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The i% lian... i ye construction

The graphic parsing method for Chinese language

As an analytical approach plays a major role in the learning of Chinese language, you are

required to have some knowledge of Chinese grammar and grammatical terminology. One of
the simplest ways of doing this is to use two axes to make a cross, with the two sides dividing
the components of a sentence up for parsing. This will help you to understand the relationship

between the components.
The following two examples demonstrate how to parse.

1. "These old methods are completely absurd."

Subject | Predicate
methods (noun) « are (verb) absurd (adjective)
T T 1
these (specifier) old (adjective) completely (adverb)

2. "We teach our students at Oxford using an old fashioned method."

Subject Predicate
We (pronoun) | « teach (verb) students (noun)
T T T
at (prep) Oxford (prop n.) | our (adj)

using (verb) method (noun)

1

an (article) old-fashioned (adj)

It is a good idea to take out a few sentences for analysis from each lesson by using this
method; it will be of great benefit to your reading skills when you are at a more advanced

stage of learning.
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Stative verbs (1 & 2)

A stative verb expresses quality or conditions, as 4 hao to be good and {I- mang to be busy.
In Chinese a stative verb is used where in English one would use the verb ‘to be” with an

adjective. For instance, ff1{R - ta hén mang =) he is very busy.

Subject | Predicate
fif (pronoun) | « I1- (stative verb)
T

1R (adverbial intensifier)

The word |T- mang to be busy is a stative verb in the above sentence. A monosyllabic stative
verb is often preceded by the adverbial intensifier 18 hén very. As you may have noticed, the

adverbial intensifier 18 hé&n very is placed before the stative verb % hao to be good.

As with any Chinese verb, the negation 4 bu not should be placed before the verb, as in A~
- bu mang not to be busy. 4~ bu not is the only negation used for stative verbs. The

negation 7% méi not for_is not used for stative verbs.

Slight-pause mark (3)

The slight-pause mark ", "is called 15 dunhao in Chinese (lit. mark for a pause). It is

similar to a comma in English. It is used for separating a list of nouns, such as

REFRF RSB BT 152
ni gége. ni didi hdoma? <)
How are (both) your older and younger brothers?

The slight-pause mark in this question is used to separate %} %} gége older brother and

=5 didi younger brother.
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The verb & shi to be (4)

The copula & shi to be does not have the same usage as the verb to be in English. (See the
notes on stative verbs.) +& shi to be is used for linking two noun phrases. It indicates that the

nouns linked by & shi to be are of the same nature or quality. For instance

/N £ 2% N
Xi&o Wang shi Zhdngguo rén <)

Xiao Wang is Chinese.

Subject | Predicate
/NE (p oper — J& (copula) H[E A (qualified noun: formed by qualifier
noun) HiE and A noun)

Use of iX and 7R (5)

The specifiers iX zhe this or ¢ na that can be used as the subject of a sentence, if the
subject is visible to listeners. ‘This’ is commonly used when introducing people to each

other. For instance, iX & X% %...zhe shi wod baba... <) This is my father...

Subject Predicate
iX (specifier) | < #&(copula/verb) % (noun)

1
3 (short for FX

The possessive indicator ] de (5)

This construction indicates that the noun after the particle [1') de belongs to the noun that
comes before [1] de, as in /M E )45 Xido Wang de shi Xiao Wang s book. As you may

have noticed, this use of [1"] de is similar to the use of the possessive apostrophe in English.
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However, the possessive 1] de can be omitted in the following situations.

1. When a pronoun is followed by a relationship noun such as & & baba father, 4244
mama mother, &f & gége older brother, ZH4H jigjie older sister, 552 didi younger
brother, Zk#& méimei younger sister or il /< péngyou friend, /i laosht
teacher...., ] de is not needed. For instance, fh#k%k ta meéimei his younger sister.

2. When a pronoun is followed by a place noun to which the pronoun is closely related,
such as % jia home, [E % gudjia country, 225 xuéxiao school or ¥E ban class...
] de is not needed. For example &% wd jia my home, fil122£% ta xuéxido his

school.

If you use more than one noun to classify the main noun, [t'J de is often placed before the

main noun (unlike the possessive apostrophe in English) instead of being placed after each

noun, as in

£ G S < Y S 0 Y 1T e =i =i T M= U I DN
W4 jigjie péngyou de laosht shi wd gége tongxué de airen =)

My sister's friend's teacher is my brother's class-mate's wife.

The descriptive indicator #J de (5,6)

The genitive particle [1'] de is used to describe nouns. The description of the noun is placed

before 1] de. In this construction the description can take the following forms.

The description can be a disyllabic phrase, formed by an adverb and an adjective, as in

R T m P
hén hao de sha <)

a very good book.



Elementary Chinese Grammar &AM IEE: | 2011

However, a monosyllabic adjective such as % hdo good or - mang busy is often placed
before a noun without [J de to form an adjective-noun phrase, as in 15 hdoshd (a) good

book, #F# i hao laoshT (a) good teacher, {2 A mang rén (a) busy person.

The description can also be a phrase or a sentence. It is like an inverted relative clause

sentence in English. For instance,

NOE £ HR B
Xigo Wang mai de shi hén hao <)

The book that Xiao Wang has bought is very good.

Subject Predicate
5 (noun) «— UF (stative verb)
T T
SI (verb) [7](genitive particle) 1R (adverbial intensifier)
)

/N (proper noun)

The main sentence is 154R 4f shi hén hao, which means the book is very good, and the
description for the book is: that Xiao Wang bought /N T 3£ Xido Wang mai, which is placed
before the particle /] de.

However, 1] de is not used in the following situations.

1. When a noun qualifier is used to describe another noun forming a combined noun, 1)
de is not used. A noun that is described should be placed after its description. For
instance 1 [E 1 1& zhonggud ditd (a) map of China. #[E zhéngguo China
qualifies the /4] ditd map, so China should be placed before map. In 745
hanyl sha (a) book in Chinese, Xi¥ hanyu in Chinese (language) qualifies the

book, so 7XiE hanyl in Chinese (language) should be placed before 15 shi the

10
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book.
2. As mentioned above, ] de is not used when a monosyllabic adjective is followed by

a monosyllabic noun to form another noun such as fi: A\ mangrén a busy person and

145 hdoshi a good book.

Sometimes the nouns after ] de are left out to avoid repetition, but the omitted noun(s)
should be obvious to the listener. For instance,

ik R 2 O, | W, WA

ta de shi hén dud Zhongwén de, Yingwén de, dou you <)

He has many books; Chinese ones, English ones, he has them all.

It is clear to a listener that the omitted noun in the sentence is 5 shi books.
Tips:

1. When you read a Chinese sentence you should always look for any nouns after [/ de
particles before translating into English.

2. The particle [/ de is used to describe nouns and [ de should be followed by a noun.

Formation of plural pronouns

i1 men is a placed after a pronoun to form a plural. For instance, if it ta he is followed by
iT men, it becomes 447 tamen they. If & ni you is followed by 17 men it becomes /%1/']

nimen you (pl) and if 3 wo | is followed by 17 men, it becomes A7 women we.

11
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The use of #: xing and 1Y jiao (9)

i xing surname can be used as a noun, but it is most commonly used as a verb in Chinese
sentences, as in

finle £

ta xing wang =)

His surname is Wang (lit. he surname Wang)
(S § N4

ni xing shénme? <)

What is your surname? (lit. you surname what)

A polite form for the above question is

ey
i

k2
nin gui xing? <)

What is your surname? (lit. your honourable surname is...)

When asking names, 1Y jiao to be called can refer either to given names or to full names. For

instance,

E 5 G S | VA

wd xing Wang, jiao Wénsha =)

My surname is Wang and | am called Wenshu
®wu E oM E PR

wd xing Wang, jiao Wang Weénsha =)

My surname is Wang and | am called Wang Wenshu.

Question and answers

12
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Question words

% ma (2)

It is very easy to form Chinese questions. One of the question formulas is to place the
interrogative (question particle) "2 ma at the end of a statement. For instance, if "3 ma is
placed at the end of /& 4F ni hao hello (lit. you are well) it turns the statement into a
question:

IR 152

ni hao ma? <)

How are you? (lit. Are you well?).

If "5 mais placed at end of fR/&% i you are (a) teacher, the statement becomes a question
of

R & I e

ni shi laosh ma? <)

Are you (a) teacher?

The interrogative W2 ne (2)

The interrogative (question particle) V¢ ne is placed at the end of a sentence or phrase. It is

used in the following situations.

1. To bounce a question back to the person you are having a conversation with, as in:
AR GE g2

ni hao ma? <)
how are you?

B: AR &F. RWE?

wd hén hdo. ni ne <)

13
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I am very well, and you?

2. To ask the question where? as in

el s

wd de shi ne <)

Where is my book?

W2 ne used for emphasis (35)

e ne can also be used to reinforce questions that are formed with question-words such as

who, what, which, when, why and where (See below) and to show that the speaker really

would like to know the answers. For instance,

fitE TR LI

ta zai nar ne <)

Where IS he?

wE WA A B2
ni kan de shi shénme shi ne <)

What book ARE you reading?

4, 85 )L and #E (6, 7)

The question word 114 shénme what does not have a fixed position in a question. It
changes according to the position of the subject or the object of a sentence. In the following

question 114 shénme what refers to an object:

Rz A+ A

ni cht shénme <)

14
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What are you eating? (lit. you eat what).

12 shénme what can also refer to the subject of a question, as in
ft a N W

shénme rén chi zhdngguo fan <

What kinds of people eat Chinese food?

E )L nar where and #E shui who are like 114 shénme what can refer to the subject or the

object of a question. The following question words are used as the objects of the questions:

PR weL?

ni qu nar <b)

Where are you going? (lit. you are going where?)

el E?

ni zho shui <)

Who are you looking for? (lit. you are looking for whom).

The question words refer to the subjects of the following questions.
WL EATE?
nar shi tashaguan? <)

Where is the library?

g {3

shui cht zhongguué fan <)

15
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Who eats Chinese food?

If you listen to a question very carefully and remember its word order, it is easy to form an
answer in Chinese, because the word order of an answer is the same as that of the question. If
you use an appropriate noun or pronoun and replace the question word with an appropriate
word, you will be your answer in Chinese. Take a question like

PREmE)L?

ni qu nar <b)

Where are you going? (lit. you go where).

If your answer is the library, you just have to replace the pronoun & ni you with 3 wo I and

replace the question word M JL. nar where with the word &431E taishdguan library. The

answer is then

& £ K H

wod qu tashaguan <)

I am going to the library.

When forming a Chinese question, you should try to form the sentence pattern for the answer

and replace the required information with a question word. For instance, 2 K| 437H...qu
tushdguan (someone) is going to the library. Replace "someone™ with the question word £

shui who and the question will be
x K mE
shui qu tashaguan <)

Who is going to the library?

E 2 and A4

Question words used for numbers (10,15)
16
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%/l> dudshao how many and J1 ji how many are used to ask about quantity. = /\>
dudshao how many is used to expect a number in the answer which is over ten, while the

question word JL jT how many is used to expect a number which is under ten.

s BILA 2, 2 b o A
nimen xi ydu ji ge ldoshT duéshao xuésheng? <)
Wow many teachers and students are there in your department?

The speaker expects that there are fewer than ten teachers and more than ten students in the

department. You might have noticed that in questions JL ji is followed by a measure word,

but 20> dudshao is not. However, measure words are needed for answers with numbers:
€2 o [ = I i 2 [/ /AN et = S S

women Xi you g7 ge laoshi ba shi ge xuésheng <)

In our department there are seven teachers and eighty students.

Choice-type questions of verb A verb (13)

Choice-type questions ask people to decide between taking and not taking an action. No
specific question words are needed. The format of the question is verb 4~ verb, but it has the
following two variations.
1. Subject verb 4~ verb object?
e AR A
ni  shi bushi xuésheng <)

Are you a student? (lit. you are not are student)

2. Subject verb object /s verb?

R 2 g A FE

17


http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Grammar%20database/grammar_database.htm#Measure%20words

Elementary Chinese Grammar &AM IEE: | 2011

ni  shi xuésheng bu shi <)
Are you a student? (lit. you are student not are )

If a bi-syllabic verb (A and B) is used, there are three ways to form the questions.

1. Subject AB 4 AB object?

o A AN R A

Ni  rénshibu rénshi ta <)

Do you know him? (lit. you recognise not recognise him)
2. Subject AB object /~ AB?

o Al AN AR

ni  rénshita  bu renshi <)

Do you know him? (lit. you recognise him not recognise)
3. Subject A 4~ AB  object?

N A A Al

ni  rén bu rénshita <)

Do you know him?

Choice-type question with the negation % (%)

(This section should be learned with the section of the aspect for the completion of actions in
Week 7)

() negates completed actions. The sentence patterns for choice-type questions with

(£7) are similar to those with A,

18
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Subject verb % verb object

R Wz W iz W

Ni  chi méichifan <)

Have you eaten? (lit you ate not ate meal)

However, if the pattern of verb 7% verb is broken up, the affirmative aspect particle | for

completed actions is placed after the verb and the verb is not repeated. Instead %15 is added

to the end of the question.

Subject verb | object % f

() o7 R BHE

NT chi le fan méiyou <)

Have you eaten? (lit you ate meal not ate )

Choice-type questions with & (19)
i & haishi or is used to request that a choice is made between two objects or two actions:

PR X RHX
ni xué Zhdngweén haishi riwén. <)

Are you learning Chinese or Japanese? (lit. you learn Chinese or Japanese)

The short answers for "yes" and "no" (2)

There are no "fixed" words for "yes" or "no" in Chinese answers. One uses the verb or verb
with verb particle used in the question.

PR Gf n?

19
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ni hdo ma? <)

How are you?

The short affirmative answer is the stative verb of % hao yes (lit. well) and its negative form
is N iF bu hao no (lit. not well). If the question is

fRAE &I 2

ni shi 13oshi ma? <!}

Are you a teacher?

The affirmative answer is the verb /& shi yes, and the negative form is 4~/& bushi no.

The short answer to 71z T ¥R ? ni chT le fan ma? have you eaten? is the verb Iz cht and

the verb particle 1 le: 'z | chile.

The position of time words in Chinese sentences (17)
Time words describe time "when", such as {7t xianzai now, %>k jintian today and — 51

san dian three o 'clock. A time word should be placed before adverbs, verbs and stative verbs
in sentences.

® SR RO
wd jintian hén mang <)

I am very busy today.

The time word 4>k jintian today is placed before the adverbial intensifier 12 hén very and

is followed by the stative verb {T- mang busy.

bk = £ &K
20
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ta jintian san dian qu wo jia <)
He is going to my house at three o ’clock today.

The time words 4>k — i jintian san dian three o 'clock today are placed before the verb 2

gu to go. You might have noticed that the word order for time words is a reversed version of
English word order. This is because Chinese word order in descriptions starts from the
background and extends to the foreground. When expressing time, one starts with the year,
then moves to the month, then the date, then the time, and so on. For instance, today is 24

June 2006. The word order in Chinese is 2004, June 24: 2004 4 nian 6 A yué 24 H ri. Last
May in Chinese will be £4F 7. H qunian wiyué (lit. last year’s May).

Binominal verbs and verb-object patterns (8)

A Chinese character has only one syllable, and every character has its own meaning or
function in a sentence, but many words in spoken Chinese are multi-syllabic. There are many

binominal verbs, some of which take an adverb-verb form, such as ¥ huanying welcome
(lit. joyfully greet). Some take a verb-verb form, as in 2% >] xuéxi study (lit. learn practise),
while others take a verb-object form of a verb and a noun, such as 'z 1z (chT fan lit. eat meal)
to eat; ¢ 1 (jido sha lit. teach books) to teach and W /it (xT yan lit. inhale smoke) to smoke.
Have you eaten in Chinese is /I T 14?2 ni chi fan le ma (lit. you eat meal LE MA),

while | teach at Oxford will be
A B A
wd zai Nidjin jido sha <)

(lit. I am at Oxford teach books).

