rempte fromthis country, as many days' journey as the
strongest of his Honor's servants could travel in the annual course of
the sun. That | was bred a surgeon, whose trade it is to cure wounds
and hurts in the body, got by accident or violence; that my country
was governed by a female nman, whomwe called a Queen. That | left it
to get riches, whereby | might nmaintain nyself and famly when |
should return. That in ny [ast voyage | was Commander of the ship, and
had about fifty Yahoos under nme, nany of which died at sea, and
was forced to supply them by others picked out from several nations.
That our ship was twi ce in danger of being sunk; the first tine by a
great storm and the second, by striking against a rock. Here ny
master interposed, by asking me how | coul d persuade strangers out
of different countries to venture with nme, after the losses | had
sustai ned, and the hazards | had run. | said they were fell ows of
desperate fortunes, forced to fly fromthe places of their birth, on
account of their poverty or their crines. Sone were undone by
| awsuits; others spent all they had in drinking, whoring, and gam ng;
others fled for treason; many for nurder, theft, poisoning, robbery,
perjury, forgery, coining false noney, for commtting rapes or
sodony, for flying fromtheir colors, or deserting to the eneny, and
nost of them had broken prison; none of these dared return to their
native countries for fear of being hanged, or of starving in a jail;
and therefore were under the necessity of seeking a livelihood in
ot her pl aces.

During this discourse ny master was pleased to interrupt ne
several tinmes; | had nmade use of many circum ocutions in describing to
himthe nature of the several crines, for which nost of our crew had
been forced to fly their country. This | abor took up several days'
conversation before he was able to conprehend ne. He was wholly at a
| oss to know what could be the use or necessity of practicing those
vices. To clear up which | endeavored to give sone ideas of the desire
of power and riches, of the terrible effects of |ust, intenperance,
mal i ce and envy. All this | was forced to define and describe by
putting of cases, and nmaki ng of suppositions. After which, |ike one
whose i magi nati on was struck with sonething never seen or heard of
before, he would Iift up his eyes with amazenent and i ndi gnation
Power, governnent, war, |aw, punishnent, and a thousand ot her things
had no terns wherein that |anguage could express them which nade
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the difficulty al nost insuperable to give ny naster any conception
of what | neant. But being of an excell ent understandi ng, much
i mproved by contenpl ati on and converse, he at last arrived at a
conpetent know edge of what hunman nature in our parts of the world
is capable to perform and desired | would give himsone particul ar
account of that |and which we call Europe, but especially of ny own
country.

CHAPTER V

The reader may pl ease to observe, that the follow ng extract of nany
conversations | had with nmy master, contains a summary of the nost
mat eri al points which were di scoursed at several tines for above two
years; his Honor often desiring fuller satisfaction as |I farther
i nproved in the Houyhnhnmtongue. | laid before him as well as
could, the whole state of Europe; | discoursed of trade and
manuf actures, of arts and sciences; and the answers | gave to al
t he questions he nade, as they arose upon several subjects, were a
fund of conversation not to be exhausted. But | shall here only set
down t he substance of what passed between us concerning ny own
country, reducing it into order as well as | can, w thout any regard
to time or other circumstances, while | strictly adhere to truth. M
only concern is that | shall hardly be able to do justice to ny
master's argunents and expressions, which nmust needs suffer by ny want
of capacity, as well as by a translation into our barbarous English

I n obedi ence therefore to his Honor's commands, | related to himthe
Revol ution under the Prince of Orange; the long war with France
entered into by the said prince, and renewed by his successor the
present Queen, wherein the greatest powers of Christendom were
engaged, and which still continued: | conputed at his request that
about a mllion of Yahoos m ght have been killed in the whol e progress
of it, and perhaps a hundred or nore cities taken, and thrice as
many shi ps burnt or sunk.

He asked nme what were the usual causes or notives that nade one
country go to war with another. | answered they were innunerabl e,
but I should only mention a few of the chief. Sometines the ambition
of princes, who never think they have | and or people enough to govern
sometines the corruption of mnisters, who engage their naster in a
war in order to stifle or divert the clanor of the subjects against
their evil adnministration. Difference in opinions has cost many
mllions of lives: for instance, whether flesh be bread, or bread be
fl esh; whether the juice of a certain berry be blood or wi ne;
whet her whistling be vice or a virtue; whether it be better to kiss
a post, or throwit into the fire; what is the best color for a
coat, whether black, white, red, or gray; and whether it should be
l ong or short, narrow or wide, dirty or clean; with nmany nore. Neither
are any wars so furious and bl oody, or of so |ong continuance, as
t hose occasioned by difference in opinion, especially if it be in
things indifferent.

Sonetimes the quarrel between two princes is to which of them
shal | di spossess a third of his doninions, where neither of them
pretend to any right. Sonetinmes one prince quarrels w th anot her,
for fear the other should quarrel with him Sonetines a war is entered
upon, because the eneny is too strong, and sonetines because he is too
weak. Sonetimes our nei ghbors want the things which we have, or have
t he things which we want; and we both fight, till they take ours or
give us theirs. It is a very justifiable cause of a war to invade a
country after the people have been wasted by fami ne, destroyed by
pestilence, or enbroiled by factions anbng thenselves. It is
justifiable to enter into war against our nearest ally, when one of
his towns lies convenient for us, or a territory of land, that would
render our dom nions round and conplete. If a prince sends forces into
a nation where the people are poor and ignorant, he may |lawfully put
hal f of themto death, and nake slaves of the rest, in order to
civilize and reduce themfromtheir barbarous way of living. It is a
very kingly, honorable, and frequent practice, when one prince desires
t he assi stance of another to secure himagai nst an invasion, that
t he assistant, when he has driven out the invader, should seize on the
domi nions hinself, and kill, inprison or banish the prince he cane
to relieve. Alliance by blood or marriage is a frequent cause of war
bet ween princes; and the nearer the kindred is, the greater is their
di sposition to quarrel: poor nations are hungry, and rich nations
are proud; and pride and hunger will ever be at variance. For these
reasons, the trade of a soldier is held the nost honorable of al

ot hers; because a soldier is a Yahoo hired to kill in cold blood as
many of his own species, who have never offended him as possibly he
can.
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There is |likewi se a kind of beggarly princes in Europe, not able
to make war by thensel ves, who hire out their troops to richer
nati ons, for so nuch a day to each man; of which they keep
three-fourths to thenselves, and it is the best part of their
mai nt enance; such are those in Germany and ot her northern parts of
Eur ope.

VWhat you have told ne (said ny master) upon the subject of war, does
i ndeed di scover npst adnirably the effects of that reason you
pretend to: however, it is happy that the shame is greater than the
danger; and that nature has left you utterly uncapabl e of doing nuch
m schi ef .

For your nouths lying flat with your faces, you can hardly bite each
other to any purpose, unless by consent. Then as to the claws upon
your feet before and behind, they are so short and tender, that one of
our Yahoos would drive a dozen of yours before him And therefore in
recounting the nunbers of those who have been killed in battle,
cannot but think that you have said the thing which is not.

| could not forbear shaking ny head and smiling a little at his
i gnorance. And being no stranger to the art of war, | gave hima
descri ption of cannons, cul verins, nuskets, carabines, pistols,
bul l ets, powder, swords, bayonets, battles, sieges, retreats, attacks,
under m nes, counternines, bonbardnments, sea fights; ships sunk with
a thousand nmen, twenty thousand killed on each side; dying groans,
linbs flying in the air, snoke, noise, confusion, tranpling to death
under horses' feet; flight, pursuit, victory; fields strewed with
carcases left for food to dogs, and wol ves, and birds of prey;
pl undering, stripping, ravishing, burning, and destroying. And to
set forth the valor of ny own dear countrynen, | assured himthat |
had seen them bl ow up a hundred enenies at once in a siege, and as
many in a ship, and beheld the dead bodi es come down in pieces from
the clouds, to the great diversion of the spectators.

| was going on to nore particulars, when ny naster conmanded ne
silence. He said whoever understood the nature of Yahoos mi ght
easily believe it possible for so vile animals to be capabl e of
every action | had naned, if their strength and cunning squalled their
mal i ce. But as mny discourse had increased his abhorrence of the
whol e species, so he found it gave hima disturbance in his mnd, to
whi ch he was wholly a stranger before. He thought his ears being
used to such abom nabl e words, might by degrees adnit themwth |ess
detestation. That although he hated the Yahoos of this country, yet he
no nore blanmed them for their odious qualities, than he did a gnnayh
(a bird of prey) for its cruelty, or a sharp stone for cutting his
hoof. But when a creature pretending to reason could be capabl e of
such enornmities, he dreaded | est the corruption of that faculty
m ght be worse than brutality itself. He seened therefore confident,
that instead of reason, we were only possessed of sone quality
fitted to increase our natural vices; as the reflection froma
troubled streamreturns the i mage of an ill-shapen body, not only
| arger, but nore distorted.

He added, that he had heard too nuch upon the subject of war, both
in this and sone former discourses. There was another point which a
little perplexed himat present. | had informed him that sone of
our crew left their country on account of being ruined by Law, that
| had al ready expl ai ned the neaning of the word; but he was at a
|l oss how it should cone to pass, that the |aw which was intended for
every man's preservation, should be any nan's ruin. Therefore he
desired to be further satisfied what | nmeant by law, and the
di spensers thereof, according to the present practice in ny own
country; because he thought nature and reason were sufficient guides
for a reasonable animal, as we pretended to be, in show ng us what
we ought to do, and what to avoid.

| assured his Honor that |aw was a science wherein | had not nuch
conversed, further than by enpl oyi ng advocates, in vain, upon somne
i njustices that had been done ne: however, | would give himall the
satisfaction | was able.

| said there was a society of nen anong us, bred up fromtheir youth
inthe art of proving by words multiplied for the purpose, that
white is black, and black is white, according as they are paid. To
this society all the rest of the people are slaves. For exanple, if ny
nei ghbor has a mind to ny cow, he hires a |l awer to prove that he
ought to have nmy cow fromne. | nust then hire another to defend ny
right, it being against all rules of law that any man shoul d be
allowed to speak for himself. Nowin this case | who amthe right
owner |ie under two great disadvantages. First, ny |awer, being
practiced alnost fromhis cradle in defending fal sehood, is quite
out of his elenment when he woul d be an advocate for justice, which
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as an office unnatural, he always attenpts with great awkwardness if
not with ill-will. The second di sadvantage is that ny | awer nust
proceed with great caution, or else he will be reprinanded by the
judges, and abhorred by his brethren, as one that would | essen the
practice of the law. And therefore | have but two nethods to

preserve ny cow. The first is to gain over ny adversary's |awyer

with a double fee, who will then betray his client by insinuating that
he has justice on his side. The second way is for ny |lawer to nmake ny
cause appear as unjust as he can by the cow to belong to ny adversary:
and this, if it be skillfully done will certainly bespeak the favor of
t he bench.

Now, your Honour is to know that these judges an appointed to decide
all controversies of property, as well as for the trial of
crimnals, and picked out fromthe nost dexterous |awers, who are
grown old or lazy, and having been biassed all their |ives against
truth and equity, are under such a fatal necessity of favoring
fraud, perjury, and oppression, that | have known several of them
refuse a large bribe fromthe side where justice lay, rather than
injure the faculty, by doing any thing unbeconing their nature or
their office.

It is a maxi m anong t hese | awyers, that whatever has been done
before may | egally be done again: and therefore they take special care
to record all the decisions fornerly nmade agai nst comon justice and
t he general reason of mankind. These, under the nane of precedents,

t hey produce as authorities, to justify the nost iniquitous
opi nions; and the judges never fail of directing accordingly.