Many textbooks don’t indicate the structure of Chinese words in their vocabulary lists. Verb-
object words are often categorised as verbs. This may cause confusion when forming
sentences at a more advanced stage in your learning, so it would be a good idea to mark verb-

object pattern words when you are learning new vocabulary. The following table consists of

21
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the most commonly used verb-object words.

V-O words Meanings | Examples

Piid shudhua | speak BYLE! bié shud hua <) Don’t speak!

say speech

Iz 4R chifan eat AWK,  buchifan <) Not eating.

eat meal/rice

i3 shuijiao | sleep WHES . méi shuijiao <M Didn 't sleep.

sleep a sleep

&+ kansha | read it . tazaikansha <) Heis reading.

read books

5 xiézi write RALE5,  wobuhuixié zi U 7 can't write.
write words

i huahua | paint/draw | fR&EE D2 ni hui hua hua ma <) Can you draw?
draw pictures

&K changgé | sing fli4E#S 2 ta hui chang gé < Can he sing?
sing songs

W MK xTyan smoke AN M o wo ba hui xt yan <) 7 don’t smoke?
inhale smoke

#-1) jiaoshd | teach fli/EF E 2015, ta zai zhongguo jido sha <) He
teach books teaches in China.

215 nianshd | study YRIEMS )L A5 T52 ni zai nar nian sha <) Where do you
read books study?

BE¥EE xizdo wash/bathe | AP wo buxi zao <) 7 don’t wash.

wash bathe

Greeting words (8)

These are the most commonly used greeting words

YiF nihgo <)

Hello
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R (ni)zao <) Good morning
I zaijian <b) Goodbye
Wil huanying <) Welcome
Wi xiexie <) Thanks

Some English greeting words are not used in Chinese. For instance, #f % wanan good night
is only used by people influenced by Western culture. £ i zaijian goodbye is the expression
that Chinese people use when parting in the evening. The most commonly used greeting in
Chinese is {14 nihao hello (lit. you well). The expression - zao morning is also used.

Close to meal times the greeting words between friends and colleagues of the same social
rank might be

7, | ng?
chile ma <0
Have you eaten?

Chinese people often use a person’s title to show respect to those who are socially superior.

For instance, if you met your teacher Mr. Wang in the street you would greet him like this:

T 2 i
Wang Iaosht hao <)

Hello, Mr. Wang (lit. Wang Teacher well).

In the morning you should say:

£ 2m R

Wang laosht zgo <)

23
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Morning, Mr. Wang. (lit. Wang Teacher morning).

Repetition of greeting words (8)

Chinese people often repeat greeting phrases to show sincerity and enthusiasm. When you
meet a Chinese person he or she may say /R%F, /% nihdo nihao hello, X, ¥xid!
huanying huanying welcome, 114, if xiéxie xiéxie thank you very much and F i,

Ul zanjian zaijian goodbye.

Prefixes 2 and /) (31)

Both & 130 old and /> xido little are used as prefixes for surnames to show a degree of

closeness when addressing colleagues or friends.
The Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) sentence patterns (9)

Most commonly-used Chinese sentences are like English ones, and use a subject-verb-objec
pattern:

& P Sl G o

wd shi Zhongguo lia xuésheng <)
I am an overseas student from China
W T =

wd jiao Ding Yan <)

I am called Ding Yun.

Numbers in Chinese

Counting numbers (10,11)

t

If you have learned the numbers one to ten (— yT — ér = san U si . wi 7~ lia & qr /A

24
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ba Ji jit 1 shi) and the words for a hundred & bai, a thousand + gian and ten-thousand

J3 wan, you will be able to count in Chinese.

It is very easy to work out the Chinese number system. For instance, eleven is — shi yT lit.
ten and one, so twelve is - — shi ér ten and two, twenty is .-~ ér shi two tens and twenty

two is .1 ér shi ér two tens and two. A hundred and twenty two is —H —.1 . yT bai ér

shi er one hundred, two tens and two.

The word for zero % ling is also used for missing units in counting. For instance, 105 will be
—HZE 1L yi bai ling wi one hundred zero and five. The word 2 ling zero here indicates
the missing unit of tens. If there are two or more missing units in a number, only one zero is
used. For instance, 10,202 in Chinese is — 7 — H % . yi wan ér bai ling ér one ten

thousand, two hundred, zero and two.

If you are going to be a Chinese banker, you may have to learn more complicated figures. For

instance, one million is — & /3 yi bai wan (lit. one hundred of ten thousands); a hundred

million is 12 Yi.

The following is a table of Chinese number units to help you to work out any figures you

want in Chinese.

Y1 | T qian | @ bai | +shi | Jiwan | T gian + shi

Only the Chinese words on the first line are said aloud here. For instance, if you insert the

figure of 453,679,102 into the boxes below you should say:

4

5

3

6

9,

1, Yi

T gian

A bai

-+ shi

Ji wan

T gian

-+ shi

25
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| | | | | | |
Wiz HF=EH-EH LT —E% = sl yi wil gidn san bai liu shi g1 wan jit gian yi bai

ling ér.

However, a word in orange from the second line is said when there are no more figures after

it. For instance, the figure 150,000,000 is a hundred and fifty million in English and is —12
Fi.F 75 yi yi wi gian wan in Chinese:

1 5 0, 0 0 0, 0 0 0
YT | T qian | G bai |+ shi | Jiwan | T qian | 1 bai |+ shi

The figure only uses the first two columns on the left, including one word in orange.

Reading out aloud a number
Telephone numbers and year numbers are spoken individually in Chinese. The year 1965 is
— HFAE yijit lio wi nian <) (lit. 1965 year).

Two irregular features about numbers are worth mentioning here.

1. The tone for — yT one changes according the tone of the succeeding word. It should be
pronounced in the fourth tone unless the word after — yT is in the fourth tone, in which case

— y1 should be pronounced in the second tone. — yT one is only pronounced in the first tone
when there is no word after it. The yT pronunciation for one can become indistinct if used with
other numbers or (especially) if repeated, so one is also pronounced yao when used for

numbering:

11 3 B %
yaoyaosan lu dianché <)
Route 113 trolleybus.
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2. When expressing quantity, 4 liang two is used instead of — ér two. For instance, %>

Jifi liang ge laosht =0) two teachers. However, in a larger number that involves two, then —

eris used, but not # lidng. Some examples are: +—A4~%ifi shi ér ge Iaosht Phtwelve

teachers.

Written form for numbers

Complicated Chinese characters are used for bank notes, cheques and receipts to avoid

forgery, as shown on the second line below.

— S A N [+ || | T

v [ae
B o
et

= |4
z | (& (|8 |[H | =

4| O

L S R K

Verb — F (11)

When — | yixia is preceded by a verb, it has the following two functions.

1. It is used as a time measure to imply that an action lasts for a short time:

®H
wd yong yixia hdo ma <)

Could I use it for a little while?
2. Verb — |~...yixia is used to soften the tone of voice, as leaving a verb at the end of a
sentence sounds too definite, or even rather crude.

There are two other formulas that have the same function.

1. Reduplication of verbs, as in: IR/ 24/ 44....wd g&i ni jieshao jieshao... <) let me

introduce you...

2. The verb — vi verb pattern, as in i /< i} qing ni shud yi shud <) (you) please

speak.
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Co-verbs and co-verb phrases

The term "co-verb" refers to a verb when, used with its own object, its function is to modify
the main verb of a sentence. An example is 7= zai, which can be used as a co-verb meaning

to be located in, on or at a place. Please note in this context that sequence and background are
important in Chinese when it comes to describing actions. The first action in a sequence
should come first in an utterance. The way to learn co-verb phrases properly is to understand

the description of sequence in Chinese word order. For instance,
7 T EXE D

Xigo Ding zai jia kan sha <)

Xiao Ding is reading a book at home.

The first action in the sequence could be described as the background to the main action, but

it still has to come first in the sentence, with the co-verb 7t zai to be located in followed by

the noun %< jia home forming a co-verb phrase. In the example given here Xiao Ding would

have had to be at home before he started reading the book.

English prepositions are similar to Chinese co-verbs, but they appear after the main verbal
clause. This means that it can be difficult for English speakers to master Chinese co-verb
phrases.

Here are some more examples to help you to consolidate the concept of co-verb phrases.

1 F& A kHLEF
wd zuo f&iji qu Zhongguo <)

I'’ll go to China by plane.

The action of A zuo taking (lit. sitting on) the plane happens before going to China, so the

co-verb phrase 2 €L zuo féijT by (taking the) plane is placed before the main verbal clause
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Z:E qu Zhonggud go to China.

2. If you want to say | study Chinese at Oxford you must bear in mind that in a Chinese
person’s mind the person has to be /=47 zai Nitjin at Oxford before he can 227iE xué

Hanyu study Chinese, so the sentence in Chinese is

LA B DGR

wd zai Nidjin xué Hanyi <)

3. How do you say He goes to school by car? You must bear in mind that he has to take (or sit
in) the car before he can reach school, so 2275 4= zuo giché by (taking the) car should be

placed before 2245 qu xuéxiao go to school. The Chinese sentence should be il 4475 4= 3¢

22K ta zud giché qu xuéxiao.

The words in the following list are the most commonly used co-verbs for beginners.

Co-verbs | Verb meaning Prep. in English | Followed by words of
sentence

M cbng to start from /th oug place/time (when)

i cao to face towards direction place

#] dao to arrive to place/time

X dui to be face to face | to/towards/about | people/knowledge

75 géi to give to/for people/organisation

¥R gén to follow with/to people/organisation (...—#z)

=i to dist nce rom place/time

B to replace for people/organis tion

f£wang |togo towards direction/place

N wei to be on behalf of | for people/organisation

H yong to use with/in noun (used as a tool)

1F zai to (be) locate(d) | at/in/on place/time
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A4 Zud | to sit | by ... tr nsport |

Measure words(15)

Words used for quantifying objects are called measure words. In English, some nouns are
used in expressions of quantity to measure uncountable nouns, such as cup of in a cup of tea,
bottle of in a bottle of wine and piece of in a piece of paper. However, measure words are
used to quantify every object in Chinese. In

= A
san ge rén <)
Three people.

The word GE is a measure word used to quantify people. Here are some more examples.

1. If a number is attached to a noun, a measure word is inserted between the number and the

noun, as in

A = 2W
wo you san ge laoshi <)
| have three teachers.

2. If a specifier such as iX zhe this, /Il na that or meéi every is attached to a noun, a

measure word is inserted between the specifier and the noun, as in

A I 2 Wi 2
zhé ge laoshi shi Hanyu Laosht <)

This teacher is a Chinese language teacher.

3. If a question word such as J1 ji how many or ¥ na which is used, a measure word is
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inserted between the question word and the noun, as in /R4 JL1~2& )i ni yOu ji ge laosht?

How many teachers do you have?

The most commonly used measure word is the very general /> ge but other Chinese measure
words often categorise what follows according to shape and type. For instance, the measure
word 2% tido is used for quantifying objects that are long, thin, narrow and twisted, such as
ropes, snakes, streets and rivers, but is also used for quantifying news, lives, and lower-body

worn items such as trousers!

There are two special Chinese nouns that do not need measure words. One is & nian year

and the other is X tian day (including H ri)

There are so many measure words that they are even a nightmare for the Chinese. Worse still,
measure words used in the north of China may be different from those used in the south. The

following list gives the "essential” Chinese measure words for beginners.

MW Used for Examples

A bén book-like objects Magazines PU 4<% & ; novels =< /|M i

= céng floors (similar to %) storey = JZ 1%

X ci actions to pay a visit 2z 7 — X [#; to do something

XA HAE T IR

T ding something to put over hats —J5iME F-; umbrellas — iy <
on shead

il din actions which last for a to eat a meal 'z | —iif)t; to beat somebody
short period up FEAFT T — 1

H} feng something sealed in an letters #3115 ; telegrams —Ff HL 4R
envelope

i fa picture-like objects paintings — & H; banners J\IEFri5

4 ge u tsof something people 71/ A ; ideas — /M E ...
(common measure word
for abstract and physical
objects)

[E] jian any kind of room bed-room —[fJ k=5 ; kitchen 1 18] J&F )55 ;
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4 jian upper-body worn clothes; | shirts Pi{f4t42; matters =445
matters

A ju Sentences; lines (e.g. of | sentences %) idioms =) Rk
p__ms)

5 liang | vehicles (on wheels) cars — iS4 bikes — i EHAT 4

W pian writing essays — s L FH;

¥ shou | verse songs — 1 FGHK; poems 7 1 A Bl RRK

4 tido narrow, long and twisting; | fish —2%ff; trousers P4 2% #% 1, boats — 2% it
lower-body worn clothes

A7 wei peop  (usedtoshow | teachers =13 Jifi; customers — /{7 i %%
respect)

ik zhang | objects made of paper; paper —iK4%; tickets, table —3K 5 1-; bed —
flat objects YN

H zht animals; one of a pair chickens — A ¥%; shoe — H #E

K expresses excessiveness (16)

This construction is used to express an extreme state in a situation or action. The affirmative

form of the X tai construction is < [stative verb] |, which means extremely [stative verb] as

in X 47 7 tai hao le =) extremely good. Without the particle | in the affirmative form,

the tone is rather crude. The negative form 4~ J< bu tai [stative verb] without | le means

that something is not extremely... [stative verb], as in /4~ X 4 ba tai hao not very good.

Pronoun/noun + X)L or #B)L (16)

A pronoun/noun + X JL. or #B )L is similar to the English expression (somebody’s) place, as

in

AT FH AN E IR

wdmen qu Xido Wang nar =)

We will go to Xiao Wang'’s place.
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ni 1ai wo zher <)

You come to my place. (The speaker is in his place as he is talking.)

Telling the time (20)

You might remember that when giving the date in Chinese you start from the year, then go to
the month and then the day. This background-to-foreground logic also applies to time-telling,

where you start from £ diin o 'clock, then go to 7 fen minute, then to # miio second.

The other two words that are commonly used for telling the time are > ban half and %/ ke

quarter, as in — #52} shi y1 dian ban half past eleven (lit. eleven o clock half); +— 15—
shi y1 didn yi ké quarter past eleven (lit. eleven o ’clock a quarter). The word %/ ké quarter is
only used for time, not for other objects. In colloguial Chinese, for 12 hour clock time reading

you use the words - “f- shangwii a.m. (lit. up noon) and T “f- xiawii p.m. (lit. down noon):

E A t+— 5 —Z
shangwii shi y dian yi ke <)
Quarter past eleven in the morning (lit. up noon, 71 o’clock, a quarter)

Another irregular feature which should be mentioned here is that two o’clock in Chinese can
be either — /1 ér dian or P /4 lidng diin, although elsewhere it is normally # liang two that

is used for describing quantities.

When asking or telling the time, /& shi to be is not needed:

AR JLE?
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xianzai ji dian <)

What time is it? (lit. now what time)
W R A

xianzai wii dian <)

It’s 5 o’clock. (lit. now 5 o’clock)

The modal particle |~ le, which indicates a change of situation, can be placed at the end of a

sentence when expressing present time, as in

JURL T2

ji dian le =)

What time is it now?
he T

widian le <)

It’s 5 o’clock now.

Modal verbs (19)

There are about a dozen modal verbs in Chinese. Modal verbs such as = ¥t xihuan like, &
xiang wish and V1% yinggai ought to are used to express feelings, intentions and obligations.

Modal verbs are placed before the main verbs in sentences. For instance,

LA g {1
wd xidng chi Zhonggué fan <)
| fancy eating some Chinese food

The word 7% xidng fancy, wish in is a modal verb which indicates the speaker’s inclination

and intention.

When a modal verb is used in a sentence, the aspect particle | le for completed actions is not
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used. A time word (time when) is placed in the sentence to indicate that an action has taken
place:

& DA A X o

wo yiqian xiang qu Zhongguo =)

I wanted go to China in the past.

The modal verbs in the following list are the most commonly used.