In pleading they studiously avoid entering into the nerits of the
cause, but are loud, violent, and tedious in dwelling upon al
ci rcunst ances which are not to the purpose. For instance, in the
case already nentioned, they never desire to know what claimor
title ny adversary has to ny cow, but whether the said cow were red or
bl ack, her horns | ong or short, whether the field | graze her in be
round or square, whether she was nil ked at home or abroad, what
di seases she is subject to, and the like; after which they consult
precedents, adjourn the cause fromtinme to tinme, and in ten, twenty,
or thirty years, conme to an issue.

It is |likewise to be observed, that this society has a peculiar cant
and jargon of their own, that no other nortal can understand, and
wherein all their laws are witten, which they take special care to
nmul tiply; whereby they have wholly confounded the very essence of
truth and fal sehood, of right and wong; so that it will take thirty
years to decide whether the field left ne by nmy ancestors for six
generations belongs to ne, or to a stranger three hundred mles off.

In the trial of persons accused for crines against the state the
method is nuch nore short and conmmendabl e: the judge first sends to
sound the disposition of those in power, after which he can easily
hang or save the crinminal, strictly preserving all due forms of |aw

Here ny naster interposing, said it was a pity that creatures
endowed with such prodigious abilities of mind as these | awers, by
the description | gave of them nust certainly be, were not rather
encouraged to be instructors of others in w sdom and know edge. In
answer to which | assured his Honor that in all points out of their
own trade, they were usually the nost ignorant and stupid generation
among us, the nost despicable in conmon conversation, avowed enem es
to all know edge and | earning, and equally to pervert the genera
reason of mankind in every other subject of discourse, as in that of
t heir own profession.

CHAPTER VI

My master was yet wholly at a | oss to understand what notives
could incite this race of |lawers to perplex, disquiet, and weary
t hensel ves, and engage in a confederacy of injustice, nerely for the
sake of injuring their fellow animals; neither could he conprehend
what | neant in saying they did it for hire. Wereupon | was at nuch
pains to describe to himthe use of noney, the materials it was nade
of, and the value of the netals; that when a Yahoo had got a great
store of this precious substance, he was able to purchase whatever
he had a nind to; the finest clothing, the noblest houses, great
tracts of land, the nost costly meats and drinks, and have his
choi ce of the nost beautiful ferales. Therefore since nobney al one
was able to performall these feats, our Yahoos thought they could
never have enough of it to spend or save, as they found thensel ves
inclined fromtheir natural bent either to profusion or avarice.
That the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man's | abor, and the
latter were a thousand to one in proportion to the forner. That the
bul k of our people were forced to live miserably, by |aboring every
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day for small wages to nmake a few live plentifully. | enlarged
nysel f much on these and nmany other particulars to the sane purpose;
but his Honor was still to seek; for he went upon a supposition that

all aninmals had a title to their share in the productions of the
earth, and especially those who presided over the rest. Therefore he
desired | would I et himknow what these costly neats were, and how any
of us happened to want them Whereupon | enumerated as many sorts as
cane into ny head, with the various nethods of dressing them which
could not be done without sending vessels by sea to every part of

the world, as well for liquors to drink, as for sauces, and

i nnurrer abl e ot her conveni ences. | assured himthat this whole gl obe of
earth nust be at |east three tinmes gone round, before one of our
better femal e Yahoos coul d get her breakfast or a cup to put it in. He
sai d that nmust needs be a niserable country which cannot furnish

food for its own inhabitants. But what he chiefly wondered at, was how
such vast tracts of ground as | described should be wholly wi thout
fresh water, and the people put to the necessity of sending over the
sea for drink. | replied that England (the dear place of ny

nativity) was conputed to produce three tinmes the quantity of food,
nore than its inhabitants are able to consune, as well as |liquors
extracted fromgrain, or pressed out of the fruit of certain trees,

whi ch nade excellent drink, and the sane proportion in every other
conveni ence of life. But, in order to feed the luxury and intenperance
of the nmales, and the vanity of the fenales, we sent away the greatest
part of our necessary things to other countries, fromwhence in return
we brought the nmaterials of diseases, folly, and vice, to spend

among ourselves. Hence it follows of necessity that vast nunbers of
our people are conpelled to seek their livelihood by beggi ng, robbing,
steal i ng, cheating, pinmping, forswearing, flattering, suborning,
forging, gamng, lying, fawning, hectoring, voting, scribbling,
star-gazi ng, poisoning, whoring, canting, libeling, free thinking, and
the Iike occupations: every one of which ternms, | was at nuch pains to
make hi m under st and.

That wi ne was not inported anong us fromforeign countries, to
supply the want of water or other drinks, but because it was a sort of
liquid which nade us nerry by putting us out of our senses, diverted
all nelancholy thoughts, begat wild extravagant imaginations in the
brain, raised our hopes, and bani shed our fears, suspended every
of fice of reason for a time, and deprived us of the use of our
linbs, till we fell into a profound sleep; although it nmust be
confessed, that we al ways awoke sick and dispirited and that the use
of this liquor filled us with di seases, which nmade our lives
unconfortabl e and short.

But beside all this, the bulk of our people supported thensel ves
by furni shing the necessities or conveniences of life to the rich, and
to each other. For instance, when | amat hone and dressed as
ought to be, | carry on ny body the worknmanship of a hundred
tradesnen; the building and furniture of my house enploy as many nore,
and five times the nunber to adorn nmy wife.

| was going on to tell himof another sort of people, who get
their livelihood by attending the sick, having upon some occasi ons
i nfornmed his Honor that many of ny crew had di ed of diseases. But here
it was with the utnmost difficulty that | brought himto apprehend what
| meant. He could easily conceive that a Houyhnhnm grew weak and heavy
a few days before his death, or by sone accident might hurt a Iinb.

But that nature, who works all things to perfection, should suffer any
pains to breed in our bodies, he thought inpossible, and desired to
know t he reason of so unaccountable an evil. | told himwe fed on a

t housand thi ngs which operated contrary to each other; that we ate
when we were not hungry, and drank w thout the provocation of

thirst; that we sat whole nights strong liquors without eating a

bit, which disposed us to sloth, inflaned our bodies, and precipitated
or prevented digestion. That prostitute femal e Yahoos acquired a
certain mal ady, which bred rottenness in the bones of those who fel
into their enbraces; that this and nany ot her di seases were propagated
fromfather to son, so that great nunbers conme into the world with
conpl i cated mal adi es upon thenm that it would be endless to give hima
cat al ogue of all diseases incident to human bodies; for they could not
be fewer than five or six hundred, spread over every linb and joint;
in short, every part, external and intestine, having di seases
appropriated to them To renmedy which there was a sort of people

bred up anong us, in the profession or pretense of curing the sick

And because | had sonme skill in the faculty, | would in gratitude to
his Honor | et himknow the whole nystery and nmethod by which they
pr oceed.

Their fundamental is that all diseases arise fromrepletion, from
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whi ch they conclude that a great evacuation of the body is

necessary, either through the natural passage or upwards at the nouth.
Their next business is fromherbs, minerals, guns, oils, shells,

salts, juices, seaweed, excrements, barks of trees, serpents, toads,
frogs, spiders, dead nmen's flesh and bone, birds, beasts and fi shes,
to forma conposition for snell and taste the nost aboni nabl e,
nauseous and detestable they can possibly contrive, which the

stomach immedi ately rejects with loathing; and this they call a vomt;
or else fromthe same storehouse, with some ot her poi sonous additions,
they command us to take in at the orifice above or below (just as

t he physician then happens to be disposed) a nedicine equal ly annoying
and disgustful to the bowels; which relaxing the belly, drives down
all before it, and this they call a purge or a cluster. For nature (as
t he physicians allege) having intended the superior anterior orifice
only for the introm ssion of solids and |iquids, and the inferior
posterior for ejection, these artists ingeniously considering that

in all diseases nature is forced out of her seat, therefore to replace
her in it the body nust be treated in a manner directly contrary, by

i nterchangi ng the use of each orifice, forcing solids and liquids in
at the anus, and maki ng evacuations at the nouth,

But besides real diseases we are subject to many that are only
i magi nary, for which the physicians have invented inaginary cures;

t hese have their several nanmes, and so have the drugs that are
proper for them and with these our fenal e Yahoos are al ways i nfested.

One great excellency in this tribe is their skiff at prognostics,
wherein they seldomfail; their predictions in real diseases, when
they rise to any degree of malignity, generally portendi ng death,
which is always in their power, when recovery is not: and therefore,
upon any unexpected signs of anmendnent, after they have pronounced
their sentence, rather than be accused as fal se prophets, they know
how to approve their sagacity to the world by a seasonabl e dose.

They are |ikew se of special use to husbands and wi ves who are grown
weary of their mates, to eldest sons, to great ninisters of state, and
often to princes.

| had fornerly upon occasion di scoursed with nmy master upon the
nature of governnent in general, and particularly of our own excell ent
constitution, deservedly the wonder and envy of the whole world. But
havi ng here accidentally nmentioned a mnister of state, he conmanded
me sone tine after to inform himwhat species of Yahoo
particularly neant by that appellation.

| told himthat a First or Chief Mnister of State, who was the
person | intended to describe, was a creature wholly exenpt fromjoy
and grief, love and hatred, pity and anger; at |east made use of no
ot her passions but a violent desire of wealth, power, and titles; that
he applies his words to all uses, except to the indication of his
m nd; that he never tells a truth but with an intent that you shoul d
take it for alie; nor alie but with a design that you should take it
for a truth; that those he speaks worst of behind their backs are in
the surest way of preferment; and whenever he begins to praise you
to others or to yourself, you are fromthat day forlorn. The worst
mark you can receive is a prom se, especially when it is confirnmed
with an oath; after which every wise man retires, and gives over al
hopes.

There are three nethods by which a man may rise to be chi ef
mnister: the first is by knowi ng how with prudence to di spose of a
wi fe, a daughter, or a sister: the second, by betraying or underm ning
his predecessor: and the third is by a furious zeal in public
assenbl i es against the corruptions of the court. But a w se prince
woul d rat her choose to enploy those who practice the | ast of these
net hods; because such zeal ots prove al ways the npbst obsequi ous and
subservient to the will and passions of their master. That these
m ni sters having all enploynents at their disposal, preserve
t hemsel ves in power by bribing the majority of a senate or great
council; and at last, by an expedient called an Act of |Indemity
(whereof | described the nature to him they secure thensel ves from
after reckonings, and retire fromthe public, laden with the spoils of
t he nati on.

The pal ace of a chief minister is a senminary to breed up others in
his own trade: the pages, |ackeys, and porter, by imtating their
master, becone nministers of state in their several districts, and
learn to excel in the three principal ingredients of insolence, |ying,
and bribery. Accordingly they have a subaltern court paid to them by
persons of the best rank, and sonetinmes by the force of dexterity
and i npudence arrive through several gradations to be successors to
their |ord.

He is usually governed by a decayed wench or favorite footnman, who
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are the tunnels through which all graces are conveyed, and nmay
properly be called, in the last resort, the governors of the ki ngdom

One day in discourse ny master, having heard ne nention the nobility
of my country, was pleased to make ne a conplinent which | could not
pretend to deserve: that he was sure | nust have been born of sone
noble fanily, because | far exceeded in shape, color, and cleanliness,
all the Yahoos of his nation, although | seemed to fail in strength
and agility, which nmust be inmputed to ny different way of living
fromthose other brutes; and besides |I was not only endowed with the
faculty of speech, but |ikewi se with sone rudinents of reason, to a
degree that with all his acquaintance | passed for a prodigy.