Chinese | Pinyin | English

B yao want; ask for; wish; desire

AH xiang want to; would like to; feel like (something)
Ni% yinggai | should; ought to; mus

At néng can; be able to; be capable of

K xihuan | like; love; prefer; enjoy; be fond of
a] LA kéiyi can; may

&= hui be good at; be skilful in

i yuanyi | be willing to

H kén be willing to
Asking ages

As with telling the time, the verb 7& shi to be is not used when talking about years of age:
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R L2572

ni di di jf sui <)

How old is your younger brother? (lit. your younger brother how old)
=S TR0 I (K 7 S NI < 7 W

wo wi sui de shihou méitian dou chi Zhongguo fan =)

When | was five years old, | ate Chinese food every day.

Aspects
Progressive aspects (23)

Use of the IE7E ... BB sentence pattern

The subject (S) 1E7E verb (V) object (O) sentence pattern is used to describe a progressive
action in the past, at the present, or in the future. The verbs that are used in this construction

are transitive verbs. For instance,

T me clause S V @)

WE R X B B’HE il fE MR
zuétian wo qu ta jia de shihou  ta zhengzai zud wanfan <)

When | went to his house yesterday, he was cooking the supper.

Time clause S V 0]

ME R Mk B IR M R R T
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zuatian ta lai kan wo de shihou wo zai xuéxi Hanzi =)

When he came to see me yesterday, | was learning Chinese characters.

S vV O

flb ik F OB MR
ta zheng kan dianshi ne <)

He is right in the middle of watching the TV.

Time S Vv O

WAE B F R
xianzai  wd zai shang ke ne <)

I am having a lesson now.

Time clause S V O

/3 I/ N 2T Mo, T &
mingtian ta dao zhongguo de shihou, wd zai kaihui <)
When he arrives in China tomorrow, | will be having a meeting.

“He was cooking the supper”, “I was learning Chinese characters”, “He is watching the TV”,

“l am having a lesson” and “I will be having a meeting” are all progressive actions.

Some of the elements for the progressive constructions have special emphasis if they are used

selectively. For instance, 1E zhéng can precede a verb with ¢ ne at the end of the sentence,

without using the element 7E zai to create an emphatic tone of “right in the middle of”. (See

the highlighted sentence below.)
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All the following sentences mean he is watching the TV with different tones of emphasis.

S EE \ O W
ik 1k 7 A L AL

ik 1k fE & AL W
ik 1 A L AL W
ik & AL W
fib 1k & G W

The use of the particle & (36)

Many grammar books describe the use of verb (V)+ % zhe as the continuous aspect, but |

have divided the usages into the following five categories.

1. V+3# zhe can be used to describe how an object has been left in a place in a certain

position. For instance,

B ERE FLE WA
sha zai zhubzi shang fangzhe. <)
The book is on the table.

This implies that the book has been ji fang put on the table by someone.
11

mén kaizhe <)

The door is open.

This implies that the door has been left i kai open by someone.

£ b OF —%  H

zaigiangshang guazhe yi zhang hua <)
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There is a picture hanging on the wall.

This sentence implies that a picture has been f£ gua hung on the wall by someone.

2. However, if an action is carried out by the subject of a sentence, the V + % zhe pattern
implies that an action is in progress. For instance, if you see a friend of yours standing there,
you might say:

alouh . P AR

bié zhanzhe. kuai zuoxia <)

Don'’t stand there. Quickly sit down!

You might describe a group a students sitting in a classroom in the following way:

RO O R B =B K
xuéshengmen déu zai jiaoshi I zuo zhe <)
The students are sitting in the classroom.

The meaning of this sentence is similar to the form of its progressive aspect

oA #HOE A HE OBAE R
xuéshéngmen dou zhéng zai jiaoshi 11 zud zhe ne =)

As you might have noticed that there is no object after the verb A% zuo sit, but instead the
verb is followed by the particle % zhe. Another difference between the above sentence and
the sentence pattern of the progressive aspect is that the word 7 zai here is a co-verb which

means to be in (classroom) and it is not part of the elements that are used in the progressive

aspect.

3.V + % zhe can also be used to describe how an action is carried out with another action.

For instance,

NEOE Il R By K
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xidoxuéshéng changzhe ké qu xuéxiao <)
The primary school children go to school singing.

The phrase 2% i changzhe ké singing describes the way that the primary school children

go to school.

fih E W E P
ta xizhe yan kan sha <)
He reads while he is smoking.

The phrase while he is smoking describes the way that he reads.

The stative verb {T- mang can be followed by particle ¥ zhe to describe other actions as

demonstrated below.

fiie H dE & F ul IR

td mangzhe zhtinbéi kaoshi ne <)
He is busy preparing the exams.

fk fro & W® AW R

ta mangzhe tan lian ai ne <)

He is busy being in love.

There are other verbs that can be used like {T- mang such as W i &

£35S S A G 1:X (W S/ T
héizimen chao(nao)zhe yao wd dai tamen qu gongyuanwan <)

The children are nagging me to take them to the parks.
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4. The expression of V+ % zhe has a commanding tone. It is used to demand that a listener to

carry out an action continuously. The only verbs that can be used in these expressions are

some of the monosyllabic ones. For instance,

a2 AT i

déngzhe =) zhanzhe <)

Wait! (Don’t go away.) Stand up! (Don’t sit down.)

A i M

i zhe <) zuozhe <)

Remember! (Don’t forget.) Sit! (Don’t stand up or move about.)
& K

kanzhe <)

Watch it! (Don’t lose your concentration)

5. A stative verb can precede % We zhene to describe excessiveness. The expression is placed

at the end of a sentence. For instance,

H ISR NI E fibiy 2 2 5 e
zhdonggué de xiatian rézhene =) ta de gian dudzhene <)
The summer in China is extremely hot. He has got plenty of money.

£59 K OEE M E W
wd méi tian dou mang zhe ne <)

I am busy everyday

The aspect for the completion of actions (27)

Although the aspect particle | le is one of the most complicated Chinese grammar points, |
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will only be explaining the practical aspect of the particle in this section.

Unlike the English past tense, the aspect particle | le only affects certain verbs in certain
sentence constructions. The following list consists of the common rules for the use of the
particle which are supported by examples. Learning where to apply the aspect particle | le in

a sentence is important, but the most difficult thing is to know when it is not used. Learners
must remember the following eight points when expressing a completed action in Chinese.

1. The aspect particle | le is placed after the main action verb of a sentence to indicate that
the action has been completed. The aspect particle 1 le is not used when a verb is in the
negative form. When expressing an action that did not occur in the past, a verb is preceded
by the negation 7 méi did not. The following sentences demonstrate how some of the action
verbs such as %% xué to learn, 'z chi to eat or 2 qu to go are used in the sentences with the

aspect particle 1 le and the negation 7% méi.
The sentence below shows that the verb FZ chi to eat is used in the affirmative form.

£ o LI 7 G N | (1 &)
wd gang chile yi huai mianbao <)
I've just eaten a piece of bread.

The following sentence shows the verb Iz ch to eat in the negative form.
= 1 I )

wd méicht mianbao <)

I didn’t eat bread.

The next sentence shows the verb 2= qu to go in the affirmative form.
fis 507 W ko
ta qule liangci zhongguo <)
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He went to China twice.

The following sentence shows 2% qu to go in the negative form.

fih ¥ 25
ta méiqu zhdnggud <)
He didn’t go to China.

The following sentence shows the verb % xué to learn in the affirmative form.

NE T = R
xidowang xuéle sannian faweén <)
Xiao Wang studied French for three years.

The following sentence shows the verb % xué to learn in the negative form.

NOEE T BT
xidowang méixué fawén <)
Xiao Wang didn’t study French.

If a sentence consists of a time measure such as three months or an action measure such as
twice, the measures should be placed after the main verb of the sentence, as demonstrated
below. More examples can be seen in Lesson 31 of Practical Chinese Reader Book II.

e WEFE T = 1TH

wd xué hanyi xuéle san ge yue <)

%7 = ANH BWE
wd xuéle san ge yue de hanyt <)
®oGE ¥ 7 = 4 H
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wd hanyt xuéle san ge yue <)
| studied Chinese for three months.
2. One might have noticed that the above affirmative sentences have complex objects.

However, when describing a particular action, if the object of the sentence is a simple one i.e.

a noun, which is not attached to a number and measure word, and not attached to a descriptive

clause (f¥J clause), the aspect particle | le can be placed at the end of the sentence. For

instance,
S K kB FAREWRILT or & K E FAR ET WL
jin tian shangwt ni qu nar le =) or jin tian shangwu ni qu le nar =)

Where did you go this morning?
KX BT

wd qu mai sha le <)

I went out to buy (a) book.

Both objects of the sentences, i JL nar where and 15 sha book are simple words without

clauses attached, therefore the aspect particle J le can be placed at the end of the sentences.

As one can see that the answer in the above conversation uses the same sentence pattern as it

is in the question.

3. The rules of the aspect particle |~ le only apply to the main verb of a sentence. If an action
verb is used in a descriptive (/) clause as it demonstrated below, it will not be affected by

the rules. The aspect | le is not used with stative verbs either. For example,

AT BE R W EIR B 5
women zuétian xué de hanyd hén réngyi <)

The Chinese language that we learned yesterday was very easy.
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The aspect particle 1 le is not used in the above sentence for the following two reasons.

« The action verb % xué learned is only used to describe the subject of the sentence, 7X
i hanyu Chinese language, and is not the main verb of the sentence.
« The main verb of the sentence is the stative verb, % 7 rongyi was easy, therefore the

aspect particle 1 le is not applied.

4. The aspect particle | le is not used when describing a completed action that one has done
regularly. In other words, if a sentence consists of the words that indicate regularity, such as
K méitian everyday, % changchang often or & /& zOngshi always, the aspect particle
7 leis not used, but a time adverb such as FEK  zuétian yesterday or 24 qunian last
year is placed in a sentence to indicate that the action has been completed. The negation for a

habitual action in the past is 4/~ bu do not, but not % méi. For example,
ZAE R OB 2 iz {1

gunian women zongshi chi zhonggué fan <)

We always ate Chinese meals last year.

x4 WA K # Az R

qunian wdmen méitian dou bucht zhdnggué fan <)

We didn’t eat a Chinese meal during a single day.

5. When the verbs that imply habitual actions such as #& shi, to be, £ zai to be inand &
you to have are used as the main verbs of sentences, the aspect particle J le is not used. In

this case the negation for these verbs is 4/~ bu not except for & ydu. See below,
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+ o AT A E 2 WA Z

shi nian yigian xiao wang shi hanyu laosht =)

Xiao Wang was a Chinese language teacher ten years ago.
+# AT AN £ A W IE Z

shi nian yigian xiao wang bushi hanyd laosht <)

Xiao Wang wasn’t a Chinese language teacher ten years ago.
SN S S S

zuétian wo zai tushaguan <)

I was in the library yesterday.

WE R A B TE

zuétian wo buizai tushaguan =)

Iwasn’t in the library yesterday.

ZHF A R 2 K

qunian wo ydu héndud gian <)

I had a lot of money last year.

ZAE KB AR Z

qunian wd méiyéu héndud gian <)

1 didn’t have a lot of money last year.

6. If a modal verb is used in a sentence, the aspect particle J* le should not be applied, but a
time adverb such as FE X zudtian yesterday or 2:4E qunian last year is placed in the
sentence to indicate the completion of the action. The negation for a modal verb in the past is

A~ bu do not, but not % méi. Modal verbs are those verbs which express intentions, such as
# xidng wish to and % yao want to; the verbs that are used to express feelings such as =X

xihuan like and % ai love; or the verbs that express obligations such as 1% yinggai ought to,
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At néng can and 7] L ké&yi may. For instance,

MR M b IR A g K
zudtian wanshang wohén xiang cht zhongguo cai =)
I really wanted to eat some Chinese food last night.

e R B b FAME mg o K
zuétian wanshang wobuxiang chi zhénggué cai <)

I didn’t want to eat Chinese food last night.

7. The aspect particle | le is not used in the complement of degree construction. In other

words when one expresses a sentence using verb+15+adverb, the aspect particle 1 le is not

used. As you may have remembered, the complement of degree construction is used to
describe habitual actions, such as “he runs very fast” and “she eats slowly”. It is mentioned in
points 4 and 5 of this section that the aspect particle I le is not used when describing a
regular action in the past. Although the complement of degree construction can also be used
to describe the result or the outcome of a particular (one off) action, the aspect particle 1 le is
not used. The following sentence describes a past habitual action without using the particle

1 le. The following sentence describes the regular action of studying in the past without

using the particle 1 le.

A M o o BRI
qunian ta xué zhéngweén xué de hénhao <)

He studied Chinese very well last year.

The following sentence describes the outcome of a particular action, cooking in the past,

without using the aspect particle | le.

1SN o O (BN (5
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zuotian wanshang ta zudfan zuo dehénhao <)

He cooked a lot last night.

8. If a sentence describes a sequence of completed actions, the aspect particle 1 le is placed
after the last verb in the sequence, but in a negative sentence, the negation 7% méi is placed
before the first verb. For instance,

E R & LK Ry B L 7= %K

zudtian wo qu daxué shadian maile san bén shi <)

I went to the university bookshop and bought three books yesterday.

e R o LRFE B OJE KB

zubtian wod méiqu daxué shadian mai sha <)

1 didn’t go to the university bookshop to buy books yesterday.

If one of the actions in a sequence is completed and the other is not, they should be treated
separately as indicated below.

LT RyE BOE, AR K KB
wo qule daxué shadian, késhi méimaisha =)
Yesterday I went to the university bookshop, but I didn’t buy books.

1T expressing experiences of actions in the past (32)

The verb suffix I3 guo can be used in the following two situations.

1. The particle i guo is placed after a verb to express an experience of action in the past,

such as

48



Elementary Chinese Grammar &AM IEE: | 2011

ta xué guo zhongweén =) woqliguod zhénggud <)

He has studied Chinese. I've been to China.

When expressing an experience of action that didn’t occur, the negation ¥ méi will be used

and the verb will be followed by i gud. For example

fin e = o X o £

ta méi xué guo zhongwen =) wodméiquguozhangguo <)

He has never learned Chinese. I haven'’t been to China.

2. The particle i guo can also be used to express the completion of a regular activity within
a specific time, such as having a meal, sleeping, having lessons or doing homework. This type

of affirmative sentence is often ended with the modal partical | le to indicate the change of

the situation. The following sentences imply some of the regular activities that one does daily.

Many native Chinese would use the aspect particle J le instead of it guo in the following

affirmative sentences.

(& KR) o ook FRT
(jintian) wd chi guo wifan le =)
I've had lunch (for today).

(5 oR) FHE o T
(jintian) wo shui guo jiao le <)

I’ve slept today.

% X)) # b I RT

(jintian) wd shang guo ke le <)

I've had today’s classes.

(%K) &K 2 R
(jintian) wod méi chi guo wifan <)
I haven't had lunch today.

(HR) & % b ou
(jintian) wo méi shui guo jiao <)

1 haven't slept today.

&R ® & B TR
(jintian) wd méi shang guo ke =)

I haven’t had today’s classes.
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(&R &M o ZHT (A& KR) & & M %
(jintian) wozuo guo lianxi le <) (jintian) wo méi zuod guo lianxi <)

I've done today’s homework. I haven’t done today’s homework.

Particle I, used for making suggestions

Position words with 7, & and F(22)

1. The following table consists of all the position words. Position words are often bi-syllabic

in spoken language. They are often formed by a joining position word with i1 bian side, [

mian face or [d] jian between. Either of the suffixes i1 bian side or [fii mian face can be used

as a suffix in a position word. The suffix [f] jian between can only be preceded by #' zhdng

centre.
Position words Suffixes English
A gian /T bian/mian in front
J& hou pulfid] behind
/r zud selli| left side
4 you 14/ right side
I* shang pulfid] upper side
T xia /T underside
Hiy pulfi] inside
Ak wan /T outside
7k dong sl fid] east side
B4 nan selliii) south side
T pulfi] west side
Jt béi 1/TH north side
H zhdng [H] jian middle
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2. The word order for expressing the position of an object in Chinese is different from what it

is in English. As explained in the [f'] de section, the primary information is placed after (1] de

and the descriptions of the information are placed before [1J de. If one wants to say, “on the
left of the dormitory”, in Chinese it would be 1 %5 [ /£ 121 sushé de zudbian dormitory’s

left. The primary information is left which is placed after [ de. To illustrate this speech

pattern an English — Chinese comparison table is given below.