He made ne observe, that anmong the Houyhnhnns, the white, the
sorrel, and the iron grey were not so exactly shaped as the bay, the
dappl e grey, and the black; nor born with equal talents of the nind
or a capacity to inprove them and therefore continued always in the
condition of servants, without ever aspiring to match out of their own
race, which in that country woul d be reckoned nonstrous and unnat ur al

| made his Honor ny nobst hunbl e acknow edgnments for the good opinion
he was pleased to conceive of ne; but assured himat the sane tine
that nmy birth was of the |ower sort, having been born of plain
honest parents, who were just able to give ne a tol erable education
that nobility anong us was altogether a different thing fromthe
i dea he had of it; that our young noblemen are bred fromtheir
chil dhood in idleness and |uxury; that as soon as years will permt,
t hey consume their vigor and contract odious di seases anmong | ewd
femal es; and when their fortunes are al nost ruined, they marry sone
worman of nean birth, disagreeabl e person, and unsound constitution
nerely for the sake of noney, whomthey hate and despise. That the
productions of such marriages are generally scroful ous, rickety, or
deformed children; by which neans the fam |y sel dom conti nues above
three generations, unless the wife takes care to provide a healthy
father anong her nei ghbors or domestics, in order to inprove and
continue the breed. That a weak di seased body, a neagre countenance,
and sal | ow conpl exion, are the true nmarks of noble bl ood; and a
heal t hy robust appearance is so disgraceful in a man of quality,
that the world concludes his real father to have been a groomor a
coachman. The inperfections of his mind run parallel with those of his
body, being a conposition of spleen, dullness, ignorance, caprice,
sensual ity and pride.

Wthout the consent of this illustrious body no | aw can be
enacted, repealed, or altered; and these have the decision of al
our possessi ons w t hout appeal

CHAPTER VI |

The reader may be di sposed to wonder how | could prevail on nysel f
to give so free a representation of ny own species, anobng a race of
nortals who were already too apt to conceive the vil est opinion of
human kind, fromthat entire congruity betw xt me and their Yahoos.

But | must freely confess that the nany virtues of those excellent
guadr upeds placed in opposite view to hunan corruptions, had so far
opened ny eyes and enl arged nmy understandi ng, that | began to view the
actions and passions of man in a very different |light, and to think

t he honor of my own kind not worth managi ng; which, besides, it was

i npossible for me to do before a person of so acute a judgnment as ny
master, who daily convinced me of a thousand faults in nyself, whereof
I had not the |east perception before, and whi ch anong us woul d

never be nunbered even anobng human infirmties. | had |ikew se | earned
fromhis exanple an utter detestation of all fal sehood or disguise,
and truth appeared so amiable to me, that | deternined upon
sacrificing everything to it.

Let me deal so candidly with the reader as to confess that there was
yet a nuch stronger notive for the freedom!| took in my representation
of things. | had not been a year in this country before I contracted
such a love and veneration for the inhabitants, that | entered on a
firmresolution never to return to human kind, but to pass the rest of
ny |ife anong these adnirabl e Houyhnhnns in the contenpl ati on and
practice of every virtue; where | could have no exanple or
incitement to vice. But it was decreed by fortune, ny perpetual eneny,
that so great a felicity should not fall to nmy share. However, it is
now some confort to reflect that in what | said of my countrynen
extenuated their faults as much as | dared before so strict an
exam ner, and upon every article gave as favorable a turn as the
matter would bear. For indeed who is there alive that will not be
swayed by his bias and partiality to the place of his birth?

| have related the substance of several conversations | had with
ny master, during the greatest part of the time | had the honor to
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be in his service, but have indeed for brevity sake omitted nuch
nore than is here set down.

When | had answered all his questions, and his curiosity seened to
be fully satisfied, he sent for ne one norning early, and comandi ng
me to sit down at sone distance (an honor which he had never before
conferred upon ne), he said he had been very seriously considering
nmy whol e story, as far as it related both to nyself and nmy country;
that he | ooked upon us as sort of aninals to whose share, by what
acci dent he could not conjecture, sonme small pittance of reason had
fallen, whereof we nade no other use than by its assistance to
aggravate our natural corruptions, and to acquire new ones which
nature had not given us. That we di sarned ourselves of the few
abilities she had bestowed, had been very successful in nultiplying
our original wants, and seenmed to spend our whole lives in vain
endeavors to supply them by our own inventions. That as to nyself,
it was manifest | had neither the strength or agility of a common
Yahoo, that | walked infirmy on ny hinder feet, had found out a
contrivance to nake ny claws of no use or defense, and to renpve the
hair fromny chin, which was intended as a shelter fromthe sun and
the weather. Lastly, that | could neither run with speed, nor clinb
trees like nmy brethren (as he called thenm) the Yahoos in this country.

That our institutions of governnent and |aw were plainly owing to
our gross defects in reason, and by consequence, in virtue; because
reason alone is sufficient to govern a rational creature; which was
therefore a character we had no pretense to chall enge, even fromthe
account | had given of ny own people; although he nmanifestly perceived
that in order to favor them| had conceal ed many particul ars, and
often said the thing which was not.

He was the nore confirnmed in this opinion, because he observed
that as | agreed in every feature of ny body with other Yahoos, except
where it was to ny real disadvantage in point of strength, speed and
activity, the shortness of ny claws, and sone other particulars
where nature had no part; so fromthe representation | had given him
of our lives, our manners, and our actions, he found as near a
resenbl ance in the disposition of our minds. He said the Yahoos were
known to hate one another nore than they did any different species
of animals; and the reason usually assigned was the odi ousness of
their own shapes, which all could see in the rest, but not in
t hemsel ves. He had therefore begun to think it not unwise in us to
cover our bodies, and by that invention conceal nmany of our own
deformties fromeach other, which would el se be hardly supportable.
But he now found he had been m staken, and that the dissensions of
those brutes in his country were owing to the sane cause with ours, as
| had described them For if (said he) you throw anong five Yahoos
as much food as would be sufficient for fifty, they will, instead of
eating peaceably, fall together by the ears, each single one inpatient
to have all to itself; and therefore a servant was usually enpl oyed to
stand by while they were feedi ng abroad, and those kept at hone were
tied at a distance fromeach other: that if a cow died of age or
acci dent, before a Houyhnhnm could secure it for his own Yahoos, those
in the nei ghborhood would come in herds to seize it, and then would
ensue such a battle as | had described, with terrible wounds nmade by
their claws on both sides, although they sel domwere able to kil
one anot her, for want of such convenient instrunents of death as we
had invented. At other times the |ike battles have been fought between
t he Yahoos of several nei ghborhoods wi thout any visible cause; those
of one district watching all opportunities to surprise the next before
they are prepared. But if they find their project has mscarried, they
return home, and, for want of enenies, engage in what | call a civi
war anong thensel ves.

That in sonme fields of his country there are certain shining
stones of several colors, whereof the Yahoos are violently fond, and
when part of these stones is fixed in the earth, as it sometines
happens, they will dig with their claws for whole days to get them
out, then carry them away, and hide them by heaps in their kennels;
but still looking round with great caution, for fear their conrades
should find out their treasure. My master said he could never discover
the reason of this unnatural appetite, or how these stones could be of
any use to a Yahoo; but now he believed it nmight proceed fromthe sane
principle of avarice which | had ascribed to mankind: that he had
once, by way of experiment, privately renoved a heap of these stones
fromthe place where one of his Yahoos had buried it: whereupon the
sordid animal mssing his treasure, by his |oud | anenting brought
the whole herd to the place, there niserably how ed, then fell to
biting and tearing the rest, began to pine away, would neither eat nor
sl eep nor work, till he ordered a servant privately to convey the
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stones into the sane hole and hide them as before; which when his
Yahoo had found, he presently recovered his spirits and good hunor,
but took good care to renpve themto a better hiding place, and has
ever since been a very serviceable brute.

My master farther assured me, which | al so observed nyself, that
in the fields where the shining stones abound, the fiercest and nost
frequent battles are fought, occasioned by perpetual inroads of the
nei ghbori ng Yahoos.

He said it was comon when two Yahoos di scovered such a stone in a
field, and were contendi ng which of them should be the proprietor, a
third woul d take the advantage, and carry it away fromthem bot h;
whi ch ny nmaster woul d needs contend to have sone kind of resenbl ance
with our suits at law, wherein | thought it for our credit not to
undecei ve him since the decision he nentioned was nmuch nore equitable
than many decrees anong us; because the plaintiff and defendant
there | ost nothing beside the stone they contended for, whereas our
courts of equity would never have disnm ssed the cause while either
of themhad any thing left.

My master, his discourse, said there was nothing that rendered the
Yahoos nore odi ous than their undi stinguishing appetite to devour
every thing that came in their way, whether herbs, roots, berries, the
corrupted flesh of aninmals, or all ningled together; and it was
peculiar in their tenper that they were fonder of what they could
get by rapine or stealth at a greater distance than nuch better food
provided for themat honme. If their prey held out, they would eat til
they were ready to burst, after which nature had pointed out to thema
certain root that gave them a general evacuation

There was al so anot her kind of root very juicy, but somewhat rare
and difficult to be found, which the Yahoos sought for w th nuch
eagerness, and would suck it with great delight; and it produced in
them the same effects that wine has upon us. It would nmake them
soneti nes hug, and sonetines tear one another; they would how and
grin, and chatter, and reel, and tunble, and then fall asleep in the
dirt.

| did indeed observe that the Yahoos were the only animals in this
country subject to any diseases; which, however, were nuch fewer
t han horses have anbng us, and contracted not by any ill treatnent
they neet with, but by the nastiness and greedi ness of that sordid
brute. Neither has their |anguage any nore than a genera
appel l ati on for those nul adi es, which is borrowed fromthe nane of the
beast, and call ed Hnea- Yahoo, or the Yahoo's evil, and the cure
prescribed is a m xture of their own dung and urine forcibly put
down the Yahoo's throat. This | have since often known to have been
taken with success, and do freely recommend it to ny countrynen, for
the public good, as an admirable specific against all diseases
produced by repletion

As to learning, governnent, arts, manufactures, and the like, ny
master confessed he could find little or no resenbl ance between the
Yahoos of that country and those in ours. For he only nmeant to observe
what parity there was in our natures. He had heard i ndeed sone curious
Houyhnhnns observe that in nost herds there was a sort of ruling Yahoo
(as anobng us there is generally sone |leading or principal stag in a
park), who was al ways nore defornmed in body and mischievous in
di sposition than any of the rest. That this | eader had usually a
favorite as like hinmself as he could get, whose enploynment was to |ick
his master's feet and posteriors, and drive the fenal e Yahoos to his
kennel ; for which he was now and then rewarded with a piece of ass's
flesh. This favorite is hated by the whole herd, and therefore to
protect hinself, keeps al ways near the person of his |eader. He
usual ly continues in office till worse can be found; but the very
nmonent he is discarded, his successor, at the head of all the Yahoos
in that district, young and old, nmale and female, cone in a body,
and di scharge their excrements upon himfromhead to foot. But how far
this mght be applicable to our courts and favorites, and mnisters of
state, nmy master said | could best determn ne

| dared make no return to this malicious insinuation, which
debased hunman under st andi ng bel ow t he sagacity of a conmon hound,
who has judgnment enough to distinguish and follow the cry of the
abl est dog in the pack, wi thout being ever nistaken

My master told nme there were sone qualities remarkable in the
Yahoos, which he had not observed ne to nention, or at |east very
slightly, in the accounts | had given himof human kind. He said those
animals, like other brutes, had their females in conmmon; but in this
they differed, that the she Yahoo would admt the nale while she was
pregnant; and that the hes would quarrel and fight with the fenmal es as
fiercely as with each other. Both which practices were such degrees of
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brutality, that no other sensitive creature ever arrived at.

Anot her thing he wondered at in the Yahoos was their strange
di sposition to nastiness and dirt, whereas there appears to be a
natural |ove of cleanliness in all other animals. As to the forner
accusation, | was glad to let it pass w thout any reply, because |I had
not a word to offer upon it in defense of ny species, which
otherwise | certainly had done fromny own inclinations. But | could
have easily vindicated human kind fromthe inputation of singularity
upon the last article, if there had been any swine in that country (as
unluckily for me there were not), which although it nay be a sweeter
guadruped than a Yahoo, cannot | hunbly conceive in justice pretend to
nore cl eanliness; and so his Honor hinself nust have owned, if he
had seen their filthy way of feeding, and their custom of wall ow ng
and sl eeping in the nud.

My master |ikew se nentioned another quality which his servants
had di scovered in several Yahoos, and to hi mwas whol |y unaccountabl e.
He said, a fancy would sonetimes take a Yahoo to retire into a corner
to lie down and how and groan, and spurn away all that cane near him
al t hough he were young and fat, wanted neither food nor water; nor did
the servants imagi ne what could possibly ail him And the only
renmedy they found was to set himto hard work, after which he would
infallibly cone to hinself. To this | was silent out of partiality
to my own kind; yet here I could plainly discover the true seeds of
spl een, which only seizes on the |lazy, the luxurious, and the rich
who, if they were forced to undergo the sane reginmen, | would
undertake for the cure.

Hi s Honor had further observed that a femal e Yahoo woul d often stand
behi nd a bank or a bush, to gaze on the young nal es passing by, and
t hen appear, and hide, using many antic gestures and grinaces, at
which time it was observed that she had a nost offensive snell; and
when any of the males advanced, would slowy retire, |ooking often
back, and with a counterfeit show of fear, run off into sone
conveni ent place where she knew the rmal e would foll ow her

At other tines if a fenmale stranger cane anong them three or four
of her own sex woul d get about her, and stare and chatter, and grin,
and snmell her all over; and then turn off with gestures that seened to
express contenpt and di sdai n.

Perhaps ny naster might refine a little in these specul ations, which
he had drawn from what he observed hinmsel f, or had been told hi mby
ot hers; however, | could not reflect without sone amazenent, and
much sorrow, that the rudiments of coquetry, censure, and scandal
shoul d have place by instinct in womanki nd.

| expected every nonent that my master would accuse the Yahoos of
t hose unnatural appetites in both sexes, so commopn anong us. But
nature, it seenms, has not been so expert a school mistress; and
these politer pleasures are entirely the productions of art and
reason, on our side of the gl obe

CHAPTER VI |

As | ought to have understood human nature nuch better than |
supposed it possible for ny master to do, so it was easy to apply
the character he gave of the Yahoos to nyself and ny countrynen; and
believed | could yet nmake farther discoveries fromm own observation
| therefore often begged his favor to |l et nme go anong the herds of
Yahoos in the nei ghborhood, to which he always very graciously
consented, being perfectly convinced that the hatred | bore those
brutes woul d never suffer me to be corrupted by them and his Honor
ordered one of his servants, a strong sorrel nag, very honest and
good-natured, to be nmy guard, w thout whose protection | dare not
undertake such adventures. For | have already told the reader how nuch
| was pestered by those odi ous animals upon ny first arrival. And
afterwards failed very narrowWy three or four tines of falling into
their clutches, when | happened to stray at any di stance w thout ny
hanger. And | have reason to believe they had sonme inagination that
I was of their own species, which | often assisted nyself, by
stripping up ny sleeves, and showi ng ny naked arns and breast in their
sight, when ny protector was with ne. At which tinmes they would
approach as near as they dare, and inmtate ny actions after the manner
of nmonkeys, but ever with great signs of hatred; as a tane jackdaw
with cap and stockings is always persecuted by the wild ones, when
he happens to get anobng them

They are prodigiously ninble fromtheir infancy; however, | once
caught a young nmale of three years old, and endeavored by all narks of
tenderness to make it quiet; but the little inp fell a squalling and
scratching and biting with such violence that | was forced to let it
go; and it was high tine, for a whole troop of old ones cane about
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us at the noise, but finding the cub was safe (for away it ran), and
ny sorrel nag being by, they dare not venture near us. | observed
the young animal's flesh to snmell very rank, and the stink was
sonmewhat between a weasel and a fox, but much nore di sagreeabl e.
forgot another circunstance (and perhaps | might have the reader's
pardon if it were wholly omitted), that while | held the odious vermn
in my hands, it voided its filthy excrements of a yellow liquid
substance, all over ny clothes; but by good fortune there was a
smal | brook hard by, where | washed nyself as clean as | coul d;
although | dare not cone into nmy nmaster's presence, until | were
sufficiently aired.

By what | could discover, the Yahoos appear to be the nopst
unt eachabl e of all animals, their capacities never reaching higher
than to draw or carry burdens. Yet | am of opinion this defect
arises chiefly froma perverse, restive disposition. For they are
cunning, malicious, treacherous, and revengeful. They are strong and
hardy, but of a cowardly spirit, and by consequence, insolent, abject,
and cruel. It is observed that the red haired of both sexes are nore
i bi di nous and m schi evous than the rest, whomyet they much exceed in
strength and activity.

The Houyhnhnns keep the Yahoos for present use in huts not far
fromthe house; but the rest are sent abroad to certain fields,
where they dig up roots, eat several kinds of herbs, and search
about for carrion, or sonetinmes catch weasels and | uhi nuhs (a sort
of wild rat), which they greedily devour. Nature has taught themto
dig deep holes with their nails on the side of a rising ground,
wherein they lie by thenmselves; only the kennels of the fenales are
larger, sufficient to hold two or three cubs.

They swimfromtheir infancy like frogs, and are able to continue
| ong under water, where they often take fish, which the fenal es
carry home to their young. And upon this occasion, | hope the reader
wi Il pardon nmy relating an odd adventure.

Bei ng one day abroad with nmy protector, the sorrel nag, and the
weat her exceeding hot, | entreated himto let nme bathe in a river that
was near. He consented, and | imrediately stripped nyself stark naked,
and went down softly into the stream It happened that a young
femal e Yahoo, standing behind a bank, saw the whol e proceeding, and
i nfl aned by desire, as the nag and | conjectured, cane running with
all speed, and | eaped into the water, within five yards of the place
where | bathed. | was never in ny life so terribly frighted; the nag
was grazing at sone di stance, not suspecting any harm She enbraced ne
after a nost ful sone manner; | roared as loud as | could, and the
nag came gall opi ng towards ne, whereupon she quitted her grasp, with
the utnost reluctancy, and | eaped upon the opposite bank, where she
stood gazing and howing all the time | was putting on nmy cl ot hes.

This was matter of diversion to nmy nmaster and his famly, as well as
of nortification to nyself. For now | could no | onger deny that I
was a real Yahoo in every linb and feature, since the fenales had a
natural propensity to ne, as one of their own species. Neither was the
hair of this brute of a red color (which night have been sone excuse
for an appetite a little irregular), but black as a sloe, and her
countenance did not make an appearance al together so hideous as the

rest of the kind; for, | think, she could not be above el even years
ol d.
Having lived three years in this country, the reader | suppose
will expect that | should, |like other travelers, give him sone account

of the manners and custons of its inhabitants, which it was indeed
ny principal study to |earn.

As these nobl e Houyhnhnnms are endowed by nature with a genera
di sposition to all virtues, and have no conceptions or ideas of what
is evil in arational creature, so their grand maximis to cultivate
reason, and to be wholly governed by it. Neither is reason anong
them a point problematical as with us, where nen can argue with
plausibility on both sides of the question; but strikes you with
i medi ate conviction; as it must needs do where it is not mngled,
obscured, or discolored by passion and interest. | renenber it was
with extreme difficulty that | could bring my master to understand the
neani ng of the word opinion, or how a point could be disputable;
because reason taught us to affirmor deny only where we are
certain, and beyond our know edge we cannot do either. So that
controversies, wanglings, disputes, and positiveness in false or
dubi ous propositions, are evils unknown anong the Houyhnhnms. In the
i ke manner when | used to explain to himour several systens of
natural philosophy, he would laugh that a creature pretending to
reason should value itself upon the know edge of other people's
conj ectures, and in things where that know edge, if it were certain,
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could be of no use. Wherein he agreed entirely with the sentinments
of Socrates, as Plato delivers them which | nention as the highest
honor | can do that prince of philosophers. | have often since
reflected what destruction such a doctrine would nmake in the libraries
of Europe, and how many paths to fane woul d be then shut up in the
| earned worl d.
Fri endshi p and benevol ence are the two principal virtues among the
Houyhnhnns, and these not confined to particular objects, but
uni versal to the whole race. For a stranger fromthe renptest part
is equally treated with the nearest neighbor, and wherever he goes
| ooks upon hinself as at hone. They preserve decency and civility in
t he hi ghest degrees, but are altogether ignorant of cerenobny. They
have no fondness for their colts or foals, but the care they take in
educating them proceeds entirely fromthe dictates of reason. And
observed ny master to show the same affection to his neighbor's
i ssue that he had for his own. They will have it that nature teaches
themto |l ove the whole species, and it is reason only that makes a
di stinction of persons, where there is a superior degree of virtue.
VWhen t he matron Houyhnhnms have produced one of each sex, they no
| onger acconpany with their consorts, except they |ose one of their
i ssue by sone casualty, which very sel dom happens; but in such a
case they neet again; or when the |like accident befalls a person whose
wife is past bearing, some other couple bestow on himone of their own
colts, and then go together again till the nother is pregnant. This
caution is necessary to prevent the country from being overburdened
wi th nunbers. But the race of inferior Houyhnhnns bred up to be
servants is not so strictly limted upon this article; these are
all owed to produce three of each sex, to be donestics in the noble

fam |l ies.
In their nmarriages they are exactly careful to choose such colors as
wi Il not make any di sagreeable mixture in the breed. Strength is

chiefly valued in the nale, and coneliness in the fenmale; not upon the
account of |ove, but to preserve the race from degenerating; for where
a fenmal e happens to excel in strength, a consort is chosen with regard
to coneliness. Courtship, love, presents, jointures, settlenents, have
no place in their thoughts, or terns whereby to express themin

their | anguage. The young couple neet and are joined, nerely because
it is the determination of their parents and friends: it is what

they see done every day, and they | ook upon it as one of the necessary
actions of a rational being. But the violation of narriage, or any

ot her unchastity, was never heard of; and the married pair pass

their lives with the sane friendship and nmutual benevol ence that

they bear to all others of the same species who cone in their way;

wi t hout jeal ousy, fondness, quarrelling, or discontent.

In educating the youth of both sexes, their nethod is adnirable, and
hi ghly deserves our imtation. These are not suffered to taste a grain
of oats, except upon certain days, till eighteen years old; nor
mlk, but very rarely; and in sumer they graze two hours in the
nmorni ng, and as long in the evening, which their parents |ikew se
observe; but the servants are not allowed above half that time, and
a great part of their grass is brought home, which they eat at the
nost conveni ent hours, when they can be best spared from work.

Temper ance, industry, exercise and cleanliness, are the | essons
equal |y enjoined to the young ones of both sexes; and ny naster
t hought it nmonstrous in us to give the females a different kind of
education fromthe males, except in sonme articles of donestic
managenent ; whereby, as he truly observed, one half of our natives
were good for nothing but bringing children into the world; and to
trust the care of our children to such useless aninmals, he said, was
yet a greater instance of brutality.

But the Houyhnhnns train up their youth to strength, speed, and
har di ness, by exercising themin running races up and down steep
hills, and over hard stony grounds; and when they are all in a
sweat, they are ordered to | eap over head and ears into a pond or
river. Four times a year the youth of a certain district neet to
show their proficiency in running and | eaping, and other feats of
strength and agility; where the victor is rewarded with a song nmade in
his or her praise. On this festival the servants drive a herd of
Yahoos into the field, laden with hay and oats and nmilk, for a
repast to the Houyhnhnns; after which these brutes are i mediately
driven back again, for fear of being noisonme to the assenbly.

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there is a
representative council of the whole nation, which neets in a plain
about twenty niles fromour house, and continues about five or six
days. Here they inquire into the state and condition of the several
di stricts; whether they abound or be deficient in hay or oats, or cows
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or Yahoos. And wherever there is any want (which is seldom it is
i medi ately supplied by unani mous consent and contribution. Here
i kewi se the regulation of children is settled: as for instance, if
a Houyhnhnm has two nmal es, he changes one of themwi th another that
has two femal es; and when a child has been | ost by any casualty, where
the nother is past breeding, it is determ ned what fanily in the
district shall breed another to supply the I oss.