English Chinese word order Chinese
Top of the bookshelf Bookshelf’s upperside | F544(f) L1 shiijia shangbian

Underneath the table

Table’s underside

27 (1)) FiZ zhuozi xiabian

Inside the house

House’s inside

55¥ (1)) B.i fangzi ibian

On the east side of the
library

Library’s east

K518 (1) ZR 12 tashaguan

dongbian

3. There are three common ways to express the position of an object in a sentence by

using the verbs 7t zai to be infon/at, /& shi to be and 5 yOu there is/are. In the

following patterns, “A” and “B” represent objects or items and the PW stands for

position words.

English sentence

Chinese sentence
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A is PW ofB A isB ’s PW
The canteen is in front of the dormitory. Y HFfE &2 1 a4

shitang zai sushé de gianbian

PW of B isA B ’s PW is A
In front of the dormitory is the canteen. wme e W 2 g

susheé de gianbian shi shitang
Thereis A PW of B B ’s PW is A

There is a canteen in front of the dormitory. | fg 4 W HI 4 A —P 8%

sushé de gianbian you yige shitang

The use of % (8)

1% ging has many meanings in Chinese. It means to ask (sb. to do sth.), to invite, and please,
and is sometimes used with other Chinese words to form expressions. The best way to learn

1 qging is to see how it is used in various practical contexts.

1. When a friend comes to your house, you might use the following expressions to welcome
him.

it i w8
qing jin =b) qging zuo <) qing hé cha <)
Do come in. Do have a seat. Would you like some tea?

In China you might also say:

IR
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qing x7 yan <)
Would you like a cigarette? (lit. please breath in smoke)
You might have noticed that the word 1% qing is followed by verbs in the above examples.

2. When you want to ask someone a favour, you can the word i qing. For example if you

want your Chinese friend to help you with your homework you might say:

L2 G AR
qing ni jido wd Hanyu <)
Please teach me Chinese. (lit. please you teach me Chinese)

If your Chinese friend is incapable of answering your questions, you might say:

WoORE R T

qing ni wen ni 13oshi <)

Please ask your teacher. (lit. please you ask your teacher)

When i qing is used to ask a favour, it is followed by full sentences, as can be seen in the

above examples.

3.15 qing means to invite. For example:

xR W
wd ging ni hé jia <)
Let me buy you a drink. (lit. I invite you to drink wine.)

When you use iF qing for to invite, it usually means that you will take care of any payment.
For example, if you say to a Chinese friend i RIZ1 wd ging ni cht fan, you are

expected to pay the bill.

4. The use of i§ qing in Chinese is not the same as that for the English word “please”. i#

ging is not used when asking for permission, as can be seen below.
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L Mmoo K

wd néng hé béi cha ma <)

May | have a cup of tea please? (lit. I can drink a cup of tea MA?)

fis B8 M — TR E 52

t4 néng yong yixia ni de ché ma <)

Could he please use your car for a while? (lit. he can use for a while your car MA)

As you may have noticed, the word 1% qing is not used in the Chinese questions above,

although the word “please” is used in the English translation.

5. 1F qing is also used to form the following expressions.

1 W #H % LR
ging wén qing jiao qing ké qing jia
May I ask... May | ask your advice? Entertain friends Ask for leave

Let’s see how the first expression above is used in sentences.

15 1] gqing wén excuse me; may I ask...is one of the most common expressions used for

starting a question politely. For example:
oo WE 2 AREY TR 2 M
qing wen shéi shi ni de han yi 150 shi <)
Excuse me, who is your Chinese teacher?

PEAERIEZ T shéi shi ni de han yu 3o shT who is your Chinese teacher is a

question. The function of the expression i [7] gqing wén is to attract the listener’s attention

before the question is asked.

54



Elementary Chinese Grammar FEAEMEEE | 2011

Verbs that take two objects (15)

There are only a few verbs in Chinese that can take both indirect and direct objects without
any other particles being used. Lets’ look at the following examples, which make use of the

verbs i& huan to return (sth to sh), # jiao to teach and %+ géi to give.

S V Indir O Dir O

I pa IR 1] 4L

wod huan ni cidian <)
I’'m returning the dictionary to you.

S Vv Indir O Dir O

1 # B PE

ta jiao wo hanyt <)
He teaches me Chinese.

S V Indir O Dir O

* 7% IR 1

wo huan ni sha <)

I’m giving the books to you.

Serial verbs (after verbs of motion 3 and &)

The verbs 3 lai to come and 2% qu to go are used to describe motion coming towards or
moving way from a speaker. More explanations and examples will be given in the
“directional complement” section, but we would like to demonstrate here how 3 lai and %

gu are followed by the noun or the main verbal clause of a sentence. For example:
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fiok & My %

ta 1ai wo jia hé cha <)

He is coming to my house for tea. (lit. he is coming to my home to drink tea)

The motion in the above sentence moves towards the speaker. 3 lai to come is followed by
wo jia my home.

fioke Vs 7%

ta lai h& cha <)

He is coming for tea. (lit. he is coming to drink tea)

The motion in the above sentence moves towards the speaker. 3 lai to come is followed by

the verbal clause hé cha drink tea.

¥ LB O)E K B

wd qu sha dian mai sha <0

I’'m going to the bookshop to buy books.

The motion in the above sentence moves away from the speaker. Z qu to go is followed by
the noun shi dian bookshop.

L LB

wd qu mai sha =)

I'm going out to buy books. (lit. I'm going to buy books)

The motion in the above sentence moves away from the speaker. Z qu to go is followed by

the verbal clause 3£+ mai sha buy books.

Apart from indicating motion direction, & lai has the following functions.
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1. It can mean that let sh. do sth ...

& ok 4 IR AE ok AR B
wo lai géinizuo =) wd 14 jido ni han ya <)
Let me do it for you. Let me teach you Chinese.

2. 3 lai is used for ordering food and drinks in restaurants. The expression implies the ‘Bring
me’ ...that you might say to a waiter:

K MY e M ok

lai yi ping pijiu <) lai yi béi kafei <l
1'd like a bottle of beer. 1'd like a cup of coffee.
Use of &

A ydu means to have. This is the only verb whose negative form is % méiydu not have.

/N bu not is not used with A you.

The Chinese word A yOu to have is not used when translating an English past participle. In

other words, & you to have is not used when saying ‘I have done my work’.

Review of interrogatives following "G

The interrogative expression 1'% hdoma is it OK? / how about? is used in making

suggestions. #1-"% hdoma is placed at the end of a statement to form a question. For instance:
AT L F B OB L W2
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wdmen qu kan dianying haoma i)
Shall we go and see a film? / How about seeing a film?

FATEFE H 5 women qu kan dianying we are going to see a film is a statement. haoma

is

it OK? / how about? is added at end to form a question with the force of a suggestion. The use

of haoma is similar to the use of the sentence particle ba. However, the sentence particle ba

has a more assertive tone (equivalent to the first person plural imperative ‘let’s’ in English),

while hdoma leaves more of the choice to the listener.

If we replace %" haoma with the sentence particle ba in the above statement, the

imperative connotation is stronger.

A £ F B OB O
women qu kan dianying ba <)
(Come on.) Let’s go and see a film.

The answers for both types of question are either % hdo OK or bu xing no (not OK). The

negative answer bu xing no (not OK) is often followed by a reason. For instance, to give a

negative answer to the above suggestion, we could say:

A, R R E N K B EEH AR
bl xing, wd gén wo nan péngyou yigi  qu kan jingju =b)
Sorry, I can’t; my boyfriend and I are going to a Peking Opera.

NB Apologies such as sorry are not as common in Chinese as in English.

Modal particle T

This section gives a brief introduction to the use of the end-of-sentence particle J le. This

modal particle 1" le may be used in the following situations.
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1. To indicate change
2. To indicate imminent action

3. To indicate excessiveness (Please see notes on X... 1)

1. The modal particle I le can be used to indicate change, such as in the weather, in seasons

or in time.

[ S ESHE N
lizngdianban le =) dangtian le <)
1t’s 2:30 now. 1t’s winter now.

The modal particle 1 le can also indicate a change of situation, or that a situation no longer

exists.

T EE I AT Wy WA FH AT LT

ding laosht qunian jidao women hanzi, xianzai jiao women yufa le =)
Mr Ding taught us Chinese characters last year. He teaches us grammar now.
AR 22 T

wé bushi Izoshi le <)

I am no longer a teacher.

The modal particle J le in the above examples implies “now”. The following end-of-

sentence | also has the function of bringing the action of “learning” into the present.

T Wik w7y =T,
wo xué hanyu xuéle san ge yué le <)
I have been studying Chinese for three months.

Here, the modal particle | le at the end of the sentence indicates that the action of learning is

still going on. Without the end-of-sentence | le it means that the action of learning has been

59


http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Grammar%20database/grammar_database.htm#%E5%A4%AA%20for%20excessiveness

Elementary Chinese Grammar &AM IEE: | 2011

completed.
2. The modal particle 1 le is used as a sentence component to indicate that an action is about
to take place. The other components used in this type of sentence pattern are £ yao, #f jiu

and & kuai. Possible formulas for this speech pattern are as follows.

o H.T
o PRLTLHRELLT, Pl T
o RELLT,EIR.LT.
The imminent action is placed between % yao, &t jit, & kuai and 1 le. Other possible

elements that can be placed in this speech pattern are time words (such as winter, summer,

June and 10 o’clock), verb-object phrases, and verbs. For instance,

o+ = H 7. (month) Pe 2 & R 1. (season)

kuai shi eryue le =) kuaiyao dongtian le <)

It’s nearly December. 1t’s almost winter.

NCTH Sk T, (verb) it E P % 1. (verb-object)
xido ding yao lai le <) jitl yao kai ché le <)

Xiao Ding is about to arrive. The bus is about to leave.

[1] The term of "stative verbs™ is used in Colloguial Chinese by T ung and Pollard. It is
described as "predicative-only adjectives” on page 68, in Chinese A Comprehensive
Grammar by Yip Po-Ching and Don Rimmington and it is described as "adjectival verbs"
on page 56, in Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar by Claudia Ross and Jing-heng Sheng
Ma

[2] Co-verb phrases are called prepositional phrases in Modern Mandarin Chinese
Grammar; prepositions in Practical Chinese Reader

[3] Measure words are called classifiers in Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar
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Adverbs Bt and F4 with time words and numbers

The adverbs #f jitand 7~ cai serve many functions in sentences, and this section will
introduce two particular usages. & jittand 7" cai should be placed before verbs in
sentences. The use of & jiu or 4~ cai expresses the notion that the timing of an event is

earlier or later than expected. Let us look at how these adverbs are used in the following

sentences.

NT SR ON R B W T
Xigoding jintian ba dian shuijiaole <)
Xiao Ding went to bed at eight o’clock.

The above sentence relates the fact that the action of going to sleep happened at eight o’clock,

but by using the adverb & jiu, the sentence becomes:

N T SRR O T
Xidoding jintian ba dian jit shuijidole <)
Xiao Ding went to bed (as early as) eight o’clock.

As you can see, the adverb % jiti is placed before the verb B shui to sleep in the above
sentence. i jiti is used to comment on the preceding time expression /\ 1 ba dian eight

o’clock, and indicates that it was earlier than the speaker expected. In other words, the speaker
Is expecting Xiao Ding to go to sleep after eight o’clock.

NT SRR A EE B

Xigoding jintian ba dian cai shuijiao <)

Xiao Ding only went to bed at eight o clock. (Lit Xiao Ding went to bed as late as eight
o’clock.)

The adverb 7 cai implies “only then”. In other words, the speaker is expecting Xiao Ding to
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go to sleep before eight o’clock. Notice that in addition to the adverb Xt jiu being replaced

by 7" céi, the end of sentence particle J~ le has also disappeared in the above sentence.

. jitior 7~ céi can also be used to express a view on a number that is smaller or bigger than
expected. Let us see the effect that the adverbs 4 jit and 7~ céi have on the following

sentences.

fis w1 A AR T Fo
ta yong liang ge xidoshi zhuo le yidun zhénggué cai. <)
He took two hours to cook a Chinese meal. (Lit He used two hours....)

The adverbs & jiu and 7" cdi are not used in the above sentence. The sentence only states

the fact that it has taken him two hours to cook a Chinese meal. However, if Ff jiti is added to

the above sentence, it becomes:

fis AW A AN T W b Ko
ta yong liang ge xiaoshi jiu zhuo le yidun zhongguo céi.qw)

It only took him two hours to cook a Chinese meal. (Lit It took him as little as two hours to
cook a Chinese meal.)

Al jiv is used to comment on the preceding period of time P>/ lidng ge xidoshi two
hours. The speaker thinks that two hours is a short length of time. However, if 7 céi is used

instead, as demonstrated below, the sentence has a different implication, although the

meaning is similar.
e W A AN A E T W *o

ta yong liang ge xiaoshi céai zhuo le yidun zhongguo cai. <)

He only finished cooking a Chinese meal after two hours. (Lit It took him as long as two
hours to cook a Chinese meal.)

By using the adverb 74 cdi in the above sentence, the speaker shows that he thinks that the

preceding two hour period of time is of short length. The sentence implies that it took him as
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long as two hours to cook the meal.

When using the adverbs &ft jiu and 7~ cdi, one must remember the following points.

1. #t jiuand 7 cai must be placed before verbs
2. #t jitor 7 céi can be used to comment on preceding time words and number words
which are earlier and smaller or later and larger than expected.

3. The end of sentence particle 1 le is not used when 4" cdi is used.

Complement of degree &

The complement degree construction is commonly used in the following situations.

1. To describe habitual actions. In other words, it is used to describe how someone
normally does something.
2. To describe the result of a particular action.

3. To describe the extent of a stative verb.

73 de is always preceded by a verb. It is important to remember that when you use a verb
which is in the verb-object form, you must make sure that the verb (but not the object) is
placed before 15 de. Because of this, a verb is often repeated in the first part of a

complement of degree construction. For instance,

S v-0 / topic v 8 | adv
& iRl U5 IR P
wo you yong yéu |de | hén kuai<)

I swim very quickly.

As you may know, ¥k youydng is a verb in the V-O form, in other words, 3k yong is a
noun, so it should not be placed before %3 de. In spoken Chinese, people often omit the object

of a V-0 phrase when using the complement of degree construction. If the V-O (topic) is

clear to listeners, the topic can be omitted.
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For example:

S v-0 / topic % 5 | adv

EEd || IR P

wd you |de [hén kuai)

I swim very quickly.

A~ bu, the negation for the complement of degree is placed before adverbs. For example,

S v-0 / topic v B | A adv
& e K | 1E | A PR
wo you ydng you |[de |ba kuaid)

I don't swimming quickly.

Sometimes the verb in the topic is omitted to avoid repetition, and the object of the sentence

can be placed before the verb. For instance,

S v-0 / topic v & | adv
i o EH ¥ £ |15 |’ A Hi
ta zhonggud cai zud | de |zhén bucuo)

She cooks Chinese meal really well.

The above examples describe habitual actions. When the complement of degree is used to

describe the outcome of a particular completed action, a time word is needed, as a verb that is

placed before £ de cannot take the aspect particle T le. For example,

tw S V-0 / topic v /5 ladv
PN i | * E 'O
zuotian wanshang ta zhonggud cai zud [de  [zhén bacudo<)

She cooked a Chinese meal really well last night.

However, the aspect | le does not affect verbs that are used to describe the outcome of

actions. In other words, verbs that are placed after 3 de can still take aspect 1 le. For

example,
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S Y 75 | degree
NES Ao [ | RT W K.
Xido Wang nangud |de |kale liangtian<)

Xiao Wang was so sad that she cried for two days.

As you may have noticed, aspect J le is used for the verb to cry in the clause that describes
the stative verb i nanguo to be sad. The above example illustrates the fact that the #4 de

construction can also be used to describe the extent of the stative verb. For instance,

S sV 78 | degree
H X A |3, M OAE 2T,
Zhong wén nan de | wémén déu bu xiang xué le <)

Chinese is so difficult that we don’t want to learn it any more!

In the above sentence, the phrase FATHIAAE S 7 wdmén dou bu xiang xué le we don 't

want to learn it any more describes the extent of the difficulty.

S sV 75 | degree
Al 1o 5 KA A HE .
women mang de | mé&itian dou bu shuijiao =)

We are so busy that we don’t even sleep a single day.

The phrase we don 't even sleep a single day describes the extent of the matter.
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The use of the adverbial #t

The adverbial particle Hii de is used to describe the way or manner in which an action is
carried out. The descriptions can be adverbs or phrases with an adverbial function. Adverbs

used to describe actions should be placed before i de as demonstrated below.

S adv Hh v 0
i WH £ 4Kk 571 = W
ta rénzhén de | zaizhishang xiéle sange _hanzil)

He very carefully wrote three Chinese characters on a piece of paper.

S adv Hh v 0
f —E—% i £ 4k 57 = DT
ta bi yi bi de | zai zhi shang xié le sange hanzi<)

Stroke by stroke, he wrote three Chinese characters on a piece of paper.

As you may have noticed, the aspect | le is used in the above sentences. The adverb phrase

—Z%—2% 1 yibiyibi de stroke by stroke is placed before the co-verb phrase 7E4% I zai

zhi shang to be on paper.

The negation for the adverbial . sentences is 4~ bu, which is placed before the adverbial

phrases. For example,

S A adv Hh v 0
fity AN E i 5 PF s
ta bu rénzhén de | zai zhi shang xié hanzi<)

He is carelessly writing Chinese characters on a piece of paper.
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The negation 7% méi is used for denying that an action has taken place in the suggested
manner. For example, if someone says "he wrote Chinese characters very carefully”, you can

deny it by saying

S % adv Hh v 0
f wOINHHh E 4% b 5 o
ta méi rénzhén de | zai zhi shang xié hanzi<)

He didn't write the Chinese characters carefully on the paper.
The above Chinese sentence implies that he did write the Chinese characters, but he didn't do

it in a careful manner.

A monosyllabic adverb is reduplicated when using the adverbial i de and the duplicated

adverb is often pronounced in the first tone. For instance,

S adv Hh v 0
il g 18 Hh 1t 4% b 57 =~ W
ta tamanman de | zaizhishang xiéle sange hanzi<l)

He slowly wrote three Chinese characters on a piece of paper.

The object 7 hanzi Chinese character in the above examples is attached to a number word
and a measure word. When an object has nothing else attached to it, the adverbial #t de can

be omitted. For instance,

fis & 2 N H T

ta zdngshi rénzhén gongzuo<))

He always works conscientiously.

N EOR OB BLE AT
Xiao Wang zongshi nu i xuéxi th‘mgwénm)
Xiao Wang always studies Chinese diligently.

The above sentences describe habitual actions. You might ask if the complement of degree
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construction can be used to describe the above situation. Of course you can, but it would be

something like this.

NoE R 3 AR R I
Xiao Wang xuéxi Zhongweén xuéxi de hén hao <)
Xiao Wang studies Chinese well.

You have to remember that the adverbial construction describes the manner in which an
action is carried out, and the complement of degree construction focuses on the outcome of an

action. As you can see from the above examples, %% 77 ni li diligent is used to describe the
manner and 4 hao well/excellently is a description on the outcome of Xiao Wang’s

studying.
Resultative Verb Complements

A resultative verb complement is formed by an action verb and a resultative word. A
resultative word can be a verb or a stative verb describing the outcome of an action. The
examples of resultative words are 5¢ wan to finish as in 5 5¢ xiéwan to finish writing and
J& 4 qingchu to be clear as in 5 4% xiéqgingchu to write it clearly. The formula of the
resultative verb complements reflects the sequence of action. For instance 5 5¢ xiéwan finish
writing in Chinese becomes writing finish, as finish is the outcome of the action of writing.
Some Chinese verbs are in the form of resultative verb complements such as

& W, kanjian to see

Wr L tingjian to hear

% 3 zhdodao to find

When translating a sentence into Chinese it is important to ask yourself if the verb of the

sentence is an action verb of or it is a verb with an outcome.

The following list consists of the most commonly used resultative complements.
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Verbs

Resultative
complements

Examples

% look; " listen

I, to sense

fREr W BRSO AR M2

ni ting jian ta chang gé le ma<)

Did you hear her singing?

% look; W listen | 1% to k& FE ORI
understand
wo méi kan dong keweén=l)
I didn’t understand the text (by reading through it).
JI put 7E to be B E 7 bk Ig
infon/at

shi fang zai zhudzi shang le<!)

The book has been put on the table.

i% give (sth.as a

5 to give (to

L S 1= N S

present); & take; | a person)

ik return; £ lend cidian huangéi Xiao Wang le<)
The dictionary has been returned to Xiao Wang.
LB aT = 1o
wd de shi jié g&i Ding Yun le<)
My book has been lent to Ding Yun.

i% give (as a %] to reach BT 2R THE =

present); % study; | (to a place)

2 send/post wdmen xué dao le di san ke
We have reached Lesson Three.
RIS 7N + % AR fEE ET
nide xin Xido Wang song dao ni sushu qu le<!)
Your letter has been delivered to your dormitory by
Xiao Wang.

SE buy; 17 eat; My | # toobtain | F& % K F] MBI

drink; f& borrow
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wd méi mai dao di ta)
I didn’t get hold of the map.

£SO B N B M =
Lo

wd méi chi dao Xido Wang zuo de dianxin=)

1 didn’t get to eat the Dianxin made by Xiao Wang.

2 study Ztomaster | 11 #H ¥ oo T
wdmen ddu xué hui Zhdngwen le<)
We have all mastered Chinese.

1% give (as a Etobeaway | AL¥ X & T,

present); £ take

i wi song zou le<l)

The presents have been delivered.

£ to take; i to
remember

¥ to be fixed

LLSE S O U< T ] 6
ji zhu xué guod de shengci<h)
Remember the words that (you) have learned. (It

implies that you should fix the words into your
memory. One could also say

T, W& % e
wojile  késhiméiji zhul)

| tried, but | failed to remember)

{E£ do; 5 write;
2 study

11 to be
satisfactory

AE R T

wé zud hio fan le <)

I have finished cooking the meal.
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{& do; 5 write; E to be PR BT .
i say wrong

ni shud cuo le<l)
You've said it wrong.
=R S (SR
wo méi zuo cuo)

I didn’t do it wrong.

fE do; 5 write; | X} to be right
it say
5 write; it say | &% to be (S5 S S
clear

ni méi shud gingchu)
You didn’t say it clearly.
®5 W T

wo xié gingchu le<l)

I’ve written it clearly.

When two objects (both direct and indirect) are involved in a sentence, the direct object is

often placed at the beginning of the sentence. For example

B ®EaN £ T

sha wd jie gé&i Xiao Wang le<l)

I've lent the book to Xiao Wang.

e+ 2 & E 2 ARK BN L T
ni de chenshan wd na dao ni de woshi qu le<h)
['’ve taken your shirt to your bedroom.

Both the direct objects of the sentences above, 5 shd book and 442 ni de chénshan

your shirt are placed at the beginning of the sentence. The resultative word 25 géi to is
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followed by a person: /M F Xiao Wang and the resultative word #| dao to is followed by a

place: /i[¥]Fih %= ni de woshi your bedroom.

The use of )\ and B

M coéng from is used as a co-verb in sentences such as

7 N A RTRIL
Xido Wang cong ta jia lai le zhér

Xiao Wang came here from his home.

% i from cannot be used in the same way, but is used to measure the distance between two

objects. For instance,

A B |B SV
XK Rl Rz,
wo jia li | xuéyuan hén yuan <)

My home is a long way from the college.
A E |B V + distance
X L A = % O,
wo jia li | xuéyuan ydu san yinglir-)

It is three miles from my home to the college.

A B (B V + duration
™ K E & B N B
wo jia li | xuéyuan zou lu yT ge xidoshi <))

It takes an hour to walk to the college from my home.
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The & Ii construction can also be used to measure duration. For example,

A E |B V + duration
WfE B FiR & A
xianzai li | xiake Haiydu yiké zhong=!)

It is 15 minutes from now to the end of the class.

The co-verbs M céng from and %I dao to can also be used to measure distance and duration

in the following sentence patterns.

A 3 |B SV
M * K B B (P
cong | wo jia dao | xuéyuan hén yuan <)
My home is a long way from the college.
M A F |B V+ distance
M * K | ¥ K = H,
cong | wo jia dao | xuéyuan ydu san yinglir)

It is three miles from my home to the college.

M A F |B V + duration
M * XK N A A N B
cong | wo jia dao | xuéyuan z5u 1U yT ge xigoshi=)

It takes an hour to walk to the college from my home.

M A F (B V + duration
M W AE # | MR & A —Z .
cong | Xianzai | dao | xiake haiydu yiké zhong=l)

It is 15 minis between now and the end of the class.
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Negation and question words are placed next to the main verbs or stative verbs expressing

distance or duration as demonstrated below.

A = B Y,
S B ¥ b I L
wo jia li | xuéyuan yuan ma <)

Is it far from my home to the college?

A = B SV
& XK ERET A .
wo jia li | xuéyuan bu yuan<)

It is not far from my home to the college.

A = B Y,
®x B ¥ B 1
wo jia li | xuéyuan dud yuan <)

How far is it from my home to the college?

Directional Verb Complements

A direction verb complement can be formed by an action verb such as & z6u to walk and a

word that expresses direction of action such as 2t jin in or i ch@ out. For instance:

& B
zou jin jiaoshi <)

To walk into the classroom.
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The following list consists of the single directional words.

#} dai to wear

Verbs Directional Examples
complements
F£ guatohang | _Eshangup,on [# L Hh P

gua shang di ta <)
To hang up the map.

# b g T
dai shang maozi <)

To put on the hat.

F+ kai to drive

2 ji to post

i fangtoput | F xia down 7 G N

fang xia sha <)

To put down the book.
i zbutowalk | jinin L i =
% nato take ché kai jin le xuéyuan <)
FF kai to drive The car has been driven into the college.
i zéutowalk | Hi chi out O #H =
% nato take z6u chi jiaoshi <)
H Kkai to drive To walk out of the classroom.
£ z6u to walk 8] hui back Z n %
£ na to take na huf jia <)

To take (bring) it back home.
GG
ji_hui Zhongguo <)

To post it back to China.
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i zdutowalk | id guoacross, | i TH JE
past, over
IF kai to drive z6u guo le shadian <)

Walked pass the bookshop.

A directional verb complement can also be formed without an action verb by a directional

word with =& 14i to come or 7% qu to go. Both >k l&i and 2% qu indicate the position of the
speaker. >k lai to come indicates that the direction is moving towards the speaker and 2 qu

to go indicates that the direction is moving away from the speaker. For instance, if your
teachers are having a meeting in the classroom and you are outside, you might advise your
fellow students:

Vil ESCiS

bié jin qu=l)

Don’t go in.

Another type of directional verb complement is called the combined directional verb
complement. This is formed by an action verb, a directional word and >k 1ai to come or 2
gu to go as in:

& ik

zoujinlai<)

Walking in.

>k 1ai to come in the above phrase indicates that the direction of i jin entering is moving

towards the speaker, in other words the speaker is in the room. Adirect object is often
inserted into a combined directional complement. Let’s introduce a subject and an object to

the above phrase.
NOE B BT HE K
Xiao Wang zou jin le jiaoshi 1ai<h)

Xiao Wang walked into the classroom. (The speaker is in the classroom.)
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>k 14i to come implies that the action is moving towards the speaker. In other words, the

speaker is in the classroom. You may also have noticed that the aspect particle 7 le is

placed after the directional word i jin in. The following list consists of combined

directional complements.

Verbs Directional Examples
complements
Hl paoto | Iok/Z: ANoE B T A
run shang
lai/qu on Xido Wang pao shang le shan qu <)

7E zOu to

walk Xiao Wang ran up the mountain. (The speaker is at the
bottom of the mountain.)

ZEnato

take NOT =R TR K

FF kai to Xigo Ding néa shang le yi bai cha 1ai <)

drive
Xiao Ding brought up a cup of tea. (The speaker is
upstairs.)

i zouto | FoR/Z: fiE T THE K.

walk xialai /qu down
ta zou xia le 16u lai <)

4 pdo to

run He walked down from upstairs. (The speaker is
downstairs.)

Znato

take

FF kai to

drive

i zou to | HEk/Z: Al e B %

walk jinlai/qu in
bié zéu jin gongyuan qu <)

Hi p&o to

run Don’t go into the park. (The speaker is outside park.)

Znato

take

H kai to

drive
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i zbuto | Hik/Z: (AP R = B 1 I 8
walk cha lai /qu out
ta zou cha le fangjian lai <)
i paoto
run She walked out of the room. (The speaker is outside the
room.)
Znato
take
H kai to
drive
i zOu to | [E]k/Z: = AU IR
walk hui lai /qu back
wd pao hui le jia qu <)
4 pdo to
run I ran home. (The speaker is away from home.)
ZEnato
take
FF kai to
drive
i zouto | idk/% o= TR B ok b E kT —
walk guo lai /qu KX OP L)
across, past,
il padoto | over ta na guole yi bén sha lai)(ta na guoléi le yi bén
run sha <)
Z nato She brought over a book.
take
H kai to
drive
ui zhan | gk AT # k.
to stand qi lai up (Z qu

is not used with

& qi)

nimen dou zhan gilai <)

You all stand up.
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Potential Verb Complements

A potential verb complement is used to describe the capability of carrying out an action, such
as being capable of speaking Chinese or being capable of finishing one’s homework. A

potential complement is formed from the following three elements.

1. anaction verb
2. 19 de (for affirmative) or A~ bu (for negative)

3. aresultative (apart from 7£, 45 and %) or directional complement.

For examples

H BN £ ANt HE X
kan de jian<) zdu bu jin jiaoshi qu=h)
To be able to see To be unable to walk into the classroom

The following examples demonstrate how potential verb complements are used in colloquial

Chinese. If you can’t hear someone, you might say to him or her:

W AT AR B

wd ting bu jian ni shué de hua=l)

I can’t hear what you are saying.

If the door of the classroom is locked, you might say to your teacher:
o= 11 x FH AL AL

jilaoshi mén guan zhe wdmen zd6u bu jin qu =)

The classroom door is closed and we can’t get in.
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If you have too much homework for the day, you might say to your teacher:

SR MG AR 2T, WAE A K.

Jintiande lianxi tai duo le women zuobu wan<)

There are too many exercises and we can 't finish them today.

The following list consists of those commonly used potential verb complements which have
not devolved from resultative and directional verb complements.

5 xié to write

Y& zud to do, to
cook

Verbs Potential Examples
complements
7, chi to eat BIAT tobe | fhi—MAN F A T X H,
able/unable to
¥ shud to ta yi ge rén zuo bu lizo zheé jian shi <)
speak,

He can’t deal with this matter on his own.

£ néato take
7 zou to walk

4 p&o to run

B30 to be
able/unable to
move

K OBEAR Z, R EH 5
dongxi bu dud, wd na de dong <)

There isn’t so much stuff: I can take it (On my own).

{¥ zhu to live,
to stay

A& zud to sit, to
seat

v zhan to
stand

24T to
have/don’t
have room for

XM B R A LA AT
zhé jian fang zhu de xia ji ge rén <)

How many people can this room accommodate?

i fang to put

& zhao to take
(a photo)

154 F
can/cannot be
fitted on/in

IS/ 7~ RS G A

hou bian de fangzi zhao de shang ma <)

Can the house in the background be fitted into the
photo?
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S maitobuy | A ' E A EXILW B T
can/cannot

1% chi toeat | afford wd mai b g zher de fangzi <

5% hé to drink I can’’t afford to buy the houses round here.