CHAPTER 1| X

One of these grand assenblies was held in ny tine, about three
nmont hs before nmy departure, whither nmy master went as the
representative of our district. In this council was resuned their
ol d debate, and indeed, the only debate which ever happened in that
country; whereof ny master after his return gave ne a very
particul ar account.

The question to be debated was whet her the Yahoos shoul d be
exterm nated fromthe face of the earth. One of the nmenbers for the
affirmati ve offered several argunents of great strength and weight,
al l eging that as the Yahoos were the nost filthy, noisonme, and
def ormed ani mal which nature ever produced, so they were the nost
restive and indocible, mschievous and malicious: they would privately
suck the teats of the Houyhnhnns' cows, kill and devour their cats,
tranple down their oats and grass, if they were not continually
wat ched, and commit a thousand ot her extravagancies. He took notice of
a general tradition, that Yahoos had not been always in that
country; but that nany ages ago two of these brutes appeared
t oget her upon a nountain, whether produced by the heat of the sun upon
corrupted nud and sline, or fromthe ooze and froth of the sea, was
never known. That these Yahoos engendered, and their brood in a
short tinme grew so nunmerous as to overrun and infest the whole nation
That the Houyhnhnns to get rid of this evil, nmade a general hunting,
and at |ast enclosed the whole herd; and destroying the el der, every
Houyhnhnm kept two young ones in a kennel, and brought themto such
a degree of taneness, as an ani mal so savage by nature can be
capabl e of acquiring; using themfor draught and carriage. That
there seemed to be nuch truth in this tradition, and that those
creatures could not be Yl nhnianmshy (or aborigines of the Iand),
because of the violent hatred the Houyhnhnns, as well as all other
ani mal s, bore them which although their evil disposition sufficiently
deserved, could never have arrived at so high a degree, if they had
been aborigi nes, or else they would have | ong since been rooted out.
That the inhabitants taking a fancy to use the service of the
Yahoos, had very inprudently neglected to cultivate the breed of
asses, which were a conely animal, easily kept, nore tane and orderly,
wi t hout any of fensive snell, strong enough for |abor, although they
yield to the other in agility of body; and if their braying be no
agreeabl e sound, it is far preferable to the horrible how ings of
t he Yahoos.

Several others declared their sentinents to the same purpose, when
ny master proposed an expedient to the assenbly, whereof he had indeed
borrowed the hint fromnme. He approved of the tradition nmentioned by
t he honorabl e nenber who spoke before, and affirmed that the two
Yahoos said to be first seen anong them had been driven there over the
sea; that conming to | and and being forsaken by their conpani ons they
retired to the nountains, and degenerating by degrees, becane in
process of tine, much nore savage than those of their own species in
the country fromwhere these two originals cane. The reason of his
assertion was that he had now in his possession a certain wonderful
Yahoo (nmeani ng nysel f), which nost of them had heard of, and nany of
them had seen. He then related to them how he first found ne; that
ny body was all covered with an artificial conmposure of the skins
and hairs of other aninals; that | spoke in a | anguage of ny own,
and had thoroughly learned theirs; that | had related to himthe
acci dents which brought ne there; that when he saw ne wi thout ny
covering | was an exact Yahoo in every part, only of a whiter col or
| ess hairy, and with shorter claws. He added how | had endeavored to
persuade himthat in ny own and other countries the Yahoos acted as
t he governing, rational aninmal, and held the Houyhnhnns in
servitude; that he observed in ne all the qualities of a Yahoo, only a
little nore civilized by sone tincture of reason, which however was in
a degree as far inferior to the Houyhnhnmrace as the Yahoos of
their country were to ne; that anmong other things | nmentioned a custom
we had of castrating Houyhnhnnms when they were young, in order to
render themtame; that the operation was easy and safe; that it was no
shame to |l earn wisdomfrombrutes, as industry is taught by the ant,
and building by the swallow. (For so |I translate the word |yhannh
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although it be a much larger fow.) That this invention m ght be
practiced upon the younger Yahoos here, which, besides rendering
themtractable and fitter for use, would in an age put an end to the
whol e species without destroying life. That in the neantine the
Houyhnhnns shoul d be exhorted to cultivate the breed of asses,

which, as they are in all respects nore valuable brutes, so they
have this advantage, to be fit for service at five years old, which

the others are not till twelve.
This was all my master thought fit to tell me at that tinme of what
passed in the grand council. But he was pleased to conceal one

particular, which related personally to nyself, whereof | soon felt
t he unhappy effect, as the reader will knowin its proper place, and
fromwhich | date all the succeeding nisfortunes of ny life.

The Houyhnhnns have no letters, and consequently their know edge
is all traditional. But there happening few events of any nmonent anpng
a people so well united, naturally disposed to every virtue, wholly
governed by reason, and cut off fromall conmerce with other
nations, the historical part is easily preserved w thout burdening
their nenories. | have already observed that they are subject to no
di seases, and therefore can have no need of physicians. However,

t hey have excel |l ent nedici nes conmposed of herbs, to cure accidental
brui ses and cuts in the pastern or frog of the foot by sharp stones,
as well as other mainms and hurts in the several parts of the body.

They cal cul ate the year by the revolution of the sun and the noon,
but use no subdivisions into weeks. They are well enough acquai nted
with the notions of those two |uminaries, and understand the nature of
eclipses; and this is the utnmost progress of their astronony.

In poetry they nmust be allowed to excel all other nortals; wherein
the justness of their siniles, and the m nuteness, as well as
exactness of their descriptions, are indeed ininmitable. Their verses
abound very much in both of these, and usually contain either sone
exal ted notions of friendship and benevol ence, or the praises of those
who were victors in races and other bodily exercises. Their buil dings,
al t hough very rude and sinple, are not inconvenient, but well
contrived to defend themfromall injuries of cold and heat. They have
a kind of tree, which at forty years old | oosens in the root, and
falls with the first storm they grow very strai ght, and bei ng pointed
like stakes with a sharp stone (for the Houyhnhnns know not the use of
iron), they stick themerect in the ground about ten inches asunder
and then weave in oat straw, or sometines wattles betw xt them The
roof is nade after the same manner, and so are the doors.

The Houyhnhnns use the hol |l ow part between the pastern and the
hoof of their fore feet as we do our hands, and this with greater
dexterity than I could at first inmagine. | have seen a white mare of
our family thread a needle (which I lent her on purpose) wth that
joint. They mlk their cows, reap their oats, and do all the work
whi ch requires hands, in the same manner. They have a kind of hard
flints, which by grinding agai nst other stones, they forminto
instruments, that serve instead of wedges, axes, and hamrers. Wth
tools made of these flints they |ikewi se cut their hay and reap
their oats, which there groweth naturally in several fields: the
Yahoos draw hone the sheaves in carriages, and the servants tread them
in certain covered huts, to get out the grain, which is kept in
stores. They nmke a rude kind of earthen and wooden vessels, and
bake the former in the sun

If they can avoid casualties, they die only of old age, and are
buried in the nost obscure places that can be found, their friends and
rel ati ons expressing neither joy nor grief at their departure; nor
does the dying person discover the |east regret that he is | eaving the
world, any nore than if he were upon returning hone froma visit to
one of his neighbors. | renenmber ny master having once nmade an
appointnent with a friend and his famly to come to his house upon
some affair of inmportance, on the day fixed the nistress and her two
children cane very | ate; she nade two excuses, first for her
husband, who, as she said, happened that very norning to shnuwnh.

The word is strongly expressive in their |anguage, but not easily
rendered into English; it signifies, to retire to his first nother.
Her excuse for not conming sooner was that her husband dying late in

t he norning, she was a good while consulting her servants about a
conveni ent place where his body should be laid; and | observed she
behaved hersel f at our house as cheerfully as the rest, and di ed about
three nonths after.

They live generally to seventy or seventy-five years, very seldomto
fourscore: sonme weeks before their death they feel a gradual decay,
but without pain. During this time they are nmuch visited by their
friends, because they cannot go abroad with their usual ease and
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sati sfaction. However, about ten days before their death, which they
seldomfail in conputing, they return the visits that have been nade
them by those who are nearest in the nei ghborhood, being carried in
a conveni ent sl edge drawn by Yahoos; which vehicle they use, not
only upon this occasion, but when they grow ol d, upon |ong journeys,
or when they are |anmed by any accident. And therefore when the dying
Houyhnhnns return those visits, they take a solem | eave of their
friends, as if they were going to sone renote part of the country,
where they designed to pass the rest of their lives.

| know not whether it may be worth observing that the Houyhnhnns
have no word in their | anguage to express any thing that is evil
except what they borrow fromthe deformties or ill qualities of the
Yahoos. Thus they denote the folly of a servant, an omission of a
child, a stone that cuts their feet, a continuance of foul or
unseasonabl e weat her, and the |ike, by adding to each the epithet of
Yahoo. For instance, Hhnm Yahoo, Wnahol m Yahoo, Ynl hmmdwi hl ma Yahoo,
and an ill-contrived house Ynhol mhnnr ohl hw Yahoo

| could with great pleasure enlarge further upon the manners and
virtues of this excellent people; but intending in a short tinme to
publish a volume by itself expressly upon that subject, | refer the
reader there, and in the neantime, proceed to relate my own sad
cat astrophe,

CHAPTER X

| had settled ny little economy to nmy own heart's content. My master
had ordered a roomto be nade for ne after their manner, about siXx
yards fromthe house; the sides and floors of which I plastered with
clay, and covered with rushmats of my own contriving; | had beaten
henp, which there grows wild, and made of it a sort of ticking; this
filled with the feathers of several birds | had taken with springes

made of Yahoos' hairs, and were excellent food. | had worked two
chairs with ny knife, the sorrel nag helping ne in the grosser and
nore | aborious part. When ny clothes were worn to rags, | made

nysel f others with the skins of rabbits, and of a certain beautiful
ani mal about the same size, called nnuhnoh, the skin of which is
covered with a fine dowmm. O these | |ikew se nade very tolerable
stockings. | soled ny shoes with wood which | cut froma tree and
fitted to the upper |eather, and when this was worn out, | supplied it
with the skins of Yahoos dried in the sun. | often got honey out of
hol | ow trees, which | mingled with water, or ate with ny bread. No man
could nore verify the truth of these two maxi ns, That nature is very
easily satisfied; and That necessity is the nother of invention. |
enj oyed perfect health of body, and tranquillity of mind; | did not
feel the treachery or inconstancy of a friend, nor the injuries of a
secret or open eneny. | had no occasion of bribing, flattering, or
pinping to procure the favor of any great man or of his minion.
want ed no fence against fraud or oppression; here was neither
physician to destroy ny body, nor lawer to ruin ny fortune; no
infornmer to watch nmy words and actions, or forge accusati ons agai nst
nme for hire; here were no gibers, censurers, backbiters,
pi ckpockets, hi ghwaynmen, housebreakers, attorneys, bawds, buffoons,
ganesters, politicians, wits, splenetics, tedious talkers,
controvertists, ravishers, nmurderers, robbers, virtuosos; no | eaders
or followers of party and faction; no encouragers to vice, by
seducenent or exanples; no dungeon, axes, gibbets, whipping posts,
or pillories; no cheating shopkeepers or nechanics; no pride,
vanity, or affectation; no fops, bullies, drunkards, strolling whores,
or poxes; no ranting, |ewd, expensive w ves; no stupid, proud pedants;
no inmportunate, overbearing, quarrel sone, noisy, roaring, enpty,
concei ted, swearing conpanions; no scoundrels, raised fromthe dust
for the sake of their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account
of their virtues: no lords, fiddlers, judges, or dancing nasters.

| had the favor of being admitted to several Houyhnhnns, who cane to
visit or dine with ny naster; where his Honor graciously suffered ne
to wait in the room and listen to their discourse. Both he and his
conpany woul d often descend to ask ne questions, and receive ny
answers. | had al so sonetines the honor of attending my master in
his visits to others. | never presuned to speak, except in answer to a
guestion; and then | did it with inward regret, because it was a
| oss of so nuch tinme for inmproving nyself; but | was infinitely
delighted with the station of an hunble auditor in such conversations,
where not hi ng passed but what was useful, expressed in the fewest
and nost significant words; where the greatest decency was observed,
wi t hout the | east degree of cerenony; where no person spoke without
bei ng pl eased hinsel f, and pl easing his comnpani ons; where there was no
i nterruption, tedi ousness, heat, or difference of sentinments. They
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have a notion that when people are net together, a silence does nuch
i nprove conversation: this | found to be true; for during those little
interm ssions of talk, newideas would arise in their thoughts,
whi ch very nuch enlivened the discourse. Their subjects are
generally on friendship and benevol ence, or order and econony;
soneti nes upon the visible operations of nature, or ancient
traditions; upon the bounds and Iimts of virtue; upon the unerring
rul es of reason, or upon sone determinations to be taken at the next
great assenbly; and often upon the various excellencies of poetry.
may add without vanity that my presence often gave them sufficient
matter for discourse, because it afforded nmy master an occasion of
letting his friends into the history of me and ny country, upon
which they were all pleased to descant in a nanner not very
advant ageous to human kind; and for that reason | shall not repeat
what they said: only | may be allowed to observe that his Honor, to ny
great admiration, appeared to understand the nature of Yahoos in al
countries nuch better than myself. He went through all our vices and
follies, and di scovered many which | had never nentioned to him by
only supposing what qualities a Yahoo of their country, with a smal
proportion of reason, night be capabl e of exerting; and concl uded,
with too nmuch probability, how vile as well as niserable such a
creature nust be.

| freely confess that all the little know edge | have of any val ue
was acquired by the lectures | received frommny master, and from
hearing the discourses of himand his friends; to which | should be
prouder to listen than to dictate to the greatest and wi sest

assenbly in Europe. | adnired the strength, coneliness, and speed of
the inhabitants; and such a constellation of virtues in such am able
persons produced in nme the highest veneration. At first, indeed, |I did

not feel that natural awe which the Yahoos and all other animals
bear towards thenm but it grew upon nme by degrees, nuch sooner than
I inmagined, and was nmingled with a respectful |ove and gratitude, that
t hey woul d condescend to distinguish me fromthe rest of ny species.
When | thought of ny famly, ny friends, ny countrynen, or hunan
race in general, | considered themas they really were, Yahoos in
shape and di sposition, perhaps a little nore civilized, and
qualified with the gift of speech, but making no other use of reason
than to inprove and nmultiply those vices whereof their brethren in
this country had only the share that nature allotted them When
happened to behold the reflection of ny own formin a | ake or
fountain, | turned away ny face in horror and detestation of nyself,
and coul d better endure the sight of a common Yahoo than of ny own
person. By conversing with the Houyhnhnms, and | ooki ng upon them

with delight, | fell to initate their gait and gesture, which is now
grown into an habit, and nmy friends often tell me in a blunt way, that
I trot like a horse; which, however, | take for a great conplinent.
Neither shall | disown that in speaking | amapt to fall into the

voi ce and manner of the Houyhnhnnms, and hear nyself ridiculed on
that account without the least nortification

In the nmidst of all this happiness, and when | | ooked upon nyself to
be fully settled for life, ny naster sent for ne one norning a
little earlier than his usual hour. | observed by his countenance that

he was in sonme perplexity, and at a | oss how to begin what he had to
speak. After a short silence he told ne he did not know how | woul d

t ake what he was going to say; that in the | ast general assenbly, when
the affair of the Yahoos was entered upon, the representatives had
taken offense at his keeping a Yahoo (neaning myself) in his fanly
nore |i ke a Houyhnhnmthan a brute aninal. That he was known
frequently to converse with ne, as if he could receive sone

advantage or pleasure in nmy conpany; that such a practice was not
agreeabl e to reason or nature, nor a thing ever heard of before

among them The assenbly did therefore exhort him either to enploy ne
like the rest of my species, or cormand me to swi mback to the place
fromwhere | cane. That the first of these expedients was utterly
rejected by all the Houyhnhnms who had ever seen ne at his house or
their own: for they alleged that because | had sone rudi nents of
reason, added to the natural pravity of those animals, it was to be
feared | mght be able to seduce theminto the woody and nount ai nous
parts of the country, and bring themin troops by night to destroy the
Houyhnhnns cattle, as being naturally of the ravenous kind, and averse
from | abor.

My master added that he was daily pressed by the Houyhnhnns of the
nei ghbor hood to have the assenbly's exhortati on executed, which he
could not put off nuch |onger. He doubted it would be inpossible for
me to swimto another country, and therefore wished | would contrive
sonme sort of vehicle resenbling those | had described to him that
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m ght carry me on the sea; in which work | should have the

assi stance of his own servants, as well as those of his neighbors.
He concl uded that for his own part he could have been content to
keep ne in his service as long as | lived; because he found | had
cured nyself of sone bad habits and di spositions, by endeavoring, as
far as ny inferior nature was capable, to imtate the Houyhnhnns.

| should here observe to the reader, that a decree of the genera
assenbly in this country is expressed by the word hnhl oayn, which
signifies an exhortation, as near as | can render it; for they have no
conception how a rational creature can be conpelled, but only
advi sed or exhorted, because no person can di sobey reason w t hout
giving up his claimto be a rational creature.

| was struck with the utnost grief and despair at ny naster's
di scourse, and being unable to support the agonies | was under, | fel
into a swoon at his feet; when | cane to nyself he told me that he
concluded | had been dead (for these people are subject to no such
imbecilities of nature). | answered in a faint voice that death
woul d have been too great a happiness; that although | could not blane
t he assenbly's exhortation, or the urgency of his friends, yet, in
ny weak and corrupt judgnent, | thought it mght consist with reason
to have been less rigorous. That | could not swima |eague, and
probably the nearest land to theirs mght be distant above a
hundred; that many materials necessary for naking a small vessel to
carry nme off, were wholly wanting in this country, which, however,
woul d attenpt in obedience and gratitude to his Honor, although
concluded the thing to be inpossible, and therefore | ooked on nyself
as already devoted to destruction. That the certain prospect of an
unnatural death was the |east of nmy evils; for supposing | should
escape with life by sonme strange adventure, how could I think wth
tenper of passing ny days anong Yahoos, and relapsing into ny old
corruptions, for want of exanples to | ead and keep ne within the paths
of virtue? That | knew too well upon what solid reasons all the
determ nations of the wi se Houyhnhnns were founded, not to be shaken
by argunents of mine, a mserable Yahoo; and therefore, after
presenting himwi th my hunbl e thanks for the offer of his servants'
assistance in nmaking a vessel, and desiring a reasonable tine for so
difficult a work, |I told himl| would endeavor to preserve a wetched
being; and if ever | returned to Engl and, was not w thout hopes of
bei ng useful to ny own species by celebrating the praises of the
renowned Houyhnhnns, and proposing their virtues to the imtation of
manki nd.

My master in a few words nmade ne a very gracious reply, allowed ne
the space of two nonths to finish ny boat; and ordered the sorrel nag,
ny fellow servant (for so this distance | nmay presune to call him
to follow my instructions, because | told ny nmaster that his help
woul d be sufficient, and | knew he had a tenderness for ne.

In his conpany my first business was to go to that part of the coast

where ny rebellious crew had ordered ne to be set on shore. | got upon
a height, and | ooking on every side into the sea, fancied | saw a
smal | island towards the northeast: | took out ny pocket-glass, and

could then clearly distinguish it about five | eagues off, as
conputed; but it appeared to the sorrel nag to be only a blue cloud;
for as he had no conception of any country beside his own, so he could
not be as expert in distinguishing renpote objects at sea as we who
so much converse in that el enent.

After | had discovered this island, | considered no farther; but
resolved it should, if possible, be the first place of ny
bani shnment, | eaving the consequence to fortune.

| returned home, and consulting with the sorrel nag, we went into
a copse at sone distance, where | with ny knife, and he with a sharp
flint fastened very artificially after their manner to a wooden
handl e, cut down several oak wattles about the thickness of a
wal ki ng-staff, and sonme |arger pieces. But | shall not trouble the
reader with a particular description of ny own nechanics; let it
suffice to say that in six weeks tinme, with the help of the sorre
nag, who perfornmed the parts that required nost labor, | finished a
sort of Indian canoe, but nuch | arger, covering it with the skins of
Yahoos wel |l stitched together, with henpen threads of nmy own nuking.
My sail was |ikew se conposed of the skins of the sane animal; but I
nade use of the youngest | could get, the ol der being too tough and
thick; and | |ikew se provided nyself with four paddles. | laid in a
stock of boiled flesh, of rabbits and fows, and took with me two
vessel s, one fined with mlk and the other with water.

| tried ny canoe in a large pond near ny naster's house, and then
corrected in it what was am ss; stopping all the chinks with Yahoos
tallow, till | found it staunch, and able to bear ne and ny freight.

http://ww. Edi t PadPro. com Page 110 of

117



Printed with the trial version of EditPad Pro 04/ 08/ 2012

And when it was as conplete as | could possibly make it, | had it
drawn on a carriage very gently by Yahoos to the seaside, under the
conduct of the sorrel nag and another servant.

When all was ready, and the day canme for ny departure, | took
| eave of ny master and |lady and the whole famly, ny eyes flowing with
tears, and ny heart quite sunk with grief. But his Honor, out of
curiosity, and perhaps (if | nmay speak it without vanity) partly out
of ki ndness, was deternmined to see ne in my canoe, and got severa
of his neighboring friends to acconpany him | was forced to wait
above an hour for the tide, and then observing the wind very
fortunately bearing towards the island to which | intended to steer ny
course, | took a second |eave of my master; but as | was going to
prostrate nyself to kiss his hoof, he did ne the honor to raise it
gently to ny nouth. | amnot ignorant how much | have been censured
for nentioning this last particular. For nmy detractors are pleased
to think it inprobable that so illustrious a person should descend
to give so great a mark of distinction to a creature so inferior as |
Nei t her have | forgot how apt sone travelers are to boast of
extraordi nary favors they have received. But if these censurers were
better acquainted with the noble and courteous disposition of the
Houyhnhnns, they woul d soon change their opinion

| paid nmy respects to the rest of the Houyhnhnms in his Honor's
conpany; then getting into my canoe, | pushed off from shore.

CHAPTER Xl

| began this desperate voyage on February 15, 1714-5, at 9 o'clock
in the norning. The wind was very favorable; however, | nmade use at
first only of ny paddles; but considering | should soon be weary,
and that the wind m ght chop about, | ventured set up ny little
sail; and thus with the help of the tide | went at the rate of a
| eague and a half an hour, as near as | could guess. My master and his
friends continued on the shore till | was al nost out of sight; and
often heard the sorrel nag (who always |oved ne) crying out, Hnhuy illa
nyha maj ah Yahoo, Take care of thyself, gentle Yahoo.

My design was, if possible, to discover sonme snmall island
uni nhabi ted, yet sufficient by my labor to furnish me with the
necessaries of life, which | would have thought a greater happi ness
than to be first mnister in the politest court of Europe; so horrible
was the idea | conceived of returning to live in the society and under
t he government of Yahoos. For in such a solitude as | desired
could at least enjoy ny own thoughts, and reflect with delight on
the virtues of those ininitable Houyhnhnms, without any opportunity of
degenerating into the vices and corruptions of nmy own species.