Comparatives kt with stative verbs and complements of
degree

Et. bito compare and 7% méiyou not as...as are used with stative verbs to compare

feelings and objects, while the ‘complement of degree’ construction is used when comparing

two actions. We will be focusing on the following three sentence patterns in this section.

To compare feelings

Object A AP Z] Object B Feeling words (V-O)
Eha bt | R X
wo bi/méiyou | ni xiangjia <)

I’'m more home-sick than you. / I'm not as home-Sick as you are.

Object A HIEE Object B Feeling words (V)
EAd brt | R =R F
wo bi/méiyou | ni xihuan xuéxi<

I like studying more than you do. / I don’t like studying as much as you do.

To To compare two objects

Object A &R Object B Stative verb
eI bl R ) %
wo de shi bi/méiyou | ni(de sha) dus<)

I have more books than you. / I don’t have as many books as you do.
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Object A AN Z:] Object B Stative verb
®E R K B s [REE R K ) [ £

w0 zudtian mai de sha | bi/méiyou | ni (zudtian mai de shu) dus<)

Yesterday I bought more books than you. / Yesterday I didn’t buy as many books as you did.

When the description of “object A” is clear, the description of “object B can be omitted. The
above example, comparing quantities of books (that | bought and you bought yesterday) can
also be changed into a comparison of two actions by using the complement of degree

construction.

To compare two actions

Action A Hiss Action B Result of action
HE R £ B Lok | R E 15 %
wo zudtian mai sha bi/méiyou | ni mai de dus<)

Yesterday | bought more books than you did. / Yesterday I didn’t buy as many books as you
did.

You might have noticed that the complement of degree construction is divided into two parts
in the above example. The topic, which consists of the SVO, appears in “Action A”, and the

extent of the action appears in “Action B”. Let’s look at some more examples.

Action A s Action B Result of action
*H W F bk [IRE 15 2R
wo xié Hanzi bi/méiyou | ni xié de piaoliéngq’n

I write Chinese characters more elegantly than you do. / I don’t write Chinese characters as
elegantly as you do.

The adverb 18 hén very is not used in comparatives. If the expression “very much” is needed

in a sentence, %2 | dudle much more can be added after the stative verb or any adverbs.
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For example:
Object A k. Object B Stativeverb + £ 7
Ll IR & t GNCRESE) £ Z 7
wo de sha b ni(de sha) duo dusle<)

I have many more books than you.
Action A 54 Action B Adverb + £7
® 5 W ¥ H e A
woO xié Hanzi bi ni xié de piaoliang dusle=)

I write Chinese characters much more elegantly than you do.

K géng even more / less is placed before a verb to compare the feelings of two people. For

example:
Object A 4 Object B Feeling words (V-O)
£59 54 {5 HoOoM XK
w0 bi ni géng xigngjia<l)

I’'m even more home-sick than you.

Object A k. Object B Feeling words (V)
Eid ke {45 OBk E
wo bi ni géng xihuan xuéxi<)

I like studying even more than you do.

ANEE bubi not more than... is another negative comparative construction. The difference
between AN Lt bubi sentences and ¢ méiyou sentences is that in a A~ b bubi sentence the
quality of the object that appears before ALt bubi is not better than that of the object that
appears after A~ Lt bubi, but could be of the same quality. However, in % méiyou
sentences the quality of the object that appears before ¥ méiyou is always worse than that

of the object that appears after & méiyou.
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For example:
Object A BE Object B Stative verb
LIS b %A IR ) %
wo de shii méiyou | ni(de sha) duo=)

[ don’t have as many books as you do. (You have more books.)

Object A Ak Object B Stative verb
AP AL GGRIRD) %
wo de shii bubi ni(de sha) duc=)

I don’t have more books than you. (I may have the same amount as you, but not more.)

Comparatives with —#f

The expression —#¥ yiyang as same as ... is used to make two objects equal. For example:

Object A 2} Object B —FE
A | IREgT —FF
wo de sha géng | ni de sha yiyang<)
My book is the same as yours.
The negative form of this construction is
Object A B Object B A—rE
A | IREgt A—FE
wo de shii géng | ni de shi buyiyang<)

My book is not the same as yours.

—F£ yiyang can also be used to compare feelings, objects and actions. Let’s use the

examples in the above section with the expression —#¥ yiyang as same as ...
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To compare feelings

The negating A bu is placed before the co-verb #R géng when expressing feelings.

Object A ()R Object B —FE Feeling words (V-
0)
£5d s R —FF B X
WO géng ni yiyang xiangjia<)
| 'm as home-sick as you are.
Object A (F)ER Object B —FE Feeling words (V)
K g} {5 — HR
wo géng ni yfyang xihuan xuéxi<l)

I like studying as much as you do.

To compare two objects (the negating A~ bu is placed before —#¢ yiyang.)

Object A i Object B (A)—#£ | Stative verb
S ARE iR R 45) — %

wo de shii géng | ni(de shi) yiyang dua<)
I have the same number of books as you do.

Object A i Object B (A)—#¢ | Stative verb
T WE R K A | NG S S R e =2 %
)
wo zudtian mai de géng | ni(zudtian mai de yiyang du()ﬂ”))
shi shi)

Yesterday | bought the same number of books as you did.

To compare two actions (the negating A bu is placed before —# yiyang.)

Action A S Action B (A)—#¢ | Result of action
wIE R K R sk 15 —F EZ
wd zudtian mai shi géng | ni maide yivang | qua<

Yesterday | bought the same number of books as you did.
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Action A R Action B (A)—#£ | Result of action
HH W T i (SCEE — o
wo xié Hanzi géng | nixié de yiyang piaoliéngﬂ”?)

I write Chinese characters as elegantly as you do.

The # sentence construction

The # ba construction is used to talk about, for example: handling or disposing of a

particular object (such as sending a particular letter to somewhere); saying a particular

sentence clearly; or putting something somewhere.

The verbs used in % ba sentences take complicated forms such resultative complements,

directional complements and the complement of degree. Because of the complex use of verbs

in the 8 ba construction, it is important to learn or revise the grammar points that are in the

other sections relating to the % ba construction before embarking on this section.

Although # ba is not often used as a verb in modern Chinese, it still retains the meaning of

to hold or to grasp. In this section I will introduce # ba as a co-verb in the % ba

construction. Please note in this context that sequence is important in Chinese when it comes

to describing actions. The first action in a sequence should come first in an utterance. The

way to learn co-verb sentences properly is to understand the description of sequence in

Chinese word order. The following two patterns are commonly used to form £ ba

sentences.

1. A sentence with a verb and direct and indirect objects

S (BT O direct V+ other element | O indirect
A it & v N E
Xiao Li ba Xin ji_géile Xido Wangﬂ”))

Xiao Li has sent the letter to Xiao Wang.
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S (B | Odirect V+ other element | O indirect
N = 1t {5 75 £ H L7
Xiao Li ba Xin Ji dao th‘)ngguc’) qu |e‘<]n))

Xiao Li has sent the letter to China.

These two sentences show how the direct and indirect objects are connected by the verb
complements 77 #5 ji géisend toand % Z|ji dao send to. (The complement 25 géi to is
followed by persons and the complement %I dao to is followed by places.) The above
examples also demonstrate that ‘aspect” | le is placed after the verbs: in the first example it

is placed after 27 %5 ji géisend to and in the second example it is placed after 2 qu.

2. A sentence with a verb and an object

S (BT O V+ other element
{5 B AL i LR
ni meéi ba hua shuod angchl‘]ﬂ’))

You didn’t say it clearly.

The negation ¥ méi did not is placed before the co-verb 32 ba in the above sentence.

Modal verbs, adverbial 3 de and co-verb phrases can also precede % ba. For example

S il O V+ other element
{5 = 1 i YooE K e
ni yao ba hua shud gingchu ma<)

Would you like to say it clearly?

S E il @) V+ other element
R X)L 1 o a5 .
ni zai zhér  ba hua shud gingchu=l))

Say it clearly here.
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S w’ O V+ other element
R — ) —hJHh 1 Yo JE .
ni yi leyi Ju de ba hua shuo angchuﬂ’n

Say it clearly, sentence by sentence.

The following list consists of five types of the most common elements that can be attached to

verbs in £ sentences.

1. Complement of degree

S i O V+ complement of degree
4 i 1 WO/ AR E
ni ba hua shud de faichang qingchu=l)

Youve said it very clearly indeed.

2. Resultative complements apart from J.

S il o] V+ resultative complement
{45 i i Yo HT T
ni ba hua shud chuo le<)

You've said it wrong.

3. Directional complements

S 1T o] V+ directional complement
{5 1 BEZ = 3K,
ni ba chénshan na jinlai<)
Bring in the shirt.
4. ...action measures
S il O V+ action measure
{45 1 J5 1] BT,
ni ba fangjian | zhangli yixia<)

Tidy up the room a little.
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5. ...%&(as a continuous aspect)

S i O V+&H

L) 1 ] I+

ni ba mén kai zhe <)

Leave the door open.

Potential verb complements are not used in the % ba construction; instead the modal verb

At néng is placed before 8 ba.

S m o] V+ other element
1R LA R e, 56 g2
ni néng ba fan chTt wan ma'ﬂﬁ))

Can you finish this meal?

Passive with #%, ik, 'Y and &

In Chinese, the passive constructions with #% bei il: rang 1Y jiao and 45 géi are not as

frequently used as are passive constructions in English. For instance, when translating the

previous sentence into Chinese, one would not use the bei construction.

1. The co-verbs # béi il: rang MY jiao and 25 géi are used to introduce the agent of a

passive sentence, as in FHIZEH /N FAEE T wo de ché bei Xido Wang jié z6u le

my car has been borrowed by Xiao Wang. The co-verb #% béi introduces the agent,

Xiao Wang, who has carried out the action of borrowing. All the co-verbs above have

the same function when introducing the agent of a passive sentence, but # béi is the

most commonly used. The following tables show the sentence components that are

used in the #% béi construction.

89



Elementary Chinese Grammar F&AH 552

2011

sbject béi/rangl/jiaol/géi | agent verb + other elements
W% [ #/ik/ /g | E 5 & 7

wo de | béi/rangljiao/géi | Xido Wang jie zou le=l)

che

My car has been borrowed by Xiao Wang.

sbject béi/rang/jiaol/géi | agent verb + other elements
WA | gk, W /g [k It bl XL T
wo de beéi/rang/jiao/gé&i | Xido Wang K3i hui jia qu 1<)
ché

My car has been driven back home by Xiao Wang.

You might have noticed that the ‘action verb plus other element’ constructions used in the
above sentences are complicated ones. Which elements that can be used with verbs in a #{

béi construction? Let’s look at the following list.
2. The elements that are commonly preceded by verbs in the bei construction are:

--resultative complements

--directional complements

--the complement of degree
--action measures

As you may have noticed, the elements that are used in the # bei sentence construction are
very similar to the ones used in the 2 ba construction. After learning the examples below

please try to reformulate them as % ba constructions.

sbject beéi/rangljiao/géi | Agent verb + resultative complement
HIAR 2 A W S & I 7
dianshi bei/rangljiao/géi | Xido Wang it hao le<)

The TV has been mended by Xiao Wang.

90



Elementary Chinese Grammar F&AH 552

2011

sbject béi/rangljiao/géi | agent verb + directional complement
EAIEE #Ak/ /g [ E ot x LT

wo de béi/rang/jiao/géi | Xiao Wang kai  hufjia qu le=<)

ché

My car has been driven back home by Xiao Wang.

sbject bei/rang/jiaolgéi | agent verb + complement of degree
J5 18] #we/ik/ o/ N E Hha B/ R® T
fangjian béi/rang/jiao/géi | Xiao Wang dasdo de hén génjingﬂﬂ))

The room has been cleaned up very nicely by Xiao Wang.

sbject beéi/rangl/jiaol/géi | agent verb + action measure
I Y = M T =)L

wo de béi/rang/jiaoc/géi | Xidao Wang yong le yihu()rﬂ”)
che

My car has been used by Xiao Wang for a little while.

3. #% beéi can also be used to form a passive sentence without introducing an agent, but %5

géi ik jiaoand 'Y rang cannot be used in this way. For example,

sbject bei

verb + other elements

% e

oW\ KK T

wo de ché béi

kai  huijia qu le<l)

My car has been driven back home.

sbject bei verb + other elements
H AL Y & T
dianshi bei XiU hao |eﬂm)

The TV has been mended.
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sbject bei verb + other elements
] {4 T /R T &
fangjian bei dasdo de hén ganjing/)

The room has been cleaned up very nicely.

sbject bei verb + other elements
R e B B DL AR
kéwén bei fanyi chéng Hanyu le</)

The room has been cleaned up very nicely.

4. The above examples also indicate that aspect le is used when expressing the idea of an

action that has happened. ¥ méi not can be followed by the co-verb #% béi to change the

above examples into the negative form in order to deny that the action has taken place. For

example, if someone says that:

sbject bei agent verb + resultative complement
D i I
dianshi béi XidoWang | xiac  hao le<)

The TV has been mended by Xiao Wang.

You can deny that the action has taken place by saying:

sbject meéi beéi agent verb + resultative complement
AR % W NE RS
dianshi méi bei Xido Wang | xig hao <)

The TV hasn’t been mended by Xiao Wang.

If someone says that:

sbject bei verb + complement of degree
[ 18] e TH H R T &
fangjian bei dasdo de hén ganjing~)

The room has been cleaned up very nicely.
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You can deny that the outcome of the action by saying:

sbject bei verb + complement of degree (bu)
P 18] [ TH B/ MR+ &
fangjian béi dasdo de buhén ganjing=)

The room has been cleaned up very nicely.

5. Adverbs that are used to describe actions are placed before the verb in a #% béi

construction, unlike adverbs that are used in the % ba construction, which are followed by

the co-verb % ba. Let’s see look at some examples.

sbject | bei agent adverbial phrase + de | verb + other elements

URIC [ Bk NFE G oI N | & Tl

kewen | béi Xiao Qinggingchucht  de | pjan le yfbianﬂ»h)
Wang

The text has been read out very clearly by Xiao Wang.

If we use this information to form a 2 ba sentence it would become:

sbject adverbial phrase + de ba | object | verb + other elements
NE oI R M | R o iR
Xido Wang ginggingchlchu de ba | kewén | nianle yfbianﬂw)

Xiao Wang has read the text out loud very clearly.

Notional passive (without #, ik, i and £)

6. A notional passive sentence is formed without the co-verbs # béi il rang MYy jiao and %5

géi. Let’s use the examples that we have used in the previous section to form some notional

passive sentences.
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sbject verb + other elements
W% i bl K LT
wo de ché kai  huijia qu le)

My car has been driven back home.

sbject verb + other elements
B AR N
dianshi xit  hao le<)

The TV has been mended.

sbject verb + other elements
J5 18] TH /MR T %
fangjian dasdo de hén ganjing=!)

The room has been cleaned up very nicely.

As the subjects in the above examples cannot carry out actions themselves, then we assume

that the actions must have been undertaken by someone else. In fact this sentence pattern is

very useful for describing how an object has been dealt with. For example:

sbject verb + other elements
1h W o R bk T
shi fang zai zhudzi shang le)

The book has been put on the table.

sbject verb + other elements
R = +F X7
fan na shang 16u qu le<!)

The meal has been brought upstairs.

The verb components in the notional passive are very similar to those of the #% bei

construction. They are action verbs with other elements, as shown below.
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--resultative complements

--directional complements
--the complement of degree

--action measures

sbject verb + resultative complement
T £ 4 T
fan zud  hzo le<l)

The book has been put on the table.

sbject verb + directional complement
R = b B A7
fan na  shangl6u qu le<)

The meal has been brought upstairs.

sbject verb + complement of degree
J5 18] TH /MR T &
fangjian dasdo de hén ganjing<)

The room has been cleaned up very nicely.

sbject verb + action measure
PRI C
kewén nian le liang bian<)

The text has been read twice.

#& méi not can be used to deny that the above actions have taken place, but 4~ bu is used

with the complement of degree.
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sbject meéi verb + resultative complement
3 % AE ot
fan méizuo  hao <)

The meal hasn’t been prepared.

sbject meéi verb + directional complement
R % & b S
fan méina shang 16u qu <)

The meal hasn’t been brought upstairs.

sbject verb + complement of degree (bu)
Bt T3 & AR + &
fangjian d&sdo de bu hén ganjing<)

The room hasn’t been cleaned up very nicely.

sbject meéi verb + action measure
R B o M
kewén méi nian lidng bian</)

The text hasn't been read twice. (It implies that the text may only have been read once, or

possibly three times.)

Conjunctions

I will introduce ten of the most commonly used Chinese conjunctions in this section.

Chinese Pinyin English

R H. yaoshi...jiu... if...then...

GEAN L ...yaobu... otherwise

HEE  H. .. zhiyao... jiu... as long as...; provided that...
HE. . 4. zhiydu... cai... only...; only when...

KA. L. yInwei... sudyi... because ...therefore...
AME..TA... badan... érqié. .. not only...but also...

AR HZ .. sutran... danshi... although......
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b7 ... LAA. .. chdle... yiwai,... apart from...

A yue... yue... the more/less... the more/less it
becomes

| yI... jiu... as soon as ... then...

Sentence patterns 1 - 4 above are conditional constructions.

1. EJ& yaoshi... 5 jit... if...then... A condition is placed after % /& yaoshi and is
followed by the %t jiu clause which indicates the consequence of the condition. The adverb

i jiu must be placed before verbs or stative verbs. For example, a parent might say to a child:

o R W iE, ok & R IR 2.
yaoshi ni xué hdo Hanyt, wd jiti g&i ni hén dué gian <)
If you learn Chinese well, I'll give you a lot of money.

2. ... 2} yaobu...otherwise. The clause that precedes %A~ yaobu indicates a required
condition and an undesirable result is placed after £ 4~ yaobu otherwise. For example, a

strict parent might say to a child:

Rz DR, 2 OA RA 4 R B

ni yinggai xué hao Hanyu, yaobu wd bu géi ni gian =)

You should learn Chinese well, otherwise [ won't give you any money.

3. HE zhiyao...5f jiu... as long as...; provided that...The R %L zhiyao clause is used to
introduce a condition that can be easily achieved, or is a minimum requirement, and the &t
jit clause introduces the outcome of the condition. The adverb &t jii must be placed before
verbs or stative verbs. For example, a lenient parent might say to his or her child:

HE R % P, & e IR £ .

zhiyao ni xué Hanyu, wa jiu géi ni hén dud gian <)

As long as you learn Chinese, I'll give you a lot of money.
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4, WA zhiydu...7" céi...only...The 2 A zhiydu clause is used to introduce a
condition that is hard to achieve, and the 7~ cai clause introduces the outcome of the

condition. The adverb 7~ cai must be placed before verbs or stative verbs. For
example, if a parent desperately wants his or her child to learn Chinese well he or she

might say:

R e BUE % 4, R4 4 IR
zhiyou ni ba Hanyl xué hao, wad cai géi ni gian =)
Only when you have learned Chinese well will I give you money.

5. K4 yinweéi...FrLL sudyi... because...therefore... A friend might want to know why a

parent has given a lot of money to her child. The parent might say:

A vl s aF 7 WaE, P POk A R 2 k.
yinwei ta xué hao le Hanyl, sudyi wd géi ta hén dud qgian =)
As he has learned Chinese well, I've given him a lot of money.

6. AH budan...ii H. érqié... not only...but also... A~H badan and 1fj H. érqié can be
placed before the subject or the verb of their clauses: this depends on the emphasis required.
If the emphasis is on the subject then they should be placed before the subject; if the emphasis
is on the action then they should be placed before the verb. After completing his Chinese

degree, the student has got his reward from his parent. He might say:

A oo THE, MHEHE R TR 2 ik
woO budan xué hui le Hanyu, érgié nadao le héndud gian =)
I've not only learned Chinese, but have also got a lot of money.

The following example shows A~H blidan and 1fij H. érqié are used for emphasizing the

subjects. As the material reward scheme is very successful, the parent's youngest son wants to
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learn Chinese as well.

AME RILT % TG, i H oA LT E e Wi
badan da érzi xué le Hanyu érqié xido érzi yé yao xué Hanyu =)

Not only the oldest son studied Chinese, but also the youngest son would like to learn Chinese
as well.

7. B4R suiran...{Hj& danshi...Although..., ... The EX suiran although clause should
precede {H7& danshi clause. Unlike the English ‘although’ construction, the second clause
should always start with {H /& danshi or 7] s& késhi but... For example, if the parent breaks

her promise and doesn’t give money to the student, the student might say:

OB T O E, H R K E R R
wo suiran xué hao le Hanyd, danshi méi nddao gian =)
Although I've learned Chinese well, I haven’t got the money (that was promised).

8. — yI...5L jiu...as soon as ... then...This construction is used to express the idea of a
second action immediately following the first action. Both — y7 and %} jiu should be

followed by verbs. The aspect | le is not used in the — yT clause. For example:

fin—% % Wl MhEE 4 7 R 2 k.
ta yi xué wan Hanyu , ta baba jiu géi le ta hén dud gian =)
As soon as he completed the Chinese course, his father gave him a lot of money.

9. & yue... & yué... the more... the more. The conditional clause following the first i
yué shows the extent of the feeling, state or action; the second #% yué clause shows the
result. & yue should always be placed before a verb, stative verb or adverb. However, i

yue precedes the result of an action with a complement of degree. For example:
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QRS N T

Hanyt yue  xué yue rongyi <)

The more one studies Chinese, the easier it becomes.
L2/ B 2 FIHKNEKBE £

wd xué de yué dud na dao de gian yué duo <)
The more | learn the more money | get.

EE o /<0 - I R O SR

wd na dao de gian yué duo yué xiang xué <)

The more money | get, the more | want to learn.

10. B&T chale...LL4b yiwai, ... Apart from...The [%: 7 chule...LA# yiwai clause can be

followed by clauses with the following adverbs.: i& hai in addition, 3 you again; in

addition, 1 yé also, % dou all. For example:

BB LA, L ¢ T HiES
chdle Hanydl yi wai, wd hai xué le Riyu <)
Apart from Chinese, I've learned Japanese.

b 7 A BLAN T W LR XL I
chile xuésheng yi wai, I3oshi y& lai zher ha jit <)
Apart from students, teachers also come here to drink.

B 7T = RSN R E R LEOR T
chdle Ding YGn yi wai, dajia dou lai shang ke le <)

Everyone came to the lesson apart from Ding Yun.
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Bro7 O g5 3B OB AR I BLAN, RO M T M.
chule ta géi wo de na béi jit yi wai, wod you hé le yi béi =)

I had another glass of wine, as well as the one that he gave me.

The &£ shi ... ) de construction

We have learned that the #&...f¥J shi... de construction is used to emphasis stative verbs, for

example, X448 T2 #1 zhe tido qunzi shi xTn de this skirt is new. In this session |

would like to introduce the other two usages of the 7&...[J shi ... de construction.

1. 7&..." shi... de is used for emphasis in the past of time when and the way something is
done. For example, when you want to tell someone that it was last May that you went to

China by train, the 7&...1fJ shi... de construction should be used as demonstrated below.

W2 LK FE L AR K FE LP 6
wo shi qunian wldyue zud hudché qu Zhdonggud de =)

As you may have noticed, #& shi and [Y] de are used like a “frame” that includes the time, the
method, the action and the place. If the object of a sentence has no description or has no any
other subordination, like the one above, ] de can be placed after the verb to emphasize the

place. In other words, the sentence above could look like this

LAEESE DA B K E B H

wo shi qunian wayué zud hudché qu de Zhonggud all)

2. 7&...I1 shi... de can also be used to emphasise the agent of a sentence. For instance:
X FHE &R AE WS
zhé jian shi shi wd zud de <)
It was me who did this.
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X A P EREF M
zhébén sha shi Liixun xié de<)
It was Luxun who wrote that book. / That book was written by Luxun.

When translating a passive English sentence into Chinese, it is important to identify the

emphasis of the sentence first. If the emphasis is on the agent, then the f&...[1 shi... de

construction should be applied. On the other hand, if the emphasis is on the outcome of an
action, but not on the agent, then the # béi construction or notional passive construction

should be applied. For example

= TR Bx 2 &

zhudzi shang de cai shi wd chi de. <)

It was me who ate the food on the table.
=T E Bx @& 2 T
zhuozi shang de cai (béi wd) cht wan le. <)

The food that was on the table has been eaten (by me).

The uses of question words with #f dou and # ye

These constructions are used for general categorisation. They can describe how a particular
action applies to a general object, as in /14 AR U #EIZ wo shénme dongxi dou cht | eat
anything; F&Wl JL#F 2 wo nar dou qu | go anywhere. They can also describe people in
general doing a particular type of thing, as in #E#l & XXz 7 [EZ shui dou xihuan chi

Zhongguo cai everyone likes eating Chinese food.

The question word 114 shénme what is placed before a noun to imply any or every, and
can refer to the subject or object of a sentence. If {14 shénme any or every is used as the

object, it should be placed before the adverb #F dou both, all, and can be placed before or
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after the subject of a sentence. The adverb #F dou is placed before the verb, as illustrated

below.
S. ft 4 O. R V.
& ft N #B Nz o
wo shénme dongxi déu chi<)
| eat anything. Or
f+ 4 0. S. #3 V.
ft A KO | #l 178
shénme dongxi wo dou chi<)

The question words ¥l JL. nar where and # shui who can be used in the same way as 114

shénme what.

S. FIL (O.) R V.
E2d W)L #l %
wo nar ou quﬂw)
I go anywhere. Or:

#KIL (O.) S. 5 V.

Wk L & #l %
nar wo déu qu)
| go anywhere.

If the any or every word is the subject of a sentence, the resulting sentence patterns will be as

follows.
#E(S) #R V. 0.
i #B HI "z Hh P
shui dou xithuan chi Zhéngguo cai)

Everyone likes eating Chinese food. Or:
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ft 4 S. # V. O.
Ha N #l R Wz H B
shénme rén déu [ xihuan cht Zhdnggué cail)

Everyone likes eating Chinese food.

The adverb 1 yé& often precedes the negation 4~ bu or % méi as demonstrated below.

S. B JL(O.) 1 avs

EEd e L e Ak

wo nar yé ba  qu)
I don’t go anywhere (nowadays).

S. f+ 4 0. 1 a2

K I V] 1 W %

wo shénme difang yé méi  qul)

1 didn’t go anywhere.

The adverb t yé is usually used in negative sentences as above, while the adverb #f dou can

be used in both affirmative and negative sentences, such as:

S. % JL(O) HwiE | RBEV.

E5d WL 1, /4R ANk

wo nar y&/dou ba  qud)
I don’t go anywhere (nowadays). Or:

S. f+ 4 O.  / # AIE V.

E5d H 7  /# A K

wo shénme difang y&/dou ba  qud)

I don’t go anywhere (nowadays).

The ## lian... # ye construction

This is one of the constructions used to emphasize a noun, a noun clause or a v-o pattern. The

emphasized element can be the subject or the object of a sentence and is placed after i lian
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even.

The adverb #F dou or 1 yé is placed before the main verb of the sentence. The difference
between #B dou and 2 yé is that #E dou can be used in both the affirmative and negative,

while t yé is normally used before negatives or before verbs which have a negative sense.

The iZ lian clause refers to the object of the sentence in the following examples.

S. E 0. R/t V.
i EE s
ta lian jiao y& wang le shuil)

He has even forgotten to go to sleep. Or

S. % V-O. AR/ V.

fily i fE H BT

t lian shuijiao y& wang le<))
S. i 0. R/ V.

K e iy &2 T B T
wo lian ta de mingzi y& wang le <)

I’ve even forgotten his name.

The 3% lidn clause refers to the subject of the sentence in the following example.

# S. R V. 0.
ST e tAE B R
lian hao xuéshéng y& buqu shangke=!)

Even the good students don't go to class.

Although the sentences above are in the affirmative form, the adverb t yé is used to imply
that forgetting to sleep, forgetting someone’s name, and not going to class, are all undesirable

actions. Of course, the adverb #E dou can also be used in the above sentences.
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When placed after the particle 73 de, the i lidn construction can be used to describe the

outcome of an action, in a complement of degree construction, as follows.

S sv # Outcome of the SV (... 1..)
AT o 15 = ORBE T
women mang de lian fan y& wangle chi<l))

We are so busy that we 've even forgotten to eat.

The phrase ZEY 15 717 lian fan yé wangle chi even forget to eat, here placed after the

particle 73 de, describes the results of the state described before 15 de.
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Exercises

Translate the sentences into Chinese. (4, stative verb)

© N o g &~ w D PE

| am very busy.

You are very busy too.

His brothers are all very busy.
His younger brother is not busy.
They are not all busy.

I am very well. Are you well?
I'm very well too.

We are all very well.

Translate the following sentences into English and put into graphic analysis
form (diagrammatic). (8, shi)

P w dpoE

PRUG Y e Kok 2
FEIT, RIS ?
T mRINEFB A .

FEAHEEDE

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (8, shi)

o o~ w b F

This is my mother.

Wang Da is my friend.

My mother is a doctor. Is your mother a doctor too?
My mother isn't a doctor, she is a teacher

Does your mother smoke?

She doesn't smoke.

Translate the sentences into Chinese (9-12 de)

1.

A. Are you busy?
B. Not very. | am looking at a map.
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A. What map?

B. A map of Chinese.

. Is it yours?

. No, it's my older brother's

. Where is my teacher's map?

w > W >

. Is this your teacher's map?

. Whose car is this?

. Itis Mr Wang's.

. Who is Mr Wang?

. Mr Wang is my Chinese teacher.

. Is Mr Wang Chinese?

. No, he is not Chinese. He is a foreigner.

W > W > W >

A. Are you a student?

B. Yes, | am a student of the Foreign Language Institute.
A. What do you study?

B. I study Chinese.

A. Is that so? We welcome English friends.

This is my book.

That is his.

That map is Wang Ming's.

Is this book in English?

Big cars are good, small ones are also good.

He lives in a large dormitory, she lives in a small one.

This dictionary is not Ding Yun's, it is the Frenchman's.

108



Elementary Chinese Grammar F&AH 552

This is the staff dormitory.
This is the English students’ dormitory.

Have you got a piece of paper? Yes, | have a small one.

I don't have any Chinese books.

Translate the sentences into Chinese. (15, de)

1.
2.
3.

© o N o g &

Very good paper

A polite doctor

Very large cars

Very small maps

A book for my brother
Pictures for the children
A map for the students
Tea drinkers

Letter writers

. Readers
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

Those learning Chinese

The recommender

Book buyers

The characters that students know

The book that my teacher wrote

The letter that she is reading

A magazine that my mother bought

This is a book that | bought for my brother.

I know the Chinese characters that are in this book.
I am using the dictionary that has Chinese characters.
I have the book that my teacher recommended.
They are all looking at the dictionary that | bought.

This is a person whom we all know.

Please have a look at this character that | have written.

We are all non-smokers in this student hostel.
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese (9, surnames)

S A

What is your name?

My name is Gubo, and you?

My surname is Ding, | am called Ding Yun. What is your girlfriend's name.
She is called Palanka.

What is your Chinese teacher's surname?

His surname is Wang, he is called Wang Boyun.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (2, ma)

1
2
3.
4

. Are you my friend?

. Are you busy?

Is your older brother well?

Are you all very well?

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (2, ne)

1.
2.
3.
4.

I am very well, and you?

My mother is very busy and yours?
Where is my friend?

Where is my mother?

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (2, short answers)

o ok~ w D E

Are you busy?
Yes.

Is this your friend?
No.

Are you well?
Yes.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (8, verb-object)

1.
2.
3.

Do you smoke?
| don't smoke.
Many Chinese people smoke.
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Please have some tea?

What kind of tea tea do you have, Chinese or English?
Chinese. Is it OK?

I go to sleep at 12 everyday.

I don't sleep. | don't eat.

© o N o 0 &

Everyone eats and sleeps.

What would say in the following situations? Please write the sentences down
on a piece of paper (8, greeting)

When you see your teachers in the morning.