The reader may renenber what | related when ny crew conspired
agai nst me and confined me to nmy cabin. How | continued there
several weeks without knowi ng what course we took; and when | was
put ashore in the |ong-boat, how the sailors told ne with oaths,
whet her true or false, that not in what part of the world we were.
However, | did then believe us to be about ten degrees southward of
t he Cape of Good Hope, or about 45' degrees souther |atitude, as
gat hered from some general words | overheard anong them being
supposed to the southeast in their intended voyage to Madagascar.
And al t hough this were but little better than conjecture, | resolved
to steer ny course eastward, hoping to reach the south-west coast of
New Hol | and, and perhaps sone such island as | desired, |ying westward
of it. The wind was full west, and by six in the evening | conputed
| had gone eastward at | east eighteen | eagues, when | spied a very
smal | island about half a | eague off, which |I soon reached. It was
not hing but a rock, with one creek, naturally arched by the force of
tenmpests. Here | put in nmy canoe, and clinmbing up a part of the

rock, | could plainly discover land to the east, extending from
south to north. | lay all night in ny canoe; and repeating my voyage
early in the norning, | arrived in seven hours to the south-east point

of New Hol l and. This confirmed me in the opinion | have |ong
entertained, that the maps and charts place this country at | east
three degrees nore to the east than it really is; which thought I
conmuni cated nany years ago to ny worthy friend M. Hernman Ml |, and
gave himny reasons for it, although he has rather chosen to foll ow
ot her aut hors.

| saw no inhabitants in the place where | |anded, and bei ng unarned,
| was afraid of venturing far into the country. | found sone shellfish
on the shore, and ate themraw, not daring to kindle a fire, for
fear of being discovered by the natives. | continued three days

feeding on oysters and |linpets, to save my own provisions; and
fortunately found a brook of excellent water, which gave ne great
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relief.

On the fourth day, venturing out early a little too far, | saw
twenty or thirty natives upon a height, not above five hundred yards
fromne. They were stark naked, men, wonen, and children, round a
fire, as | could discover by the snoke. One of them spied ne, and gave
notice to the rest; five of them advanced towards ne, |eaving the
worren and children at the fire. | nmade what haste | could to the
shore, and getting into ny canoe, shoved off: the savages observing ne
retreat, ran after ne; and before | could get far enough into the sea,
di scharged an arrow, which wounded ne deeply on the inside of ny

left knee (I shall carry the mark to nmy grave). | apprehended the
arrow m ght be poi soned, and paddling out of the reach of their
darts (being a calmday), | made a shift to suck the wound and dress

it as well as | could.

| was at a loss what to do, for | durst not return to the same
| andi ng- pl ace, but stood to the north, and was forced to paddle; for
the wi nd, though very gentle, was against ne, blow ng northwest. As
| was | ooking about for a secure | anding-place, | saw a sail to the
nort h-northeast, which appearing every minute nore visible, | was in
sone doubt whether | should wait for themor no; but at last ny
detestati on of the Yahoo race prevailed, and turning ny canoe,
sai |l ed and paddl ed together to the south, and got into the sane
creek fromwhence | set out in the norning, choosing rather to trust
nysel f anong these barbarians, than |live with European Yahoos. |
drew up my canoe as close as | could to the shore, and hid nyself
behind a stone by the little brook, which, as | have already said, was
excel l ent water.

The ship came within half a | eague of this creek, and sent her
| ong-boat with vessels to take in fresh water (for the place it
seens was very well known), but | did not observe it till the boat was
al nost on shore, and it was too |l ate to seek another hiding-place. The
seanen at their |anding observed ny canoe, and rummmaging it al
over, easily conjectured that the owner could not be far off. Four
of them well arned searched every cranny and |urking-hole, till at
last they found ne flat on ny face behind the stone. They gazed awhile
in admration at my strange uncouth dress, ny coat made of skins, ny
wooden-sol ed shoes, and ny furred stockings; from whence, however,
they concluded | was not a native of the place, who all go naked.

One of the seanen in Portuguese bid ne rise, and asked who | was. |
understood that | anguage very well, and getting upon feet, said

was a poor Yahoo, bani shed fromthe Houyhnhnns, and desired they would
pl ease to |l et me depart. They admired to hear ne answer themin
their own tongue, and saw by my conpl exion | nust be a European, but
were at a loss to know what | neant by Yahoos and Houyhnhnns, and at
the sane time fell a laughing at nmy strange tone in speaking, which
resenbl ed the neighing of a horse. |I trenbled all the while between
fear and hatred: | again desired | eave to depart, and was gently
noving to ny canoe; but they laid hold of nme, desiring to know what
country I was of, whence | cane, with many other questions. | told
them | was born in England, fromwhence | cane about five years ago,
and then their country and ours were at peace. | therefore hoped
they would not treat me as an eneny, since | neant them no harm but
was a poor Yahoo, seeking sone desol ate place where to pass the
remai nder of his unfortunate life.

When they began to talk, |I thought | never heard or saw any thing so
unnatural; for it appeared to ne as dog or a cow should speak in
Engl and, or a Yahoo in Houyhnhnm|and The honest Portuguese were
equal |y amazed at ny strange dress, and the odd nmanner of delivering
nmy words, which however they understood very well. They spoke to ne
with great humanity, and said they were sure the Captain would carry
me gratis to Lisbon, fromwhence | mght return to ny own country;
that two of the seanmen would go back to the ship, informthe Captain
of what they had seen, and receive his order; in the nean time, unless
I would give my solemm oath not to fly, they would secure ne by force.
| thought it best to conmply with their proposal. They were very
curious to know nmy story, but | gave themvery little satisfaction
and they all conjectured nmy msfortunes had inpaired nmy reason. In two
hours the boat, which went |aden with vessels of water, returned
with the Captain's command to fetch ne on board. | fell on ny knees to
preserve ny liberty; but all was in vain, and the nmen having tied ne
with cords, heaved ne into the boat, fromwhence | was taken into
the ship, and fromthence into the Captain's cabin.

H s name was Pedro de Mendez; he was a very courteous and generous
person; he entreated ne to give sone account of nyself, and desired to
know what | would eat or drink; said | should be used as well as
hi nsel f, and spoke so nmany obliging things, that | wondered to find
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such civilities froma Yahoo. However, | remmined silent and sullen;
was ready to faint at the very snell of himand his nen. At |ast |
desired sonething to eat out of ny own canoe; but he ordered ne a
chi cken and sone excellent wine, and then directed that | should be
put to bed in a very clean cabin. | would not undress nyself, but
lay on the bed-clothes, and in half an hour stole out, when

t hought the crew was at dinner, and getting to the side of the ship
was going to leap into the sea, and swmfor nmy life, rather than
conti nue anong Yahoos. But one of the seamen prevented nme, and
having inforned the Captain, | was chained to ny cabin.

After dinner Don Pedro cane to ne, and desired to know ny reason for
so desperate an attenpt, assured nme he only neant to do ne all the
service he was able, and spoke so very novingly, that at |ast |
descended to treat himlike an ani mal which had sone little portion of
reason. | gave hima very short relation of nmy voyage, of the
conspi racy agai nst me by own nen, of the country where they set ne
on shore, and of ny three years residence there. Al which he | ooked
upon as if it were a dreamor a vision; whereat | took great
of fense, for | had quite forgotten the faculty of lying, so peculiar
to Yahoos in all countries where they preside, and, consequently the
di sposition of suspecting truth in others of their own | asked him
whether it were the customin his country to say the thing that was
not. | assured himl had al nbst forgotten what he neant by
fal sehood, and if | had lived a thousand years in Houyhnhnml and, |
shoul d never have heard a lie fromthe neanest servant, that | was
al together indifferent whether he believed nme or not, but however,
inreturn for his favors, | would give so rmuch all owance to the
corruption of his nature as to answer any objection he would please to
make, and then he m ght easily discover the truth.

The Captain, a wise nman, after nany endeavors to catch nme tripping
in sone part of ny story, at |last began to have a better opinion of ny
veracity, and the rather, because he confessed he net with a Dutch
ski pper, who pretended to have | anded with five others of his crew
upon a certain island or continent south of New Holland, where they
went for fresh water, and observed a horse driving before him
several animals exactly resenbling those | described under the nanme of
Yahoos, with sone other particulars, which the Captain said he had
forgotten; because he then concluded themall to be lies. But he added
that since | professed so inviolable an attachnment to truth, | nust
give himny word of honor to bear himconpany in this voyage,
wi thout attenpting any thing against nmy life, or else he would
continue me a prisoner till we arrived at Lisbon. | gave himthe
prom se he required, but at the sanme tinme protested that | would
suffer the greatest hardships rather than return to |live anong Yahoos.

Qur voyage passed wi thout any considerable accident. In gratitude to
the Captain | sonetines sat with himat his earnest request, and
strove to conceal mny antipathy to human kind, although it often
br oke out, which he suffered to pass w thout observation. But the
greatest part of the day | confined nyself to ny cabin, to avoid
seeing any of the crew. The Captain had often entreated ne to strip
nysel f of ny savage dress, and offered to lend me the best suit of
cl othes he had. This | would not be prevailed on to accept,
abhorring to cover nmyself with any thing that had been on the back
of a Yahoo. | only desired he would lend ne two cl ean shirts, which
havi ng been washed since he wore them | believed would not so nuch
defile ne. These | changed every second day, and washed them nyself.

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5, 1715. At our landing the Captain
forced me to cover nyself with his cloak, to prevent the rabble from
crowdi ng about ne. | was conveyed to his own house, and at ny
earnest request he led ne up to the highest room backwards. | conjured
himto conceal fromall persons what | had told himof the Houyhnhnmns,
because the least hint of such a story would not only draw nunbers
of people to see nme, but probably put ne in danger of being
i mprisoned, or burned by the Inquisition. The Captain persuaded ne
to accept a suit of clothes newy nade; but | would not suffer the
tailor to take ny measure; however, Don Pedro being al nost of ny size
they fitted ne well enough. He accoutred me with other necessaries al
new, which | aired for twenty-four hours before | would use them

The Captain had no wife, nor above three servants, none of which
were suffered to attend at neals, and his whol e deportnment was so
obliging, added to very good human understanding, that | really
began to tolerate his conpany. He gained so far upon ne that |
ventured to | ook out of the back wi ndow By degrees | was brought into
anot her room from whence | peeped into the street, but drew ny head
back in a fright. In a week's tine he seduced ne down to the door.
found ny terror gradually | essened, but my hatred and cont enpt
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seenmed to increase. | was at last bold enough to walk the street in
hi s conpany, but kept ny nose well stopped with rue, or sonetines wth
t obacco.

In ten days Don Pedro, to whom | had given sonme account of ny
donestic affairs, put it upon me as a matter of honor and
consci ence, that | ought to return to ny native country, and live at
hone with ny wife and children. He told me there was an English ship
in the port just ready to sail, and he would furnish nme with al
t hi ngs necessary. It would be tedious to repeat his argunents, and
ny contradictions. He said it was altogether inpossible to find such a
solitary island as | had desired to live in; but I mght comrmand in ny
own house, and pass ny tine in a manner as recluse as | pleased.

| complied at last, finding | could not do better. | left Lisbon the
24t h day of Novenber, in an English nerchantman, but who was the
master | never inquired. Don Pedro acconpanied me to the ship, and
I ent ne twenty pounds. He took kind | eave of ne, and enbraced ne at
parting, which | bore as well as | could. During this |ast voyage
had no commerce with the master or any of his nen; but pretending
was sick, kept close in nmy cabin. On the fifth of Decenber, 1715, we
cast anchor in the Downs about nine in the norning, and at three in
the afternoon | got safe to ny house at Rotherhith.

My wife and fam |y received ne with great surprise and j oy,
because they concluded nme certainly dead; but | nust freely confess
the sight of themfilled ne only with hatred, disgust, and contenpt,
and the nore by reflecting on the near alliance | had to them For
al t hough since ny unfortunate exile fromthe Houyhnhnm country,
had compelled myself to tolerate the sight of Yahoos, and to
converse with Don Pedro de Mendez, yet my nmenory and inagination
were perpetually filled with the virtues and i deas of those exalted
Houyhnhnns. And when | began to consider that by copulating with one
of the Yahoo species | had beconme a parent of nore, it struck ne
with the utnost shame, confusion, and horror.