When people give you presents.

When friends visit your home.

When you meet a friend in the evening.

When you see a friend in the afternoon.

When you see a friend at lunchtime.

N o a ~ w e

When you see your colleagues and teachers before leaving the institute.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (9, svo)

I drink Chinese tea.

British people drink coffee and English tea.
| study Chinese.

| know Mr Ding.

His surname is Wang.

Mr Ding smokes Chinese cigarettes.

N o g~ wbdE

We all drink French wine. French wine is nice to drink.

Translate the following numbers into Chinese (10, 11 numbers)
46, 58, 87, 93, 11, 22, 65, 74

152, 478, 101, 1243, 1048, 1834695, 50002

Write receipts for:

78 RMB, 58 RMB, 69 RMB, 12 RMB.
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese (11, v+—TF)

1
2
3.
4

Let me introduce you.
Could I please use your book for a while?
OK but I need it for my lesson this afternoon.

Could you please have a look at this?

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (10, 15 duoshao and ji)

N o g bk~ w D E

How many friends do you have?

I have thirty friends. And you?

| don't have friends.

How many teachers do you have?

I have ten Chinese teachers.

How many good teachers do you have?
My teachers are all very good

Translate the sentences into Chinese (13, use of dou; position of indirect

objects)
1. Is this your magazine?
2. Do you know Mr Wang of the foreign Languages Institute?
3. Are they all busy?
4. Not all of them.
5. Students of Chinese do not all speak Chinese.
6. Are you returning the Chinese dictionary to me?
7. English students all drink very good tea.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (13, question words).

o > w0 e

What is this? What is that?
What nationality is he?

He is Chinese.

Who is she?

I don't know her. Do you?
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6. Where is my book?

7. Your books are in my place.

8. Who is using my dictionary?

9. Could I use your dictionary for a little while?
10. Please give me some tea.

11. What kind of tea do you want, Chinese or English?

Parse the following sentences which must me translated into English (13,
choice type questions)

- IR R H AR E R

. UREFAFE ANE TR E R

- ARINRIRAT D Z i 2

C BRAEN, RRBRDGEZIN, EE4E, ZRBPAT =.

A WO N

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (11, 15).

Do come in.

Do take a seat.

Would you like some beer?

Excuse me, may | smoke?

Please ask your Chinese friend to visit our dormitory.
May | invite you for tea?

My teacher has asked me to use her car.

O N o g B~ WD P

Could you please tell me about China?

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (16, X SV 1)

I am extremely busy. He is not too busy.
Mr Wang is extremely serious.
His Chinese is extremely good.

Her shirt is extremely white. My shirt is not so white.

a ~ Wb oE

Our dormitory is extremely new.
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6.
7.

Our teacher is extremely nice.

Our textbook is extremely old.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (13, choice types)

1.
2.
3.

© © N o 0 &

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Aren't you a student of Chinese?

Yes, I'm.

Don't you study Japanese too?

No, I don't study Japanese.

Don't you know my Chinese friend, Ding Yun?

No, I don't know her.

Don't you have Chinese books?

| don't have Chinese books, but I have a map of China.
Aren't you going to the shops?

No, I'm going to the bookshops to buy some Chinese books.
Aren't you very busy?

Yes, | am busy.

Don't you drink Chinese tea?

No, | don't.

Don't you have any Chinese cigarettes?

| don't smoke!

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (17, time when)

N o g~ w D PF

I am going to see a film this evening.

We have Chinese grammar lessons at 10 on Monday mornings
I'm going to the library after the class. Would you like to go?
No, I'm going to have coffee at the canteen this afternoon.
When do you have your supper?

At 6 in the evening.

Should we have a Chinese meal this evening?
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Translate the sentences into Chinese (15, co-verbs and measure words)

© N o g~ w0 NP

Are they all coming to the student dormitory to see me? Three of them are.
The English students often wrote letters to their Chinese friends.

The teacher gave an introduction to five students to the Chinese language.
I learn Chinese at the Institute for Chinese.

She is returning the book to me

Is Ms Wang (teacher) in China? Yes, she is studying there.

What are you buying? | am buying books for my mother.

The readers in the library were all students from China.

Translate the sentences into Chinese (15, measure words)

o g~ w Db E

Pleased give me two magazines.

He has six books, magazine and two dictionaries, he has no maps.
One of the students lives in the foreign students dormitory.

I have three friends, none of them have Chinese dictionaries.
How many Chinese do you know? | know two.

He is going to the dormitory to see a student.

Translate the sentences into Chinese (15, zher and nar)

1.
2.

Who has got the newspaper that | bought for my older brother?

I have come from that very polite English student.

Translate the sentences into Chinese (16 Progressive and continuous aspects)

L

She is writing a letter

When you find Mr Zhang (the teacher) he is bound to be drinking tea.
When mother entered the classroom, the children were all reading.
Are the students of Chinese having a class?

No they are all drinking beer..

What was she wearing at the Peking Opera?
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7.
8.

She is drinking coffee as she learns her characters.

A lot of people were looking at him.

Write down the following time in Chinese. (20, telling the time)

11:15, 12:06, 6:55, 8:30, 5:42, 7:00, 9:45

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (20 modal verbs)

o gk~ wnE

| want to go to China and she wants to go to Japan.
I would like to learn Chinese.

She should learn Japanese.

What language would you like to learn?

| fancy some French food.

I would like to visit my friend.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (22, position words)

1.
2.
3.

4
5.
6
7

There is a Chinese restaurant next to the library.
The dormitory is behind the bookshop.

The chair is in front of the desk.

My college is left to the Chinese department.
The garden is behind of the house.

. The students are inside the classroom.

. There is dictionary beside you.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (20, age)

o ok~ w nE

I'm 20 this year. How old are you?
I'm 21. When is your birthday?

30 January, and you?

It's my birthday too.

How old is your Chinese teacher?

I don't know you should ask him.
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese (23, progressive aspects)

Where is Ding Yun?

She is working in the bookshop at moment.

No, she is teaching Gubo Chinese in her dormitory.
What are you doing?

| am putting on my shirt.

I am using the dictionary that you bought me yesterday.
What are you looking at?

I am looking at the map of China.

© 0 N o g bk~ wbhPE

What are you drinking?
10. I am drinking the Chinese tea that Mr Wang gave me this morning.

11. He is buying a Chinese car for his girlfriend.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The use of the particle 35 36)

The students are sitting in the classroom.

There are three books on the table. (Use ji fang to put)

There is a map of China hanging (££ gua) in the reading room.
We are walking to the library.

The library door is open (Jf kai).

I'm busy cooking the meal for tonight.

N o ok~ 0 npoRE

Don't smoke while you are reading!

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (Review of interrogatives following ##
)

Shall we have some tea in the café after the class?

Could I please use your car for a little while?

Shall we all go (straight) to the cinema from the library?

> w0 e

Let’s all go there (straight) from my place.
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese (the aspect for the completion of actions)

Yesterday | went to the shop and bought three Chinese maps.
| went to your place yesterday, but ({H7&) you were not at home.

| was at home yesterday afternoon.

The grammar teacher who lives next to the library had three Chinese cars last year.

1
2
3
4
5. 1 'was learning French at the language college four months ago.
6. Ihaven’t learned the new characters in lesson fifteen.

7. late in restaurants everyday when | was in China last May.

8. I wanted to go to France last month.

9. Did you introduce Gubo to Mr Wang this morning?

10. In the past I often smoked in the classroom when there was no one there.
11. I liked drinking coffee in the morning last year.

12. Yesterday evening | went to the dormitory to see Ding Yun.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (3 expressing experiences of actions in
the past)

I’ve been very busy and I haven’t eaten today.

Ding Yun hasn’t slept yet.

I’ve been to the Cafe next to the student dormitory.

I’ve been there too.

I haven’t had Chinese tea there. Have you?

Yes, | have.

Have you ever used Gubo’s car?

© N o o~ w DN PE

No, I haven’t.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (Modal 1)

1. Xiao Ding was here a minute ago. He isn’t here now.
2. Idon’t want to stay in this dormitory any more.

3. Gubo has told me that his girlfriend doesn’t love him any more.
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© N o o &

Stop drinking now! We are about to start the lesson.
It’s nearly 5 o’clock. We are about to finish the lesson.
These books are really expensive now!

Stop writing now. I’'m about to go to bed.

Yesterday | wrote 50 Chinese characters. | am not going to write any more today.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The adverbs Bt jitl and 7" céi)

A w o

It took me three hours to find (#££1) the dormitory my classmates were staying in.
It only took Xiao Ding half an hour to make a table’s worth of Chinese pastries.
It took Ding Yun as long as two hours to swim from the institute to Palanka’s home.

It took me a long time to work out (understand % 1&) the meaning of this sentence.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The uses of question words with dou
and ye)

1.

o b~ N

My classmate is a very good student. She can answer ([a]%:) any questions that her
teacher asks her.

I’ve been looking everywhere, but I can’t find my books.

As I don’t have my books, I won’t be able to do any exercises.

These are very easy exercises. You don’t need your books. Anyone can do them.
Xiao Li drinks any alcohol, but he doesn’t eat anything, so his girlfriend is extremely
worried.

When I am doing my language work, I don’t talk to anyone.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The lian...yé construction)

1.

Look, the houses are really cheap to buy here. Even students can afford (SZ437E2)
them.

In the last few days we’ve been very busy. We haven’t even had time to go to the
cinema.

When Ding Yun heard that her mother was ill, she was so worried that she didn’t sleep

for two days.
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4.
5.
6.

I don’t eat any foreign food. I won’t even eat the most expensive one.
Your friend is really nice to you. Look, she has even washed all your clothes for you.

This is a very easy question. Even the worst students can answer it.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The complement degree construction)

no

5.

6.

Ding Yung speaks English well, but she doesn’t translate things well.

As ([F24) my parents are coming to see me on Sunday, | tidied up my room very well
this morning.

My classmates always do their assignments (iR4ME L) very carefully.

When Gubo heard that his girlfriend was coming to see him, he was so happy that he
smiled for two days.

What is Palanka’s singing like? Terrible!

I didn’t sleep well last night. Did you? | slept very well.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The use of the adverbial )

Please say quickly what you did with Ding Yun yesterday.

Yesterday evening Ding Yun very seriously sang two Chinese folk songs for her
classmates, but she sounded awful.

She very quickly finished her dinner and went out (1! 2) immediately.

Yesterday he didn't do his language exercises very carefully.

Mr Li always works hard. Yesterday, stroke by stroke, he taught me all the Chinese
characters in Lesson 15.

One by one Xiao Wang showed me all the books that he bought from the Chinese

bookshop a week ago.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (Resultative Verb Complements)

1.

2.

You have written that character wrongly. There is a stroke missing (lack of one stroke)
here!

This morning Mr Wang didn’t explain the grammar very clearly.
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9.

Yesterday, | went to the bookshop and got the hold of the book that you recommended.
| have tidied up the study for my father.

Where is my dictionary? Who has taken it away?

I didn’t get to eat the Chinese food that my younger sister had cooked.

I read your letter, but I couldn’t understand it.

I’ve given your letter to Mr Wang.

We will reach Lesson 40 by the end of this term.

10. I’ve taken that cup of tea to Mr Wang’s classroom.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The use of A\ and &)

1.

4.

5.

Is it far from here to the University Park?

It is a five minute walk from here to the University Park. If (£ ;&) you walk fast, it
only takes two minutes.

How long is it from now to the end of the lesson?
There are still ten minutes to go before the end of the lesson.

If 1 go there from my house how long will it take?

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (Directional Verb Complements)

1.

Yesterday morning she ran into the classroom and said that we were having the lesson
in the pub.

Could you please go upstairs and see if Xiao Wang is there?
[ won’t come in as | have other matters to attend to.

Stay here tonight. Don’t go back.

Please sit down. Don’t stand up.

Put down that book and put on your shirt!

Could you please take this book downstairs to Mr Wang for me?
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese. (Comparatives tt with stative verbs and
complements of degree)

1.

2.

10.

This shirt is much prettier than that one.

He knows much more than you.

I like reading more than you do.

Xiao Wang doesn’t translate the texts as quickly as Ding Yun does.
Ding Yun doesn’t love Gubo as much as Palanka does.

Do you think our teachers are much busier than us?

Yesterday evening I didn’t drink as much beer as you did.

We’ve studied much more than the students at other universities.

You’ve studied much more than the students at other universities, but you don’t study
as well as they do.

My home is much further away from the institute than yours, but | always get here
earlier than you.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese. (Comparatives with —#£)

1.

2.

5.

6.

These two books are equally difficult.

Xiao Wang doesn’t walk as fast as I do, but he swims as fast as I do.
I like drinking beer as much as you do.

This suit is as big as that one, but is much longer.

Ding Yun studies as conscientiously as Gubo.

Yesterday you ate as much as I did in Palanka’s birthday party.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The #& sentence construction)

1.

2.

Could you please take the TV upstairs to your room?

The friend who lives in the student dormitory has sent me a hat.
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10.

11.

12.

I have to finish writing today’s Chinese language exercises before going to bed. (Try

to use 7.)

Please put the tea on the desk or bring it over here.

You wrote that character wrong.

Can you translate the text into English? (Use % to become as a complement.)
You must remember the words that we have learned today.

Could you please drive the car into the car park?

Xiao Wang very carefully (/)/(»#h) put the ancient dictionary down on the table and
went out.

Xiao Ding borrowed my bike yesterday.

We have finished studying Practical Chinese Reader, but we still can't speak Chinese
well.

He only spent one hour to finish all the questions yesterday.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese. (Passive with #%, ik, i} and 25)

1.
2.
3.

The letter that | wrote yesterday has been taken away by Xiao Wang.

The poem has been translated into English by the girl who works in the post office.
The bunch of plum blossoms that Ding Yun gave me this morning has been given to
Palanka by Gubo.

The use of ‘ba’ has been very clearly explained by our grammar teacher, but we still
don’t know how to use it.

The classroom door has been closed by my classmate, Xiao Ding and we can’t get in.
My desk has been neatly tidied up by my roommate.

All the dictionaries have been taken home by Gubo, so we can’t study in the library

any more!
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese (Notional passive without %%, ik, i and

%)

N o g ~ wDbd e

Your textbook has been brought here and you can read it out loud for me.

Today’s exercises have been done, so I can go to the pub to have a rest.

It’s too late! All the wine has been drunk, so you won’t get anything to drink.

Meal is prepared. Let’s eat.

The room has been tidied up, but the garden hasn’t been done yet!

The stamps and envelopes have been bought, but there is no letter has been written!

Any thing that | should say has been said, but he still doesn’t listen to me.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (Conjunctions)

w

© 0o N o 0 &

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

If you work hard, you will achieve a better result.

If you don’t help people, people won’t help you either.

You have to write a lot of Chinese characters everyday, otherwise you will forget
them.

Don’t drink any more, otherwise you won’t be able to attend the class this afternoon.
As long as you come to the class everyday, your teacher will like you.

As long as tomorrow is a fine day, we will go to the Summer Palace.

Only when you finish your language exercises, you can eat your supper.

This sentence is too difficult, and only Mr Li can translate it into Chinese.

As Beijing is too far away from here, we will have to go there by plane.

. As I don’t have much money, I don’t go to the cinema often.

11.

I’ve not only finished today’s exercises but also I’ve learned all the Chinese characters
for this term.

Not only I think that he writes badly, but also his girlfriend says that she can’t
understand his writing.

Although it is snowing, everyone has come to the class.

Although the teachers don’t teach well, the students have learned very well.

As soon as | said good bye to my girlfriend, she cried.

As soon as you have arrived in Beijing, you must write to me. Don’t forget!

The more you eat the more you want to eat.
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18. The more expensive the things are, the more | want to buy.

19. Apart from me everyone went to the Chinese restaurant last night.

20. Apart from eating Chinese food they also went to the cinema.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese (The #&...HJ construction)

1
2
3.
4

It was last October that | went to China.
It was last winter that | came here to visit a factory.
It was my classmate who bought the TV that is in my bedroom.

It was Mr Li who cooked meal today.
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