As soon as | entered the house, ny wife took me in her arnms and
ki ssed nme, at which, having not been used to the touch of that
odi ous ani mal for so many years, | fell in a swoon for al nost an hour
At the time | amwiting it is five years since ny last return to
Engl and: during the first year | could not endure ny wife or
children in ny presence, the very snell of themwas intolerable,
much | ess could | suffer themto eat in the sane room To this hour
they dare not presune to touch ny bread, or drink out of the same cup,
neither was | ever able to | et one of themtake me by the hand. The
first noney | laid out was to buy two young stone-horses, which |I keep
in a good stable, and next to themthe groomis ny greatest
favorite; for | feel ny spirits revived by the snell he contracts in
the stable. My horses understand nme tolerably well; | converse with
them at |east four hours every day. They are strangers to bridle or
saddle; they live in great amity with nme, and friendship to each

ot her.

CHAPTER XI

Thus, gentle reader, | have given thee faithful history of mny
travels for sixteen years and above seven nonths; wherein | have not
been so studi ous of ornanent as truth. | could perhaps |ike others

have astoni shed you with strange inprobable tales; but | rather
chose to relate plain matter of fact in the sinplest manner and style;
because ny principal design was to inform and not to anuse you

It is easy for us who travel into renpte countries, which are sel dom
visited by Englishnmen or other Europeans, to form descriptions of
wonder ful animals both at sea and | and. Whereas a traveler's chief aim
shoul d be to nake nmen wiser and better, and to inprove their ninds
by the bad as well as good exanpl e of what they deliver concerning
foreign places.

| could heartily wish a | aw was enacted, that every traveler, before
he were pernitted to publish his voyages, should be obliged to nake
oath before the Lord High Chancellor that all he intended to print was
absolutely true to the best of his know edge; for then the world would
no | onger be deceived as it usually is, while some witers, to make
their works pass the better upon the public, inpose the grossest
falsities on the unwary reader. | have perused several books of
travels with great delight in nmy younger days; but having since gone
over nmost parts of the globe, and been able to contradict many
fabul ous accounts fromny own observation, it has given ne a great
di sgust against this part of reading, and some indignation to see
the credulity of mankind so inpudently abused. Therefore since ny
acquai ntances were pleased to think nmy poor endeavors night not be
unacceptable to ny country, | inposed on nyself as a maxim never to
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be swerved from that | would strictly adhere to truth; neither indeed
can | be ever under the least tenptation to vary fromit, while

retain in ny mnd the | ectures and exanple of ny noble nmaster, and the
other illustrious Houyhnhnns, of whom | had so | ong the honor to be

a hunbl e bearer.

---Nec si mserum Fortuna Sinonemr
Finxit, vanum etiam nendacenque i nproba finget.

| know very well how little reputation is to be gotten by witings
whi ch require neither genius nor |earning, nor indeed any other
tal ent, except a good nmenory or an exact journal. | know |ikew se that
witers of travels, like dictionary-nakers, are sunk into oblivion
by the wei ght and bul k of those who cone after, and therefore lie
uppernost. And it is highly probable that such travel ers who shal
hereafter visit the countries described in this work of mne, may,
by detecting ny errors (if there be any), and addi ng many new
di scoveries of their own, jostle nme out of vogue, and stand in ny
pl ace, making the world forget that | was ever an author. This
i ndeed would be too great a nortification if | wote for fame: but, as
nmy sole intention was the PUBLIC GOOD, | cannot be altogether
di sappoi nted. For who can read of the virtues | have nmentioned in
t he gl ori ous Houyhnhnms, without being ashamed of his own vices,
when he considers hinself as the reasoning, governing animal of his
country? | shall say nothing of those renpte nations where Yahoos
presi de; anopngst which the | east corrupted are the Brobdi ngnhagi ans,
whose wise naxinms in norality and government it would be our happi ness
to observe. But | forbear descanting farther, and rather |eave the
judicious reader to own remarks and applications.

| amnot a little pleased that this work of mne can possibly neet
with no censurers: for what objections can be made against a witer
who relates only plain facts that happened in such distant
countries, where we have not the least interest with respect either to
trade or negotiations? | have carefully avoi ded every fault w th which
conmon witers of travels are often too justly charged. Besides, |
neddl e not the least with any party, but wite w thout passion
prejudice, or illwill against any man or nunber of men whatsoever. |
wite for the noblest end, to informand instruct mankind, over whom I
may, w thout breach of nodesty, pretend to some superiority, from
t he advantages | received by conversing so | ong anong the nost
acconpl i shed Houyhnhnns. | wite wthout any view towards profit or
praise. | never suffer a word to pass that may | ook like reflection
or possibly give the | east offence even to those who are nost ready to
take it. So that | hope | may with justice pronounce nyself an
aut hor perfectly bl amel ess, agai nst whomthe tribes of answerers,
consi derers, observers, reflecters, detecters, remarkers, will never
be able to find matter for exercising their talents.

| confess it was whispered to ne that | was bound in duty as a
subj ect of England to have given in a nmenorial to a Secretary of State
at ny first coming over; because whatever |ands are discovered by a
subj ect belong to the Crown. But | doubt whether our conquests in
the countries |I treat of, would be as easy as those of Ferdi nando
Cortez over the naked Anericans. The Lilliputians | think are hardly
worth the charge of a fleet and arnmy to reduce thenm and | question
whet her it m ght be prudent or safe to attenpt the Brobdi nghagi ans; or
whet her an English arnmy would be nuch at their ease with the Flying
I sl and over their heads. The Houyhnhnms, indeed, appear not to be so
wel | prepared for war, a science to which they are perfect
strangers, and especially agai nst nissive weapons. However,
supposing nmyself to be a mnister of state, | could never give ny
advi ce for invading them Their prudence, unanimty,
unacquai ntedness with fear, and their love of their country, would
anply supply all defects in the nilitary art. |magine twenty
t housand of them breaking into the midst of a European arny,
conf oundi ng the confoundi ng the ranks, overturning the carri ages,
battering the warriors' faces into nutmy by terrible yerks from
their hinder hoofs. For they would well deserve the character given to
Augustus: Recalcitrat unclique tutus. But instead of proposals for
conquering that magnani nous nation, | rather wish they were in a
capacity or disposition to send a nunber of their inhabitants for
civilizing Europe, by teaching us the first principles of honor,
truth, tenperance, public spirit, fortitude, chastity, benevol ence,
and fidelity. The names of all which virtues are still retained
anong us in |anguages, and are to be net with in nodern as well as
ancient which | amable to assert fromnmy own small reading.

But | had another reason which nmade ne |l ess forward to enlarge his
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Maj esty's dominions by ny discoveries. To say the truth, | had
conceived a few scruples with relation to the distributive justice

of princes upon those occasions. For instance, a crew of pirates are
driven by a stormthey know not whither, at length a boy discovers
land fromthe topmast, they go on shore to rob and plunder, they see a
harm ess people, are entertained with kindness, they give the

country a new name, they take formal possession of it for their

King, they set up a rotten plank or a stone for a nenorial, they
murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring away a couple nore

by force for a sanple, return hone, and get their pardon. Here
conmences a new dom nion acquired with a title by divine right.

Ships are sent with the first opportunity, the natives driven out or
destroyed, their princes tortured to discover their gold, a free
license given to all acts of inhumanity and lust, the earth reeking
with the blood of its inhabitants: and this execrable crew of butchers
enpl oyed in so pious an expedition, is a nodern colony sent to convert
and civilize an idol atrous and barbarous peopl e.

But this description, | confess, does by no neans affect the British
nati on, who may be an exanple to the whole world for their w sdom
care, and justice in planting colonies; their |iberal endownents for
t he advancenment of religion and | earning; their choice of devout and
abl e pastors to propagate Christianity; their caution in stocking
their provinces with people of sober lives and conversations fromthis
t he nother kingdomy their strict regard to the distribution of
justice, in supplying the civil admnistration through all their
colonies with officers of the greatest abilities, utter strangers to
corruption; and to crown all, by sending the nost vigilant and
vi rtuous governors, who have no other views than the happi ness of
t he people over whomthey preside, and the honor of the King their
nmast er .

But, as those countries which | have descri bed do not appear to have
any desire of being conquered, and enslaved, nurdered or driven out by
col oni es, nor abound either in gold, silver, sugar, or tobacco;

did hunbly conceive they were by no neans proper objects of our
zeal, our valor, or our interest. However, if those whomit nore

concerns think fit to be of another opinion, I amready to depose,
when | shall be lawmfully called, that no European did ever visit these
countries before nme. | nean, if the inhabitants ought to he

bel i eved; unless a dispute nay ari se about the two Yahoos, said to
have been seen many ages ago in a nountain in Houyhnhnmland, from
whence the opinion is, that the race of those brutes has descended;
and these, for anything |I know, nay have been English, which indeed

| was apt to suspect fromthe lineanments of their posterity's

count enances, although very much defaced. But, how far that will go to
make out a title, | leave to the | earned in col ony-I|aw.

But as to the formality of taking possession in ny Sovereign's nane,
it never cane once into ny thoughts; and if it had, yet as ny
affairs then stood, | should perhaps in point of prudence and
sel f-preservation have put it off to a better opportunity.

Havi ng thus answered the only objection that can ever be raised
against me as a traveler, | here take a final |eave of all ny
courteous readers, and return to enjoy my own specul ations in ny
little garden at Redriff, to apply those excellent |essons of virtue
which | | earned anong the Houyhnhnnms, to instruct the Yahoos of my own
famly as far as | shall find themdocile animals; to behold ny figure
often in a glass, and thus if possible habituate nyself by tine to
tolerate the sight of a human creature; to |lanent the brutality of
Houyhnhnns in my own country, but always treat their persons with
respect, for the sake of my noble master, his famly, his friends, and
t he whol e Houyhnhnm race, whom these ours have the honor to resenble
in all their lineaments, however their intellectuals came to
degener at e.

| began |last week to pernmit ny wife to sit at dinner with ne, at the
farthest end of a long table, and to answer (but with the utnost
brevity) the few questions | ask her. Yet the snmell of a Yahoo

continuing very offensive, | always keep nmy nose well stopped with
rue, |avender, or tobacco |eaves. And although it be hard for a man
late in life to renove old habits, | am not altogether out of hopes in

some time to suffer a neighbor Yahoo in my conpany, without the
apprehensions | amyet under of his teeth or his claws.

My reconcilement to the Yahoo-kind in general m ght not be so
difficult, if they would be content with those vices and follies
only which nature has entitled themto. | amnot in the |east provoked
at the sight of a | awer, a pick-pocket, a colonel, a fool, a lord,
a ganester, a politician, a whore-master, a physician, an evidence,
a suborner, an attorney, a traitor, or the like; this is all according
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to the due course of things: but when | behold a lunp of defornmity and
di seases both in body and mnd, snmitten with pride, it inmmediately
breaks all the measures of ny patience; neither shall | be ever able
to conprehend how such an animal and such a vice could tally together
The wi se and virtuous Houyhnhnms, who abound in all excell encies

that can adorn a rational creature, have no nanme for this vice in
their | anguage, which has no terms to express anything that is evil
except those whereby they describe the detestable qualities of their
Yahoos, anobng which they were not able to distinguish this of pride,
for want of thoroughly understandi ng hunan nature, as it shows

itself in other countries, where that aninmal presides. But |, who
had nore experience, could plainly observe sone rudi nents of it

among the wild Yahoos.

But the Houyhnhnns, who |ive under the governnent of reason, are
no nmore proud of the good qualities they possess, than | should be for
not wanting a leg or an arm which no nan in his wits woul d boast
of , al though he must be niserable without them | dwell the | onger
upon this subject fromthe desire | have to nmake the society of an
Engl i sh Yahoo by any neans not insupportable; and therefore | here
entreat those who have any tincture of this absurd vice, that they
will not presune to cone in ny sight.

THE END
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